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J. POWER takes the Liberty of announcing to the Public a Work which has long
been a Desideratum in this Country. Though the Beauties of the National Music of
Ireland have been very generally felt and acknowledged, yet it has happened, through
the Want of appropriate English Words, and of the Arrangement necessary to adapt
them to the Voice, that many of the most excellent Compositions have hitherto re-
mained m Obscurity. It is intended, therefore, to form a Collection of the best Ori-
ginal Irrsm MEeropiEes, with Characteristic Symphonies and Acecompaniments; and
with Words containing, as frequently as possible, Allusions to the Manners and His-
tory of the Country. Sir JouN STEVENsoN has very kindly consented to undertake
the Arrangement of the Airs; and the Lovers of simple National Music may rest se-
cure, that, in such tasteful Hands, the native Charms of the original Melody will not
be sacrificed to the Ostentation of Science.

In the Poetical Part, J. PowEr has had Promises of Assistance from several distin-
guished Literary Characters, particularly from Mr. MoorE, whose Lyrical Talent is so
peculiarly suited to such a Task, and whose Zeal in the Undertaking will be best un-
derstood from the following Extract of a Letter which he has addressed to Sir Jonw

STEVENSON on the Subject:—

T feel very anxious that a Work of this Kind should be undertaken. We have too long neglected
the only Talent for which our English Neighbours ever deigned to allow us any Credit. Our National
Music has never been properly collected®*; and, while the Composers of the Continent have enriched
their Operas and Sonatas with Melodies borrowed from Ireland, very often without even the Honesty of
Ackunowledgment, we have left these Treasures in a great Degree unclaimed and fugitive. Thus our Airs,
ke too many of our Couuntrymen, for want of Protection at Home, have passed into the Service of Fo-
reigners. But we are come, I hope, to a better Period both of Politics and Music; and how much they
are connected, 1n Ireland at least, appears too plainly in the Tone of Sorrow and Depression which cha-
racterizes most of our early Songs.—The Task which you propose to me, of adapting Words to these Airs,
is by no means easy. The Poet who would follow the various Sentiments which they express must feel and
understand that rapid Fluctuation of Spirts, that unaccountable Mixture of Gloom and Levity, which
compose the Character of my Countrymen, and has deeply tinged their Music. Even in their liveliest
Strains we find some melancholy Note intrude, some minor Third or flat Seventh, which throws its Shade
as it passes, and makes even Mirth interesting. 1f Bur~Ns had been an Inshman, (and I would willingly
give up all our Claims upon OsstAN for him,) his Heart would have been proud of such Music, and his

Genius would have made it immortal.

¢ Another Difficulty (which is, however, purely mechanical) arises from the irregular Structure of
many of those Airs, and the lawless Kind of Metre which it will in consequence be necessary to adapt to !
them. In these Instances the Poet must write, not to the Eye, but to the Ear; and must be content to |
have his Verses of that Description which CiceEro mentions, ¢ Quos si cantu spoliaveris nuda remanebit ‘
oratio.’ 'That beautiful Air, ¢ The Twisting of the Rope,” which has all the romantic Character of the
Swiss Rans des Vaches, is one of those wild and sentimental Rakes which it will not be very easy to tie ‘
down in sober Wedlock with Poetry. However, notwithstanding all these Difficulties, and the very Little ‘
. Talent which 1 can bring to surmount them, the Design appears to me so truly National, that I shall fee.
much Pleasure in giving it all the Assistance in my Power.

¢ Leicestershire, Feb. 1807.”

!
The Work will be continued in Numbers, containing each Twelve Melodies ; '
several of them arranged for One, Two, or Three Voices. l

** J. Power wil be much obliged by the Commumcation 'qf any Original Melodies .
which the Lovers of Irish Music may have the Kindness to contribule to this Work. |

— T - e e ———— e ——

The Writer forgot, when he made thns Assertion, that the Public are indebted to Mr. BunTIinG for a very valuable
Collection of Trish Music ; and that the patriotic Genius of Miss Owensox, has been employad upon some of our finest Airs.

e e —

Printed by W, CWMOWES,
Northumberland-court, Strand, London, 1
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OH. HASTE, AND LEAVE THIS SACRED ISLE

A1r—The Brown Thorn.

St. Senanus*. “ OH! haste, and leave this sacred isle,
¢ Unbholy bark! ere morning smile ;
‘ For on thy deck, tho’ dark it be,
“ A female form 1 see;
“ And I have sworn this sainted sod
““ Shall ne’er by woman’s feet be trod!”

