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EDITORIAL NOTE

Sole source consulted: A. Bortoli, Venice, 1705.

The editor’s intention is to provide a quasi-
modernised edition, thus retaining the most
substantial elements of the original, while at the
same time facilitating modern performance.
The following is a reference guide to the edito-
rial practice used.

Original clefs in the vocal parts have been
modernised; certain clef changes in the continuo
part have been eliminated. Original note values
have been retained; beaming has been rational-
ised, thus grouping multiple notes over single
syllables. Missing or illegible notes are con-
tained within brackets.

Accidentals are transcribed in compliance
with modern performance practice, thus are
valid within barlines; naturalising accidentals

have been converted into square naturals. Cau-

tionary accidentals are retained as found in the
original, but not when they recur within a
measure; courtesy accidentals have been sporad-
ically added at the editor’s discretion. Editorial
accidentals are provided in small type above
respective notes. Misplaced continuo figures
have been re-alligned in accordance with the
respective vocal part where necessary. Editorial
figures are supplemented in brackets.

While certain textual elements have been
modernised, the source’s overall historical or-
thography has been retained. Missing or illegi-
ble text has been provided in izalic type.

Emendations of importance are printed in
footnotes at the bottom of the respective pages.
All other editorial suggestions are either con-
tained within square brackets, or indicated by

italic text.

Written around 1703, Lotti’s duets, trios and
madrigals, is a collection of 18 musical settings
of poems by Pietro Pariati (1665-1733); inter-
estingly the titles of the songs are not part of the
poems themselves. Dedicated to the Holy Ro-
man Emperor Joseph I, this anthology remained
the only published work of the composer during
his lifetime.

In its day the collection was widely received
by advocates of contrasting standpoints; Padre
Martini expressed his admiration by even in-
cluding one of the songs in his counterpoint
treatise, Esemplare ossia Saggio fondamentale

(1775); a caustic letter, penned possibly by Lot-

ti’s former pupil Benedetto Marcello, proclaims
the opposing side.

Lotti —true to the epoque’s spirit— em-
ploys a variety of musical means in order to
create heavily contrasting textures: short melod-
ic segments evolve into florid coloraturas; viva-
cious rhythms, evoking courtly ballrooms, are
interrupted by theatrical declamations; festive
polyphonic passages are interpolated by rigid
homophonic episodes. The music speaks elo-
quently for itself: through masterful use of word
painting, Lotti manages to capture the imagery
of the text and reflect in a most colourful fash-

ion the very true essence of Baroque.
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