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O magnum mysterium
Responsory for matins on Christmas day Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c.1525-1594)

Liber primus motettorum (Valerio e Dorico press, Rome, 1569)
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2 O magnum mysterium:  (score)  
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 O magnum mysterium:  (score) 3

�
q

præ

�

�
se

præ

�

q

�

�
�
q

�
se

�
pi

qq
in

q

�
præ

�
præ

�

�
in

�

�

�
in

�

�
seq
se

�
in

�
præ

�
in

�

�

�

�

�

q

q

�
o,

�
se

�
�
pi

�
pi

�
pi

�
pi

� q

q

� �

�

�

q

q

�
na

�

q

�
na

30

q

q
na

q

q

q

q q �

q�
�

�

�







8

�

	

q
na

q



8



8

�

�
num

�
num

�
num

�
num

�
ja�
ja

�
cen

�
cen�
cen

�
cen

�
cen

�
ja

�

�

�
ja

�
ja

�
tem

�
tem�

tem

�
tem

�
tem

�
tum

� �

�

�
tum

�

�

�
tum

�

tum

�

40

mus

�

�
mus,

�
mus,

q �
�

Na

q
tum

�

�
Na

�

q q

�
na

�
Na�
Na

�
tum

�
tum

�
tum

�
tum

�
di

�
di

�
di

�
di

q
mus

�

�

�
vi

�
vi

�
vi

�
vi

�

�

�

�

q
�

tum�

�
tum

�
tum

q q

�
na

�
di�
di

�
di

�
di

�
vi�
vi

�
vi

�
vi

�
tem

�
�
tem

�
tem

�
tem

�

�
cen

�
cen

�
cen

�
cen

q

�
præ

�
præ

�

�

�
in

�
in

�
in

�

�

35







8



8



8

�

	

�
ja

�
ja

�
ja

�
ja

�

�

�
o,

�
o,

�
o,

�

�
o.

~

q
pi

�
o.

�
o.

�
o.

�
o.

�
o.

�

�
pi

�
se

�
pi

�

�
pi

�
pi

�
Na

�

�

�
�

Na

q

�
se

�
præ

�
præ

�
se

�
se

�
in

�
in

�
præ

q �

�
se

Set by Allen Garvin (aurvondel@gmail.com) (orig. 2020-06-02 / ver. 2020-06-02) CC BY-NC 4.0



4 O magnum mysterium:  (score)  

�

�
lo

�
�
et

�

�
ros

�
ge

et

q
�
an

�
ge

�
ge

�
�
ge

�

�

�

�
cho

cho

�
an

�

�

� �
cho

�
an

�
an

�
ros

�
�
et

�
ros

�
ros

q

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

q

lo

�
�
lo

� � q

� �
rum,

�
lo

�
rum,

� �
et

�q

�

�

�
ros

�
et

�
ros

�
ros

�
ros

�
cho

�
�

cho

�
cho

�

�
cho

� �

�

�
an

�
cho�
an

�
an

�
an

�

�









8



8



8

�

�

	

�
et

�
et

�
et

�
et

�

�
mus

�
mus

�
mus

�
mus

�

�

q

�
rum,

�

�
rum,

�

�
rum,

�
rum,

�

�
rum,

45

q

�
et

�

�

�
cho

�
ge

�
ge

�
ge

�
lo

�
ge

�
ros

q

�
an

�
ge

�

�
lo

�
lo

�
lo

�

�
lo

�
lau

�

col

�
lau

�
lau

�
�

lau

�
dan

�
dan

�
dan

�
dan

�
tes

�
tes

�
tes

�
Do

�
Do

�
Do

num,

�
num,

�
col

55

�

�
mi

�
mi

�
mi

�
col

�
col

�
num,

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
Do

�
Do

�
Do

�
Do

�
tes

�
tes

�
tes

�
tes

�
mi

�
mi

�
mi

�
mi

�

�

q
ge

q
an

�
an

�
lo

�
an

50
 �

q q

�
ge

�
ge

�

�
ge

q q

q

q

q
�

rum,

�
et

�
et

�
et






8



8



8

�

�

�
rum,

�
cho

�

�
ros

�
ros

�
ros

�
ros

�
cho

�
cho

�
an

�

�
cho

�
lau

�
lau

�

23

23
�23
col

�23
col

�23
col

23

�

�

	
lau

�
dan

�
dan

�
dan

�

lo

�

�
lo

�
lo

�

�

�
rum,

�
rum,

�

rum,

�
rum,

�

Set by Allen Garvin (aurvondel@gmail.com) (orig. 2020-06-02 / ver. 2020-06-02) CC BY-NC 4.0



 O magnum mysterium:  (score) 5

q

ia.

q
le

�
�

�

q

�
le

�
ia.

