Davide Verotta

Crisp

For two pianos




GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Tempo marks are indicative, and strict metronomic adherence is not required.
Accidentals only apply to the written octave; they are occasionally repeated within a
measure to simplify reading. Use of Pedal is ad lib, unless specified in the score.

Duration: around 11°.

PROGRAM NOTES

Crisp is a single-movement composition for two pianos. Originally written in 2015 and
revised in 2020. It opens with the highly recognizable theme of the piece: “crisp” and
whimsical but with a hint of unsettlement . This is played by the first piano, while the
second piano plays the second (“slow”) theme of the piece in counterpoint. What follows
1s a relatively long section in which the crisp theme is developed, speeded up, overlapped
with the slow theme while at the same time foreshadowing the dramatic development that
will follow. At the end of the section the crisp theme is heard again but it breaks down,
eventually supplanted by a third theme: a sequence of dramatic chords heard in the high
register of the second piano. The composition evolves, playing on the contrast of
character of the three themes and progressively speeding up and increasing its dramatic,
almost tragic, content. Eventually we reach a climax merging the first and third themes.
The crisp theme is shortly revisited and ends with a whisper; followed by a suddenly
defiant statement.

Copyright 2020 Davide Verotta, All rights reserved. San Francisco, CA, USA
Registered with ASCAP.

davide.verotta@ucsf.edu http:/ /www.davideverotta.com
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