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Josef Suk (1874-1935) was a Czech violinist and composer who
entered the Prague Conservatory at the age of eleven and after
graduation studied composition with Dvorak, becoming his favourite
pupil and in due course his son-in-law. In 1892 with three friends from
the Conservatory he founded the Bohemian String Quartet which
quickly became and for 30 years remained one of the leading quartets
in Europe. The following year he wrote this piano quintet which
brought him great success but it was not until 1915 that it was
published, with a dedication to Brahms, with some revisions reflecting
no doubt his experience as a professional quartet player.
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