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The Nightingale

Introductory Notes

The Nightingale was written in 1979
for the Northern Chamber Orchetra.
Although it is intended for concert per-
formance, it exploits the simple dra-
matic possibilities of the concert ar-
rangement as suggested below. A per-
formance takes 40–45 minutes.

The Flute Player represents the
Nightingale and should be quietly
dressed, possibly with a brown or drab
colour predominating but with no at-
tempt at a bird costume. She/he plays
off-stage and on-stage, making en-
trances and exits during the story. At
the rear of the orchestra there should
be a small dais for the flautist, easily
accessible from a nearby entrance or
from behind a screen if preferred.

The Baritone represents and sings
the words of the Emperor of an East-
ern land. He makes an entrance during
the story, and should act his role with
suitable gesture and vocal portrayal
of a wide range of emotions. Cos-
tume would enhance the role: it can
be any suitable style, possibly a rich-
looking “mandarin” gown, but nothing
hot or heavy. The singer uses his mu-
sical score as a stage property at first;
it should therefore be given a neutral
cover. He might have a small dais in
front of the orchestra on the conduc-
tor’s right, further to the side than
the Narrator. The dais could have a

chair to represent throne and bed, if
the singer wishes to use it; a music
stand might also be welcome, to free
his arms.

The Harpsichord Player represents
the Mechanical Nightingale. He/she
has to make a comic entrance and be
prepared to do as much as is practi-
cable in the way of gesture and pos-
ture while playing, to add to the vi-
sual effect. A very gaudy waistcoat
or jacket should be worn, very large,
perhaps with a fancy bow-tie — any-
thing on those lines. The harpsichord
should be on the conductor’s left with
the player’s music ready on it, and op-
tionally with an easily removable cloth
over the body of the instrument.

The Narrator should have a voice
which contrasts in quality with the
baritone’s, and so a female narrator
might be the first choice. She should
stand fairly close to the conductor,
right or left, as the cuing into the mu-
sic has to be quite slick at times: the
narrative could easily get out of phase
with the music and continue so if there
were not the means of close commu-
nication between conductor and nar-
rator. She might also have a low
dais and, of course, a suitable reading
stand.

The Conductor and String Or-
chestra also have a couple of oppor-
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tunities to participate in the action, if
they enter into the spirit of the thing.

Any feature of staging suggested here
is optional. The work could in fact be
performed purely as an aural experi-
ence, with everyone in place, normal
dress, no dramatics and no movement.
On the other hand, setting, lighting

effects, costume, staging and action
could be elaborated according to the
resources available. The work was, in
fact, written to be brought alive in the
style outlined above, and this much
should be possible under almost all cir-
cumstances, so that The Nightingale
can still form one item on the pro-
gramme of a normal concert.

Performance Notes

The orchestra for The Nightingale,
as originally composed, consists of 4
First Violins, 3 Second Violins, 2 Vi-
olas, 2 Cellos and 1 Double Bass. If
the orchestra used in a performance
corresponds to this strength, then
the marking (tutti), found at various
points in the score and parts, has no
relevance whatsoever and should be ig-
nored. A tutti marking without paren-
theses, however, applies in all cases.

The work may be performed by a

larger string ensemble than that origi-
nally intended. In these cases the first
violins will find themselves frequently
divisi a4, the second violins a3, and the
violas and cellos a2. Passages marked
solo in the score and parts should in
all cases be played by one player only;
a subsequent (tutti) marking indicates
that all the players of the relevant sec-
tion or sub-section should play.

At various times the Narrator speaks
over the music. The Narrator should
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begin speaking at the point in the
music indicated by the score, but in
other respects the speech is not gener-
ally synchronized with the music: each
speech should continue at its natural
pace. In most cases the speech may
well finish a little before or after the
score suggests: this is to be expected.

In a few places, however, the orches-
tra has a fermata and is required to
wait for the Narrator to finish. This
should be clear from the layout of the
score, and all such cases are in any case
listed below, together with other un-
usual factors that the conductor needs
to be aware of.

No.1

Bar 21 The fermata need only be ob-
served if it is required in order to allow
the Narrator to finish speaking before
the cello entry.

Bars 29 & 32 The 2 fermatas must
be long enough to allow the Narrator
to finish speaking.

