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Instrumentation

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in B-flat
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in B-flat

Timpani

Violins |
Violins II
Violas

Cellos

Double Basses

Op. 55

I. Allegro con brio

About this version

This version of Beethoven's Third Symphony is essentially

an answer to the question 'what if the orchestras during
Beethoven's time had had access to valved horns and valved
trumpets?'. This symphony was written before valved brass
instruments became available in the 19th Century. Thus
Beethoven's orchestration of the brass section was constrained
by the fact that the horn players and trumpeters were limited
to playing notes within one specific harmonic series, and
changing the crook midway through the piece wasn't
instantaneous. In this version, I revised the three Horn parts
and the two Trumpet parts, mainly by modifying the existing
passages and adding more notes whereever appropriate so that
the parts contain more than just mostly harmony supporting
the melody of woodwinds and strings. I changed the key of
the Horns from E-flat to F, and that of the Trumpets from
E-flat to B-flat. I also add a fourth Horn part so it matches the
horn section of modern orchestras.
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