The Lady. ¢ Oh! Father, send not hence my bark,
“ Thro’ wintty winds, and billows dark;
“ I come, with humble heart, to share
“ Thy morn and ev’ning pray’r;
“ Nor mine the feet, oh! holy Saint,
“ The brightness of thy sod to taint.”

The Lady’s pray’r Senanus spurn’d ;

The winds blew fresh, the bark return’d :

But legends hint, that had the maid
Till morning’s light delay’d,

And given the Saint one rosy smile,

She ne’er had left his lonely isle.

* In a Metrical Life of St. Senanus, which is taken from an old Kilkenny MS. and may be found
among the Acta Sanctorum Hibernie, we are told of his flight to the Island of Scattery, and his resolution not
to admit any Woman of the party ; he refused to receive even a Sister Saint, St. Cannera, whom an Angel

kad taken to the Island, for the express purpose of introducing her to him. The following was the ungracious
Auswer of Senanus, according to his Poetical Biographer:— |

Cui Preasul, quid feeminis
Commune est cum monachis,
Nec te nec ullam aliam
Admittemus in insulam.

See the Acra Sancr. His. Page 610.

According to Dr. Ledwich, St. Senanus was no less a Personage than the River Shannon ; but O’Conner,
and other Antiquarians, deny this Metamorphosis indignantly.
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HOW DEAR TO ME THE HOUR.

Ar—The Twisting of the Rope*.

I.

HOW dear to me the hour when day-light dies,
And sun-beams melt along the silent sea;
For then sweet dreams of other days arise,

And Mem’ry breathes her vesper sigh to thee!

11.

And, as I watch the line of light that plays
Along the smooth wave towrd the burning west,

I long to tread that golden path of rays,
And think ’twould lead to some bright isle of rest!

* 1 had not sufficiently counsidered the structure of this delightful Air, when I asserted (m the Letter
prefixed to this Work) that it was too wild for words of a regular metre,
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TAKE BACK THE VIRGIN PAGE.

[ Written on returning a blank ‘Book.)

A1r—Dermott.

I
TAKE back the virgin page,
White and unwritten still ;
Some hand, more calm and sage,
The leaf must fill. ' .
Thoughts come as pure as light,
Pure as even you require;
But oh! each word I write
Love turns to fire.

11.

Yet let me keep the book ;
Oft shall my heart renew,
When on its leaves 1 look,
Dear thoughts of you'!
Like you ’tis fair and bright ;
Like you, too bright and fair
To let wild Passion write
One wrong wish there!

111.

Haply, when from those eyes
Far, far away, I roam,
Should calmer thoughts arise
Tow’rds you-and home,

Fancy may trace some line
Worthy those eyes to meet :
Thoughts that not burn, but shine,

Pure, calm, and sweet!

IV.

And, as the records are,
Which wand’ring seamen keep,
Led by their hidden star,
Thro” winter’s deep ;
So may the words I write
Tell thro” what storms 1 stray,
You still the unseen light,
Guiding my way !

79
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THE LEGACY.

A 1r— Unknoton.

I
WHEN in death I shall calm recline,

O bear my heart to my mistress dear ;
Tell her it liv’d upon smiles, and wine

Of the brightest hue, while it linger’d here.
Bid her not shed one tear of sorrow

To sully a heart so brilliant and light ;
But balmy drops of the red grape borrow,

To bathe the relic from morn to night.

1.

When the light of my song is o’er,
Then take my harp to your ancient hall ;
Hang it up at that friendly door
Where weary travellers love to call*:
Then if some Bard, who roams forsaken,
Revive its soft note in passing along,
Oh'! let one thought of its master waken
Your warmest smile for the child of Song.

I11.

Keep this cup, which is now o’erflowing,
To grace your revel when 1'm at rest ;

Never, oh! never, its balm bestowing
On lips that beauty hath seldom blest!

~ But when some warm devoted lover

T her he adores shall bathe its brim,
Oh'! then my spirit around shall hover,
And hallow each drop that foams for him.

* ¢ In every house was one or two Harps, free to all travellers, who were the more caressed, the more they
excellea in Music.”—0’HALLORAN,
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that weepeth! Long may the fair and brave Sigh oer the hero’sgrave.
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brave Sigh o'erthe herdsgrave. |
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We're falln up —on gloo_my days; Star af _ ter star de_cays:
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