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Carl Friedrich Abel (1725-1787) was a German viola da gamba player
and composer, a pupil of his father and of J.S.Bach at Leipzig. His
first position was with the Dresden court orchestra under Hasse but
in 1759 he came to London, introducing himself to the public with a
recital of his own compositions on gamba, harpsichord and the newly
invented pentachord. He received assistance from the Duke of York
and in 1865 became chamber musician to Queen Charlotte at a salary
of £200 a year, When J. S. Bach's youngest son Johann Christian
came to London in 1762 Abel joined him in promoting a series of public
concerts at which Haydn's symphonies were given their first English
performances. Together they acted as mentors fo the boy Mozart
when he was in,London in 1764/5 and Mozart made a copy of,Abel's
Symphony in E flat Op.7, a work which was consequently regarded for
many years as Mozart's own (K.18).
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