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INTRODUCTION.

HE prefent Work will prove to be of the fame Ufe for
Harmony, as a Diétionary is for a Language*., Every

Chord - in four parts, that exifts for the Ufe of the

narrow harmony, is to be feen at page viii. To fhew every

Variety in which thefe Chords may be ufed, is the Obje& of this
Book ; but to be able to read it, the following Obfervations muft

be attended to.

gy e e g

R —— N — .

* I'or this Rceafon, it was intended to be intitled @ Dictionary of Harmony :
as appears at page 23 of the Author's Tieatife on T horough-Bafs, publifhed
1786. In which Ireatife (from page 24 1o 39) the Origin of chords is fhewn
with only ene preparation and refolution.  From thence, repeated Queflions arofe
to the following purport, viz. ¢ whether every chord couwld be treated differently
¢« and how far fuch Varicties might be extended " The faid Queftions, which
have led to the compleating the prefent Work, will allo afliit in comprehending
the Contents of it ; and for this Reafon they arec mentioned here.

1 Scveral Sounds, when played together, are (in Englith) called a Chord.

Il thefc pages fhould be tranflated into another Language, the Word Aceord is to

be underftood ; becaufe a Cherd hignifies only a fingle String or Sound, and if

feveral Sounds are played together, they are cither accord or difeord with cach

other.

Explication.

A Stave, together with its three Rows of Chords, is called
herc 2 Line. Among the Bafs Notes (which belong to the faid

chords) a Point @ fignifies a Note with a b, and a Crotchet J,
a Note with a .

The Chords, which appear in the Middle Column, are (for
explanation fake) called Capiral Chords. Their Bas is C. Several
of them, which can but feldom or never be ufed to € (on account
of fo many Flats) are tranfpofcd to B, and diftinguithed by that
Bafs Note =t: Sce for inftance, page 29.

Although the faid tranfpofed Capital Chords arc ufed to B,
they are neverthelefs put down in the Middle Column with all
their Flats. TFrom this Regulation, every Capital Chord appears
different to cach other, and therefore, may be referred to with
cafc,

Many Capital Chords occupy feveral Lincs,  Tholfe, which
are ufed to C, are marked at the beginning of therr firfl Line, with

three figures before each row of chords; and thofe, which arc
tran{pofed



1 INTRODUCTION.

tranfpofed to B, appear only before the upper row. But in their
following Lines, thefe Capital Chords are continued alike, with
one figure before each row: any one of thefe figures is the upper
part of its Chord.

Ule of the Work.

Tue general Ufe of the Book, or the Manner in which any
chord can be prepared, refolved, or otherwife freely ufed, may be
underftood by one Example; (fee page 1, fecond line) and play
or copy, from the upper row, one of the chords on the left hand,

and then (in the fame row) that Capital Chord g and laflly,

b 2
thc Cherd on the right hand: the fame may be done with the
chords of the middle or loweft row.

In order to obtain a Succeflion of chords, the Iaft chord of
any Lxample or Patflage 1s to be looked for in its Capital Place ;
ice the above third chord in the Middle Column, page 10 ; and
Decaunie 1ts Bafs Note 1s here C, the above three Chords muft
be put one tone higher.  After this is done, take a fourth chord

out of the hrfl, fccond or third line on the right hand. But here

the danger begine; becanie wherever a Capital Chord is ufed

with were Varicty than the Above (page 1) tome knowledge in

harmony s required for chufing a proper chord on the left and

right hand, otherwife there might be danger of preparing a chord

i major and rcﬁi)lving it meominor ; as will appear by the ufe of that
L)

Capital Chord 71 s St page 25.
: h

Of a probable Obje&'ion.

Ir this Work fhould, either wilfully or by miftake, be:
declared infufficient, becaufe its Utility can only be enjoyed by
thofe, who poffefs fome knowledge in harmony ; it might, then,
be obferved, that, although no language can be acquired merely by
a Dictionary, fuch a Work is neverthelefs f{ufficiently ufeful to the
Student, nay even to the moft learned, for referring fometimes to
a {inglc Word only. Iow convenient muft it be, therefore, at leaft
to a young Compofer, to find herein the Treatment of every Chord,
or the whole Succeflion of Harmony illuftrated, wherever he is

doubtful, or whenever he cannot think of any thing at all P ¥

Of chufing the Chords.

