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This, the first of his three string quartets, was written by
Tchaikovsky in 1871 specially for inclusion in the programme of a public
concert of his works which he organised to raise money. The Andante
cantabile movement, based on a folk tune noted down by the composer
on a summer holiday at his brother-in-law's estate at Kamenka near
Kiev, moved Tolstoy to tears when he first heard it and has since
developed an enormously successful easy-listening life of its own,
which Tchaikovsky helped along by arranging it in 1886 for cello and
string orchestra.

Merton Music is publishing this edition at the urging of and with the
assistance of the Maggini String Quartet who found when preparing
the work for performance that the only readily available commercial
edition was too heavily edited for their requirements. This version is
based on the Moscow print of 1982, now no longer available, which is
believed to be a faithful reproduction of the original edition. We
acknowledge with gratitude the help of the Maggini String Quartet in
its publication.
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