�q

�

�
Al�
lu

q

��
lu

�
lu

�
Al

�
lu

�
le

�
le

�

�

�
le

q q

�
Al

�
lu

q

�
ia.

�

�
le

�
ia.

�

�

q
�
Al

�
num.

q

� �

65q �

�
lu

�

�

�
q
ia.

�

�

�
ia.

q

�
�

�

qq
�
q

~

q

�
lau

�
lau�
lau

�
lau

�
lau

�
col

�
dan

�
dan

�
dan

�
dan

�
dan

�
lau

60

�









8



8



8

�

	

�

�

�

�

�
col

�
col�
col

�
col

�
col

�
,

�

�
num,

�
num,

�
num,

�
num

�

�

�24
num.

�24
num.

�24
num.

�24
num.

�24
num.

�24
mi

�
mi

�
mi

�
mi

�
mi

�
Do

�

�

�

�
Al

�
Al

�
Al

�
Do

�
Do

�
Do

�
Do

�
Do

�
tes

�
tes

�
tes

�
tes

�
tes

�
tes

�
dan

�
mi

�

�

�

�
le

�
ia.

70 �
lu

�
�

�

�
ia.

�

�
ia.

�

�
lu

q

q

�

�
le

�

�

�
le

q

q

�

q

lu

�
le

�
Al

�
lu

�

�
Al

�

q

�
lu

q��

�

�
q
�
le

�
Al

��

�
ia.

�
Al

q

q �
q
ia.

�
le

�

q
q q
�
luq q

q

�

�
q
ia.

�
le

�
�
lu

�
lu

�
Al

q �

q

�
le

�
ia.

�

�









8




�

	

q q
�
lu

�
Al

�
le

8



8

�

�

q
�
le

�

�

�
Al

�
Al

�
Al

�
le

�

�
le

�
le

�

�
Al

� q

�
ia.

q

q
ia.

�
ia.

�
Al

��
lu

q
Al

�
lu

�
lu

�

q
ia.

�

�

q
�
q

q

�

�

�
lu

�

�

�

�
ia.

�

�

~

q

q

Set by Allen Garvin (aurvondel@gmail.com) (orig. 2020-06-02 / ver. 2020-06-02) CC BY-NC 4.0



6 O magnum mysterium:  (score)  

�

q

q
le

q

�
q

lu

q

�

�
q

�

�
�
lu

�

q

�
le

�

�

�

�
�
lu

��

�
Al�
Al

�
lu

�
lu

�
Al

�
�

ia.

�
le

�
le

q

�

q
q

�

q
ia.

�
�

q q
q
q �
�
�

�

�

�
ia.

�
ia.

�

�

�
ia.

lu

q
ia.

�
�

�

�
ia.

�

�
le

�

�
le

q
le

�
lu

�
lu

�

�

q q

�
ia.

q

�

�









8



8



8

�

�

	

Al

�
Alq

�
Al

�
q

�
�
q
ia.

�

q

�

q

�
�

�
lu

�
ia.

�
lu

�
le

�

�
lu

��
Al

~ �
ia.

�
�
le

�
ia.

�

�
Al

75

�

�
Al

�
�
Al

�

�
�

�

�

�

�

Al

�
le

le

�

�

�

�
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et admirabile sacramentum,

ut animalia viderent Dominum natum

jacentem in præsepio.

Natum vidimus et choros angelorum

collaudantes Dominum, Alleluia.

O great mystery

and wonderful sacrament,

that animals should see the new-born Lord

lying in a manger!

The new-born we saw and choirs of angels

praising the Lord. Alleluia!
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