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PREFACE

.

‘O with for information concerning fuch
benefaftors as have greatly contributed to
our inftrution or amufement, is a natural curioe
fity, which has gratitude for its bafis. And the
lovers of Italian Poetry, as well as vecal Mufic,
(if I may judge of the feelings of others by my
own) regard Metaftafio as the primary fource of
their moft exquifite delight in the union of thofe
arts. But this poet has flill higher claims on
our reverence and affetion, from his innoxious
life and moral charaéter, which give a kind of
Aignity to innocent pleafures, and to humanity.
The life and writings of Metaftafio have beeg
fo much connefted with that art, upon the ftudy
and hiftory of which, fo great a portion of my
own life has been fpent, that his Letters feemed
to furnith neceffary materials to the completion
of my mufical annals. Indeed, if thele letters
had.come to my hands previous to the publica-
tion of my Geweral Hiflary, feveral points rela-
tive to the progrefs of the mufical drama would
have been illuftrated from them. But, befides
their intimate ‘donneftion with mufic and its
profeflors, I found in them fo many pleafing
b¢auuful and new fentiments, on other fub-
a2 Je&s,
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jells, written in a ftyle fo fuperior in elegance,
grace, and facility, to any other Italian profe
with which I am acquainted thay: I wifhed to
recommend them to the ftudents and lovers of
Italian literature in general, as models of fami-
liar letters, and of eafy and elegant profe.

The admirers of a foreign.dramatic. poet, of
whofe produtions none have been well. tran-
flated, except a few by my worthy friend, . Mt.
Hoole, -cannot be very numerous, nor is.it likely
that. a general curiofity concerning his life and
writings will now be excited. - However, as a
PokT of refined tafte and fentiments, and a.Max
poflefled of every moral and focial virtue that
embellifhes fociety, and exalts human. nature,
his conduét and opinions deferve difplay, as
much as his literary abilities admiration. .

The pofthumous publication of his private
letters, which during many. years of his life had
been copied previous to. their. departure for the
place of.their deftination, by a young Italian
fettled' at Vienna, as an exercife in: his own
lafiguage, “will enable me .in the courfe of thefe
Memon's to let the poet. fpeak far himfelf on

'mmy fl,ibye&s, concerning which it is. natural
fora curious reader. to wxih taknow his. gcnume
Iéntfmen’esa y fomirr o e T o
;. Thc mqldents in his, hfe, anterjot:to. hls arr;val
at the capltal of Germany, will be. given from
‘auﬂlent'!c asgounts, publifhed by his countrymen

e Y - in
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in'Italy fince his deceafe, and which, from their
fingularity,- and the myftery in which they were'
long iftvolved, feemed in want of indifputable
vouchers to render thém credible.

There are few circumftances relative to his
fubfequent life and -writings, but what may be
gathéred from his works themfelves, particularly
his epiftolary correfpondence, which from a few:
of his private lettets, that, in defiance of all his-
folicitude to keep from the ‘prefs, the vanity of
his friends had. made public, were long wifhed
for by his countrymen (). :

The- hiftory of -a hero, is to be found in hu
public tranfattions’; and that of a man of letters,
in his private correfpondence. The moft authen-
tic and - fatisfaltory -hiftory of Cicero, is to be
gathered from his .F piﬁulc Familiares, or private

(a) Tt is  faid in hns EIoge by 'AnDREA Runm, of the
Academy of Sciences at Mantua, ‘written two months ‘after
the Poet’s deceafe, ‘and : pritited at “Venice, that, * in-his lee
ters vo hisfriends he diffeminated.that fweet urbanity which
his heart never failed to fu,rmﬂ). Ob, what a precious gift is
would be to the world if fome br;nefa&or to m:mkmd would
pnbllﬂx them! Whatever is notv fald of his heart, would be
then demonfirated. Froin-the féw that have beef féen, we
may imzigine the reft to be replete with morality, friendfhip,
gratitude, found criticifm,. fage counfel, and religious fenti<
ments. Where can we find in Lialy a feries of modern lsettcrs
whxch would furnifh fuch ufeful fuch delightful leflons to
mcxpcnenced youth ? ‘We Took towards them with eager
cxpc&at)on, and bope they will foon be in our poﬂéﬂion »

- . * Elogy Itatiani, Tomo 1mo.

ag letters,
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letters, not intended for publication; the: letters.
of Erafmus compofe the beft part of ‘Dr. Jortin’s,
Life of that honeft and learned.divine; as the Jet-
ters of Petrarch-do of ‘his Memoirs by the: Abbé:
de Sade; and above all, the letters of Gray,ingeni-
eufly incorporated by his friend Mr. Mafon in his:
Memoits, which have: always appeared to me the
moft agreeable: fpecies of biography that has
ever been publithed. Dr.:Johnfon, in his admi-
rable Lives. of our Poets; though-his ¢pinions
concerning the merit of fome of them.are dif
puted, and have never fatisfied- my owwnr mind,
has manifefted fuch powers of intelleét, . and
profound critical knowledge, as-will probably
fettle the national opinion.on many fubjeéls. of
literature upon an immoveable foundation. In.
deed his biographical fketches are: more confined
. to difcriminative eriticifi.on .the. works-of our-
poets, than. their manners and private life;. but
#f  Metaftafio; whof -writings -are well .known
* t0' breathe the moft noble. fentiments, and pureft
inovality, we wifhed to know how his private
fife correfponded with his. public principles.
And how could this. be better -difcavered by a
foreigner, at the diftance of London from.Vienna,
than by-his Letters®* His countrymen, the Ita—
lians, almoft equally diftant from his refidence
during more than fifty years of his¢xiftence, feem.
to know as little concerning his - private life,..as-
we.do.in Epgland, except from his letters ;. few
_ of
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of which-were pub’hﬂ)ed when moft of his b!o-
-graphkrstvent to work.

~1-{Ehle Kvesof tive poet; thathave been attempted
“whi¥the public ‘orations and eulogies that were
compofed-and profiouriced upon him in the lite-
rdry académieéé of' Italy, by men of the firft
eminence for learning and fcience, before and

-after-his ‘deceafe; ure innumerable. His coun-

trymen,’ in poffeflion of thefe, may have their

“euriofity fufficiently gratified ; but as the prefent

Wwork-is intended to convey to Englifh readers
fome idea of the genius and moral worth of this
extraordinary man, I fhall give them, from his
beéft biographers and eulogifts that I have been

' able 10’ procure, the moft prominent features of
- bis charaéter, as' fir as they agree with what I
' faw ‘and heard at Vienha, in my vifits to.1he
- Imperial Laureat, and enquiries concerning him,

of his friends and nsoft intimate acquaintance..

* The Firt biographical eflay that appeared afeer
".the poet’s deceale, was .A-Compendium of :the Life of
- tbe "celebruated Imperial Lagreat, PtrTro Mera-

stitsro, written i German, for the ufe of bis
> futiere Biograpbers, by Jostpr Rezer. - This-was
. piiblifhed' at Vienna, in 1782, in an 8vo pam-

phiet of only g3 pages. It was foon after tran-

* flated into’ Italian, and publifhed likewife.. in

“*'Vietiin « ‘4 different tranflation, in Italian, appear-

¢d*b4 Rioitie in 't983 ; and from this fmall tra€t,

"ﬂle piideipal’ traits of his perfon and charaGer

ags feem
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feem to have been drawm, iby his Iubfequént
panegynﬁ:s and biographers. - i:vavo Tl otsva
. Al. Elogio di Pirtro -METASBTASIO,: wmttm

.by AnprEA RUBBi, 1782, twe moaths after the
Poet’s death, and publifhed- at Menice in.the.
1ft. vol. of - Elogy. ltaliani, in -12 vols. 8vo.. -Ehis
is-a continued -rhapfody. of :praife : and .admira~>
tion, which required :all . the :intsinfic merit,
worth, and fame of . Metaftafio; to render. palat-

. able. The biographical: information. is- tradi-.
tional, and the annetations .are fo. injudicioufly
fele@ted, as, if authentic; to confute: the.chief
part of his perfonal praife. . But thiswriter, who .
repeats fuch wild .and incredible. goflipping
ftories concerning the poet's . prejudices, is the
greateft enthufiaft for his virties - and* bemgmty g
of heart, of all his panegyrifts. S ‘

III. Elogio dell Abate PizTRO . METAST-A- :
810, read at a general meeting of the Arcadian
Academy at Rome, in Auguft, 1782, by. the :
Abate Tarurri. - None  of the panegyrifts or .
biagraphers' of the poet were fo well acquainted
with. his public works and private life as this -
eulogift, who hadrefided many years at Vienna,
as -Auditor and- Secretary of Legation to .the
Pope’s Nuncio; and who enjoyed the friendfhip of
Metaftafio in the moft intimate and: confidensial
manner. ¢ A- .man of. found"]wniég, and uners
ring Judgmeat and: taﬁem hterature: and the ﬁn: "
arts, - o0 homusyoon: Lo el ”

IV Sromn,
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IV. Stor1a, orHiftory of the dramatic Poet,
PreTroTrAaPASst Abate M:TAsTASIO0,illuftrated
withinotes, and many of his letters; written by
Captain. Marc -AnToNIO ALvicr. In Afifi,
1783,.8vo. 270 pagés.” .

This is one of the moft confiderable, in length, of
anyof the lives thathave been‘written of our bard.-
The author has taken great pains in colleéting all
the information which he could procure from the:
poet’s. works, and from tradition; but having-
had.na perfonal knowledge of him, nor ever been
in the lift-of his correfpondents, his mformatxon
is neither new nor well authenticated.

V... Elogio di P1eTRO METASTASIO, publithed
in & work entitled Elogj d’alcuni illuferi Italiani.
Eulogies, or charafters of illuftrious Italians, by
Monfignor AnceLo Farsrong, Blfhop of Pifh;
1784, 8vo. 98 pages. |

This learned prelate was long- in correfpond-
ence with Metaftafio, and folicited his permiifion-
to-write his life, and affiftance in furnithing ma- -
terials, previous to his deceafe ; towhich requeft
the poet’s negative will be found in the courfe
of his Letters. - - :

There are many Juﬁ reﬂe&mns and critical
remarks. in this Eloge, but the bxographlcal part
is chiefly copied.from Rezer.

VL. Zita o fia floria, The Life or Hiftory of tlhie
Abate Peter Metaftafio, Cefarean Poet. Venice,

prmted by Zatts, 1784, and prefixed to the
edmon
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edition of the' Poet’s works,:copied fram that of
®aris. Aponymous. -It has; however; béen fuid
By the-editor ‘of - the Niceweditivht, : to-have been
jwritten: by the late Abate Grovai Prancesco
ALTANBSY, inhis latter days;:of whick hé gives
the following fevere, but juft, chara&er. *This
work is rem!ered infafferable bya heap of firange
4and - mapplicable- quotations, ‘by pedantty, and
by the blunders with which it abounds, copied
‘from - another hfe which was pubh{hed by
dhugr, in 1983 -

« V1. -Memorie per fesvvire alla 'vzta—-Memon's to-
wmds a Liferof Metaftafio, colleéted by Saveno
Mattei; 8vo. Naples, 1785.

4. Thefe Mefnoirs were pubh{hed with an Eloge
on Joxxri1, or an Effay on the progrefs of The-
nirical -Poetry and:Mufic, by the fame aunthor.
‘Sig: Sav.' Mattei is not only poffeflfed of déep
‘and éxtenfive learning, but abilities as a poet,
md great kniwledge and good tafte in' mufic;
~goncémning which he feems to have heard, read,
‘and ‘meditated, more than any man of letters
“iItaly. ' He rathér points outin this tradly in a
Joofe and irregular way, juft as recollétion dic-
“pates; miterials for other biographers, than at-
tempts a regular life ‘of his friendant correfpon-
“dent -Metaftafio himfelf; - However, hié - dif-
jointed ‘materials- are: dll- ufefal,anid- many- of
‘them fiich-as!are o where elfe to be'fotind.
= VI, ‘Ragpionarkento, or.a- Difcourle ‘by John
“h 3 Baptift..
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Baptift Morefchi, in praife of Peter Metafiafio,
read -at. 4 meeting ‘of the Academy deghi Fervidi
in Bolegna, 1786.:. ‘This difcourfé;-prefixed to
the firft, volume of Metaftafio’s Letters, is a florid
analyfis of his dramas, abounding-in enthufiaftic
engomiums,- but . containe no anecdotes or bio-
graphical information coneerning the poet’s life
and manpers. - It is, however; not. devoid of
elaquence..... :

IX Hite ddl’dbate szrno qusr.uxo, jmtro
dell Avocato Carro Cristint. In this life, written
by the Editor of the complete edition of all Meta-
fafin’s Works, .in twenty vols. r2mo. with two
volumes of Remarks and Obfervations.en his dra-
mafic produfbions, publithed at Nice, in 1783
and 1786, the author {eems judicioufly to have:
availed himfelf of the labours of all his predecel-
{ors; having compiled a life from the information:
‘obtained by the refearches of others, not froma
perfonal .acqueintance -or correfpondence with
the poet, -noi. any -new fources of information,.
.except; what he procured at Naples from Signor
Mattei.. This is doubtlefs the moft: ample and
Gtisfaltory life of Metattafio. which I have feen,
eccupsing. 214 pages of the firft volume of the
editien te-which itis prefixed, - . -

. Theawthar of: this life has. dmme the
«,;honqu to-refer feveral:times to my German Tour:

enca, indeed; to point out a miftake, which' I
. dkall bgre 'moft readily acknowledge and correR
Viigae " : At
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At -the-time of my vifiting Vienna,: ten’yeard
before the deceafe of Metaftafio, the hiftory of
the early part of his. life was very imperfeétly

known ; and the degueft of @ friend had:beeén. tra-
ditionally- handed - about, inftead: of :that-of .the.
Ramaninay 'which isceow univerfally known and
sllowed.. The ftory had been told me by a per-
fon of ‘high: rank, whofe informatien, in other
vefpeds, has ftood the teft of the ftriéteft -exa-
mination ;: but at this time,. even the Abate
Tarufli,  Metaftafio’s - countryman -and intimate
friend, was unacquainted with. the. Will of the
Roemanina, and feemed to credit the ftoty which
was then .in. circulation concerning Metaftafio’s
generofity to.the relations of a deceafed friend.-

heAt. the time.of Metaftafio’s deceafe, there
were fix- capital editions of his:works in the
prefs, -and. innumerable have been the editions
fince, to moft: of which a:life of the author is
prefixed, which -has -been ' confulted, though
JHnprofitably, .in-hapes of new information. In-
deed . my beft refources of information have
flowed from the pofthumeus publication of the five
volumes of\ his Jetters, which firft appeared with
the complete, edition - of his.. poetical works at
Nige, 1786, but without. the leaft attention to
chronology. * The principal of thefe, however,
I have arranged, tranflated, :and- interwoven in
the Memoirs: making the poet,  as often.as
' . 2 . poffible,
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pﬂ{ﬁble, :fpealr. for b‘:mfelf and relate his ‘own
ﬁory e

L ngh.t add; as an ‘advantage to myfelf dt
leaﬁ,nrf ngdt:to my enterprize, that I had a'pers
fonal acquaintance . with- feveral of -the.Poet’s
coprefpondents ;. fuch as  Padre Martini, Hafle;
Jomelli, .and Farinelli; that I am in pofieffion
of. the works. of moft of his literary friends, to
whom.:bis; letters are preferved; and was: a
firanger to the. perfon or talents of but few of
the gpera compofers or fingers that are occafions
ally mentioned in his correfpopdence.

.:»But ftill, hoping for farther information, a-nd
}Inyy.!lh!)g.to..‘ﬂmnk from any pains, or leave -
unipied: any poflible means of ptocuring it, §
ventured to -addrefs a.letter to his eleve and
execuirix, .the accomplithed Mademaifsile Mars
éines; 3t Vienna, telling her of my defign, and
fpecifying .all the materials. which ‘I had been
able t0 colletk for its-accomplifhment. - At the
fame time entreating her to.inform me whether .
it:would .ba.poffible toaugment them hy pubhc'
books or private anegdotes ? * And had the s {atif?
fatkion of -being aflured by this lady (the perfon
beft qualified  to anfwer my queftion) after pés
rufing the:lift of books which I had procuted
previous to.writing the life of Metaftafio, that
#.{he could recollett no others ; nor could thdfe
pf whom fhe had enquired.” . < 7 o
RS - “ They

E2E SRR
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% They have been printing liere ¥, ({hé - adds).
« ever fince the month of June, 1794, the ‘ge-
« nuine letters of Metaftafio te his friends,- and
« other particular pieces, of whick'I lbn:d you a
+ catalogue, and which I have ceded to 4 youhg
¢ phyfictan, Dr. Lewis Careno by name, ‘an Tta-
#¢ lian, fettled here with  great reputation in
« medicine and literature ; he intends to make
= three editions at the fame time, two in the
% form of that of Paris, 1780, and en¢ in that
« of Venice of 1785,

¢« The firft volume has left the prefs ever fince
* O&tober, 1794, and the fecond is near finifh-

% ed; fo that towards the month of April next
(Mademotfelle Martines’s Ietter is dated Janu:
ary zsth 1795), * all the three. volumes wil

“ appear under the title of ¢ Opere pofiume dell’
“ Abate P1ETRO MiyAsTAsto, Vienns, 1795
#n the firft will be found a manufcnpt well
« worthy of the suthort Offervazioni da me fatte
“ fulle Tragedxe ¢ Commedie Greche, which takes up

% a third part of that volume ; then begin the
& feleted letters. In the next volume, the let,
“ ters are continued ; and the third will contain
% letters and billets written by the late emprefs
“ Maria TErEsa, and little poetical pieces
« collefted from his writings, The impreflion
« will be exécuted with the utmoft elegance and
<« neatnefs. For your further information, I have

#* At Vienna, '
i . « inclofed
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“ inclofed 2 copy of the Printer’s advertxfe-
“ ‘ment, .. . .-

.« I would be more circumftantial to you with ‘
£ :cg;ttd torthe Bard; but that I fee you-are
“ fproithed with the beft books concerning him;
“ and may draw thence a deal of information:
#If in any thing elfe I may be of fervice to
% you, it will give me a true fatisfallion, as. it
*.does to affure you of that real efteem with
#.which I am, Sir, .

§¢ Your moﬁ humb]e fervant,

L

) ‘,'":“‘.:' o o« MARIANNE MARTINES,«
* ‘TFhis ‘extral, lztemlly copied from the ormnal

lefte} with which I have been favoured, 1 could
flot refift inferting in my Preface ; not only f for
fhe information it will afford the admirers of
Metaﬁaﬁb’"‘(:oncermng the three addltlonal

vol'umes of his” works, printed in 4to, 8vo, and
Izmo, “to fuit any edition of his former writ-
ings of: which’ they may be in’ poffeffion, but as
2 fpecnﬁen of the marvellous accuracy with
vﬂilch thisi mgemous lady is able’ to write in 2
’a‘nguage, which fhe has acqulred at the diftance
of a t‘houfand mxIes from our Ifland !

B 11,~1~
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M EMOTIRS

OF THE
LIFE AND WRITINGS

OF THE ABATE

"PIETRO METASTASIO.

SECTION L

PIETRO Trarasso, the fecond fon of Fe-

* lice Trapaffo of Afifi, and Francefca Galafti

of Bologna, was bora at Rome, Jan. 6th,
1698, in the parifh of Santi Lorenzo & Da-
mafo, where he was baptifed the 1gth of the
fame month, by Card. Ottoboni.

His father, though defcended from a family
in Afifi which had long enjoyed the privileges
of free-citizens; but which, by a gradual de-
cline, was reduced to poverty, not being able

VOL. I. B to
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to fubfift in the place of his birth, lifted for
a foldier in the regiment of Corfi, and foon
after married Francefca Galafti, by whom
he had many children befides the Poet.

While he was in garrifon, to the fmall pay
of a foldier, he added fomething towards
the maintenance of his family, by becom-
ing an Amanuenfis. And at length, having
ferved the ufual time, and by extreme in-
duftry and ceconomy faved a little money,
he entered into partnerfhip with athop-keeper
at' Rome, for the fale of goods which be-
long to what the Romans call /'arze bianca,
confifting of oily flower, paftry, and other
culinary materials.

And having been fomewhat profperous in
this kind of merchandife, he placed his two
eldeft fons, Leopoldo, and Pietro, at a Gram-
mar-fchool. The latter difcovered an extra-
ordinary quicknefs aihd difpofition for litera-
ture, and a violent paffion for poetry, witha
power of making verfes, extempore, on any
given fubjeft, before he was ten years
old (2). '

' This

(a) This fpecies of mfplratlon, allowed to the improvi-
-fatori of Italy, was long doubted in England by thofe
.who had never croffed the Alps, till the arrival of the

ce]cbrated TALAssI in our ‘country about ten years ago;
when
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This faculty he was habituated to exet-
eife, after {fchool hours, at his father’s thop,
where great crowds ufed to affemble in the
freet of an evening to hear the young Tra-
pafli fing, all’improvifia; who, befides the
harmony of his numbers, was gifted with
the melody of a fine voice. During one
of thefe tuneful fizs, the learned civilian
GraviNA having accidentally paffed that
'way, was ftruck with the {fweetnefs of the

child’s voice, and ftill more with his verfes, -

which he foon found were extempore, and
either upon perfons who ftood near him, or
on playful fubjefts of their fuggefting.
Gravina was fo aftonithed and pleafed at
the precocity of the little bard’s talents,
that he ftopt to carefs, and converfe with
him, offering him money for his performa
ance, which however the child modeftly de-
clined toaccept. This fo much increafed the
civilian’s admiration, that he inftantly con-
ceived awith to adopt him, for the pleafureof
cultivating a foil which nature had rendered
{o fertile, that even the fpontaneous flowers
and fruits it produced were of a fuperior

wfxen the moft obftinate infidels were converted to the
~ faith, and obliged to confefs the reality of the art.

B2 kind.



( 4)

kind. Without hefitation he therefore ap-
plied to his parents, foliciting them to tranf-
fer to him the care of their fon s education,
promlﬁng to become not enly his preceptor,
but father. '

As the child was ftill to remain at Rome,
and no cruel preliminary was mentioned, by
which his natural parents were probibited
from feeing him and cherifhing reciprocal
affe&tion, Felix was too wife, and zealous for
the welfare of his fon, -to refufe the proffer-
ed patronage ; and the next morning Pietro
was conduéted by his father and mother to
the houfe of Gravina, and wholly configned
to his care and protection.

