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P R E F A C E

AS the following pieces nr%e‘ wft that have appeared in print, of this kind, it may be neccﬂ'afy to fay fomething concerning their utility,

and the manner of performing th
That ereat and varied effects ma¥k be produced by Ducts upon Two keyed-Infiruments, has been proved by feveral ingenious compofitions,

fome of which have been publifhed in Germany ; but the inconvenience of having two Harpfichords, or two Piano-Fortes, in the fame

room, and the fhort timc they remain exallly in tune togcther, have prevented frequent trials, and even the cultivation of this fpecies of

mufic, notwithftanding all the advantages which, in other refpeéts, it offers to mufical ftudents.. The playing Duets by zwo perfons upon

OHE inflrument, 1s, however attendecl with nearly as.many advantages W’ithOl'lt the inconvelﬁencc Of CI'OWdiH“' 4 room, or Gf ﬁ'ﬂ uent or
y &2 o > q

double tuning : and fo extenfive is the compals of keyed-inftruments, that the molft full and elaborate compeofitions muft, if played by one

perfon, leave many parts of the feale unemployed ; which, perhaps, firft fuggefted the idea of applying Pedals to the Organ. And though,.

at firft, the necar appmach of the hands of the different performers may feem ankward and embarralling, a little ufe and contrivance with

refpect to the manner of placing them, and the choice of fingers, will foon remove that difficulty.
Indeed, it frequently happens, that when there are two ftudents upon the fame keyed-inftrument, in one houlfe, they are in each other
way ; however, by compofitions of the following kind, they become reciprocally ufcful, and neccflary Compamons in their mufical exercifes.
Befides the Amufemenr which fuch experiments will afford, they may be made {ublervient to two very ufeful purpofes of uf;jprow;;zcm, s

they will require a particular attention to Time, and to that clair-obfcure which is produced by diflerent degreces of Piano and Forze. Errors

committed in the Meafure, by cither of the performers of thele picces, who may accclerate, retard, or otherwife break its proportions, will
be fooner difcovered, and confequently attended with more difagrecable cffedls, than if fuch errors were committed by a fingle player,

as the harmony, and confent of parts will be tolally defiroycd by the leaft - deviation from {irict time of cither player,

unaccompinicd ;
And with refpeét to the Pianos and Fertes, cach Performer thould

unles the other oive way, and conform to the miftakes that are made.
try to difcover when he has the Privcipal Melody given to him, or when he is only to accompany thar Mclody ; m order, cither to make it

more confpicuous, or merelyto carich its harmony.  There is no fault in accompanying, (o deflruclive ot good mclody, tafte, and
cxpreflion, as the vanity with which young and ignorant Perfornicrs are too frequenty pollefled, of becoming LPriucipals, when they are
only Swbalterns 3 and of being heard, when they have nothing to fay that merits particular attention.  If the part which would aflord the
arcatelt pleafure to the hearer be (flocated, and rendered imudible, by too full, and too loud an accompaniment, it s like twowing the
apital fignre of a picce into the back-ground, or degrading the mafler mto a fervant.

It is hoped, however, that the great (Lrides which the exceutive part of Mufie, at leall, makes towards perfecltion, i this metropolis

aboundine at prefent in a greater number o capital performers, of almofl every kind, than any other in Europe, wi iHhon render fuch
remarks as thele uleless s and thar omething analovous to Perfpedive, Tranfparcncy, and Comtrafl in painting, will'be generally o Lopted iy mulice,,

and be thought of newrly as much inportance, and make as great a progrels anmong its fludenty, as they have Iuely done i-oihic other wit.

Ste Marci’s-flrect, fure 1797,
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Source Library: Sourced from the British Library

Source Citation: "Four sonatas or duets for two performers on one piano forte or harpsichord Composed by Chas. Burney Mus. D Price 10. 6."
London, [1777]. Eighteenth Century Collections Online. Gale. Newcastle University. 10 Jan. 2010
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