Caput ejus aurum optimum

Song of Songs 5:11-12

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c.1525-1594)
Motettorum ... Liber quartus (Gardano press, Rome, 1584)
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Caput ejus aurum optimum: (score)
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Caput ejus aurum optimum;

comee ejus sicut elatee palmarum,
nigree quasi corvus.

Oculi ejus sicut columbee

super rivulos aquarum,

qué lacte sunt lotee,

et resident juxta fluenta plenissima.

His head is as the finest gold:

his locks as branches of palm trees,
black as a raven.

His eyes as doves

upon brooks of waters,

which are washed with milk,

and sit beside the plentiful streams.

Douay Rheims translation
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