Our young bard was now, from the le-
gitimate child of a fhop-keeper, become
the adopted fon of a man of letters. And
as his learned patron was partial to Greek
literature, and withed to implant in the
mind of the young Roman a refpeét and
reverence for ancient lore, he tranflated his
name into Greek: calling him Meras-
rAs1o, inftead of Traepaffi; as Msracagis,
MvuTaTIiO, {feemed at once to exprefs his
former name of Trapaffé, and his new fitua-

tion as an adopted child.
And
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And having changed his name, he un--
dertook the more difficult tafk of changing,
or at leaft, enlarging, his mental faculties,
and at the fame time that he was ftudying
the learned languages, and imbuing his
mind with the fciences, he withed to make
him an orator rather than a poet, and deter-

" mined that he thould ftudy the Law as a pro-
feffion ; that, and Divinity, being the only
two roads by which a man of learning could
arrive at honours and dignity in Rome.
Poets, indeed, were rewarded with barren
praife and acclamation, but wealth and afflu-
ence were ftrangers to their doors.

Yet while he was obliged to read the dry
books of the Law, and to hear the wran-
gling and jargon of the bar, his natural
paffion never quitted him, but

True as the needle to the Polar ftar
‘Which nightly guides the advent’rous mariner,

Its glowing influence pointed out the way
Through flow’ry paths of poetry to ftray.

And however he was oftenfibly occupied
by other ftudies, he found time, by ftealth,
to read the great models of the art, of
which fays an Italian writer, “ he fucked
the fweet, and devoured the fubftance.”
Indeed he was as much in difguife in the

B3 robes
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robes of the Forum, as Achilles in thofe of
a female. At the names of Homer and
Ariofto, which were his favourite poets,
he was unable to contain himfelf; and
Gravina difcovering, in fpite of his pupil’s
determination to conform implicitly to his
'will_, that this exclufive. paflion for poetry
was infuperable, at length permitted him
to read thofe poets which he himfelf thought
not only the beft, but the only models of
perfection. At the age of fourteen, during
the early period of this indulgence, Metaftafio
produced his Tragedy of Gruftino, conform-
able to the rigour of all the rules of the
ancient Greek dramatic writers, with which
his learned preceptor had- fupplicd him,
But he /ifped the numbers of the dry and
formal fcenes of this Coup d'Effai in a
manner which he afterwards difliked in
proportion to the pains he had taken to
walk the ftage in Greek bufkins. We have
his own opinion of this prodution in a
letter written to Signor Calfabigi, in which
he fays: *I fhould have wifhed that none
of my early produtions, which favour too
much of adolefcence, might have appeared
in the Paris edition, particularly the Tra-
gedy of Giuflino, written at fourteen years of

3 | age;
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age: when the authority of my illuftrious
mafter did not fuffer me to move a ftep from
the moft religious imitation of the Greeks ;
and when my inexperience and want of dif-
cernment were unable, to diftinguith gold
from lead, even in thofe mines themfelves,
of which he then began to difplay to me
the treafures.” Atto II. Sc. 4. of this
Tragedy is finely written, and abounding in
profound fentiments. There are chorufes
@ la Grec, and airs all’Italienne, at the end
of each aét; but of which (as there are
five alls) thefe airs and chorufes ondy could
have been fung (4 ). Cleone, the footh-fayer,
pleads his caufe very ably for an advocate
at fourteen, to the fair widow Afteria,
Atto III. Sc. 5. The three firft aéls are
mild and unimpaffioned; but the fourth, is
all diftrefs and agitation. An incident
occurs in this aét fimilar to that in Shak-
fpeare’s Romeo and Juliet, where Romeo,
fuppofing Juliet dead, drinks poifon, which
he has {carcely {fwallowed when the revives : -
Thus Sophia, fuppofing Juftin to have been

(4) It does not appear that this Tragedy was ever per-
formed as an Opera.  The drama of the fame name, fet
by Handel and brought out in 1737, is founded on a very
different hiftorical fact.

B4 irrecover-
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irrecoverably drowned, takes a fataldraught ;
but is foon after informed that he is reco-
vered.

It {feems fomewhat inconfiftent, that Gra-
‘vina, whofe firft impreffions in favour of his
young pupil were the effeéts of his prema-
ture genius for poetry, thould check his
progrefs. in that art, in favour of another
ftudy for which he had no paffion or uncom-
mon difpofition ; but thinking more of his
future fortune than fame, he chained him to
legiflation, pandeéls, edifts, decrees, codes,
rolls, and every fpecies of advocation* that
was likely to contribute to his profeffional
knowlcdge and advancement.

~ But after producin.g the Tragedy of Giuf-
tino upon Gravina’s favourite Greek model,
the learned civilian feems not only to have
tolcréted, but encouraged his pupil’s adora-
tion of the mufes; and at eighteen carried
him to Naples exprefsly to afford him an
opportunity of finging extempore with the
moft celebrated Improvifatori of Italy at that
time. Metaftafio, in a letter to Algarottj

* Alas! my thrice gentle Caffio;
My advecation is not now in tune,

SHAKSP. OTH_ELLQ.; »

written
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written in 1757, gives the following account
of this poetical contention. * It is your,
with to have fpecimens of the verfes which
I made extempore, during‘ my childhood ;
but how can I poffibly gratify this with? I
do not deny but that a natural talent for
harmony and the mufes, was difcovered in
me, that was thought fomewhat uncommon, '
and more early than ufual, that is, at ten or
eleven years olds that this phenomenon fo
dazzled my great mafter Gravina, that he
was partial to it, and cherithed me as a foil
worthy of his cultivation: and that fo late
as the year 1716, he exhibited me to fpeak
verfes, God knows. how, for the benefit of
Georgio Lorentino, upon all kinds of fub-
jedts, at which time I had for competitors the
illuftrious Rolli, Vagnini, and the Cavalier
Perfetti, men who were then arrived at full
maturity, and veterans in Pindaric battles.”
And it is related by his biographers, that
in this very year of his age, he fung, 4/’
improvifia, at Naples, forty oftave ftanzas
on a fubject propofed to him by one of the
audience, which was zbe magnificence of
princes, and he was heard with wonder and
rapture by all the learned prefent. They
admired the fecundity of his ideas, the fu-
blimity
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~ was found to have been made in 1717, and |
that he had appointed him his heir.

By this liberal a&, he verified his pro-
mife to the parents of Metaftafio, of treat-
ing him as his own child. The advantage
to his talents and to the lovers of poetry,
which is fuppofed to have been derived from
this early lofs of his learned tutor, was the
opportunity it afforded his genius, to free
itfelf from the trammels of Grecian rules and
{ervile imitation. But though in his dramas
he has more pathos, poetry, nature, and
facility, than we are now able to find in the
ancient Greek tragedians, yet his early ftudy
of them certainly elevated his ideas and
ftyle, and taught him how to fhun the
“vulgarity and abfurdities with which the
early popular dramatifts of moft countries
abound. He may be faid to write with
claffic elegance, though he had liberated
himfelf from claffic chains.

GraviNa rendered his name more cele-
brated by educating and forming the tafte
of Metaftafio, than by all the produ&ions
of his own pen. This learned civilian was
born in the diocefe of Cofenza, in the Pon-
tificate of Innocent XI. and was called to

Rome -
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Rome and honoyred with'a profeffional
chair, as a dotor of laws, at the Univerfity
della Sapienza. He had many friends by
whom he was fincerely loved and refpett-
ed; but he had likewife many enemies, who
tried to deprefs and mortify him in their
writings. The celebrated fatires of Quintus
Settanus were all written againft him, under
the feigned name of Filodemo. They are
extremely bitter; but it is imagined that
Gravina brought feverity upon himfelf, by
his rough treatment of others in his critical
~ writings, where he neither {pared the inge-
nious nor the-learned, any more than the
dull and the ignorant. His works confift of
his Poetics, or la Ragion Poetica; a treatife
on tragedy publithed by Metaftafio, and four
tragedies, entitled Palamedes, Andromeda, Ap- '
prus Claudius, and Servius Tullius, which
could not have been written by Sophocles
himfelf in a more Grecian ftyle. But the
moft celebrated of all his profeffional pro-
dultions, is entitled Originum furis, libri
tres; the moft learned work which has ap-
peared on that fubject, and which is ftill
much read and ftudied by proficients in the
law. He left behind him the charater of
but a moderate poet and orator, though

pofleflfed
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poflefled of great learning and claffical know-
ledge. Gravina’s bequeft to Metaftafio con-
fited of 15,000 Roman crowns, between
three and four thoufand pounds fterling in
money, a fum, fays his anonymous biogra-
pher, not contemptible, if he had known as
well how to keep as deferve it. But the
mufes are no great friends to ccconomy: and
poet and parfimony in the vocabulary of
Apollo have a very oppofite fignification.
Befides the fpecie, he left him an excellent
library, and a great quantity of rich furniture,
with three fmall places, of which he had put
him in poffeflion before his deceafe, and a
little eftate in the kingdom of Naples.
Metaftafio’s refpet and gratitude for his
preceptor and benefaltor, will appear in
fo many of the letters which will be inferted
in the courfe of thefe Memoirs, that we
fhall only here cite from a letter to his bro-
ther Leopold, a paffage in which the good
fenfe and found judgment, ds well as affec-
tion for his mental mafter, appear in a ftrong
light. .
¢« The Abate Molinari informs me, that
a pous ecclefiaftic has written the life of
our excellent Gravina, which he intends to
‘publith.  And I underftand, that it is his
inten-
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intention particularly to exculpate him from
the charge of irreligion, falfely afcribed to
him by fome of his enemies. I am ex-
tremely grateful to any one who manifefts
partiality for a man to whom I owe fo
much. But, between ourfelves, I fear this
zeal is now out of feafon. All rivalryisatan
end ; and the republic of letters now only
remembers the fame whichhislearned labours
have merited. So that an apology at this
time -would only inform the world of what
at prefent it is wholly ignorant: that fome
doubts were once entertained concerhing
the orthodoxy of this great man. Try to
get acquainted with the good ecclefiaftic,
and if poffible to fee his work. And after
due praife and acknowledgements for his in-
tentions, communicate to him, with all pof-
fible humility, my doubts of the expediency
of fuch a publication. But do it gently:
for if the author expeéts much applaufe or
profit from his work, he will not eafily be
prevailed on to relinquith it.”

Our poet is now become a free aorent,
mafter of himfelf, and a defpotic prince
over no inconfiderable fortune. His con-
verfation and verfes had too much excel-
lence to want admirers. And his table was

-too
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too well ferved to be in want of guefts. He
now wholly quitted the dry ftudy of the
law, and devoted himfelf and his fortune to
the mufes and his friends. There was no
poetical affembly in which he did not read
fome new produétion : as our Garrick in the
early part of his life was found wherever
lovers of theatrical amufements were affem-
bled. Stimulated by the applaufe which
every piece univerfally received, Metaftafio
thought of nothing but how to have it re-
newed by another compofition. The love of
praife is an infirmity to which the beft minds |
are perhaps the moft fubje¢t. During this
intoxication, not a thought feems to have
been beftowed on his prefent finances or fu-
ture fortune. If he refle¢ted at all during
thefe times of diffipation, it was on the
number of his friends and admirers, and the
certainty of patronage whenever he fhould
want it. What his predeceflor Petrarca has
faid of the temple of love, was ftill more ap-
plicable to that of fortune, by Metaftafio.

Erroriy fogni, ed immagini fmorte

Eran d’intorno all’arco trionfale,

E falfe opinioni in fu le porte,

E lubrico fperar fu per le feale *.

* Petrar. trionf, d*Amore.

Error
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Errors and Dreams and Thoughts half form’dabound,
And crowd the bafelefs fabric all aronnd; -

While at the threfhold falfe Opinions ftand,

And on the fteps, vain Hope, with magic wand.

Thofe whom the poet’s young imagina-
tion had dignified with the title of friends,
were only indulging their love of poetry
and good cheer, at his expence. Amogg
all the leflons of literature and f{cience,
which his learned and liberal patron had
taught him, he feems to have forgotten
thofe of worldly wifdom. And in pointing
out to his genius and diligence the means
of meriting the property he left him, he
wholly negleéted to tell him how to pre-
ferve it, and that the flattery of the poor
and the rich is alike felfith: the one for
profit, and the other for pleafure. And
indeed it is faid, that during this time,
among his moft ardent admirers at Rome,
befides thofe who profited from his bounty,
there were many perfons of the higheft
rank and authority, who feemed proud of
" being thought his patrons and proteors.
But the zeal of thefe cooled in proportion
as he became likely to want their protec-
tion; and what Pliny has faid of the Cin-
namon ‘tree, {eems applicable to the great

VOL. I., c n
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in general, corticis, in quo fumma grafiz,
nothing but th: bark, the mere ougfide, is-
of any value. For want of thefe inftruc-
tions, his patron’s legacy was foon diffipat-
ed; not in the fupport of vice, but moftly
in munificence and good cheer. Many of
his fugitive pieces were produced during
this period, particularly his fonnet on
the celebrated Gafparini, in 1719, (the
year after his patron’s death) when that
elegant and pleafing compofer was in the
height of his favour at Rome. Many of
his cantatas, canzonets, and fonnets were
produced even at a more early period (¢ ).

Finding himfelf - in two years time
wholly reduced to his two {mall Roman
places, his little Neapolitan poffeffions, and
his library, he went -to Naples with the
firm refolution of ferioufly refuming the
ftudy of the law. Being arrived in that
city 1720, he placed himfelf under the
guidance of an advocate of the name of
Paglietti, earneftly entreating his affiftance
in the ftudy of jurifprudence, and pro-
mifing on his own part, to fecond the in-

(¢) See Hift. Muf. vol. iv.
' ftrutions
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ftruétions which he fhould receive with all
poffible diligence and docility (d).  Faglietts
was one of the moft eminent lawyers at that
time in the city of Naples ; but fo rigorous
a difciplinarian, and fo totally devoted to his
profeffion, that he not only defpifed but ab-
folutely hated every fpecies of ornamental
knowledge or literature. Poetry was there-
fore ranked by him among the moft deadly
fins of which an advocate could poffibly be
guilty.  Indeed it was to him an obje&t of
fuch horror, that he trembled at the mere
mention of it. It is natural therefore to fup-
pofe that Paglietts, devoid of all tafte for the
arts of elegance, which help to humanize
and polith our favage nature, was rough,
four, and forbidding in his addrefs and man-
ners ;, he was all law, and of that fevere and
mercilefs fort, which knows not how to pag-
don the fmalleft imprudence or dewiation
from worldly wifdom.

(d) Though moft of the biographers of Metaftafio agree
in this account of his placing himfelf under a celebrated
advocate at Naples, in order to purfue the ftudy of the
law after the deceafe of Gravina; the Poet himfelf, in his
. letters to Saverio Mattei, calls him the celebrated advocate,
and afterwards counfel Guffaznola.

c2 Metaftafio
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Metaftafio was not ignorant of his feverity
and invincible hatred for poetry; but in~
ftead of looking upon it as an evil, he was
the more eager to place himfelf under his
moft rigid difcipline, in order to prevent a
relapfe into poetry, which had hitherto been
to him fo unprofitable a ftudy. The recep-
fion of Metaftafio by this Lycurgus, and his
firlt leGure, were perhaps rendered more
auftere and acrid by the fame of his poetical
talents, with which not only Naples but all
- Italy was already filled; but Metaftafio
hearing it with heroic patience, renewed
his promife of unwearied application, and
kept it fo well during his firft refidence un-
der the advocate’s roof, that he began to
entertain great hopes of his becoming an ex-
cellent lawyer, and treated him with as
‘much f{weetnefs as his bitter nature would
allow. He knew that the ftudies of his
young difciple were frequently impeded by
the vifits of perfons of learnitg and diftinc-
tion, to whom his poetical abilities were welt
known, and who remembered him when he
was ‘brought to Naples, as an improvifatore,
by Gravina. But now their expectations were-
transferred to his legal abilities, upon which,

from
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“from his learning and application, they had
formed the higheft hopes. It is certain that
Metaftafioat this time, exercifing the greateft
tyranny over his natural inclination, refrained
entirely, not only fromwriting verfes, but from
fpeaking them extempore, in fpite of all {o-
licitation. The firft breach of contratt with
the rugged advocate, and firft fedu&ion of
the mufe during his refidence at Naples, was
in the beginning of 1721, at the inftigation
of the countefs of Althan, who prevailed on
him to write an Epithalamium for the nup-
tials of her relation the marquis Pigna- .
telli with a lady of the Pinelli family; it
confifts of near one hundred oétave ftanzas,
is full of elegance, and in the higheft clafs of
poetry. The drama of ENDYMION, the firft
that he produced exprefsly for mufic, is faid
to have been written on the fame occafion,
of which the following dedicatory epiftle to
the countefs d’Althan, dated May 30, 1721,
is printed at the head of his letters. ¢ If it
is natural, moft illuftrious and excellent Lady,
for ‘tender fathers to regard their children
with affetion, as a part of themfelves, and
a ,bcontin'uation of their own exiftence,
with-how much greater reafon ought intel-
16:&11;11 parents to love the produétions of

] c3 © their
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their minds, and to cultivate that celeftial
fparc which diftinguithes us from brutes,
and renders us fuperior to all other terreftial
beings.”

The reft is common flattery—declaring
that if he durft, he would fay the very fine
things which he does fay, of the lady’s high
rank and illuftrious progenitors. '

Metaftafio’s next infringement of the
laws laid down by the advocate Paglett:
againft the wicked praétice of poetry, was
cccafioned by an application from the Vice-
-roy of Naples himfelf, that he would write
a drama for mufic, to be performed on the
birth-day of the emprefs Elizabeth, confort
of the emperor Charles VI. who was then
in pofleflion of that kingdom. It is faid
that he was with difficulty prevailed upon
‘to enter on this tafk, and only complied upon
a promife that it fhould be kept a profound
fecret. Our bard in perpetual fear of the
inexorable lawyer, was obliged to facrifice
his hours of fleep to this contraband com-
merce with the mufes. The piece was en-
titled Tue GARDENs oF THE HESPERIDES,
and is one of the moft beautiful of his early
productions. The viceroy on receiving it

I pre-
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prefented him with two hundred ducats, and
is faid by the anonymous author of his life
to have received his promife of fecrecy,
which he kept {o religioufly, that neither the
compofer, the fingers, nor the printer him-
felf had the leaft fufpicion who was the
author. That the young Bard may have
withed to lie concealed during the rehearfal
and firlt performance of his dramatic at-
tempt, is probable; but that he continued
longer to make a myftery of the parentage
of this poetical child, when it had received
fuch unequivocal marks of public favour, is
fully confuted by the firft edition of this
drama, which now lies before me, and to
thededication of which his name is fubfcribed
at full length (). It has been truly faid,
that when a falfehood has gained admiffion
-into a book, it is more likely to be copied

‘{¢) As the firft Edition is become very fcarce, and
fettles feveral difputed points in the Life of the Lyric
Bard, I fhall infert the title here, e ntire.

Gv1 OrTI ESPERIDI componimento dramatico da can-
tarfi, in occafione del feliciffimo giorno natalizio della fac,
Ce¢f. Catt. Real Macfia di Elifabetta Augufia Imperatrice
regnante, per commando dell ’illufim, ed Eccelm, Sig. D,
Marc’ Antonio Borghefsy Principe di Sulmone, Vicers, &gc,
del Regno di Napoli. In Napoliy 1721, 4to. per Frangefco
Ricciardo,

C4 than
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than confuted. And this flory of Metaftafio
withing to lie concealed during the perform-
ance and fuccefs of his firft drama at Naples,
after being hazarded by one biographer, has
been taken upon truft by all fubfequent wri-
ters of his life; and I fthould have been of
the number had I not luckily met with the
original printed copy. The dedication of
this drama to the Vice-Queen, dated Naples,
28th of Auguft 1721, is elegantly written,
but abounds not with uncommon ideas.

« If, fays he, the choice of a grand and
fublime fubje&t were fufficient to fecure the
fuccefs of a literary produétion, I fhould
have no reafon to dread the fate of this, But
if it is true, that the more vaft and majeftic
the edifice, the ‘more folid fhould be the
foundation, and the workmanthip the more
exquifite, I have the greater reafon to fear
that the enterprize prefcribed to me, is too
high for my abilities. Deign therefore, moft
illuftrious lady, to fuffer me to avail myfelf
of the -fplendor of your name, to make
amends for the defets.of my pen. Already
the care of the Gardens of the Hefperides,
whence my work has its name, is taken
from the fabulous dragon and affigned to a
defcendant of the glorious family of Bor-

: ghefe,
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ghefe (f). And if every other reafon thould
fail to induce your acceptance of this humble
offering, it is hoped that your excellency will
be propitious to my prayer, in confideration
of the grandeur of the fubjett and the coms
mands which emboldened the mufe to fo
daring a flight. I might now launch out
in the praifes of your excellence, and of your
moft worthy confort, but befides my injunc-
tions to the contrary, I fhould neither be
able to fay fo much as is univerfally known,
nor {o little, but that your modefty would be
offended withit, Therefore, without length-
ening this addrefs unneceflarily, imploring
for this prodution that patronage and par-
tiality with which the author has been ho-
noured by your excellency from his moft
early youth, I prefume with the moft pro-
found refpeét and reverence, to fubfcribe
myfelf your excellency’s moft humble, moft
devoted, and moft obliged fervant,

Paples, Aug. 28, PieTro METASTASIO.”

