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for Two Pianos & Orchestra

I. Andantino assai
Il. Brioso
I1l. Animato con fuoco

INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 B=Clarinets

2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F

3 B=Trumpets

3 Trombones

Tuba

Timpani (4 drums)

Percussion (3 players)
player 1: Triangle, Tam-Tam, Tambourine,

Suspended Cymbal, Snare Drum

player 2: Bass Drum, Snare Drum, Castanets
player 3: Crash Cymbals, Glockenspiel, Xylophone

Harp

2 Solo Pianos

Violins One

Violins Two

Violas

Cellos

Basses

(duration: ca. 27-minutes)

Jeff Manookian’s Concerto for Two Pianos and Orchestra, composed in the summer of 2002, received its
world premiere in Yerevan, Armenia on November 29, 2002. Pianists Areg Simonian and Anna Ghazarian gave
this opus its debut with the Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by the composer.

An unabashed programmatic tone-poem, the concerto’s inaugural, and most lengthy, movement casts the
pianists into the guise of two lovers in intimate dialogue — with all the associated exhilarations of unfeigned and
insinuated romantic venerations. The orchestral fabric waxes as a poetic regard of the beloveds’ contemplations
and innermost sentiments. Albeit the “slow” movement of the concerto, this segment, despite its apparent
rhapsodic nature, assimilates sonata-allegro form. The extended duo-cadenza, at the movement’s midpoint, in
integral to the overall architecture of the music’s traversal rather than being a gratuitous moment of affected
exhibition.

Exhilaration of love’s joy is reflected in the perpetual motion of the succinct middle movement. The two
pianists’ roles are perfectly synchronized with the orchestra providing a backdrop of decisive effervescence.

Raw energy earmarks the concert’s finale. Its driving rhythms and virtuosic demands veritably roll over each
other. Briefly interrupted by a recapitulation of the opening motive of the first movement, the pianos reclaim the
stage with a fast fugato. The orchestra joins in the frivolity and things seem to wind down — only to surrender to a
final, fortissimo, exclamation point.

This work is has been released on the Albany Records label — TROY 581.
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