A Cat’s Life

a little opera for solo piano
(1990)

Keith Eisenbrey



A Cat's Life

Introduction

Good Evening radio listeners, and welcome once again to Opera of
the Mind.

Tonight's program features a rather peculiar work from the operatic
literature.

A Cat's Life is not set in any of the great operatic languages - Italian,
German, French, or Soprano.

In fact, there are no singers at all.
There are no costumes, no sets, nor any lighting effects.

There is an orchestra, but it has been reduced to the 88 keys of the
big black box and the 10 facile fingers of the perpetrator - truly a low
budget artistic endeavor.

So what's left?
Well, there is a story of sorts.

It involves the adventures of a Herocat, and its broad outline is
quickly told.

In the first act, Herocat is a kitten and romps around for awhile,
finally settling down for a nap.

In the second act, Herocat continues napping.

At the very end of the third act, as the final notes dream away, Hero
Cat stretches and wakes.



There are further nuances, but let's begin.
I will touch on the main points for you as they pass by.
So settle back, sip your tea.

Now, Herocat, the kitten:



Act I

J: 88 Vivace

A Cat's Life

a little opera for solo piano

Keith Eisenbrey
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illuminations by Karen Eisenbrey, used by permission

June 7, 1990, Seattle
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Herocat plays in the
legato

- exuberance of Kittenhood.
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Play resumed
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In his dream, Herocat sleeps.
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Narrator: And becomes despondent.
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In his dream, Herocat recalls the passion of the great task.
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Narrator: Herocat becomes uneasy about his existence.
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Narrator: In his dream, Herocat rises from the jungle.

jungle.

from the j

« « « FISES

... Herocat. ..

4

:J.Q
e
L0}
I/
X
rE)
L0}
I/
> 3

J

piu
18,8\ — molto cantabile
v O
y .4
[ fan
\\SY
Y
pp
N - | | | |
§ E — ! N — !

i1l MOSSO

3

DP'
|
I

AR2. ad libitum

193

NO®
===
=
||
.AU 00 ~
===
q
||
L
WO ~t
e
Q]
q
G
oo A\
— N

4!

1

il O XD
L ey
[ fan WL P340
DN

197

mp

|
|
|

_48-



200
N #.

g

O -

O

203

N
i
Y|
B
%y
—
L )
e
s vl
—
& g
== = E = S
e
p.L
i
|
doolS
S ey SR
e A

e e
e
—/ |1 I
1
I.Au 71 ~t Qﬂn.mwl 1
KN
()
1
e
B ) [T1e
)
—/ I [
T S g
\
TTe
o |90
o Aunmw@ N
(V]
— N

%
N
| N
'Y
SR
) e
)
—e/ | I
N
L _HEE
N
—3 | pmJ ome..
) T
[N
18
®
1
)
SN DO
— N

-49-



213

\\\@ W
ST
[ aN N

.

B

1™

N
¢

i
N

3
N

. N

3

TR ¢

1™ N

| i

N
® ], 8
LI )

_N
|
L b
¢
N
— 1
_a
Q Q_ i
_K
Ten
- oL
- m IW
€ s
M o
g sl
S =N o1l
A Tla
=
n N
[
o) ¢
S S
NN
sags &
— N

222

14

subito —_———
|

be

b

/1

DO

r—

(N DO -

|V

he ),

be-

Narrator: In his dream Herocat stretches, and wakes.

m.“ 2,
£ ool & |[gee
S TR N | T
o
e N N
)]
e
S
m N
() I
- = .
- Q | |
” i N N
TR
LN
N
5 T
wn
<
Q Tre
m N
()
- 076 ~t
0N
N
S
JhR RN
1R Q-
N v
S NG N
oN
— N

_50-



3

b

b

614

. . . and wakes.

©O
O

o —

DO

‘ﬁ
o/ fine

JO

8vb______

3
17

1= A

L i P

1= e

-51-

Loy

e

231
[a)
Y
y
(r~=&
A\SV)
)
ray;

A\SV}