1721,

Porrora had the honour of fetting to
mufic this firft Lyric effufion of our Bard. It
enly confifts of two a¢ts. - The principal

(f) « Let us, for-once, (fays the Ab..Criftiani, the moft
exa& -and judicious -of Metaftafio’s biographers) forgive

_the Poet the ufe of fo infipid an argument.”
4 ‘ female
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female finger was the ROMANINA, of whom
we fhall have frequent occafion to fpeak
“hereafter. Thofe of the other four fingers
employed, were in England during Handel’s
Opera Regency: Pinacci, Pafi, and La
Merighs. The {cenes and decorations, of
which, three or four plates are given in this
4to edition, were extremely fplendid, but
not in the ufual good tafte of Italy in fubfe-
quent times.
* The next drama that was written at the
. expence of his legal ftudies, or his moments
of reft and recreation; was ANGELICA. This
was printed at Naples, 1722, and fet by
Parpara, for the Emprefs’s birth-day (g ).
The preface to this piece is printed in the
firft volume of the author’s letters, in which
he fays: “The learned and excellent men, in
every faculty, that abound in Naples, at pre-
fent, more than in any other city in Europe,
are not accuftomed to demean themfelves fo
far as to judge of works {fo much below their
notice as this ; yet as every production of art,
which neceflity or choice brings into the
world, thould be fubmitted to their decifion,

(z) It has been faid in fome accounts of Metaftafio’s
early produions, that Farinelli’s firft performance was
in this Serenata, &c. '

as
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as worthy arbiters of its merit, the author
is anxious to excufe, not to defend, the
* defe@s of the prefent drama.’ And in-
deed it would, perhaps, have been better
able to defend itfelf, both as to the condu&
of the fable and the elegance of the dialogue,
had the author been allowed more time to
corre¢t and polifh it, previous to its being fet
to mufic ; but the producing poetry different
from that in common ufe; the adopting
each part. to the particular talents and abili-
ties of the performers; and many other re-
ftraints, which are difficult to expldin to
thofe who are unaccuftomed to fuch labours,
ought in juftice to exempt the author from
the cenfure of negligence. Thofe, however,
who generally fet up for the moft unerring
judges of the works of others, feek for.
nothing but defeéts ; and the inftant a work
appears, it in judgment over it, boldly pro-
nouncingfentence, and exercifing the wretch-
ed employment of begging praife for them-
felves, . for denouncing the faults of others.
As the author did not undertake the prefent
work in order to acquire reputation, but in
obedience to thofe who honoured him with
their commands; and as he luckily fucceeded -
in
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in pleafing them, he readily renounces all
other claims to favour.

“The plot is taken from Ariofto, as every
one muft know ; but for .the convenience of
reprefentation, jt has been altered in fome
parts,” ,

The poems which he produced at Naples,
were the admiration of all perfors poffefled
of a love and tafte for poetry, particularly
the Gardens of the Hefperides; but none felt its
beauties fo forcibly as the BuLGARELLA
detta RoMANINA, the greateft female finger
and aftrefs of her time; who having per»
formed the part of Venus in that occafional
drama, was fo enchanted with the uncom-
mon beauty of the poetry, that the could not
reft till the had been introduced to the ac-
quaintance of the author. Indeed, tradition
fays, that this drama had an effect upon the
audience in general, which Naples had never
before experienced, The recitative was
hardly begun, when the fpeétators formed a
more curious {petacle than the aétors them-
{elves: fo great was the change in their be-
haviour and mode of liftening that was in-
ftantly produced. Violent noife and un-
bridled clamour, ufed to reign in every part

" of
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of that theatre, and could never be fubdued
but with great difficulty, even when fome
capital finger had a favourite air to perform;
and it was no fooner over, than the din was
- renewed with fuch vehemence, that even
the orcheftra could not be heard. But now,
every one delighted by the new and decorous
arrangement of the fcenes, original beauty
and {weetnefs of the verfe, the force of the
fentiments, the textureof the parts, andall the
wonders of Metaftafio’s dramatic poetry, was
forced, almoftinfenfibly, into profound filence
and attention. The companions of Dido
while Eneas was relating the tragical events
which happened at the fiege of Troy, could
not have liftened with more eagernefs than
the Neapolitan audience did at this repre-
fentation. Univerfal curiofity was excited,
and enquiries made, after the author, whe,
though a poet and fond of praife, is faid to
have wifhed to lie concealed. But the Bu/-
garini who was not only pleafed in common
‘with the lovers of poetry, but imprefled
with the moft lively gratitude to the author
of the Hefperides, for the flattering reception
‘and unbounded applaufe which this picce
had procured her, both as an aftrefs and
finger, was impatient to be perfonally ac-
quainted
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quainted with him. * And having difcovered
that the knew one of his intimate friends,
the prevailed upon him to try to bring the
poet to her houfe. He at firft refifted the
folicitation; but, at length, ceafing to be in-
exorable, he was induced to make her a
vifit. 'The Romanina (as the was generally
called from being a native of that city,) had
no fooner feen him, -than fhe felt an uncom-
mon regard for him. His poetical abilities,
elegance of manners, and fine countenance,
together with the circumftance of his being
her countryman, or rather townfman, all
joined to increafe her regard; while Metaf-
tafio on his part felt equally unable, with all
the ftoicifm he could mufter, to refift the
defire of improving the acquaintance; and
frequently returned to enjoy the pleafure of
her converfation.

He had foon reafon to believe, from the
countenance and behaviour of Pagletts, that
neither his theatrical produétion, nor the
new ftage acquaintance which he had made,
was unknown to him. The praifes he re-
ceived from the Romanina, and all thofe
to whom the fecret had been divulged, and
their prefling inftances that he would con-
tinue to write, awakened his paffion for

poetry,
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poetry, which he had flattered himfelf was
wholly fubdued. Henow begantofeel, that by
the narrowand contraéted ftudyof thelaw, his
genius could never expand in his own original
ideas, but would be conftantly tied down to
thofe of others. His refle¢tions upon the
fordidnefs of facrificing his whole life'to a
diftafteful bufinefs, for the mere hope of ac-
quiring wealth, (as he afterwards confeffed
to his confidential friends), joined to the
harth treatment of the old advocate, which
became more intolerable in proportion as the
affiduity of Metaftafio diminithed, entirely
determined him to quit both him and his
profeffion.

His female friend perceived the confli¢t
and internal war; and in order to ftimulate
his courage and refolution, fhe and her huf-
band invited him in the moft prefling man-
ner to refide under the fame roof, and affured
him that they would contribute every thing
in their power, to render his life as eafy and
comfortable as poffible. He remained feveral
months in a ftate of uncertainty; but at
length, determined to accept their offer, to
return to poetry, and to enjoy the pleafures
of fociety in full liberty. Yet he did not
feem infenfible of the apparent indecorum

and
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ahd want of fortitude which he manifefted
in quitting, with fuch feeming levity, the
purfuit of ftudies which had been recoms-
mended to him by his deceafed patron ; nor
was he quite at his eafe on the fide of deli-
cacy, as to appearances; the obligations to
the Bulgarini, under which he was loading
himfelf, frequently opprefled his mind. And
yet fo limited is our powerof penetrating intg
future events, that the meafureswhichhenow
purfued, far from impeding either his fame
ot fortune, were the foundations of all his
fubfequent celebrity. An Italian poet has
well defcribed the fhortnefs of mental vifion.

Scbben fembra talor che torvo e iniquo

1l volta verfo noi volga la forte ;

Ella feguends fuo coftume antiquo

A inafpettata gioja apre le porte :

£ afconde fpefla fotto calle obblique

Della felicita le vie pia corte :

Onde non fappia in mez2o ai tortiy e ai guai

L’uom the temery né che fperar giammai,

¢ Blind to the future,” while he fojourns here

Man knows not what to hope or what to fear 3

Amidft misfortune, forrow, and difmay,

Fate oft, in frowns, pointsout the fhorteft way

To fortune, fame, and unexpeéted joy,
By means which prudence trembles to employ.

Sig. Saverio Mattei relates a curious
anecdote which he had from the princefs
Belmonte,
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Belmonte, concerning the power of our

young author’s extemporaneous poetry,

during his refidence at Naples, after the

deceafe of Gravina. The poet having a
law-fuit on his hands, for part of the pof

{effions bequeathed to him in that kingdom

by the Civilian, applied to -this printefs for

her intereft with the judge, (an iniquitous

praftice in almoft every country, but Enge
land,) and fhe told him, if he would firft

make her miftrefs of the fubjeét, by pleading

his own caufe himfelf, a//improvifia, and con-
vince her that juftice was on his fide, the

would ufe her utmoft influence in his favour.

He at firft excufed himfelf, on account of

want of practice, in a faculty which he had
-difcontinued for many years. But the
princefs perfifting in her with, as the only
~condition on which the fthould intereft her-
felf in the bufinefs, he at length begun : and
pleaded his caufe @ fong, with fuch lively
and infinuating expreffions, that he foon
drew tears from his patronefs. And while
he was in the a& of /ncantation, other com-
pany came in, who were equally affeted by
his enchantments. The next day, princefs
Belmonte applied to the judges, begged,
prayed, and related, not only the merits of
VOL. I. . P the
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the caufe, but the extraordinary talents of
her client ; intreating him to be prefent at a_
fimilar exhibition. A day being fixed, and
Metaftafio defired to repeat his pleadings to a.
new audience in the princefs’s palace, he
confented ; and without repeating a fingle
verfe of what he had fung before, -fuch were
the fire, elegance, and touching enthufiafm
of his numbers, as left not a dry eye in the
room. The caufe was foon after juridically
determined in his favour.

We will fuppofe from the innate probity
and honour of Metaftafio, that he had juftice
as well as poetry on his fide; but when- elo-

~quence, or a firen voice is employed to
confound right and wrong, racTs, which
thould alone determine legal right, are fo
concealed, difguifed, and perverted, that
juttice, which fhould be not only &/ind but
deaf to all but fa@s, is totally banifhed the
.court.
.- The Bulgarini was engaged to fing in the
.theatre of Naples, during the carnival of
.1724; and being very ambitious of appearing
to as much advantage in the next opera as
.1he had done in that for the birth-day of the
emprefs, fhe prefled. the poet to write a
drama, in which, as firft woman, fuch a
) charaéter
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charaéter might fall to her fhare, as would
give her an opportunity of difplaying all her
powers, both as an atrefs and finger. It
is eafy to imagine with what zeal the Abate
went to work, in order to gratify her with.
After many heroines had paffed in review,
Drpo was at length chofen, and the drama
entitled DipoNE ABBANDONATA produced;
in which he chofe the period of the hero,
Aneas, quitting the Carthaginian queen: as
it furnithed fcenes of the greateft force and
paffion, as well as mere expreflion for his
. pen, and more abundant opportunities for
the difplay of the Romanina’s abilities, than.
any other. This was the firft perfeét mufical
drama, perhaps, that ever graced the Italian
ftage. The applaufe it obtained, was equal
to that of the Qr¢#7 Efperidi; and though the
ftory was fo well known,; that no effets.could
be produced by furprife, yet the pleafure of
the audience was exceflive (4). The dif-
ferent - editions circulated in a fhort time,
were innumerable ; and the Italians, proud
of the refurretion of their drama, began to
challenge all the reft of Europe, where their
theatrical productions were thought fuperior,
(h) Thisopera was fet by Sarro, and the part of ZEneas )
performcd by Nicolin:., ‘
D2 to
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to fhew any one, originally written for
mufic, equally perfeét. The learned Saverio
Mattei, who is a very judicious mufical
~critic, in his eulogium on Iomelli, in which
he has inferted a fhort account of the pro-
grefs of theatrical poetry and mufic, fays,
that ¢ the Romanina was a great attrefs,
and that Metaftafio himfelf was obliged to
her for fuggefting to him the fineft fitua-
tions in his Op. of Didone; fuch as the 14th
and 15th {cenes of the fecond aét, which
were entirely of her invention, as the
princefs Belmonte had frequently told him.”
Opera annals, perhaps, can furnifh no other
inftance of a female finger, qualified to in-
ftru&t a poet, except the Mingotti ; who had
ftudied ftage effects as well as harmony,
fufficiently to enlighten the author of the
words fhe fung, *as well as the compofer of
the mufic..

From the great and fudden celebrity of
Didone, which immediately after its firft
.appearance at Naples, was fet by the beft
compofers of the time for the other principal
theatres of Italy; the Venetian minifter at
Rome, where it had been performed to-
Sarro’s mufic, was inftigated to apply to

Metaftafio to write the opera of Sirok,
: which



( 37)

which he fent to Venice, where it met with
a fuccefs equal to that of Dido, to the great
emolument of the author, who was magni-
- ficiently rewarded for the fuperior excellence
of his poetry. This drama was fet by
Vinct at Venice, and performed and
printed in 1726.

It appears from the original /ibretts, or
printed books of the words, all which I
have been fo lucky as to procure, that the
Romanina not only performed the principal
female part in Metaftafio’s four firft dramas
at Naples, but that fhe performed with the
celebrated Nicolini in Didone, and Siroe, at
' Venice, when they were - firft reprefented
there in 1725, and 1726; and according to
Quadrio, (7) Metaftafio was himfelf in that
city at this time ; as, prefixed to the Venetian
edition of Didone in 1725, there is a fonnet
. figned by the poet, and addrefled to the
ladies of Venice. It was during this period,
that he altcrcd for the fame performers,
the old opera of S17acE, at the requeft of
Porpora. _

The Romanira, probably, was not very
young at this time, as in 1709, and 1712,

(i) Storia dogni pocfias
D 3 ~ the
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the had arrived at the fummit of her pro--
feflion at Genoa, where, according to the
printed books of the words, fhe performed
the firft woman’s part; and it does not ap-
pear, that the ever fung on the ftage after
the quitted Venice, in 1726.

Didone, which had produced our poet,
at Naples, another fum of two hundred
ducats, was thought a much lefs confiderable
advantage to him, than the conftant en-
creafe of the regard and affettion of the Ro-
manina: who is faid to have exulted ex-
-tremely, as well ds her hufband, in the
fagacity with which they had made choice
* 'of fo dear and valuable a gueft.

In the carnival of 1726, while Metaftafio's
dramas received fuch unbounded applaufe at
Venice, Didone, as fet by Vinci, was re-
ceived at Rome with acclamation. The
famous ex-jefuit Cordara, who was there at
that time, in his e/ge of Metaftafio, recited
at Alexandria in 1782, defcribes its recep-
tion in the following manner: _

“ Every fcene produced one continued
applaufe. But who can defcribe the rapture
of the pit, when the queen of Carthage dif-
‘dainfully rifing from the throne, repreffes
the infolent pretenfions of the king of Mau- -

4 ritania



( 39 )

ritania, with the dignity of an independent
princefs, by the fpirited air, Soz Regina, &c? .
The noife feemed to fhake the theatre to its
foundation. I was not there myfelf, as my
habit did not allow me to be prefent at fuch
{peftacles ; but I almoft heard the rumour
in my cell, fo full was all Rome with the
fame of this produétion.”

In 1727, the Romanina having fulfilled
all her theatrical engagements at Naples and
elfewhere, prepared to return to Rome, yet
declared at the fame time, that fthe would
never fee her native city agdin, unlefs in
the company of her dear friend. He re-
mained for a while irrefolute ; but, at length,
the warm affe€tion he retained for the place
,of his nativity, in fpite of the neglet and
(iifappointment which had driven him thence,
heightened perhaps by his regard for the
Bulgarini, and fortified by the defire of fee-
ing his fathet, and the reft of his family,
determined him to quit Naples, in company
with his benefafirice ; but not before he had
.obtained a promife from her, that, in return
for the hofpitality which he had received
under ber roof at Naples, the and her family
thould become 47s guefts, at Rome. To this
propofition all parties having acceded, he

D4 wrote
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wrote to his agents, to provide a houfe fuf-
ficient for the two families of Trapafi and
Bulgarins. And from the time of his arrival
in that city, till his departure for Germany,
they all lived under the fame roof, and con-
{tituted one family. The Romanina, as
more rich and accuftomed to the manage-
ment of a family, was invefted with the
fuperintendance of all houfehold concerns ;
‘'the reft had nothing to do, but to attend their
own purfuits ; while Metaftafio received
vifits, wrote verfes, improved his circum-
ftances, and encreafed his celebrity.

. The firft drama which he produced, ex-
prefsly for Rome, was CatoNe 1N Utjca,
which was fet by Vincr and performed in
that city, 1728, and in 1729, at Venice, to
the mufic of LEo. He chofe the fubje& pur-
pofely to. pleafe the Romans, fuppofing that
he fhould gain both applaufe and gratitude,
by difplaying the virtue of one of their own,
Heroes, But as it feldom happens that a
prophet or a poet (which in ancient times
were united in the fame perfon) receives due
honour in his own country, particularly at
Rome, which js proverbially called the re-
fidence of ftrangers; in fpite of the excel-
Jence of this drama, which abounds with

3 | ~ fublime,
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fublime, as well as tender fentiments and
delineations, of the pafiions of glory, ambi-
tion, anger, and love; and in which the con-
duét was natural, and cataftrophe happy, it
was inftantly attacked by the fatirical genius
of the Romans, and the performance fuf-
pended. The frivolous fcenes, and feeble
. poetry to which they had been long accuf-
tomed, had corrupted the tafte of the Roman
public in general; and except a few learned
men, lefs invidious than the reft,” who if
they knew of no modern Cato, had read, at
leaft, about the ancient, this piece was at
firft very coldly received; though after-
. wards, when their minds and taftes were
enlightened and refined by other original
and beautiful works of our author, this
drama was treated with more juftice.

The next opera which our author pro-
duced, was Ezro, fet by Porrora, in
1728, and SEMIRAMIDE RICONOSCIUTA,
- fet by the fame compofer, 1729 ; but though-
both thefe dramas were received in the moft
favorable manner, and the praifes beftowed
upon the poet were unbounded, his fortune
was not greatly improved by their fuccefs.
Poetry has more frequently enriched the
book{eller, than the author, in every country;

I but
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but at Rome, it is a drug of lefs value, even
to the bookfeller, .than elfewhere; and Me-
taftafio’s mufe, however chafte, was but lit-
tle better treated for not being meretricious.
If Metaftafio had been a mere pfalmodift, or
hymnologift, his monkith rhymes might
have obtained him fome ecclefiaftical pre-
ferment ; but the poetry which he produced
on pagan and fecular fubjeéts, precluded him
‘from every avenue to the church. He was,
however, far from neceflitous, and with the
affiftance of the Romanina, whofe purfe was
always at his fervice, his fortune and fitua~
tion were tolerably eafy.” But the being
fometimes obliged to avail himfelf of the li-
berality of his generous friend, was a cir-
cumftancc which humbled and mortified him
beyond any other. He could not bear to
" refle on being a burthen to her for whom
chiefly he wifhed to be rich, not only to ex-
empt her from the expences which fhe in-
¢urred on his account, but to manifeft his
. gratitude for the benefits the had already
conferred on him. : ,
His amiable friend tried every means in
her power, to {et his mind at eafe, concerning
his obligations to her: affuring him that he
‘had contributed much more to her profeffion-

al

1
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al fame than it had bgen in her power to do
to his fortune; that the was in fuch circum-
ftances as rendered the fmall friendly offices
which the had been able to perform, more a
pleafure than an inconvenience ; and prefled
him, in the moft urgent manner, to tranquil-
dze his mind on that account, and to believe
(which fhe affured him was the truth) that
he was doing her the greateft favour, when
he aiforded her an opportunity of dividing
with him her poffeffions.

The afflicted poet drew fome comfort
from thefe declarations, but it was of fhort
duration, He was perpetually convinced of
the ingratitude of his pretended Roman
friends, and the duplicity of his protetors;
and having nourithed in his foul an ardent
paffion for general efteem, refpet, and ad-
miration, his narrow circamftances threw
him into fo profound a fit of melancholy,
that he became incapable of receiving con-
folation.

Such was his ftate of defpondency, when;
to his great aftonithment, he received the
following Letter from prince Pio of Savoy,

Infpe€tor of the Imperial Theatre at Vi-
enna. .

LETTER
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LETTER L

Your dramas and other poetical compo-
fitions, which have acquired you fuch uni-
verfal applaufe, have been fo far approved
by his Imperial Majefty, that he is defirous
to engage you in his fervice, on fuch con-
ditions, as fhall feem moft worthy of your
acceptance. It will be therefore neceffary
for you to mention, in your anfwer, fome
fpecific annual appointment, which will be
fixed and invariable. Sig. Apoftolo Zeno
defires no other colleague than yourfelf, not
knowing at prefent, any one {o fit to ferve
fuch an enlightened monarch. ‘Upon your
anfwer and requifition, will depend the re-
mitting a fum of money neceflary to defray
the expences of your journey. I am happy
in this opportunity of manifefting, with how
much efteem and zeal, I am your ﬁncerc
and affetionate fervant,

Luigi Principe Pio di Savoja.
Vienna, Aug. 31, 1729.

Metaftafio was infinitely more furprifed
and flattered, by this unfolicited and {plendid
offer, fram finding himfelf recommended to
the Emperor s DOthC, by the celebrated and

learned
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learned Apofiols Zeno, who was himfelf at
this time laureate to the emperor Charles VI,
a prince, who had long fupported his Lyric

Theatre with the greateft magnificence.
Zeno had enjoyed his office in this court,
from the year 1718, where his chief em~
ployment confifted in furnifhing dramas for

- mufic, which had long been juftly thought,
the beft of which the Italian language could
boaft. .

And yet the offer of this employment to
Metaftafio, however dazzling, was not long
produ¢tive of joy without deduction. The
quitting Rome, for which he had always a
filial fondnefs, as well as leaving his family,
friends, and, perhaps, more than all, the
Romanina, imprefled his mind with a forrow-
ful allay to his happinefs. But he was too
well read in his friend Horace not to know
that, - '

Nibhil ¢ft ab omn:
Parte beatum.

Upon confulting with his family, they
inftantly conceived fuch magnificent hopes’
of his future aggrandizement, as contributed
much to their confolation at lofing him; and
the Romanina was fo generous and difinte-
refted, in fpite of fecret afflition; as to ufe

her
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her utmoft eloquence in removing his doubts,
and diminifhing the caufes of his repugnance,
at quitting Rome and his friends.

After many confultations, and difcuflions,
of the feveral arguments amical and inimi-
cal to the acceptance of the unexpeéted pro-
pofition from Vienna, the following is the
anfwer which he fent, and which contains
fo many charaéteriftic traits of modefty, pro-.
priety, and delicacy, that it deferves to be
preferved, as a model of conduét under
fimilar circumftances.

LETTER IL
TO PRINCE PIO OF SAVOY.

