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VILLAGE MUSIC

Suite for Chamber Orchestra

Dedicated to Herbert Dittler and the Columbia University Orchestra

ViLLAGE Music was conceived for small orchestra
with a view to providing a piece of moderate diffi-
culty which could be played by college orchestras and
amateur ensembles. The composer’s experience for

ten years as conductor of the Columbia University -

Orchestra inclines him to the opinion that in en-
sembles of this sort flutes, clarinets, trumpets, trom-
bones, percussion’ and strings are usually more avail-
able and often more proficient than the oboes, bas-
soons, and horns. Accordingly Village Music is scored
basically for the instruments of the former group
but optional parts have been provided in case the
others are available. When the oboe is used certain

indicated 1st clarinet passages, notably the solo in the
Nocturne are to be omitted. When the smaller group
of winds is used, the string sections should not be too
large, in general not to exceed ten violins, three
violas, three cellos and one bass.

The titles of the four movements are self explana-
tory. The Square Dance and Nocturne are expanded
versions of music used previously in two document-
ary films, “Youth Gets a Break” and ““Power and the
Land.”

The suite was composed in the summer of 1941 at
Cutchogue, Long Island.

- DOUGLAS MOORE

DoucrLas Moorkg, head of the music department of
Columbia University, has been remarkably successful
in reflecting the exciting quality of American life
through music, simply and without self-consciousness.
His Moby Dick, Pageant of P T. Barnum, or his folk
opera, The Devil and Daniel Webster, are all good
examples of this attractive characteristic. VILLAGE
MUSIC, typically American in spirit, is friendly, en-
joyable music in this vein.

Born in Cutchogue, Long Island, in 1893, Doug-
las Moore received his Mus. Bac. from Yale Univer-
sity in 1917, and studied as well with Vincent D’Indy
in Paris and Ernest Bloch in Cleveland. After serving
in the U. S. Navy during the last war, he became
curator of musical arts at the Cleveland Museum of

Art, 1921-255, and organist of Adelbert Chapel, West-
ern Reserve University, 1923-25. Since 1926 he has
been at Columbia University.

Mr. Moore held the Pulitzer Fellowship in music,
1925, the Guggenheim Fellowship in 1934. He re-
ceived the Eastman Publication Award in 1929 and
the Society for the Publication of American Music
Award 1938. He is the author of Listening to Music.
Among. Mr. Moore’s most important works not al-
ready mentioned are — orchestra: 4 Symphony of
Autumn, Overture on an American Tune; chamber
music: Sonala for violin and piano, String Quartet,
The Ballad of William Sycamore; operetta: The
White Wings, The Headless Horseman; film music
to Power and the Land, Youth Gets a Break.

Instrumentation
SMALL ORCHESTRA: FuLL ORCHESTRA:
Flute Violin I Add the following:
Clarinet I and II in Bb Violin II Oboe
Trumpet I and II in Bb Viola Piccolo
Trombone Cello Bassoon
Timpani Bass HornIand Il in F

Percussion



VILLAGE MUSIC

FOR SMALL OR FULL ORCHESTRA

Square Dance
Allegro moderato 4= 116

DOUGLAS MOORE
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parts marked with asterisks, in small notes, are optional, to be used when larger orchestra is desired.
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