
"In time of war"

Michael Hankinson

Over the last decade alone, armed conflict has claimed the lives of over 2 million 

children, another six million have been left wounded or  disabled for life. 

One million have become orphans. It is estimated today that more than 300,000 

children have been enrolled in militia groups and armies and been forced to carry

 a gun.  Half of those they kill are other children.

Source: UNESCO 

Almost five times as many children have died in conflict zones than fighters between 2013 and 2017, 

according to a report by Save the Children.

At least 870,000 children under the age of five have lost their lives as a result of armed conflict, a 

number far greater than the close to 175,000 fighters estimated to have died in the five-year period.

The data was released Friday ahead of the Munich Security Conference, which will take place Feb. 15-17.

 

The annual conference gathers more than 450 high-profile leaders to debate international security policy.

The report analyzed data from 10 of the worst conflict-affected countries for children in 2017, 

including Afghanistan, Yemen and Syria.  

Source: Save the Children

With poems by Fernando Pessoa 

and text from the burial service
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