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Characters

_———
COUNT STACKAREFF. .(otherwise known as Black Lorenzo). . . . . Basso
CARMELITA . . . . hisdaughter. . . . . . . Dramatic Soprano
MARTA . . . . . . an old servant . . . . . . . . . Confralfo

STEPHEN PAULOFF. a Hussar commander and lover of Carmelita .  2:8% Baritone

or Medrum Tenor

SOLDIERS

LOCALE OF THE ACTION— A mythical Balkancountrycalled “Muscovadia’

e
\J

TIME - Early Russian
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Instrumentation

3 flutes with alternating piccolo
2 oboes

1 English Horn

2 Clarinets

2 Bassoons

4 Horns

2 Trumpets
3 Trombones
1 Tuba

Tympani

Large and small drums - Triangle
Carrillon

Xylophone

Large and small cymbal

First Violins
Second Violins
Violi
Violoncelli

Bassi
Harp

A heavy wooden mallet on a thin resonant pine board



THE LEGEND

A Lyric Tragedy

Music by JOSEPH BREIL Libretto by JACQUES BYRNE

Produced at the Metropolitan Opera House, ¢

New York City, Season 1918-1919

ARGUMENT

Count Stackareff, an impoverished nobleman, lives with his daughter, Carmelita, in his hunting
lodge in Muscovadia, a mythical country in the Balkans. In order to make his living, he leads a
double life. By day he is the courtly nobleman and by night a bloodthirsty bandit,named Black
Lorenzo. No one but his daughter knows of this double life and she i{s fearful that he will be found
out and executed as there is a price on his head. The story opens on a stormy night. Stackareff
tells his daughter that he has captured a wealthy merchant and is holding him for a large ransom.
He expects the messenger with the ransom that very night. If he does not come, Stackareff will
kill the man. Carmelita is fearful for her fathers safely and that her lover, Stephen Paul-
off, whom she met in Vienna, will find out that she is the daughter of such a rogue, and cast her
off. Carmelita therefore pfa,ys before a statue of the Virgin that Stephen will not learn of her
fathers calling. Marta,an old servant enters and tells Carmelita that she has seen Stephen in
the woods and that he has told her he will be over to see his sweetheart as soon as camp
is made. Carmelita is overjoyed. But Martawarns her of the legend that onthis night the Evil
One walks abroad and knocks at peoples’ doors: He who opens the door dies within a year.
Carmelita scoffs at this and asks Marta to tell her fortune with the cards. Marta doesso. The
death card, the ace of spades shows each time. Marta will not explain what this means and
leaves her mistress wondering. The storm increases and two knocks come. Thinking it is
Stephen, Carmelita goes to the door and opening it finds no one. She is affrighted. Later Stephen
arrives and calls. Carmelita admits him and in his arms, forgets for a time the dangers surround-
ing them. But she remembers them when Stephen tells her he has been sent to apprehend dead
or alive, a murderous bandit named Black Lorenzo. Fearing that she will lose him, Carmelita
makes Stephen swear before the Virgin that he will never desert her. She then goes to make
her preparations for elopement. Stackareff enters awaiting the messenger. Seeing a soldier
at the fireside he is fearfulthat he has been sent to arrest him. However Carmelita re-assures him
by saying that Stephen is herlover. But the inevitable oceurs when Stephen in response
to Stackareff’s questions, tellsthat he is after a cruel wolf named Black Lorenzo. The knocks
come and Stackareff after telling Stephen that he is the man, escapes through the door. Ste-
phen strives to go after him. Carmelita winds her arms arcund his neck and seeks to dissuade
him, reminding him of his oath. Stephen flings her off and rushesto go after the man when Carmel-
ita stabs him. Soon two soldiers enter withthe badly wounded form of her father and seeing that Car-
melita has killed their captainthey level their muskets at her. The curtain falls,behind which is
heard the final shot through the music of the finale.

Copyright, 1919, by Chappell & Co. Ltd.



To Constance Balfour.
The Legend
A Lyric Tragedy in One Act

BOOK BY JACQUES BYRNE
MUSIC BY

JOSEPH BREIL

%

ACT I

A living room in the lodge of Count Stackareffs estate. At right a large open fire-place in which logs
are brightly burning, and half surrounded by an ingle-nook on the up stage side. Back of it a wide window
thru which the rugged country-side is seen, now drenched in a wild storm, Next the window is a door leading
eut-side. Down stage left, on heavily tapestried walls are various instruments of the chase, some pictures and
a statue of the Virgin,before which stands a little priedieu. In the centre an oaken table still spread with the

remains of supper. Stackareff and his daughter are seated. His mood is a mixture of bravado and cruelty
hidden under a suave exterior. He raises his glass and drains it off.
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Curtain.
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When the curtain is down a shot is heard!
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The Legend





