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ABOVE GROUND

Percussion concerto

2004



Instrumentation

Solo percussion: Vibraphone (bow, mallets), bongos, 2 tom-toms, snare drum,
bass drum, cajon
Piano

Duration
21"
Program Note

When composing Above Ground, I was thinking of the landscape around where
I live in Brisbane, extending out to the Glasshouse Mountains, Sunshine Coast
and Border Ranges to the south, as if surveying the ground from a glider or
small plane - not too high in the sky. I was aware of the enormous volcanoes
that were once dominant in this part of the world, and of the jagged rocky
shapes that once were magma plugs inside the volcanoes, as well as the placid
lakes and beaches, the lush rainforests and mangroves, and the impossibly
blue sky. Somehow, various scattered musical influences made their way into
the piece. Raucous honky-tonk silent movie music in the first movement,
serene chord progressions of Prokofiev in the second movement and 1970s TV
cop shows like Starsky & Hutch in the third one. They just seemed to fit, and I
remembered my teacher Terry Riley advising me to keep my musical
imagination open to what enters, resisting censoring. Genre boundaries, which
seemed to matter to many people when I was a student, have really gone the
way of the dodo and I'm glad about that.

The piece is in three movements, organised as fast-slow-fast. It was
commissioned by the Brisbane Symphony Orchestra and Karak, the
percussion duo consisting of Kerryn Joyce and Kevin Man. I rewrote the
concerto for solo percussion after various other versions, including several
chamber versions, one (for Clocked Out duo and my ensemble Topology), which
features prepared piano as a second soloist. The work has also been
choreographed by Francois Klaus for the Queensland

Ballet.



ABOVE GROUND

Robert Davidson

Piano reduction by the composser
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