AT the beginning of every Capital Chord, the Bafs, on
the left and right hand, begins with Ab, and advances gradually
upwards to the End of that Oétave, viz. wherever the ufe of a
Capital Chord regusres {o many Bafs Notces.

By this Regulation any Bafs Note may be found immediately.
The faid Regulation is, however, the Caufe that many of thefe

Bafs Notecs muft be taken in the conzrary motion.

gl L — e

* Since this Waork is (o entiiely new and Original, necetlity requires fuch
occalional Remarks as will moft Tikddy give a full Tdea of its Contents, and
Utility, and at the Gime time recommend Patience to Thofe, who may be ready
to cliticife a Work betore they e acquainted widh it

Since
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Since the principal reafon for this Motion is fuppofed to be
known to any Perfon who wifthes to compofe, ouly a few of thefe
Bafs Notes are marked thus — below the Stave ; for inftance, at
page 29 (firft line, left hand) only the firft Ab is marked in the
faid manner, although the feven following muft likewife be ufed
in the contrary with the Bafs of thcir Capital Chord.

The fame Mark — appears al{fo absve feveral chords for the
following purpofe, viz. if the Ufe of a chord (on the right or left
hand) fhould appear uncommon or doubtful, it is neceflary to
exanmine the fame in its Capital Place, by taking on the left hand
one chord marked thus — and, after the Capital Chord, another

on the right hand with the fume Mark; for inftance, page 138,

——

Iett hand, firft line, if by Chance that ;1 fhould be ufed before the
Kt

Capital Chord, this 2 (on the right hand) 1s underftood to follow.

4

But here, the preparation of the firft chord may be required. See

therefore page 2, third line, where the faid firft chord appears in
b
its Capital Place, thus Eb, the Bafs being C. If its preparation

is taken half a tone higher and joined to the above three Chords,
the whole Movement will be entircly underftood.

A Choice is ncceflary, fometimes, even among the chords

with the faid Mark.
or after thofe that have no fuch additional Mark. But, as the
faid Direction could not be put to many Chords, and a Certainty

In genecral, they may alfo be ufed before

being required for ecvery Movement, it is neceflary to fuppofe or
recollet in any doubtful Cafe,

t*. That it may be a Change of a Singing Part, or of a whole Chord.

2. That it may be a quick running Bafs, which caofes fhill-ftanding or
cemainine Chords that are not agrecable without a proper

Paration of the Bals Notes.

7', That it may be a circumfleéting Bafs or Interval ;) Point Orgue, &c.

Thefe Capital Points are clucidated by the following Examiples.
1. At page 33, left hand, fecond line, the going from _5*
to the Capital Chord produces @ Chunge of @ Sirging Part; becaufe
the 3! mutt be kept for the preparation of the next 7, and the g
If (on the right hand, laft line)

5

:(5) is ufed after the prefent Capital Chord, a Change of a Chord is

produced.

goes down into the next g§*,

2. For a quick running Bafs, two different Examples
. ) gb
appear in the upper row, at that Capital Chord bb. One Example

belongs to Db, C (Capital Chord) and Bb: thefe three Bafs Notes
may be of an equal Duration. The other Example belongs to
Bb, C and Db. Obferve here, that the firft Bafs Note muft be
of a longer Duration than the fecond and third, otherwife the Effect
is difagrecable, or even horrible.

This point may be ftill better perceived, at page 84, by
playing, firft, thec Examplec with round Notes, and then, the

- e e e e ey i — —

The
I fuch Movements

* It was nceeflary to point out fome of the moft eritical Ioxamples,
prefent one may be confidered as for three foprane Voices.
are ufed in the difperfed harmony, the changing of a Part is of coutfe avoided.