‘Tue hafte with which I am obliged to
anfwer the letter, that Your Excellence has
-deigned to write to me, will not allow time
fufficient for 1ny recovery from the furprife
which the vncxzpected honour of hisImperial
_ Majefty’scommands muftneceflarilyhave pro-
duced; an honour to which I had never dared
afpire, even in my vaineft moments. The
doubt of my flender abilities, would make me
accept withextreme timidity the glo'y of ferv-
ing his majefty, if his own moft animating and
auguft approbation, had not deprived me of

the
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the liberty of {elf-diffidence. I fhall there-
fore only wait for Your Excellency’s orders,
which will be executed as foon as received.
Your Excellence has repeatedly prefcribed
to me in your letter, to mention my with, as
to an annual appointment. This law weak-.
ens my repugnance, and will be an excufe
for my prefurhption. It is faid, that the ufual
allowance to the poets who have been in the
fervice of the court of Vienna, and that
which Sig. Apoft. Zeno receives at prefent,
is four thoufand florins per annum: fo that,
"_regulating my expeCtations by former ufage,
1 fhall confine them within the fame limits ;
humbly requefting it may be remembered,
that in quitting my country, I am obliged to
leave a fufficiency, for the maintenance of
an aged and helplefs father, and for others
of my numerous relations, who have no fup-
port, but the fruitsarifing, in Italy, from my
feeble talents; I muft live in the moft {plen-
did court of Europe, in fuch a manner, as
will not difgrace the monarch whom I fhal]
have the honour to ferve ; and laftly, weigh-
- ing the poffibility, that my abilities may fall
thort of expeltation, and be inferior to the
tafk with which I fhall be honoured, I fhall
live in perpetual terrors of impending pover-

ty
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ty and paternal wants. I have thusventured
to comply with Your Excellency’s injunc-
tions ; but beg that my franknefs may be
regarded as an att of obedience; and what-
ever my circumftances may be, I thall, with
the utmoft alacrity, execute thofe orders
which ‘it fhall pleafe my auguft patron
to enjoin me. I am fully fenfible how much
is due to the incomparable fignor Ap. Zeno;
who, not content with having hitherto pro-
te€ted my writings, thus generoufly honours
me with his beneficent recommendation, for
which I fhall retain the moft lively gratitude,
to the end of my exiftence.
I have the honour to be, &c.
Rome, Sept. 19, 1729,
The prince replied to this letter, October
28th, of the fame year. '

LETTER IL

PRINCE PIO OF SAVOY, TO METASTASIO.

I't was not poffible to anfwer your {fatis-
faCtory letter fooner, as I was abfent from
Vienna, on a hunting party, with the Em-
peror; but upon communicating your fen-
timents to His Majefty, I have the pleafurc to

aflure
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affire you, that he was well pleafed with
the propriety, prudence, and good fenfe,
manifefted in your letter, concerning your -
future cftablithment. It is true fignor Apoft.
Zeno had a penfion of four thoufand florins
per annum ; but this high falary was granted
to him in confequence of his being Imperial
Hiftoriographber, as well as poet. But I have
no doubt that in procefs of time, you will
" arrive at the fame appointment. I affure you
that the Abate Pariati had but two thoufand
florins per annum. However, in confequence
of your fuperior merit; his Majefty has grant-
ed you three thoufand florins annually, and
one hundred wungheri to defray the expences
of your journey; for which an order is fent .
to the Imperial banker at Rome. I truft,
- therefore, that you will not difappeint the
hopes I have conceived of feeing you  foon
at Vienna, and of afluring you in perfon, how
much my heart mclmes me to ferve you
with zeal and affection.

LUIGI PRINCE OF SAVOY.

Metaftafio, his family, and friends, thought
it right, implicitly to fubmit to the terms
propofed in this letter, of Wthh the only
part that occafioned them any uneafinefs,

VOL. I E was
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was the folicitude exprefled by Prince Pio, for
his fpeedy arrival in Viemna ; which could
not take place without leaving his affairs in
great confufion, and failing in his engagement
to furnith the Roman theatre with two new
‘dramas for the enfuing carnival. He faw
no better means of folving thofe difficulties,
than by fpeaking the truth, and explaining
to his illuftrious correfpondent the real ftate
of his circumftances. -

LETTER IV.

METASTASIO TO PRINCE PIO OF SAVOY.

FHE three thoufand florins, agreeable to
the oracular decree of my -auguft patron, .
need no reiterated acceptance, as I have
already had the honour to affure your Excel-
lence, that whatever fhould be the conditions
which I was to hope for from my ftudies, I
fhould not be fo much my own enemy as
‘not eagerly to embrace them. For however
difficult it is to acquire felf-knowledge, I am
not fo devoid of it as to be ignorant, that
~what is now granted me, fprings from the
pure effeét of Imperial munificence; ac-
cuftomed to make its eftimates by its own

' dignity
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dignity more than by the ‘ment of others.
I therefore already regard myfelf as the fer-

vant of His Majefty. o
No time being fixed for my departure, I
likewife confider that omiffion  as another
proof of Cefarian clemency and fore-fight,
in benignly confidering, that in confequence
of fuch a removal from my ufual abode,
all my plans, engagements, and {chemes of
life, muft be changed, and it cannot there-
fore take place with a rapidity equal to
my zeal. Indeed my journey would ne-
. ceffarily meet with fome delay in arranging
my family concerns, if I had no other to
tranfaét; as I have two fifters already grown
up, for whom an aflylum muft be found; |
" and 1 have likewife to difpofe of fome {mall
places which have been beftowed on me,
one of which requires perfonal attendance.
I have alfo fome engagements to fulfill with
the managers of the Roman theatre, to whom
T had promifed two new dramas before I was
encouraged to hope for the honour of fuch
auguft commands. However, I flatter my-
{felf, that all my arrangements will be com-
pleted ‘before Lent; but if my attendance
thould be required fooner, there is no facri-
E2 . fice
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fice which I would not make, to manifeft
with how much zeal and duty I have the
honour to be, &c.
. Nov. 3, 1729.

This letter had all the effeé he withed, and
obtained him’ permiffion to remain at Rome,
till he had finithed the two dramas which
he had engaged to write. But neither the
mufe, nor the arrangement of his affairs,
banithed from his thoughts the obligations
which he thought himfelf under to Apoftolo
Zeno, to whom he addrefled the following
letter, two days after he had written to
Prince Pio. '

LETTER V.
METASTASIO TO SIG. APOSTOLO ZENO.

I p1p not think it poffible that your name
fhould be intitled to a greater degree of re-
fpect and veneration, than that with which
1 have been imprefled for it, in common
with all Italy, from the time of my earlieft
ftudies ; but at prefent, my peculiar obliga-
tions to you are of fuch a nature, as would

- render
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“render filence unpardonable. Indeed it is
mmpofiible for me to conceal, without ingra-
titude, the owing to your generofity my
whole fuccefs in the world. The admiration
which you have excited in me, and my eager-
nefs for imitating your works, together with
the weight of your approbation, have elevat-
ed me to the honour of ferving his Imperial
Majefty : hence I have the prefumption ta
hope, that, regarding me as the work of your
own hands, you will continue to protet me,
as a kind of defence of ypur own judgm‘ent of
my feeble abilities, as well as to honour me
with your advice, how to avoid the rocks
which I may have to encounter, in entering
into the fervice of the greateft monarch in

- the world. My obligations to you, as well as
the hopes of your wife and benevolent coun-
fel, I have declared aloud to my whole coun-
try, and thall continue to declare them as
long as I live; being the only indications
which 1 am able to give, of my unprofitable
gratitude. - | ‘

No particular time having been fixed for
my departure, I have ventured to fuppofe,
that it may be deferred till after Lent; and
1 have fully explained to his Excellence,

' E3 Prince .
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Prince Pio, my motives for fuch delay. I
muft likewife beg, your concurrence and
fupport in this procraftination, to prevent any
unfavourable impreflions; and your beft en-
deavours, that all things may be fettled en-
tirely to the fatisfaction of my auguft Patron..

' Rome, 5th Nowv. 1729.

It may, perhaps, be neceffary here to give
fome account of our poet’s worthy prede-
ceflor, the Imperial Laureate, to whom the
faregoing letter was addrefled, and of wham
but little is known in England.

The learned poet, critic, and antiquary,
ArosToLo ZENO, born 1669, and defcend-
ed from an illuftrious Venetian family, which
had been long fettled in the ifland of Can-
dia, early applied himfelf to literature, and
the ftudy of Italian hiftory and antiquities,
In 1696, he inflituted at Venice, the acada-
my Degli Animofi, and was the editor of the
Giornale de’ Letterati d Italia, of which he
publifhed thirty volumes, between the year
1710 and 1719, His firft mufical drama, £’
Ingaunr'Felz?i,'was fet by Carlo Fran, Pola-
rolo, and performed at Venice, 1695, And
between that time and his quitting Vieana,
whither he was invited by the Emperor

- Charles
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Charles V1. in 1718, he produced forty-fix’
Operas, and feventeen Oratorios, befides
eighteen dramas, which he wrote jointly with
Pariati (2 ). His dramatic workswere colle&t-
ed and publithed at Venice, 1744, in ten
volumes otavo, by Count Gozzi. And in
1752, his letters were printed in three
volumes, by Forcellins, in which much
found learning and criticifm, are manifefted
on various fubjefts. But one of the moft
ufeful of his critical labours feems to have
been, his commentary on the Bré/l. dell’ Elo-
quenza Italiana di Fomtanini, which was
-publithed in 1753; with ‘a preface by his
friend Forcellini, chiefly di¢tated, however,
by Zeno himfelf, juft before his death, 1750,
in the 82d year of his age.
~ After he was engaged as Imperial Laureate,
he fet out from Venice for Vienna, in July
17183 but having been overturned in a
chaife, the fourth day of his journey, he
had the misfortune to break his leg, and
was confined at an inn in the little town of
Ponticaba, near Trevifa, till September.
He arrived at Vienna, the 14th of that

(.&) See Hift. ofMuf val. iv. p. ux. 231, 298. 533.
E 4. " month,
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"month, fa/vo, he fays, if not fano e gue-
rito (1), after twelve days of exceffive fuf-
fering on the road. |

Moft of the dramas, facred and fecular,
which he wrote for the Imperial court, were
fet by Caldara, a grave compofer and found
harmonift, to whofe ftyle Zeno feems to
have been partial. But this excellent anti-
quary and critic, feems never to have been
fatisfied with his own poetical abilities. Se
early as the year 1722, in writing to his
brother from Vienna, he fays: ¢ I find more
and more every day, that I grow old, not
only in body, but in mind: and that the
bufinefs of writing verfes, is no longer a fit
employment for me (m).” And, afterwards,
modeftly fenfible of the fterility of his pofs
feflions in Parnaffus, which though they fur-

- nithed #/eful produttions, were not of a foil

- {ufficiently rich to generate fuch gay, de-

licate, and beautiful flowers, as are requifite

to embellith the Lyric {cene, he exprefled a

with that he might be allowed a ‘partner in

his labours; and was fo juft and liberal as to
mention the young Metaftafio, as a poet
(/) Safe, if not found and cured,
(m) Lettera 133. tomo ii. p. 263.
o worthy
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worthy to be honoured with the notice of
his Imperial Patron (7).

If the mufical dramas of Apoftolo Zeno
are compared with thofe of his predeceffors
and cotemporaries, they will be found in-
finitely fuperior to them in condu&, re-
gularity, charafter, fentiment, and force.
But Metaftafio’s refined fentiments, felec-
tion of words, and varied and melifluous
meafures, foon obfcured the theatric glory
of Zeno ; who, after the arrival of his young
colleague, feems to have attempted nothing
but oratorios. In 1731, he returned to

(n) Saverio Mattei afcribes to the Princefs di Bel-
wonte, D. Anna Francefca Pinelli de Sangro, Metaftafio’s
invitation to Vienna, This princefs, who had been the
patronefs of the young poet at the time he was fent into
Calabria, by Gravma, to purfue his ftudies, preferved
his life, by attentions to his health, which was then fo
delicate, that he was thought in a confumption; and
afcribing the diforder to. his too frequently and violently
fatiguing his cheft, in the exercife of his talent as an Im-
provifatore, obliged him to difcontinue the praice. One
of his firft dramas, was written for the marriage of this
princefs at Naples. And her fifter, the countefs & Aithan,
in high favour at the court of the Emperor Charles VI,
at Vienna, at the inftigation of the princefs di Belmonte,
recommended him to that prince, as afucceffor to Apoftclo
Zeno, and honoured him with her fnendﬂnp to the, end
of her life,

oo ‘ Venice,
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SECTION I

METASTASIO arrived at Vienna, in July
1730. Of his reception there by Prince Pio,
and at court, by his Imperial Patron, we
have a curious account, in a letter written’
by himfelf, to a friend at Rome, the day
after he had been prefented.

"LETTER L

METASTASIO TO A FRIEND.

I RETURNED on Tuefday, by my Imperial
mafter’s commands to Laxemburg; I faw
him at table, I dined with Prince Pio, and
afterwards, at half an hour paft three in the
afternoon, I was admitted to an audience in
form. The mafter of the ceremonies, by
whom I was introduced, left me at the
door of the ftate room, in which his Majefty
was leaning againft a table, with his hat
on, and feemed to be very thoughtful and
ferious. ' I muft confefs to you, that though
I was prepared for this ceremony, I loft my -
courage, when I began to reflet, that I was.

- "
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in the prefence of the greateft perfonage
upon earth, to whom it was my bufinefs to
fpeak firft: a circumftance which did not
augment my fortitude. I made the three
obeifances which had been previoufly pre-
fcribed to me:- one in entering the room, one
in the middle, and the laft near his Majefty.
After this, I knelt on one knee; but my gra-
cious mafter immediately ordered ‘me to
ftand up, faying, r#fe, rife. Here I uttered
with a voice, 1 believe, not very firm, the
following fentiments: I know not whether
my joy or confufion is the greateft, in throw-
ing myfelf at the feet of your Imperial
Majefty. It is an honour for which I have
fighed from my earlieft youth; and at pre-
fent, I not only find myfelf in fight of the
greateft monarch in the world, but invefted
with the honourable title of one of his atual
fervants. Iam fenfible of the duties of my
office, and know my own infufficiency to
fulfill them to my wifh; but if, with the
lofs of my eyes I could become a Homer, I
fhould not hefitate to fubmit to immediate
blindnefs. T fhall indefatigably try every
means in my power to {upply natural de-
fects, by labour and ftudy. I know, that
however I may want abilities, your Majefty’s

clemency
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clemency will operate in favour of one who
fo ardently withes himfelf more worthy of
fuch patronage ; but I am not without hopes,
that there is a latent virtue in the title of
Poet to your Imperial Majefty, that will
have an influence upon my exertions.”

- In proportion as I advanced in my {peech,
I perceived the countenance of miy great pa-
tron brighten up ; and when I had done, he
faid : ¢ I was already well convinced of your
worth; but now I am ftill betFer informed
of your good difpofition, and I doubt not but
yout will acquit yourfelf in the office, to
which you are appointed, in fuch a manner
" as muft enfure my being pleafed with you.”
" Here he ftopt to hear whether I had any
other petition to make ; at which time, ac-
cording to the inftrutions I had received,
I entreated permiffion to kifs his hand ; he
held it out to me, {miling, and condefcend-
ingly prefled mine. Encouraged by this
demonftration of kindnefs, I then feized his
Majefty’s hand with both mine, and fqueez-
ing it, with tranfport, gave it {o hearty a
kifs, that my moft benign mafter muft eafily
difcover that it came from the heart. -

_Vienna, July 23, 1730.

His



( 63 )

Metaftafio’s firft letter to his friend the
Romanina, that has been preferved, was
written fome months after the above ; the
opening of the correfpondence feems to have
been loft or fuppreffed. This begins in 2
formal manner, but is full of pleafantry; on
the humours of the Carnival at Rome.

—

LETTER IL

“TO SIGNORA MARIANNA BENTI BULGARINI,
DETTA LA ROMANINA.
MADAM, ‘ ,
I ReceIVED this morning, not only the

Yetters of the prefent week, but of the laft,

which have relieved my mind from the ap-

prehenfions and fears with which I was af~

failed, that fome pious foul had been before-

hand with me at the poft-office, in order to

_ Tave me the trouble of reading them. I'am

much obliged to you for the ample accounts

you have given me of the operas and plays,

and rejoice that our Crullo (clown) has done

himfelf honour. I hope that the poft in
which his Holinefs has engaged him, will

not be unprofitable. Tell me what you think

of it, and give him my beft withes.

) This
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This is precifely the firft day of matks
with you, while I am freezing here. But I
entertain myfelf in imagining how you are
employed and diverted. Ah! this moment,
which, according to the Romans, will be the
21ft hour, the hurlyburly will begin in the
Corfo. See! the Canon Magifiris opens his
ftreet-door.. There goes the Abate Spinola,
and here Stanefio and Cavanna. See! too,
the muficians of the A/iberti theatre. Who
is that mafk that looks fo hard at our win-
dow. See! he is throwing about his fugar
plumbs, and cannot ftand fill. It is cer-
tainly the little Abate Bizzaccari. And he,

~with the long cane, who can he be, exa-
mining all the coaches, but the dainty Pjft
citell: 2 Ay, ay, ’tis certainly he. Look
yonder ! there’s Count Mazziwtti {peaking
Latin. There go the Courtiers too, affe&t-
edly drefled in coloured paper and cards.
But who, in the name of wonder, is that
ftrange woman? Almoft all the coaches
turn towards San Carlo. What have we
here? A fignal. Quick, quick ! here comes
Bargello and the Genoa refident. No mat-
ter ; only will there be room for usall? Can
you fee? Extremely well. ‘But you feem
crouded. [ beg your pardon; I am perfectly

N at_
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at my eafe. Look at ’em! Look at ’em!
What is their number?. Seven. Who goes
fitlk? Gabrielli on his forrel horfe ; but Co-
donna has got before higa. For God’s fake !
what have we here? A ftrange creature on
a Barbary horfe. He'll be kill’d, certainly,
poor D—I1! are they driving him away?.
No, no, it was a dog, I was miftaken.
Well, you may fay what you will, buta
firong imagination is a fine thing. And thus
I have feen the Corfo at ‘Rome, from the
- Jefuits’ Square in Vienna: and now, to have
done with the ridiculous and burlefque, I am
plagued, as ufual, by my cough, without
the leaft hope of being free from it, till we
have fine weather. I have finithed my Ora-
torio, which you will foon fee at Rome,
printed in fome way or other (o). I have
{poken to the Venetian Ambaffador about a
.certain Toilette, and he was much aftonithed
that it had not been received, as he had had
advice of its being delivered. We fhall fee
" what effeét this new requifition will have.
From the fnow and cold ap Rome you may

(o) This was SANT’ ELENA AL CALVARIO, the firft

facred drama which he produced after his afrival at Vienna.

It was fet by Caldara, and performed in the Imperial Cha-
pel in Paffion week, 3731,

VOL. I. _ F judge
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judge what we e fuffer here. Not a week
* paffes that we do not hear of fome poor
countryman or other being frozen to death.
In the city, we walk upon ice nine inches
thick, bliftered harder than ftone. And the
fnow which is continually falling, is fhivered
and powdered fo fine by the wind, that it
- flies like the duft in Auguft; and yet there
are ftupid people going about in Traineaux
all night. For my own fecurity in walking,
I have the foles of my fhoes covered with
felt, having already had a fall in the indif-
penfable paffage from my door to the coach 3
but in this clumfy falutation of my parent
earth, the machine received no great mif-
chief. In fhort, having been apprifed of
the lubricity of -the ftreets, I was prepared
for it. You afk my opinion of a Sonnet
. by Ignatius di Bonis, which I have never -
feen, and of which I am ignorant of the
fubje&, confequently, &c. Make my reve-
rences to the Genoa: refident, with thanks
for his remembrance by the fecretary of his
republic. Addio, happinefs attend you.

N. M.
Vienna, Jan. 27, 1731,

-LET-
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LETTER IL
' TO THE AROMANI NA.

MADAM, :

You continue to doubt of my repofe, and
you would not doubt without reafon, if your
agreeable letters had not calmed my mind
fo, much, that, at prefent; little of my agita«
tion remains ; but my obligations to you are
increafed, in proportion to the intereft which
I perceive you take in my happinefs. My
health, though not bad, is far from good;
nor can it be otherwife ; for though we are
now in the middle of May, it is colder than
it was two months ago. But mind! and
be well yourfelf. Monfignor Paffionei, the
Apoftolic Nunzio to this Court, arrived on
Tuefday evening, the gth inftant. He was
met two miles from the city gates, by his
eminence Cardinal Grimani.. He is much
refpefted here. Prince Eugene immediately
vifited him, and yefterday his Imperial Ma-
jefty gave him audience at Laxembourg.

The Abate Pierfanti, Auditor of the Nun- -
 ciate, a polite man, and of excellent morals,
whom I have met with much pleafure, came

F 2 with
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" with him; we were fellow ftudents and cro-
nies, and attached to literature, at the fame
time. '
I received, four days ago, by a courier
from Rome, called Dionifio, the executorial
letters againft Cardinal Cofcia, which you
fent. I am much obliged to you for them,
and beg of you to continue to avail yourfelf
of all fuch favourable opportunities, without
the fear of my having duplicates of what you
fend ; as couriers feldom come hither from
Rome. You will find, perhaps, by my let-
ter, which is now on the road, that we
think exaély alike, concerning the fate of
the unfortunate Romoni and Sardini, which
is a true applaufe to juftice, though I fhudder
for the tragedy.. You will find our thoughts
ever the fame, according to our old cuftom.
I am extremely glad, that the ‘poor Abate
Falconi is acquitted of the falfe accufations
laid to his charge; and fincerely hope that
the confequences of his innocence, will be as
favourable to his interefts as you have pre-
~ di&ted. Embrace and falute for me Bulgay
Leopold, and all friends, and do me the -
juftice to believe me, at all times, and on
all occafions, your fajthful N. _ '
: Vienna, May 12, 1731,
LET-
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LETTER IV,

TO THE SAME.

MADAM,

Yovu do me more honour than I deferve,

n thinking my letters artfully obfcure.

