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Jean Baptiste and Francoise {Rosenbach] Dossert. His father who came asa

young man from Nancy, France, was the first conductor of the Buffalo
Liedertafel, organist of the Buffalo Cathedral and one of the first musicians to
produce Handel’s Messiah in America. Four of his five children were distinguished
in their several careers.

Christine, the eldest daughter was one of the leading sopranos of her time. In
the American Opera Company, under the leadership of Theodore Thomas she sang
“Senta” in the “Flying Dutchman,” “Pamina” in the “Magic Flute” and other im-
portant roles. She was the first to create in the United States, the part of St.
Elizabeth in the oratorio of that name by Liszt which she sang at the Cincinnati
festival under the baton of Theodore Thomas. She read the difficult score at sight
before her audience and was applauded by a fanfare of instruments by the mem-
bers of the orchestra, a tribute not alone to her artistry but also to her musician-
ship. Leopold Damrosch, Frank Van der Stucken and other noted conductors
recognized her ability.

Frank G. Dossert at the age of ffteen succeeded his father as organist and
choirmaster of the Cathedral at Buffalo. He came to New York City three years
later and obtained the position of organist at St. Stephen’s Church which he held
for thirteen years, introducing into the character of the musical service many ex-
cellent reforms. His perfect technic, taste in registration and virtuosity, especially
in pedal playing soon placed him in the front rank of concert organists.

The first composition which brought Dr. Dossert into prominence was his Mass
in E minor, composed in 1883. It has been given in Paris, Vienna, Liverpool, New
York and all the principal cities of the United States. Other works followed among
which were sacred motets, anthems, part songs, a march for orchestra { produced
by Anton Seidl} and secular songs, all of which show natural refinement and good
invention. Dr. Dossert excelled, however, in works of a religious character for he
possessed the faculty for combining the purity of the early school of Palestrina
with modern harmonization. While at St. Stephen’s he was granted a leave of
absence in which to complete his musical education. He went to Leipzig where
he studied under the eminent theorist Dr. Jadassohn.

In 1893, at the invitation of Pope Leo XIII, Dr. Dossert went to Rome to give
in St. Peter’s a production of his “Messe Solennelle™ written for the golden jubi-
lee of the reigning pontiff. He was the first composer other than Italian to be
honoured in this way. Through the friendship of Countess Marianne Kinsky of
the Austrian nobility, Dr. Dossert met the most distinguished people in Rome
and among them Verdi, the noted composer, who personally congratulated him
upon his work. The manuscript of the Mass is in the archives of the Vatican.

I \RANK G. DOSSERT was born in Buffalo, N. Y., May 20th, 1861, son of



Dr. Dossert was one of the founders of the American Guild of Organists and
a member of the Manuscript Society. He organized the New York Musical Society
[a chorus of three hundred voices] for the purpose of giving new works and works
little known to the American public. Among the compositions given a first hear-
ing were: “The Ode to the American Flag” by Dvorak and the “Lily Nymph”
by Chadwick. Other works presented included “The Deluge” by Saint Saens
and “Walpurgis Night” by Mendelssohn. Of the first concert, given in 1896,
Reginald De Koven, then critic of the “New York World” wrote:

“I must congratulate Mr. Dossert on his chorus which did admirable work and
on his artistic earnestness and evident capacity as a conductor. He should be relied
upon to do distinguished work in this field.”

While living in Paris where he had gone with his family, Dr. Dossert organ-
ized the “International Conservatory of Opera” of which Massenet was the hon-
orary president. He returned to New York in 1911. His later years were devoted
to teaching the art of singing.

He was married June 23rd, 1892 to Mary R., daughter of Joseph Creamer, a
physician of Brooklyn, New York. He had two children; Francis Charles and
Christine Isolde Dossert. He died in New York City, April 6th, 1924 and was
buried in Woodlawn Cemetery.



As this work has been published after the death of
the composer, the editors assume full responsibility
for any mistakes that may be found in the score.
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Trombe in F
Trombones

Flutes
Oboes
Clarinets in A
Fagottos

Horns in F

Timpani in B
1st Violin
2nd Violin

Viola
Soprano
Alto
Tenor
Bass
Cello
Contra Bass
Organ
NOTE: The organ part is a reduction of the gd. case and is not to be played except where specially indicated.
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