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Franz  Ries  (1846-1932)  was  a  German  violinist,  composer  and

publisher; a son of Hubert Ries, a nephew of Ferdinand Ries who was

Beethoven's pupil and secretary, and a grandson of Franz Anton Ries

who was Beethoven's violin teacher and friend.

He was a pupil of Vieuxtemps, made his debut as a virtuoso in 1868,

went to London in 1870 and appeared with great success at the Crystal

Palace; but in 1873 was obliged by a nervous disorder to abandon his

career as a violinist. In 1881 he formed a partnership in Berlin with the

music publisher Hermann Erler to form Ries and Erler which is still in

business.

Wilhelm  Altmann,  writing  of  this  First  Quartet  in  Cobbett's

Cyclopedic Survey says that it “shows Ries as entirely a disciple of
Beethoven,  Schubert  and Mendelssohn.  It is  very agreeble  to  play,

because  it  is  written  so  very  definitely  in  quartet  style.  It  is

throughout  the  work  of  an  accomplished  musician  and  a  master  of

quartet form who further possesses the gift of fine melody.”
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