Quem vidistis pastores

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (¢.1525-1594)

Liber primus motettorum (Valerio e Dorico press, Rome, 1569)

Responsory for matins on Christmas day
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Quem vidistis pastores: (score)
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The new-born we saw and choirs of angels

tell us: who has appeared on earth?
praising the Lord. Alleluia!

Whom did you see, shepherds, say:

annuntiate nobis, in terris quis apparuit?
Natum vidimus et choros angelorum

Quem vidistis, pastores, dicite:
collaudantes Dominum, Alleluia.
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