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Two of the songs in this charming Play are set by Dr. Arne. Of

both these pieces he has omitted to notice some of the words, a circum-

stance greatly to be regretted and difficult to be accounted for. The

first song, “ Under the Greenwood Tree,” is followed by a chorus,

“ Who doth Ambition shun.” Mr. Linley has supplied Arne’s omission

and adhered very closely to his original conception in the introductory

air, as he has also done to the quick movement of the second song,

“ Blow, blow, thou Winter wind” than which a more exquisitely tender

and elegant melody, or one more expressive of the poet’s sentiment was

never imagined. These judicious additions to Arne’s melody are

both inserted.

Mr. Steevens has been eminently successful in his glee to the

words, “ It ivas a Lover and his Lass” the words of which appear to

have been incorrectly given in the folio of 1623 ;
they are here

corrected from a quarto MS. in the Advocate’s Library, Edinburgh:

it contains about thirty-four songs with words, and sixteen song

and dance tunes. The latter part of the manuscript, which bears

the name of a former proprietor, “ William Stirling,” and the date

“ May 1639,” consists of Psalm tunes, evidently in the same hand-

writing, and written about the same time as the earlier portions. The

inaccuracies in the folio, which have given much trouble to Com-

mentators, are not to be found in this manuscript. In the printed

copy, the last verse stands in the place of the second. This was

observed and remedied by Dr. Therlby, and the words “ ring time,”

then rendered “rang time,” and by Commentators altered to rank time,

were first restored to the proper meaning by Steevens, who explains

them as signifying the attest season for marriage.

Stafford Smith’s glee of “ What shall lie have that killed the Veer”

is admirably expressed and deservedly popular.
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When daisies pied, and violets hlue^

And lady smocks all silver white,

And crocus huds of yellow hup
;

Do paint the meadows with delight^

The cuckoo then,, on every tree^

Mocks married men/for thus sings she
>

Cu ckao
;

Cuckoo . cnckon O word of fearj J j

Xlnpleasing to a matried ear«

2

When shepherds pipe, on, oaten straws.

And merry larks afe ploughmens clocks

When turtles tread, and rooks and daws.

And maidens hleach their summer frocks

The cuckoo then,on every tree.

Mocks married men, for thus sings she
Cuckoo,

Cuck o o, cuckoo, 0 word of fear,

tfVipleas ing to a married ear.
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