Bars 46–49 The conductor should
endeavour to ensure that the word
“lake”, spoken by the Narrator, occurs
as near to the first beat of bar 49 as
reasonably possible. Bars 46-47 will
probably need to be played just once,
but they may be repeated once or even
more times if necessary: the best solu-
tion should be found in rehearsal. The
tempo should not be varied to try to
make the word “lake” come precisely
on the first beat of bar 49; but it is
desirable that the change of focus in

the narration and the change of time
and key in the orchestra are within a
couple of beats or so of each other.

Bars 89–90 The glissando in each
part should be evenly spread over the
time allowed, i.e. a bar and a half or,
in the case of the 2nd cello, a whole
bar.

No.3

Bars 1–8 The Emperor (baritone)
makes his entrance during these 8 bars.
The repeat should only be made if it
is necessary in order to give the Em-
peror extra time to reach his position
on stage and to be ready to sing.

No.5

Bar 12–14 The double bass player,
at this point representing the coach-
man of the story, can shake his head
in time with the 7 notes.

No.9

Bars 5–6 Here the double bass should
try to sound as bovine as possible.

Bars 9–10 The cellists should press
their bows on to the string and move
them to produce a pitchless, creaking
sound reminiscent of croaking frogs.
The strings should not be allowed to
“ring”: merely a tuneless, creaking
noise is required.
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No.11

The flautist, who has until now played
off-stage, enters during this number.

No.14

Two versions of this number are pro-
vided: No.14A (30 bars in length) and
No.14B (22 bars). Only one of these is
to be played: the choice must be made
in advance, depending on the amount
of time required for the harpsichordist
(and the harpsichord, if not already in
position) to reach their places. During
this number the harpsichordist should
strut on, with a mechanical-style “silly
walk”. Meanwhile the 3rd and 4th
violinists (or other players who can
be spared) may assist in removing
the harpsichord cover, escorting the
player, or bringing on the harpsichord.

No.15

Bars 1–2, 7–8 etc. The harpsichord
player can pretend to crank the harpsi-
chord during these “winding up” pas-
sages.

Bars 3–6 The harpsichordist must
play in strict time, whereas the flautist
plays molto rubato.

Bar 16 Note that there is no fermata
in this bar.

Bars 17–48 The members of the or-
chestra call out “Encore”, “More”,
“Bis”, “Again” etc. on the final beat of
various bars, as shown in the score and
parts. There can be a further erup-
tion of enthusiasm before the Narra-

tor’s speech at the end of bar 48. Dur-
ing this passage the flautist unobtru-
sively leaves the stage.

Bars 60–81 The Emperor sings in a
mechanical style, in imitation of the
“artificial bird”.

No.15B

Bar 9 A little extra humour may be
produced if the Narrator begins the
next speech during the pause, only to
be cut off by the harpsichord’s final
note.

No.16

Bars 35–36 The first fermata (bar
35) is optional, but it should be ob-
served if necessary to allow the Nar-
rator to finish her speech ending “glit-
tered on the artificial bird.” The fer-
mata in bar 36, however, should al-
ways be observed after the speech has
ended.

Bars 40–87 There is a gradual and
almost imperceptible accelerando dur-
ing this passage, from about ♩=72 to
♩=100.

Bar 80 The harpsichord here plays
in strict time at the tempo of No.15.
The orchestra meanwhile continues its
gradual accelerando (see note to bars
40–87). The harpsichordist must play
the 8 bars in full, but since the harp-
sichord’s tempo and the orchestra’s
are quite unrelated, it is unlikely that
the harpsichord will finish playing pre-
cisely at the moment indicated in the
score.
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Listen – and we shall tell you a story.
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Narrator:

Long ago and far away, there was an old city in an Eastern land.
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Narrator:

In that city lived a great emperor.
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Narrator:

In the gardens of the palace,

Every flower was hung

with a silver bell,
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Narrator:

The garden was so

immense that neither the Emperor nor his court had ever beeen to the end of it.  But beyond it was a 
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lake, where small fishing boats went to and fro.
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Narrator:

Round the lake was a wood.  In the daytime birds flitted among the branches.
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Narrator:

As the day faded, one by one the birds went to their nests.
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Narrator:

But one bird did not sleep.  As the moon arose, the song of a nightingale was heard across the lake.
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Narrator:

No-one in the great palace knew about it.  They were far away, and fast asleep.
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Narrator:

But poor fishermen, who had to work long into the night, listened to the nightingale, and they spread the story of

its enchanting melodies.  Travellers began to arrive from all over the world, to see the Emperor's treasures.
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Narrator:

– but especially to hear the nightingale.  They wrote books about their travels.  At last, one of these books

reached the Emperor.
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Narrator:

The Chamberlain hurried in.  He was very self-important, and, to every question from an inferior, his only

answer was:
���

gliss.