Two §% may be difcovered here, and in funilar places, if the mentioned

ngulatiun and Signiﬁumiml of that Mark — 15 not remembered.
fame
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fame chords again (as they are exprefled by Crotchets) to the
lively Bafs below : the points fignify the lower row of figures.
An empty or interrupted Bafs appears at page 4.8, by taking

(on the left hand, upper row) :E;, and then, the Capital or Perfect

Chord* ; after which 8; may follow: fee page g1, right hand, third

line.
If at page 66, that Capital Chord % is taken, and then (on

6 .
the right hand, fecond line) %, the faid : might alfo appear to be
ill treated. DBut if, to a quick Bafs (page 635, left hand, fecond

6 . :
line) £ is ufed before the above two chords, that $1s then a ff://-
3

Sranding ov remaining chord.

. . 5.
If at page 64 (left hand, fecond line, middle row ) 3 1s ufed
before the Capital Chord, and then é (at page 63, right hand,

loweft line) zwo flill-tanding Chords appear ; and if ¢ (fumc line)

R

is chofen inflead of %, it is a liberty which belongs rather to the
*
modern Style.

_3*“‘". A circumfle¢ting Bats appears, if (page 43, left hand)

'1

that ¢ isufed before the Capital Chord, and afterwards, the very fame
7 . , .
O again: page 49, right hand, fccond line.

e, L e

- -

m—— - — —p—

* [ 11 {hould be I'uppn['ud that this ]wrfvtl ord was meant to he the

Refolution of ihat 7 toregoing, a great many Movermonts maght be millaken, 1t
3
Mould vther be remembesad, det, tor explanmung any mutical Tdea, at leafl ghree

Chords are wequited o follow cach other 7oy of which may be conhidered as

Witn flis, swhich mutt be heard beloie aue ol the Three can be lawlully con-

de mned,

A circumflecting Interval appears at page 44, if before and

after the Capital Chord, % is ufed : left and right hand, laft line,
! .
loweft row.

It is neceflary to obferve here, that in general, after two
or three Difcords, a Refolution muft follow ; otherwife the Choice
of Chords is wrong; nor fhould the fame Bafs Note be continued
too long.

This laft Remark is, however, not to be underftood as
fpeaking againft a Point Orgue, which is introduced fometimes
with great Effe@ by the Bafs refting (after a laborious Movement)
upon one Tone, whilit a foft warbling of pure harmony 1s hovering
above.

A beginning of that Movement may be feen at page 73, by
playing (on the left hand, firft line) to the Bafs Note C, the

Perfect, and then, that Capital Chord E, and laftly %h: right hand.
5

The faid Movement is more fully introduced among the
various Bafles, at page vii. This Example is put down mercly
to fhew the great Varicty in harmony, which is obtained here by

the Choicee of difierent Bafles and Chords.

Of feveral extraordinary Advantages.

Whoever ufes the Chords in different ways, will find innu-
merable Beautics and perccive by the vaft Variety why, and in
what part of Mufic fome Novceltics may be produced for ever. A

fingle inftance will prove this advantage. Sce therefore the Du-

l:i (page 85) and take any onc chord on the left hand, and

then,

p]icatc
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then, the faid Duplicate.  To thefe two Chords add a third Chord
from thofe on the right hand. This third Chord only, 1s to be

changed for another as often, till every onc, on the four lines, has
orcate(t nuinber of

T hat the

fame may be done to every Chord on the Iuft hand, and in the

been examined. It will then appear, that the

them may altermtely be joined to the {aid two Chords.

reverfc (as well here as on every page), is certainly underftood @ and
here, an mfinite Varicty will be perceived.

By fearchung thus i any part of the ook, it will appear,
how wrong 1t was formerly to believe, that the greateft number
ui chords could be ufed only upon one Tone-String,

Some Authors have r¢jelted cevery chord that is not wiiful

in all the three Poiitions.  Whoever {ollows that rule, mufl lofe

a great part of the Harmony, together with the fineft Chords and
Movements, fuch as thofe at page 76, Others have, indeed,
accepted any chord when ufeful, at lealt in onze Pofition; but they
never fhewed 2z wchat Pofjtrsn. This may be feen here in every Page.,

It 15 curious to obterve, that, among feveral others, this

: 3 . ..
Duplicate : has alfo been objected to, although it is neceflary for
refolving not lefs than feven Chords*.

