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  Introduction 

The source material for Trio No. 2 was 

composed in sporadic intervals between Chile and the 

USA, between 2014 and 2019. The material at the 

opening of the first movement was originally intended 

for a Flute, Cello, and Piano work which would 

eventually become Entre Vientos y Cuerdas, and the 

theme of the dance movement sprung from an 

abandoned 2015 work for a mixed ensemble of double 

reeds and percussion. In addition to this primary 

material, a scrapped complete fourth and nearly 

complete fifth movement were also composed in 

2019. Experimenting with ways to more consistently 

integrate material over longer time spans, the original 

fourth movement was meant to be a kind of 

development and recapitulation of the shorter first 

movement. The fifth was a fiery c-minor moto perpetuo 

derived from the rhythmic profile of the preceding 

material that, much like the first trio, closed with a 

culminative, energetic coda. In the end however, I felt 

that three movements struck the right duration, 

variety of material, proportion, and flow. Thus, the 

composition of Trio No. 2 was an exploration in 

which I attempted to find the limit of what material 

this instrumental combination could accept in this 

language, first expanding beyond, and then scaling 

back.  

Given the first trio’s warm reception, I was 

hesitant to return to this the genre; in the intervening 

years my work has proceeded on such wildly divergent 

paths that I wasn’t sure that a return to this style 

would be a successful one. Yet in the end I am 

confident that this second trio is in every way more 

mature, well-crafted, and compelling than the first. It 

deals with more complex material in a more lucid and 

sustained way, explores its sound world a bit deeper, 

and integrates external styles into the language much 

more fluidly. Furthermore I think this work builds on 

what made the first trio successful; idiomatic 

instrumental writing in a transparent, vocal style; a 

colorful sonic palate with a rich variety of texture; and 

a propulsive, often multi-layered, rhythmic writing. 

I am increasingly convinced that the Flute, 

Violin, and Cello trio may be the most perfectly 

reduced, economical “orchestra” in all chamber music. 

Like an orchestra, it contains a wide mix of timbral 

color, and uniform dynamic and technical facility 

throughout the extreme bass and treble registers. 

That the relative bareness of three solo instruments,  

compared to a Pierrot ensemble or double quintet, for 

example, effectively prevents the composer from 

cluttering the page with non-essential material, I see as 

yet another excellence of the medium. The Pierrot 

ensemble or double quintet are highly subject to their 

own nature. In the case of the Pierrot ensemble the 

sonic weight of the piano creates balance issues to be 

considered, and in the double quintet, with the winds 

outweigh the strings, the fundamental relationship 

between the instrumental groups is out of balance. So I 

find that in the trio, the absence of the piano places the 

three instruments in perfect equality to each other, with 

the 1:3 proportion of winds to strings placing a perfect 

balance between strings and winds, as in a true 

orchestra. And while I of course recognize that the trio 

is, undeniably, a chamber ensemble that subjects the 

material to its own peculiarities. But if we hold 

orchestral music as the aspirational ideal for composers 

wishing to express colorful, rich symphonic thought, I 

purport the trio to be perhaps a more apt miniature 

vessel of that thought than even solo piano music. 

About this work 

The first movement, as the title implies, is a 

kind of conversation between the instruments over a 

speech-like theme with an irregular rhythm and winding 

melodic curve. The violin and flute open the dialogue, 

each with their own interjections and contributing 

thoughts, leading towards a contrasting change of topic 

at letters C and D, which increase the pace, hinting at 

dance music, and leading towards the emphatic 

declarations that close the movement at G 

The second movement starts with pentatonic, 

hemiola melody in a double period structure, repeating, 

then transitioning into a diminuted double repetition of 

the material. A true development section starts at letter 

C, expanding on the material until letter F, which 

begins a canon of the theme in augmentation and 

diminution between flute and cello. From bar 189 the 

material liquidates, with a false transition at H leading 

into a development of the material from the first 

movement, with the noisy climax at 295 presenting 

material from both movements simultaneously in 

counterpoint. From bar 302 the material from the 

opening of the movement returns, altered from its 

journey, fizzling out till the end. 

The third movement is noble and elegiac in 

character, a kind of theme and variations bookended by 

a pensive, melancholy adagio. 
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