Solo cello
  – which does not mean anything in particular.  But he did not dare to say –

���
gliss.


  – to the Emperor, or even to say – ���sf



�
��  – which he sometimes used instead.  The

Emperor was so excited, that every time the Chamberlain tried to insert a question, the Emperor cut him short.

    segue...
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Narrator:

“Get the bird?” said the Chamberlain.  “But you haven't told me what it is called.”

 

Emperor (baritone):

Do I have to tell you everything?  It's called the Nightingale, you fool!

 

Narrator:

So the Chamberlain went through the palace, asking everybody if they knew of a bird called “The

Nightingale-You-Fool”.  It did not make him very popular.

He asked the cook.

    segue...
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The cook shook his head.
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He asked the maids.
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Narrator:

He asked the big, stupid coachman.
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Narrator:

The maids just giggled.
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Narrator:

He even asked the Conductor of the Palace Band if he knew the talented little musician.

 

    [Conductor turns to face audience, and gives an exaggerated Gallic shrug.  Holds this position while

     Narrator continues.] 

 

Narrator:

But, of course, the Conductor had never come across any talented musicians.

 

    [Conductor nods agreement vigorously to audience, and turns to face orchestra.  They make protesting

     noises with voices and instruments.  Conductor raps stand.  Order is restored.] 

 

Narrator:

So the Chamberlain returned to the Emperor and told him not to believe all he read in books.  The Emperor was

furious.

    segue...
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Narrator:

These threats confused the Chamberlain so much that, before he could stop himself, he burst out with –
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gliss.

Solo cello
  – and also – ���sf
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  Then he ran off.

    segue...
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Narrator:

the cook...
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�Presto ( ��  = 168)

Narrator:

All the servants joined in, one by one;
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Narrator:

the maids...
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Narrator:

even the big coachman...
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Narrator:

and they all ran through the palace.
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Narrator:

Suddenly they stopped.  They had reached the garden, and they heard a fiddle playing.

    segue...
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Narrator:

It was a gipsy fiddler, who came to the palace to mend the pots and pans.  “Ah, yes,” he said.  “The nightingale

is down by the lake, where I keep my caravan.  I speak to her, sometimes, on my fiddle, and I can understand

what she says.”  So down they went to the woodland.

    segue...
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Narrator:

“That’s it,” they cried.  “No,”

said the gipsy.  “That’s a cow.” 
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Narrator:

They heard a noise.
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* See Performance Notes page iv.
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Narrator:

“That’s it!” cried the coachman.  “Just like little bells.”
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* See Performance Notes page iv.
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Narrator:

“No,” said the fiddler.  “Only frogs in the rushes.”
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Narrator:

“That’s her,” said the gipsy, and pointed to a lttle, brown bird, up in the branches.
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Narrator:

“Speak to her in the language of music,” they said.  “Tell her that the Emperor wishes her to sing to him.”

    segue...

No. 10
 

44�

44
�

��
�

��� ��� �

� �
� ��

�
� ������� ���

44
Moderato; rubato

44
 �

 �

Solo Violin

Flute

��
mp
� �� ��� 34

��
34

��
� ��

� ����

mp
�

������
� ����

32

32
�

3 �6

� ��� �����
�� ��� ��
 �




5 �
�

� ���
p
� � ��

� �� �� ����� ��

�� ��� ���� � ���
55

�
3

� � � ��

32

32
���

� ���� �
����


9

32

32
�

�

�
�
 � 54

54p
�

�� ���� 44 �
44 �

� �
mf�

�
�

�������
�Più mosso

44
�

44
�

�

�

��

�

��� �

�

�

�

��
�

��� ��

32


12 32

�

� �

mp
�

�
34
mf�

��
�

�
34

�� � �

�
pp

34

34
� ��Meno mosso

p
� � ���� ��

�
� �44 mp

�
44��

���

�

�

rit.

