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Jan Vanhal, an Austrian composer of Bohemian origin, was bom 1739 and died

in Vienna 1813. Those few who nowadays recognise his name probably

remember him as the cellist in the‘ quartet with Mozart, Haydn and Dittersdorf
which, at a soirée in Vienna in 1784 played some of Mozart's newly composed
quartets, subsequently dedicated to Haydn, which led Haydn to pronounce his
famous judgmen; that Mozart was “the greatest composer kndwn to me either in
person or by ngi;ie." ’

At that time Vanhal's prolific output of symphonies, concerti and quartets
featured in the catalogues of leading publishers throughout Europe and his music
was as well-known and as widely distributed as that of Haydn. He wrote more
than 50 quartets, but so completely was his reputation eclipsed by Haydn and
Mozart that not one of them seems to have been available in a performing
edition since the end of the eighteenth century. The charm of this quartet may
lead players to feel that the neglect has been overdone. -

The score of this quartet is available, with five others, in Vanhal: Six-Quartets.
by David Wyn Jones published in 1980 by University College Cardiff Press.

ERTON MUSIC

VANHAL

STRING QUARTET
in A
1785
SCORE

From
THEO WYATT
8 Wilton Grove
London SW193QX
0181-540 2708