However, your fufpicions have fet me upon

confidering what could poffibly give rife to

them, or be conftrued into myftery, in what

- Thave faid of the feftival for which Iamcom-
mandedtoprepare a drama. Ihavefrequently

told you, that this time i$ appropriated to the

celebration of the birth-day of my Imperial

Miftrefs ; and even if I had never mentioned

it, there was no poffibility of preparing for
it “in fecret, as you know this is the firft

feftival in the year, or if you did not know

it, all Rome could inform you of the regu;

larity of this Court, {o that concealment

would be ufelefs and impoffible (p ). I did

(?) It feems as if the Romanina, withing to go to
“'Vienna as a finger at this feftival, had fufpefted Metaf-
tafio of not fpeaking openly on the fubject; and perhaps
he was fearfu] of the effect which her arrival might have
had upon his own reputation; as the Emperor Charles V1.
was a religious prince, who greatly difcouraged every ap~
pearance of indecorum. . ‘

F 3 not
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net therefore imagine, that the fubject of the
piece, without the whole of the compofition,
could afford you any amufement. The title
s Aneas in the Elyfian Fields, or The Temple
of Eternity. It was fet by Fouchs. The
principal aétion is, 'the accomplifhment of
the tender and pious with of the hero to fee
his father. The fpeeches of thofe perfon-
ages, whom Aineas met with in the Elyfian
Fields on this occafion, are applicable to the
praifes of Augufta, Cefar, and Germany.
The interlocutors are Zneas, Deiphobe, or
“the Cumean Sybil, Eternity, Virtue, Glory,
Time, and the Shkade of Anchifes. In the
chorufes are Linus and Orpbeus, with their
- followers. Such is the fummary of my
plan; of the execution, you will be informed
by others hereafter. Is it poflible, that you
thould injure me fo far, as to think it necef-
fary to-draw out a formal account of your
money tranfations? I believe you have
fpent more of your own, than of mine ; and
it aftonithes me, that you are not in want of
a fupply; but it is a fure fign that your head
is at home ; and you want to convince me,
I fuppofe, that your judgment is now goo‘d}~
enough to make amends for former defeéts.
I thall fay no more on this, except, that

when
[}
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when there is any fault to find, I fhall be at
your fervice, and you know I am not cere-
monious. 1 want to know whether the
room in thé Corfo is furnithed, and with
what materials, and of what colour. Iam
,forry for the failure of Clesmene, and hope
that Arzaferfe will be more profitable to our
dear Cavanna; but for the accomplithment
of this hope, I mutft rely on the partiality of
my great country. N. M. addio (7).

V;enna, June 23, 1731.

LETTER V,
-
: TO THE SAME,
N. M, , ,
TuE feal of a cover of a letter, which I
{ent you fome time ago, is that of the Chan-
cellor of the ftate, the fanétion of which
was not ufed b}} chance. I am unable to ’
define what you thought of it; but know
very well, that I have no reafon to repent

(¢) N. M. are initials of fome cabaliftical words in the
Poet’s correfpondence with his female friend: perhaps
Nofira Madona; but he fometimes calls himfelf, i/ vof~
tro N.

- F 4 the
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the having ufed it. I was in the utmoft
anxiety for the fate of Artaferfé, not hav-
ing found a fyllable about it, in your let-
ter by the laft poft. But to-day I hear of
its fuccefs, not only from yourfelf, but
Bulga, Leopold, and Peroni. And am ex-
tremely happy, well knowing the pleafure
it will afford you all, on my account. You
can anfwer for the patriotic gratitude which I
muft feel to a city like Rome, when it thus
deigns to intereft itfelf in my labours. May
my produétions, fome time or other, juftify,
in the opinion of the world, its partiality !

I am affured from all quarters of the zeal
and accuracy of the performers. I beg yoy
will thank them in my name, particularly
the incomparable Scalz, and Farfallino,
~ whom I falute and embrace (7). Poor
Vinci! Now that merit will be known,
which during his life, was blafted by his
enemies (s ).

(#) This muft have been the revival of the opera of
Artaferfe at Rome, where it was firft performed in 17 30,
as the date of the printed copy of the words, now.beforg
. me, teftifies; unlefs it was printed previous to its per=
formance.

(s) This original and admirable compofer, the cornpe-

titor of Porpora and Haffe, feems to have died during Lh,a
long run of Artafrrfe

4 ’ | What
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‘What a mHerable being is man! He thinkg
fame the only good that can render him
happy; but alas! He muft die ere he is al-
lowed to enjoy it; and if he does not die,
envy will make him wretched for attempt-
ing to acquire it *. But let us have done
with moralizing. I am doubly happy now,
in my own health, and in that which you
enjoy. Study to preferve it, as you valug
mine. ‘

I now difcover the worth of my dear
Marianne ; who in her letters, and her prudent
conduét, not only pleafes me at prefent, but
gives a different face to paft times. You
have furpafled all my expetations. It is
the fear of tripling the expence of poftage,
that prevents my writing to Leopold (z/,
and /my dear Bulgarini (z). Thank the
latter heartily, in my name, and take that
care of him which he merits. Tell Leopold
that I fhall always'love him, if he as in

* For fuch the frailty is of human kind,
Men toil for fame, which no man lives to find;
Long rip’ning under ground this China lies:
Fame leaves no fruit, fill the vain planter dies !
Earl of Mulgrave.

(t) Metaftafio’s brother. () The hufband of the Re-

manina,

fuch
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fuch a manner as to merit your efteem. To
the moft polite auditor, Merenda, prefent -
a thoufand compliments. I am not dif-
pleafed that he confides fome of his fecrets
- to you, but I fhould have wifhed him lefs
communicative to others. And now repeat-
ing the fame ardent withes which you have

made for me, I remain your N. Adieu.
Vienna, July 7, 1731.

The firft regular opera which Metaftafio
produced for the theatre of his Imperial:
patron, was ADRIANO IN SImia, fet by
Caldara.

Of its fuccefs, we have no account in his
letters; but by the general favour of this
drama in the reft of Europe, immediately
after its performance at Vienna, there can
be no doubt of the applaufe it received on
its firft appearance, Nov. 4; 1731. It was .
brought on the ftage at Naples 1732, and
performed at Venice 1733, to the mufic of
Jacomelli. Metaftafio’s friend, fignor Riva,
the minifter from the duke of Modena to
the Imperial .court, pointed out fome f{mall
mnaccuracies in this drama; but the auther
either corretted, or explained them off, in
anfwering his letter, Sept. 20, 1732.

Oof
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- Of the reception of DeMETRIO, his
fecond opera for Vienna, we have an am-
ple account written by the author himfelf,
in the following letter to his friend, the Ro-
. manina.

LETTER VL

N. M. I pIp not think I thould have fuch
good tidings to fend you to-day as I am now
able to-do; indeed I was entirely prepared for

. the contrary. Laft Sunday, my opera of De-
metrio was performed, for the firft time,
with fuch applaufe, that the oldeft people in
the country aflure me, they never remember
approbation fo univerfal. The audience
wept -at the parting {cene; to which my
moft auguft patron was not infenfible. And-
notwithftanding the great refpeét. for the
Sovereign, in.many of the recitatives, the
applaufe of the theatre was not reftrained
by his prefence. - Thofe who were before
my enemies, are now become my apoftles.
I am unable to exprefs to you my furprife at
this fuccefs, as it is a gentle and delicate
opera, without thofe bold ftrokes which pro-
dyce great effefts; nor did I believe it

' ~ adapted
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adapted to the national tafte. But I was
miftaken. Evcry thing demonftrated, that
it was well underftood by the audience, and
they repeat parts of it in converfation, as if
it were written in German. My mafter be-
gan to thew his fatisfaGion, from the end of
the firft act, and afterwards fpoke it openly
to all around him. The mufic is of the moft
modern kind that Caldara has compofed ; but
all the difcontented world is net to be fatif-
fied. The fcenes were beautiful. Minelli
has both ated and fung better than ufual,
. and pleafes almoft univerfally in the part of
* . Alcefle. Dominichino, acquitted himfelf in
the part of Cleonice, with general approba-
tion. Cafati has exalted the part of Olinzo,
~ as Borghi has that of Fenicio. - The Olzau-
ferin fung, as fhe full looks, beautifully.
Brown, the bafe, did not do half fo well in’
the public performange, as at the rehearfals,
in which, however, he did but little. And
. here is my whole hiftory, which I would not
have written to ‘any one but you, as others
would pronounce me to be a vain coxcomb.
) Vieana, Nov. 19, 1331,

'
R —

- “This opera was brought out at Rome, the
beginning of the next year, under the di.

. reétion
L N o
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re@ion of his female friend, to whom he.
fent inftruétions for the performance; in
which, though the was not allowed to fing
on the ftage, the affumed the poet’s part at
the rehearfal. :

In a letter to the Romanina on the fub-
jeét, he fays: ¢ You are now in the middle
of your theatrical diverfions, while I am at
the dry work of writing an Oratorio. Amufe
yourfelf for me, and be aflured that your
pleafure contributes greatly to mine: It was
my full intention to fend a theet of direétions
for the performance of Demetrio; but, mn

- examining the opera, I find fo little intricacy
in it, that it would be affronting both you
and myfelf, if I attempted to inftruét you.”’

~—He howevergives in this letter twopages
of directions for the reprefentation of the
opera of Demetrio, which would be very
ufeful to the compofer, performers, and di-
re€tor, in bringing that drama on the ftage.

When he has finithed his iaftrutions, he
fays: ¢ Thefe were the arrangements, and
I have feen the inhabitants of thefe northern
regions weep. Do you .produce the fame
cffelts. k

¢ His Eminence thearchbithop of Colonitz,
in order to afcertain my exiftence, will fee

: me
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e himfelf, and I fhall not be able to fend to
him till next week. There is nothing new
or. unexpected in the illnefs of the Emprefs’s
mother, fo that Ifipie will be performed.
There is a precious part in it of “a pirate,
which runs through the whole opera; it will
be admirably performed by our dear Be-
renftadt, who together with our friend
Rondinella, (plump friend) 1 embrace moft
cordially. Say the fame to. Bulga, to
Leopold, and to yourfelf.- By recommend-
ing to you the care of your health, I mean
to recommend to you, your V. N. Adieu.”

Vienna, Jan. x2, 1731.

"LETTER VIL

TO THE ROMANINA.

MADAM,

N. M. You reproach me, I know not
with what conicience, for the very fame
brevity which you yourfelf practice in your
letters. We are either both to blame, or
neither. But enough of this; for I dare not
pretend that a month will pafs in which I
thall be exempt from reproof; I look on it
as a neceflary evil, like the return of a fever

‘ 3 to
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to thofe who have a quartan ague. Iam
extremely concerned for the ill fate of
Didone, as much on account of fignor Ca-
vanna, as on my own. Thefe are the
‘abomidable -viciffitudes incident to theatres,
a trifle can fave, and a trifle can ruin
them (x). I hope Demetrio will be more
fortunate.” But to confefs the truth, it runs
a great rifk of -a fimilsr fate, as it depends
more on good performance, than'decorations
or ftage effet: and the prejudice of Rome
againft our fingers, is not a favourable cir-
cumftance. - However, the fame fudden
turns which render. theatrical fuccefs infe-
cure, are equal reafons for our not giving

" way to defpair.
Vienna, Jan. 19, 1732.

\

His opera of Ifipile, was firft performed
in January 17323 and during its run, he

(») This opera, after" its fuccesful firft reprefentation
at Naples, in 1724, was performed at Venice, 1725, to
the mufic of Tommafo Albinoni. In 1926, at Crema, to
the fame mufic, and at Rome to the original mufic of

Sarrd. It was likewife performed to this mufic at Turin, -

1727, and at Venice, 1730. It is not recorded who was
‘the unfortunate compofer of the mufic, which was fo ill
received at Rome, in 1732, at the time of which Metaftafio
" fpeaks in this letter. -
. fent
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fent a copy of it to his friend, the R?)m:i-ﬁ
nina for the Roman theatre, with an account
of the fcenes, and inftruions for the {cene-
1y (y). Hec fays, this opera was rehearfed
in a great hurry. And adds, “1I have be-
gun the Oratorio; I corret the prefs; affitt
in bringing out a play at court; curfe the
cold ; and ﬁgh every quarter of an hour; I
am howe.ver very well.”

In"a fubfequent letter, we have a further
account of the fuccefs of Ifipile, and of the
theatrical tranfactions at the Imperial court
during this time.

LETTER VIL
TO THE ROMANINA.
On Ttefday evening, my opera of IssIPILE
was performed at court, for the laft time, to
fuch a croud, as had not been feen there on

(y) Itis probable, that Iffipile was performedat Rome
this year, to the original mufic, to which it had been fet
for Viennd, by Francefco Conti; but it was new fet the
fame year, for Venice, by Giovanni Porta.

any
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any former occafion. . My moft clement
patrons were unwilling to difpleafe a-troop
of gentlemen, who- aré aéting, very imper-
fe@ly, the difconfolate Cicifbéo of Fagioli; a
comedypetformed at Naples, and which we
faw rehearfed at the houfe of the Abate Bel- .
vedere. By having one performance lefs of
this piece, there might have been another of

,M{pile, as all the court, city, and they them-

felves, withed ; but flaves to their grandeur,

_‘they thought-that this would have beei cori« -
ftrued into a clear difapprobation of the difet-

-tanti ‘comedians ; and therefore have obliged

 :themfelves to hear it performed three times,

like the opera, and another comedy in profe,

-afted by muficians. Retaining the diftinc-
‘tion, of four reprefentations, to that picece
alone, which was performed by the Arch-
ducheffes. When the laft reprefentation of
‘M’pi/e was over, the Emperor, in defcend-
"ing from his box, came up to me, and, in
“the prefence of the whole courf, had the
benevolence to exprefs the pleafure he had
received from my labours, and to tell me
that The Opera was very fne; that it had
Jucceeded wwonderfully, aid that be. was per-
Jectly fatisfed with me. A diftinétion the

VOL. L G more
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x;\orc honourable, as it is difficult to obtaig,
any notice from our patron, who is fo re-
ferved in public, that when he deigns to
Reftow it, we are fure that it is not by ac-
cident, but defign. I tell you all this, be-
caufe in fpite of your affe@ed indifference
for my perfon, I hope, nay believe, that
you intereft yourfelf extremely in all that
concerns me.

There is an Abbey vacant in Sicily, called
St. Lucia, by the death of a certain Abate
Barbara: but my misfortune is, that I know
not in what diocefe it is fituated, or whether
it is requifite that the candidate ihould be
a regular ecclefiaftic.

Vienna, Feb. 23, 1732

Part of this letter is loft; but it appears
from other letters, that though he withed
for fecular preferment in the church he had
BO intention to be an ecclefiaftic i _facris.

LET-
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* ' LETTER IX
'ro‘ .THE ROMANINA.

T am arrived at the middle of the third
¢t of my opera (2, fo that next Sunday I
hope to be able to tell you that it is ﬁmfhed
But when fhall I come to the end of the next,
‘which'is likewife in meditation? It muft,
however, be readv by the end of Auuuﬁ
Do you but with me health and patxence,
and every thing will go well. ‘With all my
intenfe application, and the unfavourable
feafon, I am almoft exhaufted. 1 fay almoﬁ
becaufe my head, from time to time, is
unequal to its labour; probably from the
pores’ being too much clofed by the long
continuance of the damp, and the chillnefs of .
the air in this place; {o that in proportion
as I fuffered from thé heat in Italy, I am

(%) He means the firft opera for the next Carnival;
© Metaftifio, befides occafional operas, cantatas, &c. ufually
furnifhed one drama for the Carnival, one for the Emperor’s
birth-day, and a third, or fome, other poem for mulfic, for
the Emprefs’s birth-day. In the Carnival of 1731, after
three performances of Adrians, ]an 4, 6, and 8th, his fe=
¢ond opéera of Demetr.o was brought on the ftage, the 10th
of the Jame month. .
' 6 2 tormented
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tormented by the cold in Germany. So
much does the variation of climate change
our nature. But I have not felt it in this
particular only; my abilities to combat its
effefts, continually, are not natural. I know
that the fluggithnefs of the air is communi-
cated to the fpirits, and diminithes their
promptitude dt exertion.

I inclofe you a moral fonnet, which T
compofed in the midft of a pathetic fcene
that I was writing, and with which I was
much affeted; {o that the laughing at myfelf,
on finding my eyes ftreaming with tears for
~‘a diftrefs of my own making, produced i
" 'my mind the thoughts which you will read
'in my fonnet, and which, if it appear$ to«
lerable, let others read alfo. ’

SONETTO.

Sogniy e favole io fingey eppure in cartey
Mentre favole, e fogni arno, e difegno,
In lor (folle che fon!) prendo tal parte,
Che del maly che inventaiy piango, e mi Jdegnes

Ma forfe allor che non m’inganna larte
Piu faggio fono, e I'agitato ingegno
Fors’ & allor pin franquillo ® O Sorfe parte
Da pite falda cagion Iamor, lo_fdegno 2

Ah che non fol quelle, chio canto, o ferive
Favole fon; ma quanto temoy o Jpera
Tuts’é menfognay ¢ delirando io vivo »

Sogne
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Bogno della mia vita ¢ il corfo intero,
Deh tu, Signor, quando a deflarmi arrivo,
Fa, ch’io trovi repofo in fen del vero (a)e

SONNET.

The dreams and fables which I often feign,
Fool that I am! a real grief impart;

And evils, I myfelf have forg’d, give pain
Which gen’rates tears and penetrates my heart,

~ Perhaps the illufion is not all a dream,
Perhaps while agitated thus, we find
Ourfelves more wife, and truth and reafon beam
Unufual radiance on the ardent mind. '

Oh ! that nat only what I fing and write
Were fabulous, but ev’ry hope and fear

* Which qccupies my mind from marn to night,
Like phantoms of the brain, would difappear !

~ This life is nothjng but a dream throughout,
Oh grant, great God ! whene’er it is refign’d,
That I fnay wake exempt from fear and doubt,
And in the arms of Truth, repofe may find. -

(c) The eleventh yerfe, the author fys, may run
¢hus, | '

Seguends I’ embre, in cui ravvolto io vive.

)

It was.in writing the ninth fcene of the fecond a& of
the Olimpiade, that Metaftafio found himfelf in €ears, an
&ffet which afterwards proved very contagious.

EEE 3  After.
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After 1 had written this fonnet, there
came into my head, as ufual, a fcruple;
which is, that the 11th verfe and the roth
explain a propofition which may perhaps be
thought too general, when I fay Ma quanta
temo, o fpero tutto é menzogna: ¢ But what-
ever 1 fear or hope is falfe.”* I would not
have any dry and fevere critic fiy to me,
¢ What! don’t you fear hell? don’t you,
hope in God?” For, according to this, the
hope in God and fear of hell are falfe. It
is true, that in anfwer I might fay, moft fa-
_ gacious Sir!" I have known from my infancy,
as well as you, that Gad and hell are ipdif-
putable truths ; and if this was pot my be-
lief, I thould not have recommended myfelf
to God, at the clofe, in the manner I have
done. The hopes and fears of which I {peak
~in the fonnet, are thofe that proceed from

mere terreftial objects. You fee that the

defence is fufficiently folid, and the counter-

poifon is found in the fonnet itfelf. Readit,

and give me your opinion fincerely, without
concealing from me that of Monfignor ‘Ni-

_colini, which will have great weight with
‘me. I falute the whole houfe, and to your-
{eif T heartily recommend your V. N. V. N,
,N. .l\rI. 'add_iol. N o 'Vicnna, Juhc 6, 1732
¥ r LE T-
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LETTER X
« TO THE SAME.

" 1 BEGIN my letter with a dreadful piece
of news, juft arrived from'Prague by the
poft, which has extremely afflicted me, as
well as a]l Vienna. The following is the
copy of a letter which I have juft received.

Prague, 11th June.

“ THe Emperor being upon a fhooting-

#¢ party, in the wood of Branchais, and
% having fired at a ftag, the ball, after pafi-
# ing through the animal, wounded his °
* Highnefs, the Prince of Schwaifemberg,
¢ Mafter of the horfe, in the left fide, in
“ {o fatal a manner as was immediately
% pronounced to be mortal ; and this morn-
% ing, between three and four, o’clock, -he
¢ died. This dreadful calamity has thrown
¢ the Emperor into the deepeft affiiction.
#¢ It was with the utmoft difficulty that he
¢ was prevented from going to fee the dying
% Prinee, in order to atk his pardon; but
“ he was at laft prevailed on to fend Count
. ¢ St, Julian to perform this melanchaly
- 4 office.”?
. § 4 -, T]\ﬁs
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This news has thrown the whole city
into the greateft confternation, many for the
love they bore the Prince, and all for the
fuffering of our moft auguft Mafter, whofe
bumanity and tendernefs are known to.be
fuch, as muft have difordered his whole
frame, as well as wounded his mind; yet jt -
was impoffible to prevail on him to be
blooded, which was thought by the faculty
to be abfolutely neceffary to his fafety. And
the worft of all is, that the Emprefs, whofe
circumf{peét and prudent advice would have
had moft weight, in prevailing on his Ma-
jefty to fubmit to his phyficians, was unfory
tunately not in Prague, ‘having begun the
ufe of the waters at Carlefbad. 1n confe-
quence of this accident, the feftival of Au-
guft will not he celebrated in the city of
€Cromau, as 1 wrote you word; for being a
‘place that belonged to the deceafed Prince,
it would be very ill calculated for joy ard
feftivity. I fhall wait for new orders; but

" the general ‘opinion is, that the Emperor
" will foon return to Vienna. . |
- I have nothing to fay at prefent to Sig.
Ant. Tommafo Lazzaretti. The mform-
ation which you have procured, concerning
the vacancy in Sicily, arrives too late; we
- 4 . muft
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muft now look forward to other things,
Your attention, however, convinces me of
- your kind concern and-zeal for my fervice;
which I fhall always try to preferve, and of
which I am both pleafed and proud.

You cannot imagine how much I am “af-
fli¢ted with the difgrace of the theatre delle
Dame. The worft part of the ftory is, that
in whatever way the poor Cavanna may try
to recover the public favour, his lofs muftbe
‘ very great. My brother has written me the
news of the town. His information is now
‘a little ftale, but I am, neverthelefs, obliged
to him. I embrace, thank, and beg of him
the contihugnce of his intelligence. ‘

How can I fyfficiently thank you for the
affetionate anxiety you exprefs about’ my
health ; it is already mended by your letter ;
think then what it would be by yourfelf,
Many compliments to Bulga, “and other
friends ; and accept yourfelf of a thoufand
proteftations of the immutability of your N.

. Adleu, N. M, ;

- .Vie_.nna, June 14, 1735,,

LET-
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LETTER XI,

TO THE SAME.

‘W as there ever fuch a diflocation of the
things of this world, both fmall and great!
Can a more unhappy accident be imagined,
than that which I related in my laft letter?
And of another kind, can greater defolation
‘be reprefented to the mind, than that which
'you have fo well defcribed in your letter
which I received this morning ? It is terri-
ble, that a great city fhould be obliged to
fuffer for the caprice of an individual, and
that,." for fuch frivalous motives, he fhould
have no repugnance ta injuring numbers,
and difpleafing all. )

I pity thofe who feel the lofs; and even
“without this- motive, it is impoffible to be
indifferent, |
. 'The Emperor, after the unhappy accident,
returned to Prague, where, accofding to all
accounts, he fhut himfelf up in his room,
without fceing a human creature, during a
whole day and night. Prince E_ugehe was
the firft, who, with refpeétful 'vi_olcncc,
forced himfelf into his prcﬁ:ncc, and inter-

' | rupted
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- pupted the folitude and profound affli¢tion in

~

which he was immerfed. It is unjverfally
believed, to have been wholly from the care
and importunity of the Prince, that he al.
lgwed himfelf, at length, to be blooded, and
gonveyed to Carlefhad, where he ftill re-
mains, and will try the effe@ of the waters.

