ROBERT DAVIDSON

CENTURY

(1999)
for symphony orchestra



Instrumentation

3 flutes (3rd doubling piccolo)

3 oboes

3 clarinets in A/Bb (3rd doubling bass clarinet)
3 bassoons (3rd doubling contrabassoon)

4 hornsin F

3 trumpets in C

2 tenor trombones
Bass trombone
Tuba

Timpani

3 percussion:
1. Vibraphone (mallet & bow), snare drum (brushes), bass drum, bongos, 2 tom-toms,
floor tom
2. Marimba, crotales (bow, mallets), snare drum (brushes, sticks)
3. Sizzle cymbal, tubular bells, tam-tam, crotales (shared with 2.), bass drum (shared
with 1.)

Harp
Strings

Duration: 18' 35"

Program note

Century reflects on the twentieth century from the vantage point of its near end in 1999.
There are allusions scattered throughout the piece to numerous 20th century orchestral
composers, and the music explores a wide-range of textures and styles. The work is
dedicated to my daughter Julia, just two months old when it was completed.

Century was commissioned by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation and premiered by
the Queensland Symphony Orchestra in Brisbane, 9 June 1999, conducted by Werner
Andreas Albert.

© 2000 Robert Davidson
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