�
�

�

�




16 �

�
��

�

� � �
�

�
��

�� �� � ��

textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:12:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:55:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:12:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:15:16
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:72:73
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:24:25
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:59:60
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:56:57
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:55:56
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:14:15
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:69:70
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:66:67
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:63:64
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:29:30
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:57:58
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:41:42
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:55:6:7
textedit:///usr/local/lilypond/usr/share/lilypond/current/ly/grace-init.ly:23:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:42:43
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:55:13:14
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:61:62
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:22:23
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:47:48
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:36:37
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:43:44
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:32:33
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:27:28
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:51:52
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:55:56
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:103:49:50
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:36:37
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:31:32
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:26:27
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:24:25
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:48:49
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:43:44
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:38:39
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:8:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:6:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:8:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:55:19:20
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:19:20
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:15:16
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:99:9:10
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:39:40
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:44:45
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:36:37
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:29:30
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:10:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:52:53
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:49:50
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:10:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:27:28
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:101:20:21
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:34:35
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:36:37
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:32:33
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:30:31
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:12:13
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:44:45
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:40:41
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:38:39
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:16:17
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:14:15
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:60:61
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:21:22
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:28:29
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:26:27
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:19:20
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:11:12
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:26:27
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:17:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:17:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:105:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:57:58
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:76:77
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:75:76
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:58:23:24
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:58:24:25
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:58:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:58:96:97
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:45:46
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:16:17
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:23:24
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:61:62
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:105:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:62:24:25
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:22:23
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:16:17
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:38:39
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:36:37
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:34:35
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:28:29
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:107:24:25
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:58:85:86
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:58:20:21
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:58:90:91
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:86:87
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:79:80
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:58:92:93
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:64:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:105:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:63:64
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:72:73
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:70:71
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:58:59
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:57:52:53
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:57:58
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:83:84
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:52:53
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:43:44
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:79:80
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:75:76
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:81:82
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:41:42
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:87:88
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:18:19
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:14:15
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:85:86
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:60:21:22
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:68:26:27
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:68:20:21
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:69:20:21
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:68:36:37
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:68:29:30
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:68:33:34
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:67:20:21
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:66:68:69
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:66:60:61
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:67:96:97
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:109:22:23
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:67:94:95
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:67:86:87
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:68:27:28
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:68:34:35
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:69:22:23
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:69:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:68:6:7
textedit:///usr/local/lilypond/usr/share/lilypond/current/ly/grace-init.ly:23:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:64:17:18
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:66:57:58
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:66:54:55
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:67:22:23
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:67:24:25
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:67:23:24
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:67:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:67:99:100
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:69:29:30
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:69:32:33
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:69:26:27
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:24:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:24:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:69:34:35
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:109:35:36
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:109:39:40
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:109:29:30
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:110:43:44
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:110:47:48
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:109:44:45
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:69:23:24
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:17:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:17:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:115:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:64:11:12
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:109:15:16
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:109:24:25
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:112:18:19
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:21:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:21:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:66:55:56
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:66:49:50
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:110:62:63
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:110:64:65
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:110:52:53
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:110:55:56
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:19:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:112:13:14
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:19:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:112:7:8
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:12:13
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:17:18
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:19:20
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:12:13
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:15:16
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:9:10
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:63:64
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:56:57
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:54:55
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:50:51
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:47:48
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:30:31
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:28:12:13
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:28:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:28:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:67:68
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:37:38
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:26:27
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:35:36
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:65:66
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:23:24
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:73:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:41:42
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:48:49
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:18:19
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:21:22
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:29:30
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:23:24
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:24:25
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:32:33
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:49:50
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:47:48
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:45:46
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:57:58
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:55:56
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:43:44
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:53:54
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:51:52
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:24:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:24:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:115:13:14
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:37:38
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:41:42
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:31:32
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:24:25
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:28:29
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:26:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:24:25
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:15:16
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:43:44
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:36:37
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:117:31:32
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:67:68
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:26:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:59:60
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:63:64
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:71:71:72
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:77:11:12
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:77:17:18
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:33:27:28
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:33:27:28
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:77:21:22
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:77:25:26
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:33:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:13:14
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:56:57
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:20:21
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:26:27
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:16:17
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:55:56
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:50:51
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:47:48
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:77:6:7
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:12:13
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:77:16:17
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:31:32
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:40:41
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:35:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:41:42
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:37:38
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:35:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:77:31:32
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:121:45:46
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:44:45
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:52:53
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:40:41
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:31:2:3
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:38:39
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:47:48
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:77:36:37
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:35:36
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:45:46
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:31:32
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:41:42
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:51:52
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:76:77
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:57:58
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:119:55:56
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:58:59
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:62:63
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:65:66
textedit:///home/david/Cloud/LilyPond/Nightingale/InputFiles/no10_music.ily:75:70:71


51

�

�

���� ��
�

��
�

�

�

�� �

�

�

�

�

�

� ���

�
�
�

�

� �� �

�� �
� �

�
�� ����

mf
� 34 �

34 �
��

pp
�




22 ������

��

�

24
�

�� �

�� �

��
�

� 24
�
mf

� ���
f

�

44

rit.