The' youngeft Archduchefs, Mariange,
has been fix 'days ill with the frr{all-pox ;
news that will increafe the agitation of our
royal Mafter, at being fo far from her.
There are, however, no dangerous {ymp-
tons, and the phyficians prognofticate a .
a happy recovery. In the mean time, the
éldeft Archduchefs, Terefa, is feparated from
her fifter, to efcape infeftion. The Emprefs

dowager, Amelia, widow of Jofeph, has
quitted the convent, where the lived retired,

in order to refide with the Archduchefs Te-

refa, in the Imperial palace, Favorita, till the
fifters can fafely be again united.

I am well in health, but ill in fpirits. All
thefe events make me miferable; and the

-public’ melancholy infenfibly communicates
Jt{elf, even to the indifferent. At prefent,

the return of their Imperial Majefties is not
known. The accident which happened,
and the illnefs of the Archduchefs, it is be-

- - lieved,
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Heved, will haften them ; but all is conjecture,
In the mean time, I have nothing to.cheer
me, but your good health ; preferve it care-
fully, and believe me your N. ‘

‘ Addio, N. M.

Vienna, June 21, 1732

LETTER XIL

TO THE SAME.

. FrLAINLY perceive, that I am an animal
of a diftin&t genus from the common race
of men. Nobody has the Influenza more
than once; but I am hanoured with it
twice. Though I fuffered, and recovered,
- like other people, laft week ; yet, this week,
“comes the fecond volume, with a cough,
head-ach, and other complaints: howeven,
I am again perfeétly well. I hear that yoy -
arfe atticked by this diforder in the fgme
mannes; I am forry it has reached you; I
dope it will not be very obftinate; indeed if
s quality is not. more malignant at Rome,
than iz Germany, you have no. ogcafion ta
be greatly alarmed. . .. - S
S L R R I;am
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~ fam ’glad that my Aflod’ Amore* cuts-d
figure'in Italy, even with a compofition of
Cardinal'Polignac, ‘though with fome dif-
advantage. I perfeCtly agree with'the pubs
lic, in their apptobation of the latter ; and it
fippears to me, that in this produétion of the
Catdinal, the human heart is laid open with
great fagacity, and the morality inter{perfed,
does not favour of pedantry; a common de-
fe@ with all thofe who with to inftru&; but
difdain to pleafes. It is very true, that this
{pecies of poetry is much lefs difficult than
the other, I mean than that in which any
one is highly praifed. Praife offends the
felf-love of thofe who hear it, and our ma-
- lignant nature makes us imagine, that what
is given to others, is taken from ourfelves.
So that panegyrics feldom pleafe, though
good ; whereas fatire is welcome, however
coarfe and unjuft. This may account for
the difficulty of gilding the pill of praife, in
{uch a manner, as te make us forget our-
felves. But I fhall not mount the pulpit, or
affume the part of a Seneca ; and yet I know

* This was a little Feftal Drama of ‘one a&, written

" for the Emprefs’s birth-day, and performed to the mufic of
Caldara, in the Impcrial Palace at Lintz, in Upper Auftria,
Auguft 1732, '

not
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not how it is, but whenever I write to yoi;
I feel a difpofition to philofophife;, and what, -

is more extraordinary, without the fear of
tiring you. Vienina, Dec. 6, 1732

‘The following Letter, to the fame cotref:
pondent, feems of the firft clafs in the col
le¢tion.

LETTER XIIL

WiLL you fuggeft to me a fubje& for an
“bpera, or no? I am plunged into an abyfs
of doubt. Nay, don’t laugh, and tell me I
am mad. The fubjet of an opera is of the
greateft confequence. Luckily, it is my
good fortune to be abfolutely obliged tq de-
cide immediately ; otherwife, I fhould re-
main undetermined till the day of judgment,
and even then, Da Capo. Read the 3d
i {fcene, aét iii. of my Adriano. Obferve the

chara&er which the Emperor gives of hims=
felf, and you will there fee' that of your
friend. He knew his infirmity, and fo
do I mine, but without correfing it *.
Ab! tu non fai
Qual guerra di penfieri

* Though the Poet does not in his letter quote him/elf;
yet in order to fave the reader the trouble of turning to the
reflexion to which he alludes, we infert it, with a tranfla-

tion, _
- Agita
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Agita I’alma mia. Roma, il Senats,
Emirena, Sabina, '
JLa mia gloria, il mio amor, tutto ho prefente :
Tutto accordar vorrei: trovo per tutto
Sualche feoglio a temer. Scelgo, mi pento;
Poi d’cffermi pentite
M; yitorne a pentire  Mi flanco intanto
Nel Inngo dubitar, tal che dal male
11 ben pit non diftinguo.  Alfin mi veggie
Stretto dal tempo, e mi rifolvo al peggios

Ah! thou knoweft not
What warring fentiments diftract my foul.
" Rome, the Senate, Emirena, Sabina,
My fame, my love, all are prefent; and I
Would fain accord them all. Yet find, where’er
I turn my eyes, fome rock to fear. I chufe,
Repent, and then, afterwards, repenting of repentance,
" Return again to the firft thought, and thus
Give birth to new contrition ; till at length,
Quite wearied and perplex’d with endlefs doubt,
{ can no longer diftinguith ’twixt right
And wrong. And laftly, having no more leifure
For felf-debate, I choofe the worft,

‘This obftinate vice of indecifion torments

me, without affording the fmalleft pleafure

an return ; I feel it without the leaft power

of refiftance ; it is the tyranny of body over

mind; and I am convinced, that thefe ex-

 cefles of doubt and irrefolution, the great ene-
mies of aétion, are occafioned by the me-

chani{m of our foul’s habitation, which makes

- us
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is fee things through a falie medium : 4s the
tays of the fun are diverged, difcoloured;
and rendered yellow, green, or red, accord-
ing to the body or medium through which
they thine. Hence it is, that man feems not
to at by reafon, but mechanical impulfe ;
adapting réafon to his feelings; and not his
feelings to reafon. If this were not the. cafe,
all thofe who think well, would at well ;
but we fee the contrary. Who ever ex-
amined nature and virtue better than Arif=
totle? And who has evet been more un-
grateful to both? Who has ever taught us
better than Seneca, to defpife death, and who

ever feared it more than himfelf! Who
* has ever uttered finer maxims of ccconomy
than our Pau/ Doria, and who ever {quan-
dered his patrimony more miferably? In
thort, the dotrine is true, and radically
found ; but we do not examine it in all its
ramificatiohs, becaufe that would carry ts
too far.

You are iot tired when I play the philo-
fopher with you. Indeed I do it with no
one elfe ; and I have not forgotten the vari<
" ous converfations of this kind, which we ens
joyed when we happily paffed many hours.of
each day together. But how materials for

fuch
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fuch difcuffions are increafed fince, by ex-
perience! We may fpeak further on thefe
matters fometigne or other, if the freaks of
fortune do not entangle the thread of my -
honourable and fatiguing web. The

reft of this letter bas been fuppre/fed.
Vienna, July 4, 1733.

-

ILETTER XIV.

TO THE SAME.

‘May years unnumbered be added to the
life of my moft auguft Patron! who vefter-
day publifhed in my favour, a truly Cefarean
decree, in the fupreme council of Spain, by
which I am invefted with the office of Trea-
Jurer to the province of Cofenza in the
kingdom of Naples: a poft for life, of ho-
nour, authority, and if I were to perform
the bufinefs myfelf in perfon, of confiderable
profit ; but even after paying a deputy, the
clear falary will amount to 1500 florins a
year. You fee that the appointment is not
inconfiderable in point of pecuniary advan-
tage; butbe affured, that the honour done
me by the folicitude, affettion, and con-

VOL. I H defcenfion
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défcenfion, with which the Emperor ha¢
deigned to confer this benefit upon me, in
- finitely furpafles all lucrative confiderations.
It was publicly declared, at the Imperial
table, to one of the members of the council,
as a reward for my paft and prefent labours ;
and his Imperial Majefty was pleafed to add,
that he had, unfolicited, mentioned this ap-
pointment in council, as my juft due. This
public paritiality of His Majefty in my favour,.
has made fuch an impreffion, that yefter-
day, contrary to cuftom, when the decree
was_mentioned,. there was no one of the
counfellors who ventured to utter a fyllable
againit it ; but part of them faid coldly, that
the order thould be executed, while the reft
applauded the juftice and propriety of the
appointment. The beft part of the ftory is,
that this favour has been granted without
the leaft recommendation of any kind; fo
that I owe it entirely to the beneficent
heart of C£far, to whom may God granta
long, fortunate, and glorious life! I fhall
probably be put to fome difficulty in paying
the fees of office, which I believe-will be

confiderable’; but I fhall be foon reim=
burfed,

_Yeﬁer&éx,
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Yefterday, after dinner, to moderate my
Joy for this my good fortine, I met with an
accident which might have been ferious,
but was of no great confequence. In.mount-
ing the ftair-cafe of the theatre, at the
palace called the Favourita, in order to re-
. connoitre the ftage, one of the fteps gave
way under me¢, and I went head foremoft to
the next ftairs, as if fhot out of a ¢annon.
However, except two {light contufions, I
efcaped very well. This I may regard as a
fecond piece of good fortune, equal to the
firft. Iam now going to demand an audience,
in order to thank my Imperial Patron.

* By the next poft, you fhall be informed of
all that he fays to me. Addio N, M.

' - . Vienna, July 28, 1733

"This was the laft letter to the Romanina,
that has been preferved. That zealous °
friend of his head, as well as heart, dying
about the middle of February 1734, ma-
nifefted the fincerity of her attachment to
the poet, by bequeathing to him all her
poffeflions, after the deceafe of her hufband,
to the amount of twenty-five thoufand
¢rowns. But Metaftafio, always confiftent,
with his ufual reitude and propriety, to-

H2 tally
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totally declined accepting of her intended
kindnefs, and transferred the whole bequeft
to her hufband, whefe real property, accord- ',
ing to our Englith ideas of jurifprudence, it
feems legally to have been. The teftamen~
tary laws of Italy, may be different from
thofe of our country. Some Italian writers
fay, that the Romanina left Metaftafio erede
ds tutte il fuo pATRIMONIO. . < Heir ta all
‘her patrimony.” If by patrimony was
meant an eftate poflefled by inheritange, and
independantly fettled upon her at the time
of her marriage, her teftamentary difpofi-
tions ar¢ reconcileable to Englith ideas of
law in fuch cafes; though prefering the
friend to the hufband, deviates fomewhat
from' the general cuftom of our country.
That the bequeft was legal, has never been
doubted by Metaftafio’s biographers, who alk
fpeak of his repunciation in the higheft terms
of panegyric, as uncommonly difinterefted,
generous, and heroic. And the poet him-
felf, as well as all Italy, regarded it as a
noble facrifice. '

‘Whether Metaftafio’s conneétion with the
Romanina, was purely platonic, or of a lefs
feraphic kind, I thall not pretend to deter-
mine. But the hufband refidipg in the fame

' C - houfe
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houfe with therh, both at Naples and Rome;
and the friendly mantier in which the Poet
always mentioned him in his letters to the
wife, with the open manner in which he
exprefled his affliCtion in writing to him
after her death, would, in England, be
thought indications favourable to conjugal
ﬁdchty But a chafte adtrefs and opera
finger, is a ftill more uncommon pheno-
menon in Italy, than in Great Britain.

Yet though it is not thought abfolutely
neceflary for the female fingers of Italy to
- be,veftals, while fingle, or Lucretia’s when
married, they find it convenient to have a no-
minal hufband, who will fight their battles,
contend with the firft man, and Isprefario
of anopera; and, occafionally, ftand-in the
gap, as circumftances may require.

. But whether the Poet’s friendthip for
Bulgarini; the hufband, was pure and undif-
fembled or not, his affliCtion for the death of
his wife, feems to have been unfeignedly

“deep and fincere. The following pathetic
letter, written immediately after he had re-
ceived the news of her degeafe, and of her
teftament in his favour, feems a faithful de-
lineation of the ftate of his mind at this
time, and to correfpond with that goodnefs

H 3 of
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of heart, as well as thofc tender feelings
and lofty ideas of retitude, which appear in
all his other writings, and which have eno-.
bled the general tenor of his life,

LETTER XV.
TO SIGNOR DOMENICO BULGARINI,

OrpresseD by the affliéting news of the
death of our poor Marianna, I know not how
to begin this letter. The tidings are into- -
lerable to me on fo many accounts, that I
can devife no means to diminifh the accute-
nefs of my fufferings; and therefore, I truft
you will not accufe me of want of feeling,
if I am unable to fuggeft to you any confo-
lation for your lofs, as I have hitherto been
utterly unequal to finding any for myfelf,

The laft difpofition of the poor deceafed in
my favour, aggravates the caufe of myforrow,
and obliges me to give a public and incon-
teftable proof of the difintereftednefs of that
friendfhip,whichIprofefled tb herwhileliving,
and which I thall preferve for her honoured
memory, to the laft mement of my exift-
ence. Knowing therefore, how much af-
feftion, kindnefs, and zgal,. for the welfare

- 4 of
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‘of the poor Marianna, you have always ma-
nifefted, 1 fhall beft fhew my gratitude to
her, by entirely renouncing, in your favour,
all claim to her effeéts; not through pride,
God preferve me from fuch ingratitude ! but
becaufe it appears to be my duty, as an honeft
man and a Chriftian. The advantage which
1 thall ftill derive from this inheritance, even
after renouncing it, will not be inconfidera-
ble: as the knowing what was intended for
me by the generous teftatrix, will be a lafting
proof of her friendfhip ; and the reljnquith-
ing it in your favour, will be a proof of my
difintereftednefs with refpet to her, and of
my equity towards yourfelf. I am at pre- .
fent, thank God, in no need of fuch affift-
ance, as I am rewarded beyond my merit;
fo that I fhal]l not fuffer by the facrifice I
make to you, Though I entangle you with
mno conditions in the renunciation which I
inclofe, yet I have fome requefts to make,
and counfels to fuggeft to you.

My firft requeft is, that the relinquith-
ing this claim, may in no wife diffolve
our friendfhip; but that, according to
the wifh of the poor Marianna, our cor-
_refpondence may continue as entire as if

fbe were- ftjll living; ‘fubi}'ﬁgﬁng you at
H 4 ' all



( 104 )

all times, and in all places, for hcr repre-
fentative.

My fecond requeft is,, that yéu will un-
dertake the trouble of receiving the falaries
of my three offices in Rome, and the tranf-
a@ing of my Neapolitan concerns, exatly
in the {ame manner as was done by our in-
comparable Marianne; for which purpofe,
I fend you proper powers,, I write likewife
to Signor Tenerelli, at Naples, who will
treat you in the fame manner, as Signora
Marianne herfelf;. remitting to you, from
time to time, whatever fums may be due to
me from that -quarter, continuing to my
poor family, the ufual affignments and pro-.
- vifion, if you fhall chufe it, Jomtly with my
brother.

The advice which feems neceffary for me
to give you, is, that you would affift the
poor family of Signor Francefco Lombardi,
by every means in your power; and try by
alls of charity to'do every thing for them,
which, in a fimilar fituation, you would ex-
pect from them to you. I have fpecified in my
renunciation, fome particulars in which you
fhould affift them ; but befides my unwilling-
nefs to involve you in trouble and difficulty,
I am fo certaig of the goodnefs of your heart,

. that
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that I have left all the merit of your bene-
volence towards them, to the liberality of
your own determination.

In all things elfe, you are at full liberty
to act as occafion, and your own prudcnce,
fhall fuggeft.

At prefent, my mind is in too great per—
turbation for me to attempt giving you a
plan for the regulation of your conduét. I
thall only fay, that it appears to me, as if
you fhould difpofe of all the effeéts you can
{pare, in order to raife a capital, ‘aild that
you fhould live in a fmaller houfé. B

I can think of no other teftimony to offer
you, at prefent, of my friendfhip and con-
fidence. Be .equally open in your corre-
{pondence, and confider my interefts as your
own, and me as your brother. I am unable
now to write a longer letter; when my
mind is more tranqull I fhall communi-
cate-to you fuch thoughts as may occur.

In the mean time, love me, and endeavour’
to be comforted yourfelf. " Be affured, if it
were in my power, thatI would try to con-
tribute that to your confolation, which Iam-

unable to receive myfelf.
' Vienna, March 13, 1734,

| The
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The following letter to his brother, in apo-
logy for his renunciation of the Romanina’s
intended kindnefs, will ferve as an illuftra.
tian of the principle upon which it was made,
as well as of his own reftitude of charaéter, '

W

LETTER XVI

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLD TRAPASSI,

IN my prefent agitation for the unexpected
death of the poor generous Marianne, my
utmoft efforts will enable me to write but
little. I can only tell you, that beth my
honour and confcience have obliged me to
‘relinquifh,- in favour of her hufband, Dome-
nico, that bequeft which the intended for
me. I owe to the world an indifputable
proof, that my friendthip for her, was nei-
ther built upon avarice, nor felf-intereft.
I ought not to abufe the partiality of my poor
deceafed friend, at the expence of her huf-
band; and God, I truft, will permit me to
profper, by fome other means for my in-
-tegrity. For myfelf, 1 am in want of 'no
more than my prefent income; for my fa-
mily, I bave {ufficient at Rome for their

' comfortable
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comfortable fupport. Indeed if it fhall pleafe
God to continue to me my prefent Neapoli-
tan refources, I fhall be able to give furthee
proofs of my affetion for my relations, and
for yourfelf in particular. Communicatg
thefe refolutions to our father, to whom I
am unable to write at prefent. Affure him
of my fixt determination to affift him always,
as I have hitherto done; or rather, to in-
creafe that afliftance, if things are profperous
at Naples. In thort, I beg you will ufe your
utmoft endeavours to makc him enter into
my reafons, that I may not be afflicted with
his difapprobation of my hone¢ft and chriftian
proccdurc,

In the mean time, I beg you will umtc
interefts with Sig. Domenico, from whom I
hope yon will experience that friendfhip,
‘which may be expeted in return for tke
confidence and confideration with which [
have treated him. 1 have tranfmitted to
him proper powers far trapfating my mo-
ney concerns, fo that all things will go on
as ufual, But the poor Marianne will never
return! and I believe that the reft of my
life will be infipid and forrowful. Condemn
not, I entreat you, my refolution, and be-

lieve me ever yours. Vienna, March 13, 1734.
' Hg

’
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He exprefled his fenfibility for the lofs of
the Romanina, in the fame affetionate
manner, to another correfpondent. ° )

LETTER XVIL

TO A FRIEND} AT ROME.

Was it neceffary for fuch a calamity to
bappen, in order to procure me the long
- wifhed for pleafure of hearing from you?
At leaft, fince the price is fo great, I beg it
may be continued, to mitigate, by the re-
novation of our intercourfe, the remem-
brance -of my misfortune; a remembrance
which feems to have placed me in the world
as in a populous defert, and in that kind of
defolation in which a‘man, if he were tranf-
ported in his fleep to China or Tartary,
would find himfelf in waking, among peo-
ple of whofe language, inclinations, and
manners, he was quite ignorant. In the
midft of thcfc imaginations, reafon enough
is left to tell me who, and what I am; but
that 15 not fufficient to free me from afflic-
tion. May God, in whofe hands are all
events, turn this afflition to my benefit,

and
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and téach me by fuch a manifeftation, what
a vain hope it is, to form {yftems of hap-
pinefs, without his affiftance *. You advife
me to go to Rome in order to fettle, in per-
{on, the affair of the teftament made in my
favour by the generous deceafed; but if I
were not prevented by the duties of my fta-
tion, and the prefent tempeftuous ftate of
Italy, you fee, that by renouncing all claims
to this inheritance, fuch a ftep becomes
wholly unneceffary. 1 know not whether
my renunciation will be approved by all; -
but 1 know very well, that neither my ho-
nour nor confcience would permit me to
abufe the exceflive partiality of a poor wo-
man, to the detriment of her relations, and
that even the want of neceflaries would be

* Having communicated a few MS. fheets of thefe
Memoirs to my old and much honoured friend Mr. Mafon,
for whofe learning, judgment, and genius, 1 have always
had the higheft refpe&; in perufing the prefent letter,
when he came to this part, he wrote with a pencil the fol-
-lowing opinion, which, as it confirms my own, I fhalt
* take the liberty to infert:

¢ I think this paragraph 2 proof that there had been no-
& thing criminal between him and Marianne. Such 2
¢« man as M. writing to a friend, would have exprefled in
% this place fome compun&ion, at leaft he would not have
% invoked the Deity in fuch a folemn manner.” M.

[ much
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fmuch more tolerable to me, than the fhamé

of fuch an aétion. _
Vienna, April 3, 1734:
He fays to the farmé friend, in another
letter, written May 22, of the fame year:
% If I thould affeét the philofopher, and tell
you that I was forry to hear that my country
had been fo lavith of applaufe for the renun-
ciation I have lately made, I fhould be very
infincere. It pleafes me much, and will
fortify my opinion of the juftice of the aét;
indeed, I regard thefe praifes as a fuiprifing
inftance of affection from fo great a mother, .
even to the meaneft of her fons.”

END OF THE SECOND SECTION:

‘SECTION
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SECTION Il

A monG the letters of Metaftafio that have
been publithed, there are three to his father,
and many to his brother Leopold, at Rome.
Thefe laft, chiefly without date, are gene-
rally filled with family concerns, and kind
counfel. Among many excellent maxims
of prudence and good conduét, Metaftafio
chiefly recommends diligence to his brother,
who feems, through his means, to have been
invefted with an office under the Pontifical
government. ¢ Never,” fays he, ¢« defer
till to-morrow what you can do to-day. A
weight divided into {fmall portions, becomes
infupportable when united.”

It is pleafing to humanity to find what
refpet and attention the Poet enjoins his
brother towards their aged parent, whom he
fupported in eafe and comfort, to the end of
. a long life. ' :

“ Though I am certain,” fays he to his

~ brother, ¢ that you will' not be deficient in
duty, yet fuffer me to recommend to you

not to fpare me, in any expence that can re-

‘move inconvenience or add to his comfort.
If he were not our father, his age and in-

firmities
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firmities would demand our moft tender:
compaffion; confider then what we owe
him, as fons.”

