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Jan Brandts-Buys (1868-1933) was a third generation member of a
prominent Dutch family of musicians. He studied at the Raff
Conservatory in Frankfurt and settled in Vienna where he worked for
Universal Edition preparing vocal scores. His early works were praised
by Brahms and Grieg, his first piano concerto won the Bédsendorfer
prize, the Fitzner Quartet featured some of his chamber music and
Lilli Lehmann introduced his songs. From 1910 he lived the life of a
reclusive eccentric near Bozen.

Cobbett in his Cyclopedic Survey describes this Romantic Serenade
as "light in texture and requiring poetical treatment to bring out its
intrinsic worth” and quotes Dr. Altmann's opinion that the Adagio
inscribed "Alla Marcia” is intended as a parody of a funeral hymn.
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