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Psalm 106. Ver:1,

Liv}-e]y.

O GIVE THANKS .X

Verse Anthem for four Voices, with Chorus.

From the Copy preserved by D! Boyce
in his Cathedral Music Vol: 8. Puge 281,
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>X< This admirable Anthem is mentioned by StJohn Hawkins in his Hlstory of Music, Vol: 4th Page 524 , where, after speaking of the

Services and the Te Deum in D, which latter he very justly calls “% sublime composition)’ SY John thus continues;

¢ Anthems

afforded more exercise for PURCE LL’s invention,'and in these his excellencles are beyond the reach of description: That of

his, to the words
here (:numeratcd) which are in a style

are sensible of the powers of harmonys: and so finely were

that all who heurd were enamoured of them?’

This
crowded whenever an Anthem of PURCELL was expected to be sung;
were to be heard there, performed in a style and spirit worthy of such dignified,
For striking contrast and variety in its different movements;

is corroborated by one

“0 GIVE THANK S” is esteemed the most capital of them, but there are others (several of which are
so traly pathetic and devout, that they never can be heard without rapture by those who

his harmonies and melodies adapted to the general sense of mankind,

of his contemporaries, BROWN, who in one of his Letters, mentions that “the Cathedrals were
77 and no wonder, when such exqulslte Compositions as this
solemn and heart - felt Music.
for energetic v1vaclty, forcible ,expression,and "profound pathos (espe-

ciully in the Verse ““Remember me O Lord”) this may be _;ustly cons1d¢ red as one of‘ thc finest Anthems ever written.
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: # In D! Boyce’s Copy this. lust movement is directed to be performedias a Verse at the commencement; but as it is generally sung as a Chorus (cape ri:*“y’
at Westminster Abbey, where the Gentlemen of the Choir do themselves particular honor by the very skilful, judicious, % admirably effective mani o i which ™ 0 ls
v productions are pw‘ﬂ)rmtd) The Editor has given the preference. to the Lutter 'mode of performance, by which a more striking contrast is produccd & the efi -t render
L @ more’ consonant to thd spirit of the words. i 4 1
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