About twenty ufcful Chords may be difcovered herein, which

never appeared before, lefs fo the Manner, in which they are uted

in their full Extent.

sl af—

i a—

* Some of thofe Duplicates, which may he perceived by a tingle Rule, in
the Author’s Treatife on Thorough-bafs (page 66) are ominted here 5 becaufe they

geither ferve for preparing nor sefolving a Chard in four pares.

T

|

v

Thefe fow Remarks may be fuflicient for fhewing, that, at
leaft, a lamentable Uncertunty has exifted, nay even without any
reaton for being furprifed at it; becaufe it could no more be pofiible
to explam, wnlerfand, and rerant this Scicnce, thoufunds of
Rules and Exceptions, than to learn or to tcach a Language perfectly,
merely by way of Speaking. Tt will therefore be clearly perceived,
that the f1id ISrrors have been owing to the want of an approved
Direcion.  To fupply that great Defictency, the prefent Guide 15
offered ; and from iis peculiar Regul:ition, the Nataire and Treat-
ment of every Chord may, at Iafl, be atlerted and referred to with
the fame cafe as Words are by the help of a Dichionary'.

It may perhaps be obferved, that fome great Compofcers
This is willingly
But what they chule to relerve for themiclves, cannot

The only

certainly pofictfh every  part ol this Science.
agranted.
contradi¢t, however, the Trath which is flated above.
* * . . 1)
Queftion here iv < whether the Advantages contained in this Book

;

* LG
‘¢ can be prociu{,‘ud by any other /u'm.r:':f Inflruction

M//E,'(f//fz/zcoz(.f ()@/ézva/iwz.x.

Whenever a new Work appears (if ever fo ufeful) a Cenfure

muft be cxpcﬂcd. Alth(mgh the pruﬁ:nt Work has never been

attempted before, probably becaule its Execution was deemed inr-
poffible 5 it will neverthelefs meet with the ufual IFute, particularly
if by accident a Chord hould be omitted.  The candid, however,

will allow, that it is cafier to criticile than to invent a2 Work
and



vl
and alfo, that no fimilar Production can boaft of being perfect at
once; witnefs the Improvements which have been fo repeatedly
required 1n Di¢tionaries.  Scveral Chords and Movements have been
introduced within the latter part of this Century.  Suppofing that
none of thofe, which exift at prefent, are omitted here, fome more
may perhaps be difcovered at a future period. It will then be both
cafy and creditable to any Perfon (fo difpofed) to form, at leail, a
Small Appendix, fince it will be diflicult to ind a areat pumber  of
new or old chords, if any at all.

Many Chords are not inverted here for different Reafons.

. Thofe, which arife from the diminithed 7™ Chord, and
others (too well known, that they can be ufcd in any of the three
Inverfions) moflly appear only in one Pofition.

2. Some Movements or Chords, which appear alfo fingly,
gy, that they arce of very little Ufe in either pofition although
they cannot be avoided (ometimes,

37 A great many others are beautiful in one Pofition, and
ditagrecable, or cntirely crroncous in the other Pofitions: the
different Merits of thefe Chords nity be known by certain Rules,

and by the ]1:_*111 ot a little Genius.,
.8 oo
The 29 of + and of feveral other Chords, 1s ufed to a Point

Orgue, hke the 9. Tor that Reafon, fome of thefe Movements

|

)

INTRODUCTION.

are 1 one Place marked by 2, and repeated in another by 9. See -

: 7b 9
for inftance ¢ and 7b.
2 O

Thofe, who do not know the difference between the real.
2¢ and 9™, may often look for one chord inftead of the other;

but they will find as little as Thofe who look into a Dictionary for a

Word under wrong Letters.
Several Chords appear twice, becaufe their Derivation, and

of courfe, their Ulfe 1s different: fee for inftance, how different
1y

that Capital Chord 4

1s treated, at page 25, to what the very fame
b

15, at page 20.
The Derivation of fome Capital Chords is fignified by Chords .
put acrols in the Middle Column. But for want of Room, the

Manner of inverting thefe Chords could not every where be men-

o

tioned, as it is at page I.
T'his may be feen, however, in the Author’s Treatife on
Thorough-~Bafs, which was previoufly publithed, chicfly to give
an Opportunity for acquiring ¢be Muanner of figuring, and that
knowledge in Harmony, which is necefiary for ufing the prefent

Work with Advantage,

L6
1%
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I'he chords,in the Book, follow each other according to this Table.
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*+ . chord,

{

T
>

that Followi H§

of

doeeorent

€)1l

mufet be muarked even with @]l three figul‘ﬂﬁ

HN 1)1.

