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For the better understanding of these little music-pictures, the Composer begsto offer
a few remarks on the subject which suggested them:

The once celebrated Royal Castle, Visegrad, on the middle Danube,was the residence
of most of the Hungarian Kings, the mightiest of whom entertained an especial
fondness for this part of the country and its castle, which they embellished with all the
splendour characteristic of their times. The most magnificent regal palaces adorned the
shore; hanging gardens formed passages to the pleasure grounds, ponds, fountains, and
ingenious artifices which ornamented the hills. But the real fortress was the Hochburg,
towering on the top of a rock 4,100 feet high; here the Hungarian regalia were kept.

Visegrid was taken by Soliman II. in 1529, and remained in the possession of the
Turks until 1595. In 1605 it was again occupied by the Turks, who held it until 1664.
As the royal buildings, especially the Lower Palace, had already suffered muchin these
sieges, the Emperor Leopold had the Hochburg blown up in 1702, in order that it might

not afford a shelter to the followers of Rakoczy. From this time Visegrdd has been a ruin.
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Sempre p i arccelerando.

Mit wachsender Schaellivkeit.
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