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ARGUMENT.

To keep the Feast of Adonis* the people from Abydos cross the Hellespont to Sestos,

where dwells Hero, priestess of Venus, in g lonely tower.

With them sails Leander ; who, seeing Hero as she presides over the Festival, loves her.
After the Festival he tells his love, and Hero’s heart is won ; but not without fear, for she has
broken her religious vows. Then they part, she to her tower. he to Abydos. But a toreh

will shine each night, and he will swim the strait to come to her.

One night, in winter, he is drowned, and Hero, in her misery, throws herself from ber

tower and dies by the drowned body of her lover.

* Bome idea of which may be formed from Theocritus, Idyll 15,
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CHARACTERS.
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Soprano.

ve +«  Barywone,

CrORUS OF PEoPLE oF ABYDOS AND SEsTOS,

PART I.-THE FEAST QF
ADONIS.

No. .—INTRODUCTION AND CHORUS
OF PEOPLE FROM ABYDOS.

Up with the sails, the wind blows free,
Bright is the dawn on the bounding ses,
Gay goes our bark from the harbour bar,
Shine on us, Phosphor, morning star !

Swift thro’ the sea we sail and sing, .
Bright are the flow'rs to the feast we bring,
Hear us, O Venus, ocean-born,

Bhine on us, Phosphor, star of morn |

No. 2.—-PROCESSIONAL MUSIOC.
[The worshippers, led by Hero, pass to the
Temple.

Leander.
[Seeing her.
Hide, Venus, hide thy face for very shame,
hy priestess is more beautiful than thou.
Aid me, Adonis, for I love this maiden ;
0 let me die, but only win her love !

No. 3.—HYMN TO ADONIS.*

Hero and Chorus.

Woe for Adonis, he is dead !
e beautiful Adonis is dead.
©€P 10 more, Cypris,
188 In thy misery,
Beat thy breast and sigh 3
® beautiful Adonis is dead—
06 for Adonis, he is dead.

y The word: : ion’
Yeret 8 are an abbreviated paraphrase of Blgn (]
“I810n of the hymn actually sung at the Feast of Adonis.

See! on the hills he leth low,

The beauntiful Adonis,

The dark blood ebbs from his wound,

The rose on his cheek ig dying,

And the kiss from the rose of his mouth—
Woe for Adonis, he is dead !

Weep no more, Cypris,
Beautiful Aphrodite,
Adonis hath returned!
Thy bower is ready, the leaves are close,
The nightingales sing their all-night song.
He hath come back from the under-world,
From the land of darkness and death ;

Adonis hath returned.

[Zhe worshippers fall on their knees.

O be gracious unto us, we pray to thee,
O be gracious unto us, Adonis;
Dear is thy coming, leave us not;
Stay with us ever, leave us not,
Beautiful Adonis !
[The worshippers leave the Temple, with

the exception of Leander, who s lefit
alone with Hero.

No. 4. —RECITATIVE.

Leander.

Thou lovest me ? O say it once again
Here in thy temple where I kneel to thee,
Thy slave, thy priest, my lovely goddess thou.

Hero,

Ah me! what have I said ? O let me go!
I dare not love thee; say farewell and go.
‘What have I told thee ? Do T wake or dream ¢
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DUET,
Hero.

I had a dream of Love last night,
He came across the moonlit sea,

And touched me with his lips of light,
And took my hand and spake with me.

Leander.

[t was no dream ! it was no dream !
It was the very soul of me

That floated thro’ the silver gleam,
Desiring thee, desiring thee !

Hero.

And then Love sang a song to me

That filled my heart with happy tears,
I heard no more the moaning sea,

I only dreamt of golden years.

Leander,

1t was no dream beside the sea,

It was my soul that won thy tears,
My soul that only lives for thee,

To love thee through the golden years.

Both.

Thy hand in mine, so let it be,

Thy soul to mine for joy or tears,
Our love eternal as the sea,

Our life together thro’ the years.

No. 5—THE RETURN TO ABYDOS.

Chorus.

Shine on us, Hesper, golden star,

Shine, as we cross the harbour bar,

Shine, as we sail through the leaping foam,
Shine on us, Hesper, guide us home.

Sweet is the morn when the seawinds call,
Sweet is the noon where the shadows fall,
But the magic night is sweeter far,

Shine on us, Hesper, golden star.

Leander.

Good-night, my love, long, long the hours
will be ,
Until I come again to thee!

PART 11.

NO. 6-—AIR.——~Leand6r.

The sky is black, the night is late,
The winds are howling o’er the strait
But bright the torch in Hero’s bower,
'O Love, it is thy magic hour.
Shine, little torch, to light me o’er;
Beat, loving heart, across the sea:
The waves may break the rocky shore,
But Love will bring me safe to thee.

The thunders rave about thy home,
Thy walls are lashed with hissing foam ;
But what of wind or waves’ alarms ?
All are forgot in Hero’s arms.
Heart of my heart, my star, my goal,
Rose of my love across the sea,
No wind or wave can check my soul—
In life or death it flies to thee.

No. 7.—SCENA.—Hero.

O love, love, love! why tfarriest thou, dea:
heart ?
The morning breaks, and yet we are apart.

Where is my love, thou cold and cruel sea ?
Hast thou no pity ? Give him back to me!

The billows only thunder on the shore—

. ¢¢Alone ! alone! alone for evermore! ”

Life, thou art bitter. Sweet is death alone.
Come then, sweet death, and take me to mine
own |

No. 8.—EPILOGUE.—Chorus.

STROPHE.

Weep for the lovers, they are gone;
They sleep by the sounding sea.
The myrtles bloom, the birds sing on,
But not for them, ah, me |

‘Weep for the lovers!

ANTISTROPHE,

‘Weep no more !
Their spirits still shall haunt the shore;
Weep no more !
Still shall the tale of love be sung
‘While life has joys and tears ;
Thus shall the world be ever young
And live again the golden years.
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PART IL.—THE FEAST OF ADONIS.

No. 1. INTRODUCTION, AND CHORUS OF PEOPLE FROM ABYDOS.
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THE RETURN TO ABYDOS.
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