»
2

appedr with thete propee fignraes

Some ufual preparations aud refolutions of the 7”1,

)

v be deemeoed 10t

L

The two ladt examples of thofe 7””’, which are prepared by the 8”1, m 4
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+# .8 : 7,6 6 5 “ b
3 ) ?’ — B 5 6 S — + 7

!

cx the diminifhed 2 s Gfcen (Hrru:mnnfl;.,-) marked with any one of its iuverted chords, or an inverted

thord 1 {te  d ot that /”' I have appropriated the i'u[lnwing Table, 1n order to {hew how this 7“l and 1ts 1n_

-+ 4

veaoted chords are to be muarked to every Bafs_-note di{tinctly ; We have ounly to obferve, that the ufe of the

fhivps amd Tlats Xco: is different, if the Key 1s muarked at the bﬂginniug of the Stive; according to th: Re_

partory ol Iatervals,

It 1y, oafy to Lunow the ditterance ot thefe four Chords (which may be ufed upon the fame Bafs-llnte) be .
fore we mark any of them, o we take notsca ot teaft ot the {found or f‘ignrn which is to refolve downuwards .

NB: Thofo, who [ike regdul ety it harmory way obferve, that the four Bafs-uotes of the Keys, into
Y f:f h O

which thefs four chordg ; }' "‘ Forn o vefalvaed, produce Hg;-iin a diminifhed 7”' Chord,

¢ ta e i fhed 7™M are always, the minor 3 and imperfoct or diminifhed

Tha two l’iguruﬂ, whitol ln-luwh

h
s,

: which are noever marcvhead .,

f
The &5 Chord 18 alwrys accompaniad by (hae minor TR

4 _
The 4 Chovd |, by the major 6”'. It ———

Tho {harp f.fd, hy tha fharp 41 and major f"h.






1)ifferent Remarks
7th

The minor aud 1ls 1nverted chords may be i‘h:ingi‘if one into the other before the refoluation dappears; {eo

A: I+ the Bads moves directly {from the 7t 1o the 2%- choed or in the reverf{e, the 7”' muft be accompanied

with g, otherwifle, we make (wo 5% 1 e right hund.

The diminifhed ,7lh 1s {till better tor that purpofe; for, there 1s nwo fuch exception as in the prpcediug_
oxiamples {foeo B.

The diminifhed 7”1 and any of 1ts 1everted chords are {fometimes changed oue into the other to the famne
Buis_unote; tee C: This 1s the enharmonical change of reys, (tn}ul:aium{ at page 3) which is only ufved in
cafe of a good reafon for modulating 1 fuch o fudden mauuner .

The minor and diminifhed ,7”' and therir inverted chords may alfo be {:hﬂngﬂd oune into another: fee 1) .

If 4 major i‘igurt:, @8 3'{, 6" or /"th appears in the middle part, it may go downwards; ntlu-l;ui{'n, the
next chord would be too empty; but, 1f it is 1n the melody, 1t moves upwards ; fece K.

A quick Bafs does not always allow a proper refolution: fee F: By the prefent examples, w= mny,

likewife, acquire an Xdea ot the ftill-ftan({ing Chor({S, which are commonly, but erroneoufly called pﬂf'{lng
C]lOI‘({S,‘ for, as they do not move in the right hand, the firdt denomination muft be better than the {vcond.

NB: The rule, by which the un{'igured Bafs. note 1) is accompianied 1n the mauner as we obfoerve by the notes
it the prefent fecond vxample, may be learnt by the {fhort explunation page 66 , which belongs to the Kx -

ample at K. .

| B, = » . 6‘ 6 . b »
Throo {tlll—itum{lug chords, as: 7”', 5 aud g are produced by that quick Bufs, at the preflent examples

The treatment of the latter chord may bo feen likewifo in the Repertory uat the firfte Stave (page BB)
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