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The Hungarian composer Béla Bartok (1881-1945) spent a
significant part of his career collecting, analyzing, and arranging
folk songs of Eastern European cultures. He traveled throughout
Hungary, Slovakia, Romania, and Bulgaria, recording and
notating the songs of local traditions. Many of these songs found
their way into his serious compositions. The Romanian Folk
Dances were written in 1915. They include a variety of festive
and sentimental melodies which Bartok harmonized using ancient
modes: Dorian, Lydian, Mixolydian, Aeolian, and even the so-
called Gypsy Scale. Bartok's particular amalgamation of these
modes creates an exotic and alluring soundscape that is both
poignant and jovial. The Romanian Folk Dances were so popular
that the composer arranged them for small orchestra in 1917. It is
primarily this later arrangement that I've drawn upon to create an
organ transcription, although I have incorporated elements of the
original piano version.

This arrangement was prepared for the 2020 Summer Concert of
the Lancaster Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. It was
premiered on June 11 at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Lancaster
City, PA.

- John Zielinski, 10/20/2020
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