� ��
44

� ����

�

�

�

�

�
��

�

�

��� �
�

��

�
3

3

���

��

� �

�

�

�

�

�64
�

64
�

�

���
�

�

�

�




27

Più largo

f
�f
�

�
��

�
� �

�

�

�
�

24 �

24 �

�

��

� �

�

�

�

�

Narrator:

The fiddler turned, and spoke to the courtiers.  “She says it is a great honour, and she has agreed to come.”
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Narrator:

That evening the palace glittered with thousands of gold lamps.
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4. 54

Narrator:

There were flowers everywhere, each with its tiny silver bell.   Into all this splendour came the

nightingale, and quietly settled on a golden perch. 
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Narrator:

The palace orchestra tuned up.

 

    [Orchestra makes “tuning up” noises.]

 

Narrator:

They played a minuet.

    segue...
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Narrator:

Then a gavotte.
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Narrator:

Then the Emperor gave a signal for the Nightingale to begin.

    segue...
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Narrator:

The Nightingale was a complete success.  She was to stay at court; she had her own cage; she was allowed to fly

out twice a day and once at night.  She had twelve attendants, who held a silken cord fastened to her feet.  She

did not seem very happy about all these arrangements to improve her standard of living. 

 

In company, however, she still sang splendidly.  All the city talked of her.  Her fame spread abroad.

 

Then, one day, messengers arrived with an unusual present from the Emperor of the South.

    segue...

No. 14a
 

� �

�

� �

� �

�

�

���

�

�

1 desk�

�

p
�

��

����

�
�

�

�� �

�

��� �

�

���

������� �����

� �

�

�

	Double Bass

Cellos

Violas
�

Violins II
�

Violins I
�

44

Allegretto (� = 96)

Narrator:

They brought it in, to the sound of their own strange music.
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Narrator:

They brought it in, to the sound of their own strange music.
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Narrator:

The present was a mechanical nightingale, covered in rubies and diamonds.  When it was wound up, it could

sing one of the real nightingale’s songs, and its tail went up and down in time.  “Wind it up,” they said.  “We’ll

have a duet.”
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Narrator:

It was hopeless.   So the mechanical bird had to perform alone.
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Narrator:

After the thirty-third

encore, the Emperor arose. 
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Narrator:

So, for a whole year, the mechanical bird was the favourite of all the land.  But, one day, something went wrong.

    segue...
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Narrator:

A clock-mender was called in.  He did his best, but all that the bird could now manage was:

    segue...
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Narrator:

In fact, the works were so badly worn, that it was now only permitted to be played once a year.

Five years went by.  The Emperor, whom all the people loved, fell gravely ill.  He was not expected to live

through the night.

    segue...
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Narrator:

The silent city waited, stricken with grief.
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Narrator:

The Chamberlain paced the corridors, in sorrow.
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The maids talked in whispers.
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Narrator:

The floors of the palace were muffled with heavy cloths.
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Narrator:

             All alone, wasted and pale, the dying Emperor lay in his great bed, with the velvet curtains drawn
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Narrator:

back.   Through an open window, the moonlight fell across his face, and glittered 

on the artificial bird.
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Narrator:

So the Emperor slept peacefully.  When all his rich resources had failed him, only the Nightingale had come to

his aid, and she had charmed away Death himself.  Next morning, the Emperor awoke, restored and refreshed.  

He dressed himself in his royal robes.  Down in the palace, the courtiers were sure that he must have passed

away in the night.
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Narrator:

One by one they crept upstairs, to look at their dead Emperor.   They entered the bedroom —
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Narrator:

— and stopped, astounded.
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Narrator:

The bed was empty.   Over by the window

stood their Emperor.   He turned, and smiling

at their astonished faces, he said to them:
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