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THE ARGUMENT

HE ARGUMENT, as developed in the Opera (omitting the principal

humorous characters and incidents) is that Sir Walter Raleigh is in
love with Bessie Throckmorton, one of Queen Elizabeth’s Maids of Honour.

He writes an acrostic to her, which, being lost, is found by Jill-all-alone, a
dweller in the woods, who is suspected of being a witch: she gives it to the
Earl of Essex, who, considering Sir Walter Raleigh to be his rival for the
hand of Queen Elizabeth, uses it against him by handing it to the Queen.
She reads the praises of a certain Bessie, and taking the compliment to
herself, is not displeased thereby; when, however, she discovers that the
acrostic was intended for her maid (Bessie Throckmorton) she orders Raleigh
to be banished and Bessie to be imprisoned. Jill, who has further incensed
the Queen by some mocking words, is ordered to be burnt as a witch.

Essex, when he discovers that Raleigh is not his rival, attempts to repair
the mischief he has wrought by the following device:—

He arranges that one of the foresters shall impersonate Herne the
Hunter and appear in an apparition to the Queen while she is seated in the
forest beneath Herne’s Oak. According to tradition the appearance of the
weird huntsman occurs only when the monarch contemplates a crime. The
device succeeds, the Queen relents, and both the lovers and Jill are pardoned.
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CHARACTERS

BessIE THROCKMORTON (Maid of Honour to the Queen) .. Soprano
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( ‘ } . Contralto
QUEEN ELIZABETH
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