But in the anecdotes, that have been lately
publithed, concerning the private life of our
admirable Poet* ; among his peculiarities,
fome are related which feem too ferious for
ridicule, and from which I thould be forry, for
his honour, and for the honour of human
nature, not to be able to defend him. What
a difgrace to praltical virtue and benevo-
lence would it be, to find a writer whofe
works breathe the pureft principles of virtue
and morality, and whofe life, during more
than fifty years refidence at Vienna, was un-
impeachably innocent, and exemplary in the
exercife of religious duties; to want, not
only filial and fraternal ‘affection, but even
thofe commen and laudable partialities. for
his kindred and countrymen, to which the -
moft vulgar minds are naturally prone! It
- hasbeen fald t, with a degree of levity and
fport, perhaps more pour egaier les chafes,
" and enliven a period, than from conyiction,
or a wifh to degrade the Poet’s moral cha-
rafter, that ¢ he refufed to hear, and took

* Elogj Italiani dell Andrea Rubbi. Ven. 1782,
+ Ib. Annotazieni all’ Elogu di Pzetro Metafiafio
Art ,Pregxudzzj

-

pains
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pains not to know whether he hadin his late
" ter days, any one relation left in the world.”
And on this uncharitable aflertion, the world
is to make its obfervations and reflections?
For my own part, I fhall make no reflections
injurious to the poet or his cenfurers, but
furnith candid minds with the following
letters, and extra&ts from others, written by
Metaftafio to his father and brother, as a
complete anfwer to hafty conclufions of his
want of affeétion for his family.

LETTER 'L

-

TO FELICE TRAPPASSI, THE FATHER OF .
' METASTASIO.

You cannot imagine with what joy I
learned from your moft refpected letter, the
recovery of that health, for which I have
ever been {o anxious. v

I return you my moft humble thanks for the
care which you have kindly taken to remove:
from my mind fuch painful anxiety, and I ¢
pray to God, that in lengthening your days,
he would deign to add to thern a portion of
my own, provided I have time. fufficient

VOL. I. I allowed
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allowed me once more to embrace you, and
to render you, in perfon, freth tefhmomes of
my refpeét and reverence.

I am unable, to-day, to write to our. dear
Pcrrom But fail not, I entreat you, to let
him know that I am well, and to embrace
and falute him moft heartily. Humbly beg-
ging you to be careful of your health, and to
grant me your benediction.

*  Iremain, &c. \ : S
Vienna, Feb. 4, 1739

LETTER II

TO THE SAME..

- TuavE juft received your mott refpected
 letter of the thirteenth of January, full of all
thofe expreffions 'of paternal affection, whnch
- though familar to your partial love towards
me, if repeated a thoufand and a thoufand
times, would always imprefs my mind with
‘new delight, and exaét from me new grati-
tude. . '

1 affure you that there is nothing I more
~ ardently wifh than the feeing,. embracmg,
-and giving you new tefhmomcs of that filial’
tendernefs and refpe@ which are. fo Juﬁly

. . " your
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yonr due ; though the narrow limits pre:
fcribed by fortunc to my powers, have not
yet allowed me to convince you of them by
any other means.

‘Hitherto T have feen 1o likelihood of the
pontifical "intentions of kindnefs towards
me, ending in any thing more than good
withes, uponi which it would be very unfafe
 for hope to build. A thoufand embraces to

my brothcr, and to all our family.
. Cza Katum, Feb. 9, 1743"

LETTER  IIL
TO THE SAME.

THE duties of my employment, on occa~
fion of the nuptials of thefe Princes (4) have
not permitted me fooner to anfwer your moft
refpected letter of laft month. Though I
have no occafion for new proofs, to convince
me of your paternal tendernefs, I receive an

inexpreffible pleafure from the affeGtionate
expreflions which you have been pleafed to

(%) ‘Prmce Charles of Lorrain with Marianna, Arch-
dutchefs of Auftri, fifter to T erefa, afterwards Emprefs-
queen.

12 beftow
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beftow upon me; and be aflured, that if |
had leifure, my correfpondence would exeeed
all bounds, if fo facred a duty could admit of
excefs.

"The moft precious proof you can give me
of your affetion, is the care of your health;
and confirming me in the ardent hope which
I have long cherifhed of, fometime or other,
‘again embracing you, and receiving, in per-

fon, your paternal benedition.
Vienna, Jan. 25, 1744

B ——— e

LETTER 1V,

TO THE SAME:.

Youn affectionate letter of the 16th of laft:
month, was moft grateful tame ; as isevery
thing that comes from you, as well for the
bappy news of your-health, as for the proafs
it contained of your affe€tion ;. which, though
unneceflary perfuafives, are always welcome
confolations. It is moft certain, that the
turbulent fituation in. which 1 find mayfelf,
tenders the ftructure of happinefs, which I
have been fo many years forming, lefs and
lefs folid. This makes me more melancholy

thay
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than 1 ufed naturally to be; but at prefent,
thank God, in fpite of the terrible afpeét of
public affairs, by clofe application to my
“books, which kéeps off painful reflettions, I
am infenfibly become more tranquil. I
amitate you in wifhing the profpefity which
you prefage, but not in expecting it. I have
been fo long deluded by hope, that, at pre-
fent, the more fhe appears to fmile, the lefs
confidence I place in her; and this incredu-
lity, renders the firokes of ill fortune lefs
affliting. You do extremely well to con-
tinue to cherith hope for yourfelf; by that
means, you have the enviable faculty of
anticipating expeéted bleflings, and enjoy-
ing them as much at a diftance, as if they
were in your poffeflion; and no fooner does
one fet of imaginary bleflings vanith, than
another arifes, to confole the time prefent,
for the difappointment of the paft. For my
misfortune, I am very barren of all fuch delu-
five hopes, which indeed affe@t me fo dif-
ferently, that what is balm to your mind,
becomes poifon to mine.

Would to heaven you.were a prophet,
and that I could give you lefs lumtted figns
of my love and refpett.

Vienna, June 13, 1744.
13 At
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At this time, his father cherithed the moft
brilliant expeftations from his fon’s exalted
fituation at Vienna, and the late profeflions

of kindnefs towards him from the Pope.

' In anfwer to a letter from his brother, °
about colle¢ting and printing his works, in
which he feems to have entertained {plendid
hopes from the effeéts of a dedication to the
Ele&tor Palatine, he fays, ¢ Whatever you
do with thofe trifles, I advife you not to be
too fanguine in your expeétations from that
quarter. Neither princes nor their fatellites,
have the will or the power to reward talents
in the manner good people are apt to imagine.
Indeed, I know not what their definition
of merit may be, and have toa profound 2
refpect for it, to attempt its inveftigation ;. I
thall leave it, therefore, among thofe my/fleries
~ .which (though not contrary) are fupcnor
to reafon.”

Though thefe fraternal letters are written
on fubjets little interefting to the public,
there are . frequent traits in them, which if
not to be rigidly ftyled wit, or Aumour,
amount to fomething between both: a half- -
" and-half pleafantry, peculiar to our-author,
and perhaps to his language. 1 fhall ven-
ture toinftante a fcw of thefe, without much

~ confidente -
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confidence in my abilities of transfufing their-
fpirit into Englith. |
. Ina very fhort letter to his brother, of-
only one page, he fays: “ When you fee our
dear and moft placid Fomelli, pray {pur him
up to finith the work he has undertaken for
the court of Spain. Ihave a commiffion to
give him a jog, no eafy talk, at this di-
ftance (c). Now the d—I would have me .
turn ever, but zon concurrimus,” :
The poft days being changed at Vienna,
he tells hisbrother, that having forgotten the
alteration, he had been an unpunétual cor-
refpondent without defign, or ‘convenience
to himfelf from the delay! It is hard, fays
he, ¢ to get rid of old habits,~Nor is it lefs'
difficult to change Monday to Saturday, than
to live in an oblate fpheroid, in a world flat-
fened at the poles by new aftronomers, after
fo long imagining that I hvcd in one that
was round ? : '
Having written ‘a Cantata, for the birth
‘of an Arch-dutchefs, he defires his brother
riot to mention it; for if the mere title is

" (c) Jomelli, who cempofed fo much, and fo ad-
mirably, when he fet about; it, was naturally indolent, and
- unwilling te work ; though equally ﬁnwilling to difoblige

his friends by a refufal, Wwhen they mtrcated h1m to exercife
hls taIents , .
(AR . 14 known, -
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known, it will foon be thought an old pro-
duction. It is named, fays he, * La Gara,
pray acknowledge it for your nephew.”

He tells his brother, who confulted him
about publithing a treatife, which he had
ready for the prefs, that “the height of
folly in an author, is the printing his works
at his own expence. He muft be initiated
in the myfteries of mercenary aflociates, era
he can get out of fuch traffic with wholc
bones.”

During the laft war between the Emprefs-
queen, and the late King of Pruffia, Metaf~
tafio, who was very much attached to his:
Imperial Patronefs, frequently fends his
brother the political news of the times.
“¢ At prefent fays he, we have more troops
in Bohemia, than the King of Pruffia ex-
pects; and - as he is now marched into that
kingdom, if he chufes to dance, there wilf
be no want of mufic: and the country-
dances will be very lively,” “ The war
will become more and more violent everyday,.
unles the Englith: change therr imperious:
tone, adifficult metamorphofe.”—~“The King
of Pruffia has made feveral movements,
which have called upon our generals for all

their attention; but, however, they feem
: only

-
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only to arife from that kind of reftleflnefs,
which makes fick and infirm people, always
hope to acquire eafe by a change of po-
fition.”

“ I am tired of a little journey into Par-
naffus which I made in a great hurry, by
order of our Court. And yet, I write to you
the inftant I return, with my boots ftill on,
Pray be thankful that you have nat been
neglected in the midft of fuch fufferings.”

“ Artaferfe is the moft fortunate of all
my children. The reit have experienced
various viciffitudes; but this, through the
obftinacy of fate, has always been in the
ftirrups (d). So that dramas have their
conftellations.” 4

The correfpondence - with his brother
Leopold, continued till December 17th, 1762,
about which time he probably died. In
letters to his banker and friend, Signor Ar-
genvilliers, at Rome, which began in 1750,
after his father’s deceafe, he conftantly
mentions his brother, and gives inftruétions
for the payment of fums allotted for his ufe.
In 1759, Leopold had a very dangerous fever,
which greatly alarmed Metaftafio, who, in

" (d) Always fuecefsful, never difmounted.
N writing
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writing to Signor Argenvilliers, exprefles his
anxiety in a manner too affetionate for a
man who . ¢ refufed to hear, and took pains
not to know, whether he had any one rela-
tion in the world,” ‘

LETTER V.

“TO SIGNOR FRANCESCO ARGENVILLIERS,
BANKER, AT ROME.

You have furnithed me with a new proof,
my dear friend, of the goodnefs of your heart,
m the affectionate eare you have taken of

‘my brother, the Advocate, and of my tran-

quillity, by vifiting him yourfelf, and faith-
fully informing me of the ftate in which you
found him, during the violent fever with

* which he was attacked, He has written me

a fhort letter, which has given me a heart-
ake, by its brevity. Ientreat you to fpare
me in nothing that can contribute in the leaft

~to his affiftance; I cannot explain to you:

.

what will be my anxiety, till the next poft..
Though your kind letter gives great hopes, yet.
youknow, by experience, what are the emo-.
tions of the heart, for the danger of a brother.

. : Vienna, Sept. 10, 1759,
AUPTET ' LET-
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LETTER VI

TO THE SAME.

I waNT expreflions to defcribe to you,
my dear and worthy friend, the tendernefs
and gratitude with which I fecl myfelf at.
tached to you. The care which you take,
not only of my brother’s health, but of *my
eafe of mind, furpafles all bounds; and that,
not merely in the firft letter concerning the
dreadful malady, but the fecond, written by
another hand. God preferve you for the
* confolation of your friends, and the honour
of humanity, which has not many fuch to
boaft. You have encouraged me to hope
the beft, and it is from your kindnefs that I
can expe&t tranquillity. Pray thank my fif+
ter,- who, according to your account, has
diftinguifhed herfelf by the exercife of her
duty apon this occafion. Oh, my dear
friend, if 1 could but exprefs what my heart
feels for you! But do you, who are capa-
ble of fuch-aftions, judge of their effects,
and believe me, while I have exiftence, &c,

P. 8. Pray give me. credit for yhatever
qmay be wanting on account of .my brother’s

' o illnefs;
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illnefs, in cafe the expence fhould exeeed the
cffets which I had in your hands.

. Vienna, Sep. 13, 17.59-

o .

LETTER VIL
TO THE SAME.

ALL my expeflations of letters from Rome
have failed me to-day; imagine therefore,
my dear friend, what agitation my mind
mutt fuffer, already trembling with doubt
for my brother’s fafety. I know the excel-
lency of my dear Sig. Argenvilliers’ heart,
by a thoufand proofs ; fo that I cannot ima-
gine it poffible for you to negle&t me at fuch
a critical moment. But. affetion, always
timid and fufpicious, fuggefts to me that you
have perhaps been filent through prudence ;
or, through delicacy, have inclofed your letter
to fome other perfon, who may prepare me
for the event. Forgive, my moft excellent
friend, thefe human doubts. I do not try
to fupprefs humanity, and confefs, that I
have at prefent no power over my afflition.
But here comes another fervant, who fays
that the Roman letters are not yet arrived,

4 fo
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f8 that I return to the hope, with which.
your laft kind letter infpired me, of better
tidings. I'thall leave this open as long as
poffible, and, in the mean time, embrace you
with that refpe@ful efteem, which fo dear
and worthy a friend merits. Addio.

P. 8. The letters from Rome of the sth
inftant, are at laft arrived, as I have feen -
{everal in the hands of friends to whom they
twere addrefled; but there are none for me!
I know not what to think, and therefore
te]apfe into my former agitation.’

Vxenna, Sep. 17, 1759.

R

His brother, however, recovered of this
andifpofition, as we find by a letter to the
fame correfpondent, Wrxtten threc days after
the above.

¢. I beg your pardon, my moft admirable
friend, for the inquietude which my pre-
ceding letter muft have occafioned. This
inftant two of your letters are brought to me,
one written on the §th, and another on the
8th of the prefent month, I know not by
what accident the firft was delayed, which,
- by not being delivered on Sunday, fet me
upon making cruel almanacs. Thank God
fo: dclgmnc to extend his mercy to us all;

and
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and thank you for the numerous den’lonﬁrtb
tions you have given, of the temper of your
own mind.”
. After fifty-two years abfénceé from Rome;
" Metaftafio feems to have furvived all his re=
lations and juvenile friends, and to have
made a juft and equitable will in favour of
the Martinetz family, with whom. having
conftantly refided in tranquillity and com=
fort, to make them his heirs was a laudable
manifeftation of his friendthip and gratitude; -
His benevolence and fenfibility have never
been called in queftion by his countrymen,
who, on the contrary, have extolled thefe:
qualities in him, even more than his gemus
for poetry.
And now having fpoken of his birth,

adoption, education, firft poetical produc«

tions, attachment .to a female friend, afftic-
tion for her lofs, and affetion for his family,
we fhall proceed in the next feétion to his
writings, in chronological order, and cons
fider him more particularly as a Lyric Poet
"-and a Critic. '

END OF THE THIRD SECTION.

SECTION
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SECTION 1IV.

THE year 1733 feems to have been ex-
tremely fertile in the ‘Parnaffian territories
of our bard. Not only the opera of Olim-
piade, and Demgfoonte, with the oratorio of
Giufeppe riconofeiuto, but his charming can-
zonet, La Liberta, were produétions of
this year. This celebrated canzonet:
Grazie agl’inganni tuoi, was fet by the bard
himfelf, to an air of which Cocchi, when he
was in England thirty years ago, furnithed
me with a copy. And as Metaftafio con--
fefled to me at Vienna, that he was the au-
thor of this air, I fhall prefent it to my
mufical readers, as a curiofity. For though
it has been fet as a Venetian Ballad, a Can-
zonet, a Duo, and a Cantata, by fo many
great compofers, to much more elaborate
‘and fanciful mufic than this ;. yet Metaftafio’s
melody, which has been compofed more
than fifty years, has fill its merit; and,
compared with airs of the Yame period and -
kind, will be found fuperior to'moft of them
In elegant fimplicity.-

La



( 128 )

-
]

N

Canzonetti.

1C€.

e v

\

La LiBerTa, a N

i

\

Parele e

Mufica di Metaftafio; *

N,

re-fpi-ro o

~
al fin

twoi,

i
-n

Grazie aglin-gan

[ 3 o
S i NN
& . '
R 8- k]
5 § |fm e
K] 23 % #"h
£ .\_ N[V
Ry - f f
LI & &
In -
: @ |fies
< i
)
aw - -~
I H
.Vf !
oy amaey . . v

Sente



( 133 )

There are two tranﬂatnons of this cele-
brated cag.zopct 'in "Dodfley’s Colletion ‘of
Poems - feveral i X Frcnch and among the
reft, one by Rouffeau, which he fet himfelf,

“three feveral. times, to. airs which are en-
graved in- the’ Poﬁhumous colletion of  his
~ fongs. But among all the verfions thit I
have feen, no one feems to have been at-
tempted in the fame meafure as the original,
“or that can be'apphied to the mufic of any
one of the compoférs by whom it has been fet.

For the fake therefore of Mectaftafio’s me-
lody, this Enghfh tranﬂatlon, totidem verbis,
has been attempted. Indeed the double
Rhymes are &ill wanting for the Mufic, and
‘the exa& fimilitude of the numbers; but it
feems hardly pofiible tofind fo many tolerable
double Rhymes in our language as would be

“neceffary, without- degradmo- the verfe into
doggerel: asfix outof cightlines in every ftan-
za of thc original, endthh a diffyllabic word.

The Impenal Laureate’s works wcgg ngw
{ufficiently confiderable to intereft the book-
fellers. throughout Italy; they had already,
been colle€ted and publithed at Rome - and
Naples, but in an incorre® and inelegant
manner. Bettinelli, an eminent printér at

K 3 Venice, -
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- Venice, opened a correfpondence with Me-
taftafio upon this fubject, in 1732, foliciting
his advice and affiftance in preparing-a new
impreflion. Befides {maller pieces, and three
oratorios, his great operas amounted now to,
twelve. Metaftafio’s anfwers to the letters
of Bettinelli have been preferved and inferted
in the late colletion, though moft readers
will, perhaps, think that they might have
been fupprefled without injury to the public
intereft, or the author’s fame. And yet,
the profe of Metaftafio is fo pure, clear,
eafy, and elegant, that the moft fhort and
unimportant of his letters are precious for
the ftyle, however uninterefting may be the
fubjeéts which produced them.

Dr. Johnfon ufed to fay, that the book-
fellers were an author’s beft patrons; and
Metaftafio, though he had an Emperor for
his protetor, feems to have treated Bettinelli
~ with that confideration which he thought
due to a benefaGor. And, perhaps, no book-
feller was addreffed with more politenefs by

an author fo high in ftation and public fa-

vour, fince the invention of the prefs.

" If, therefore, thefe letters to Betinelli had

no other merit than their urbanity, they may

have their ufe, as models of good breeding
' between
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~between perfons, who, regarding each other
with mutual jealoufy, are fufceptible of all
the irritability which that paffion is apt to
excite, in what ever form it affumes.

LETTER I

TO SIG. JOSEPH BETINELLIL
SIR,

AFTER returning you due thanks for the
undeferved confidence which you are pleafed
to manifeft in the merit of my works, as well
as for your obliging attention In communi-
cating to me your plan, previous to its exe-
cution, I am bound in gratitude to diffuade
you from the projeted enterprife. My rea-
fons are, that being at prefent in want of
fufficient leifure to arrange and revife pro-
ductions, which formerly with much impe-
tuofity rather flew than came from my
hands, they could make but an inconfider-
able mifcellany of things difapproved -by
myfelf, and to which, for the moft part, the
laft polith is wanting. And if fuch an
edition would fuffice, you have been antici-
pated by Sig. Pietro Leoni, the book{eller at
Rome, who has already printed a’collection
of all my poetry, to my own great forrow,
PR K 4 without
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without confidering the objeions juft men-
tioned. If, however, you. have no repﬁg-
nance to fufpend the execution of your plan
for a thort time, I fhould wifh to colle&,
revife, and arrange all my poetical compo-
fitions; to write a treatife on the Italian
drama, for which I have all the materials
ready, and then publith a neat edition, in
which we might mutually affift each other,
But for fuch an undertaking, leifure (a fcarce
commodity with me at prefent) will be ne.
. ceffary. '
~ However, by working a little at a time,
during the intervals of my ufual employment,
I thould not defpair of accomplithing fuch a
defign. Affure yourfelf that I fhall be much
at your fervice, and that I am, with a due
fenfe of my obligations to you, &c.

Vienna, June 14, 1733.

LETTER IL
TO THE SAME.

IT mortifies me extremely, not to be able
to anfwer your moft obliging folicitations,
with that promptitude which they deferve..
But my occupations at this court are fo in-
ceffant, that 1 can procure no leifure for

, . nifhing,
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finithing what I planned in Italy : hence, the

treatife I mentioned to you before, ftill re- '
mains in the fame flate ; and what is yet

lefs promifing, I fee no likelihood of enjoy-

ing the neceflary tranquillity for making it

fit for the public eye.

But this does not appear to me an objec~
tion fufficient to prevent your. preparing the
impreflion of my dramatic works, which
you had in meditation. I am however fo
little perfuaded of their merit, that I fhould
never have dared to advife fuch an under-
taking; and indeed you may remember that
R took fome pains to difcourage it, by fug-
~gefting to you the difficulties which, in my
opinion, you would have to encounter, and

particularly thofe arifing from the Roman .

edition. But if you perfift in your refolu-
tion, and will relinquifh the idea of waiting
. for the treatife, I can offer you no better
fervice, than that of furnithing you with co-
pies of ‘thofc impreflions of my dramas
which were printed under my own eye, and
correéting fuch errors as had efcaped me and
others before, *

For this purpofe, I have already given
commiffion in Italy for collefting the opera
books, whica fhall be fent to you as foon as

poflible.
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poflible. In the mean time, I fhould be
glad to be informed of the fize, paper, and
charaéter, in which this new edition is to be
executed; the beauty and corretnefs of
which, and a moderate number of copies,
are all the rewards I propofe to myfelf, for
the trouble and inconvenience which I am

willing to undertake. = . .
' Vienna, Feb, 28, 1733,

/

e

LETTER III,
TO THE SAME,

As foon as [ had anfwered your laft letter,
I wrote to my brother Leopoldo Metafiafio, at
Rome, to ufe his utmoft endeavours to find,
* for your ufe, all my poetical compofitions;
tranfmitting to him, at the fame time, a
paper of inftrutions for their arrangement,
to be conveyed to you by any perfon whom
you fhould appoint to receive them. But
this is not the greateft difficulty. It is ne-
ceffary for you to be informed, that the fuc-
ceflors of Baglioni and Carlo Buon-arriga,
propofe a fimilar plan. And without con-
fulting me,- have procured at Rome, copies

of all my writings that have been hitherto
publifhed,
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"INDIFFERENCE,

TO METASTASIO’S OWN MUSIC.

