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Editor's notes.

This is an accurate transcription, as far as possible within the limitations of current Finale notation software, of the facsimile
edition scores published by Studio per Edizioni Scelte, Firenze, 1984.

The original consisted of a keyboard part and a flute part without a score or measure numbers or anything else to assist in the
processes of rehearsal and performance. We have combined the two parts into a piano score and issued a separate flute part.

The original is fraught with inaccuracies in regards to missing or conflicting accidentals and even conflicting key signatures.
These have been rectified.

A number of anomalous characteristics of the score have been left in place. Triplets are rarely marked with a number.

In many cases, repeat signs do not have correlates. Particularly - at the midpoint of sonata form movements there will be repeat
signs pointing in both directions with no corresponding repeat at the end of the piece. I have left these anomalies in place for
the performer to decide how to approach the issues.

These works were published in two sets of three each. The first three without opus number, the second three as Opus XIII.
One can catch an intimation of the ambiguity of the musical notation in the title page, which lists the first three sonatas for
Pianoforte and the second set of three sonatas for Forte-Piano, or in the title pages which mark the second set of three sonatas
as Opus XIII in one edition and Opus XXIII in another. These inconsistencies should inform the performers' approach to

the compositions. It is clear that many decisions will have to be made about interpretation, and no slavish devotion to the
accuracyof the text as it appears can yield a sensible outcome without the addition of considerable interpretive artistry.

It is for this reason that I have left many ambiguous notations in place.

This set of sonatas belongs to a genre of keyboard sonatas with obligato flute. These differ from Devienne's other sonatas
which are more along the line of continuo sonatas, allowing the soloist to carry the melodic material for the entire composition.
The flute parts to these sonatas are perhaps less ingratiating to the performer than his continuo sonatas, but the musical value
of these pieces on the whole profits greatly from the inclusion of a more active and characteristic keyboard part.

Although the publication specifies what we would consider today to be either harpsichord or fortepiano, the writing is clearly
characteristic of piano voicing. One can often hear the energy of Beethoven breaking forth from assertive figuration and motivic
development in the piano part.

I offer this edition free in the hope these pieces find a place in the repertoire.

MT May 2019.
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