Sinfonia Brevis

FOR ORGAN

By

LEO SOWERBY

NEW YORK.:.THE H. W. GRAY CO., INC.
AGENTS FOR NOVELLO & CO., LTD.



NOTE

This Sinfonia Brevis was completed in the Spring of 1965. The second
movement, in G sharp minor, was completed first, and was originally
intended to stand by itself as a single piece. Dr. Sowerby describes it
as follows: “It's a piece in sonata form preceded by an introduction,
marked slowly; boldly. This subsides, and the main movement begins
(Fairly fast), to reach a big climax towards its finish, and after a pause
the material of the introduction, now used differently, appears as a
short coda, which has its own lesser climax, then it all dies away. The
whole thing is built on the same thematic material.”

When the composer decided to add the first and third movements
(in E minor and E major, respectively), he developed them from thematic
material of the second movement so that the whole work is cyclic.
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