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Antonio Bazzini (1818 - 1897) was a violin virtuqso, admired by
Schumann and Mendelssohn; he gave the first private performance
of Mendelssohn's violin concerto. His showy Ronde des Lutins is still
heard, but in later life he turned increasingly to more serious
composition and in 1873 became professor of composition at the
Milan Concervatory and in 1882 its director. His pupils there

included Mascagni and Puccini.
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