Nifa, thy pow’r is flown, From all thy chains I feel
1 thank thee for my cure; My foul, atlength, is free;
The gods have mercy fhewn, No dream I now reveal,
Thy tricks no more allure. I*wake to liberty.
VOL. I, . K Marnco
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II.
Mancs antico ardore, All formier ardor’s fledy, |
. E fon tranquillo a frgnoy Which petulance could move §
Che in me non trova fdegno And that difdain is dead,
Fer mafeberarfi amor. Which mafis itfelf in Joves
Non cangio pia colore, Nor does my colour change,
Quaandy il tuo nome afeolto; ~ Whoe’er thy name repeats ;
Quands ti miro in woltoy When o’er thy face I range,
Pizt non mi batte il cor. My heart-no longer beats.
HI.
Sogno, ma te non niiro In dreams thou'rt now forgot,
Sempre ne’ fogni miti 5 And caft on Lethe’s brink;
Mi defto, ¢ tu non fei And when F wake, thou’rt not
R primo mio penfier. The firft on whom I think.
Lungi da te m’aggire, To diftant elimes I fteer,
Senza bramarti mai ; Nor mifs thee day or.night ;
Son'teco, e non mi fai, Nor doft thou, when thou'rt neary
Ne pena, né piacer. Or pain, or joy €xcite.-
Iv.
--Di tna belta ragiono, Of all:thy charms I now
C intenerir mi_fento ; Can calmly think and fpeak,
I torti miei ramento, Can trace each broken vow,
E non mi fo fdegnar. Nor means of vengeance feek.:
Confufo pi non fono, Confus’d no more 1 feem
RQuandy mi vieni apprefo ;  Whene'er F fee thee near ;
Col mio rivale ificffo And fhouldft thou be the theme
DPoffo di te /’arla}. Can rivals patient hear.
Y.
Polgimi il guardo alicro, Now if thou angry look,
* Parlani in volio umuno ; Or love and kindnefs feign ;-
1l tno diffreszo ¢ wans, Frowns undifturb’d I brook,
Ly wano il tno faver; And feel thy favour vain.
Che pine nfaty impero Thofe lips, however kind,-
B Luei lavbri in me non banno ;  Have loft their magic art ;-
, Quegli acchi pin non Junno, Nor can thine eyes now find'
La wia d: quefto cor. The paffage to my heart.

Ousl'.




, ( :4i

VI
Buel, che or ns'alletta, o fYidee, What pain or plealure gives,.:
Se lieto, o-meflo or ford,- What.joy or forrow bringsy
.Gid non-¢ phi-tuo déhoy From thee no good ‘reckives,
Gia cotpa g nen % - " From thee no evil fprings.«

Che fenxa-te mi piace Without thee, I delighe * -
Lafelvay it colle, il prato;  In woods and flow’ry meads ;
Ogui foggiorma ingrato And with thee, hate the 8ght
M annora ancor con te. Of barren fields and weeds:

: VII.
Odi s'io_fon:frcero 3 Nor does thy face, though fair,
Ancor mi fembra bella, At prefent {o excel, .
" Ma non mi fembri quella, That I could fafely fwear
Cbhe paragon non ba. It has no parallel.
E (non £ offenda il wero) And let not truth offend,
Nel tuo leggiadro afpetto Should I to think incline
Or weds aleun difetto; Some features I could mend,
" Che mi parea belia. Which once I thougbt divime,
VIII.

Quando lo firal fpezzai, When firft I drew the dare
(Confeffo i) mio roffore) (With fhame my cheek’s on fire)
Spezzar m’ intefi il corey Such torture tore my heart,
Mi parve di morir. I thought I thould expire.

Ma per ufeir di guai, But to relieve fuch pain,

Per non wederfs oppreff, To fly oppreffion’s fphere,

Per racquiftar fe feffo And {way O’er felf to gain,

Futto /i pus foffrir. What fuffering’s too fevere 2
IX.

Nel wifeo, in cui s'avvenne When caught in vifcous fnare
Quell augellin talora, A bird, himfelf to free,
Lafcia le penne ancora, Will fome few feathers fpare,
Ma torna in liberta. To gain his liberty.

Poi le perdute penne But plumage will return ;

I pochi d riznova, Again he’ll mount the fkies;
Cauto divien per provay Nor prudence has to learn,
Né piu tradir f; fa. By fad experience wife.

K 2 So
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. : X.

& ebe non credi eftinto But fill I know thou'lt fay,
I me lincendio antico, My cure is not complete:
Perché £ peffo il dice, As, though ’tis told each day,
Perché tacer non fo. The tale I flill repeat.

Ruel naturale ifiinto, My inftin& is the fame
Nice, a pariar mi fprona, As that of men wha roam,
Per cui ciafeun ragiena And with delight proclaim
De’ rifelj ebe pafsi. The dangers they’ve o’ercame.

XJ.

Dopo il crudel cimento, Thus foldiers when return’d
Narra i paffati fdegni s Vi&orious from a war,

Di fue ferite i fegniy Tell how they laurels earn’d,
Mofira il gucrrier cosi. And proudly thew each fcar.

Moftra cost contento, And thus the galley-flave
Schiavo che afei di pena, ‘Releas’d from cruel chains,
Jua barbara catena, On fhackles ftill will rave
Cbe firafeinava un d2. _ And thew their deep remains,

XII.

Parlo, ma fdl parlando, Of liberty I fpeak
M foddisfar procure ; ‘To pleafe myfelf alone,
Parlo, ma nulla io curo But not thy peace to break

- Che tu mi prefli fe. Or to difplay my own.

Parlo, ma non dimando I fpeak, nor afk if now

'Se approvi i detti mici : My reas’ning pleafes thee ;
Ne fe tranquilla fei Nor care if calmly thou
Nel ragionar, di me. Cantt bear tq fpeak of me,
XIII.

Jo lafiio un’ incorflante: - T quit a fickle fair,

Tu perdi un cor fincero : Thou’lt lafe a heart that’s true ;
Non fo di noi primiero, Nor do I know or care
Cbi s'abbia a confolar. ‘Who moft has caufe to rue.

8o che un f; fida amante But this I know, a fwain
Non trovera pist Nice 5 So true will ne’er be found ;
Che un’ alira ingannatrige But females falfe and vain
E facile a trovar. Throughout the world abpund.

There
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publifhe& Now as I have no inedited work
ready for publication, I cannot intimidate
them by promifing a more ample edition.
You will make fome ufe of this intelligence,
I hope, which I communicate to you in ho-
nour, that you may avoid an expence, which,
in all probability, will not turn out to your
advantage. If, however, you ftill perfift in
your plan, you may depend on every affift-
ance in my power to render it perfet; and,
when completed, if you honour me with a
few copies, I thall regard them as a free gift,
and a teftimony of your generofity and re-

gard. _ Vienna, April 18, 1733.

As this is the firft edition of the works of
Metaftafio, in which the poet interefted
himfelf, we fhall not wholly quit his cor-
refpondence with Betinelli, till its publica-
tion. After two other letters on the fubjett,
he fays in a third :

R

LETTER IV.
TO THE SAME.

I save this morning received informa-
tion from Naples, that Riccardi, the printer,
has



- ( 140 )

has either finithed, or will finith in a fhort
time, a new impreflion of all my works that
have been hitherto publifhed ; but in fo con-
fufed, carelefs, and miferable a manner, that
my friends at Naples, who are numerous,
are extremely offended. I fhall immediately
write to different perfons there, and defire
them to inform the public of the neat edition
which you are now printing, and of which
you would do well to tranfmit thither a
fpecimen. The inedited opera, at leaft,
cannot be in the other edition, and there
are many circumftances which will render
yours infinitely fuperior. ‘

Vienna, July 11, 1733.

LETTER V,

TO THE SAME.

I HAVE received a copy of the addrefs to
~ the public, in the propofals for a fubfcrip-.
tion, and fthall make ufe of it. It is very
well, written, though with great partiality
for me. It would give me pleafure to be
informed who drew it up. I now fend you
Ezio, correfted by a friend, and next week,
- fhall forward to you a new opera. You
mauft
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muft not forget to fend copies of your pro-

pofals to Rome and Naples, before the-Nea-
politan edition is further difperfed.

Auguft 22, 1733

Betinelli, about this time, feems to have
loft a little ground in the favour of Metafta-
fio, by haftily and carelefsly printing Didone
from an incorreét copy; and by the impe-
tuofity with which the fheets of the new
edition of his entire works, were work-
ing off.

“ Your {crupulous punctuality with the
public,” fays he, « like other excefles, coun-
teralls itfelf : for by too much hafte, you will
do the public little good, and me lefs.

In your hurry, you have alteady forgot a
correction which I fent you long fince, with
earneft entreaties that it might be attended to,
, and with which you promifed to comply.

You know that all the world is in the prac-
tice of commerce, and mutually exchanging
what they can fpare, for what they want.
You ase bound to have the fame regard for
my bonour, as I am bound to have for your
antereff.. But I hope you will forgive my
fincerity, if I fay that, hitherto, it feems as ‘

4 ' if

1
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if you had negleéted this rule in our correfs
pondence, though the difinterefted manner
with which I treated you, certainly merited
fome return of attention. _ .

¢ Notwithftanding this caufe of com-
plaint, on Saturday I fhall fend you Catone,
correfted, with an almoft total change of the
third a&t, which you will print both ways,
to diftinguith your edition from all others.
From this time, I fhall every week fend you

fomething ready for the compofitor, if you

will but have patience; which, however,
I little expect.

¢ I'beg you to let me have as foon as pof-
fible, two copies of the firft volume, with a
print on good paper, to prefent to my Auguft
Patrons.

¢« Excufe the poetical franknefs with which
I have written, and believe me equally
fincere in offering you my beft fervices.”

In November, he fays: “ I now fend you
another opera, which will be the laft ; as,
with this, we fhall conclude the collection
of operas, and begin to print the other
pieces. It does not feem to me, asif there
would be materials fufficient for anpther
volume,  unlefs, contrary to my inclination,
you print the compofitions of my early and

R : inexpe-
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inexperienced youth, which I have long dif-
approved. You muft explain yourfelf clear-
ly on this fubje&, that I may take my mea-
fures accordingly.

« I thank you for the copies which you
have fent me bound, for their Imperial Ma-
jefties, and I hope, when I have time to -
examine them, that I fhall ftill find new
caufe for thanks.” ‘

In the next letter, he tells Betinelli, that
he had read the proof-theets of thefe dra-
matic pieces, and found fo little to correct,
that it feemed a ufelefs expence of poftage,
to fend them back. Of three of thefe dra-
mas, he gives the following account.

La Contefa de Numi,
« The contention of the Gods,”

Was fet by Vinci, and performed at
Rome,.in the Palace of Cardinal Polignac,
the French Ambaffador, on the birth of the
Dauphin, 1729.

Enea nell’ Elif;,
¢ Aineas in the Elyfian Fields, or
The Temple of Eternity,”

Set by Fouchs, was fung in the Garden of
the Imperial Palace, called the Fawvourite,
in celebration of the Emperor’s birth-day,
1731. '

o L 4
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L Afile & Amore
& The Afylum of Leve.”

‘This dramatic entertainment, fet by Cal-
dara, was reprefented at Lintz, Auguft 28th,
1732, in celebration of the birth-day of the
Emprefs, who was prefent at the perform-
ance. '

For the orthography, he advifes the cor-
reftor of the prefs, to follow that of Faccio-
lati, printed for the ufe of the Seminary, at
* Padua, which he likes better than any other.
All Metaftafio’s opinions in literature, feem
worth recording.

« Next week, (he fays;) I fhall fend you
my Oratorios, which now amount to five.
Thefe have beencollefted into a volume at
Vienna; but are fo ill-printed, that I am
athamed to prefent them to my Auguft
Patron.” , .

This edition was not finithed till 1734.
It was terminated by the following pieces,
which made a feventh volume,

Angelica, a Serenata, written at Naples,
1722. La Morte di Catone, a Poem in
Terza Rima, not intended for mufic.’

L’ Origine delle Legge; the fame.

- “Thefe compofitions, fays Metaftafio,
are, in my opinion, fo feeble, that I have
not
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not had courage to re-perufe them, through
the dread of the pain it would give me to
recolleét that they were going to be laid be-
fore the public, who, in reading them, will
not .always remember, in my excufe, the
time of life in which they were written.”
He conftantly ‘recommended to every fub-
{equent Editor of his works, to place thefe
Poems, in a feparate, and laft volume.

The Poet feems to have been much
pleafed, in general, with Betinelli’s atten-
tion, while this edition was printing; and
fays in a letter to him, dated April 1oth, 1734.
“ I have received the laft theet of the third
volume, and rcturn you due thanks, not
only for that, but for the grateful and oblig-
ing fentiments, which, by magnifying the
little that I have contributed towards the
new impreflion, you have been pleafed to
exprefs. o Co :

¢ Indeed you havé now made me fo much
wifh to merit the praifes which you beftow,
that I beg you will afford me {fome further
opportunity of obeying your commands.

¢ I {end you the laft Oratorio, which I have
written (¢). This, of all my facred dramas,

(¢) This muft have been Betulia liberata, which was
fet by Reutter, for the Imperial Chapel, in 1734+

VOL. I. L is



( 146 )

is that with which I am the leaft difpleafed.
I tranfmit a copy of it to you, that you may
difpofe of it in- fuch a manner as fhall be
moft ufeful to you.”

This impreflion muft have had a very
rapid fale, as we find Metaftafio in correfpon-
dence with the fame publifher, in Julyof the
fame year, on the fubjeét of another edition.

¢ I return you my fincere thanks, for the
obliging attention. with which you are
pleafed to treat me, in advertifing me of
your intended new edition of my works;
and I with it the fame fate with the preced-
ing, as a reward for your folicitude and care.
I cannot but approve of your .intention,
having already had fuch proofs of your
prudence, as incline me to think that you
have well weighed all circumftances previous
to the undertaking.” :

A few days after this was written, Me-
taftafio - fent Betinelli the following letter
of thanks, for a pamphlet which he had
tranfmitted to him, in which his Opera of
Demofoonte, was very feverely treated.

LET
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LETTER VL

TO SIGNOR BETINELLI.

How wmuch ‘am I obliged to you, for
the care which you bave kindly taken in
tranfmitting to me the learned reflections on
my Demofoonte. 1If 1 had leifure to reply,
the chief part of my anfwer would confift
of fentiments of gratitude to the writer: fo
much higher does he think of my labours
than I do myfelf.

I have run it through haftily, between
the time of receiving and anfwering it; but
I thall frequently repeat the perufal, no lefs
for the difcovery of my faults, than the im-
provement of my ftyle. Oh, what inftruc-
tion thould I not receive, if the author would
publith the Tragedy which he promifes.!
From the ftudy of its perfeftions, I might
more clearly fee my own errors, even thofe
which he has neglefted to fpecify ; thinking
it {ufficient to inform his rﬁadcrs, that fuch
exifted, and contenting himfelf with exam-
plary charity, to allow, that I had purpofely
admitted many of the irregularities with
which the piece abounds. 4

Lz The
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The parts of the pamphlet that you
have fent me, in which the author defcends
to particulars, contain refleétions on the in-
‘confiftency of the charattersof Timantbes, and
Creufa, and a parallel between Signor Apof-
tolo Zeno and. myfelf.” As to the fitft, ;per-
haps he is right ; though I-believe, that a
perfon thay a&t differently in different: fitua-
tions, without . inconfiftency -of charadter.
Timanthes, is a valiant young man, fubjett
to the emotions of youth, though naturally
reafonable, and furnithed by education with
maxims f{uitable to perfons of his. rank.
‘When affaulted by paffion, - he is impetuous,
violent, and inconfiderate. But when he
has time to refle&t, or any objeét prefent, re-
minds him of his duty, he is juft; moderate,
and rational. And in the whole.courfe of
the drama, that contraft always appears,
which arifes either from the confli€ting ope-
rations of the mind and heart, or of impe-
tuofity and reafon. Thus Taflo has drawn
Rinaldo. When paffion tranfpor'ts h1m he
fays of Godfrey :_ . ‘ 4 5

' ' - KV

Venga egliy o mandi : io terrs fermo il piede s .. - i

Giudice fian tra noi la fortey ¢ Parme : .

Fera tragedia ei vuol, che sapprefenti,
Ler lor dipertoy alle nemicke gentis

‘Then
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"Then let him come,———I here fhall firm abide,
And arms and fate between us fhall decide :
Soon fhall our ftrife in fanguine torrents flow,

- A profpe& grateful to the gazing foe !

H’aole s Tranfl, of T4 _”a.

But when he has time to reflet, in cool
blood, he fays to the fame Godfrey

'E sio foffef tey-ben difeonforts
Ne fentii pofcia, ¢ penitenza al cuore 3
Or vengo & tuoi richiamiy ed ogni.’emenda.
Son pronto a far, che grato a.te mi renda.
Toolate convinc’d, the rath offence I own ;
And deep contrition fince my foul has known.
By thee recall’d, I feek the camp again;
And may my future deeds thy grace obtaih,

The fame rule, in dxﬂ"erent proportlon, has
been obferved in the charalter, of Creufa;
a Princefs wholly governed by the vanity of
high rank and beauty.. Offended by Tmzan
tbe.r, unexpettedly, in both, without a mo-
ment’s time for reflection, the breaks out into
a defire of vengeance; but after the firft
emotion, fhe not,oenly.gives it up, but dif-
covers it to be ill-founded, and .is impelled
by her reafon, as in juftice fhe oughs to be,
to pity the very perfon, whom her revenge.
was purfuing.

i3 | Th@s
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This does not appear to me, inconfiftency
of charafter, but diverfity of fituation, with-
out which, every charaéter would be infipid
and unproba.ble. What man is always calm
and reafonable, or agitated, and violent?
The firft would be a divinity, the fecond 3
wild beaft. From the contraft of thefe twa
univerfal principles, reafon and paffion, arifes
the diverfity in the charafters of men, as
cach of thefe, or both prevail.

And this ‘concurrence of different prin-
ciples in the fame perfon, reconciles the
valour of Aneas with the tears he fo fre-
quently fheds; the tranfports of Dido, with
the good fenfe of a foundrefs of an Ex_n;ﬁre;
and juftify Orlando,

Che per amor venne in furore, ¢ matto,
D’ uem, che f; faggiv era fiimato prima.

© & Who once the flower of arms, and wifdom’s boaft,

By fatal love his manly fenfes loft.”
Hoole’s Ayiofie.

: But thall I communicate to you an ideg
that has ftruck me? Ibelieve the very learned
author of the refle€tions, -does not think pre-
cifely as he writes. I fuppofe him to be
rather a man of pleafantry, who, in order to
amufe himfelf, tries to foment a poetical
quarrel between Signor Zeno and me, for

4 the
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the diverfion of being himfelf a.{petator of
our comedy. The parallel, which is the
fecond, but principal part of his letter, is
manifeftly written with that intention,

But in thjs particular, I do not find my-
{elf at all difpofed to gratify him, I feel the
greateft efteem and refpe&t for the worthy
Signor Zeno; and I know that he returns
my regard with equal friendfhip. Therefore
aflure every one who fpeaks to you on the
fubjedt, that I fay no lefs myfelf of our dear
Apoftolo, than the author of thefe confide-
rations has written of him ; and that, proud
of having been thought a fit fubjett of fuch

- @ parallel, I moft readily join on his fide,

I know not whence the report that my
Oratorio of Gwas, was in imminent danger
of fuppreflion, could have arifen. It was
re-printed at Rome, and no one ever wrote
me word, that there was any thing in it
that gave offence ; nor can I conceive what
it could be, unlefs fome paffage had been tor-
tured with malignity, into a fenfe that was
never intended by the writer: and in that
cafe the Evangelifts themfelves are not fafe .
from herefy, I fee not the leaft foundation
for this report; and therefore cannot dif-

.cover why you fhould hefitate inferting in
L 4 your
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your edition of my works, one of the leaft
imperfect of my labours.

I never wrote a fatire in my life, nor
ever will write one. I deteft this kind of
compofition, and am fo ill furnithed with
the requifite bile and malice for fuch pro-
ductions, that if I attempted them, they
would never be read. You may therefore
fafely fay, that whoever afcribes any fuch
writings to me, 1s guilty of an atrocious
falfehood. ) :

In other refpefts, my ftyle has its peculiar
charafter, and intelligent readers will not
be eafily deceived.

If you have a mind to give my opinion of
the refletions on Demofoonte, which you
have fent me, you may do it freely; but
there will be an end of our friendthip, if
this letter, or a copy of it, fhould ever be
publithed in any manner whatever.

I know not what I have written in this
hafty manner; and I have other cogent rea-
fons for not withing to know.

I beg ta have the original, or a copy, of
this letter returned, as I have no time for
tranfcription. :
‘ Vienna, July 33, 1734.

L}

Our
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OurLaureat’semployments at the Imperial
Court, for the Carnival of 1734, are record~
ed in his familiar letters to an intimate friend
at Rome, who had fent him an account of
the theatrical preparations in that city, for
the fame Carnival,

LETTER VIL

TO SIGNOR GIUSEPPE PERONI.

In fpite of the very moderate preparations
for the performance of my two Operas at
Rome, the mere mention of our theatres,
brings inftantly to view our wafpith and
bufy little Abate, the contention of fingers,
the ardor of fation, the variety of opinions,
and the univerfal buftle of the feafon. It
makes me as reftlefs as a Barbary-horfe, juft
going to ftart, And if public circumftances
could give way to private, Ifhould certainly
have obtained permiffion this year to have
breathed for a fhort time paternal air, and
to wath off in the Tyber, the ruft and im-
purities with which 1 am infenfibly covered
by the conftant {moke of thefe ftoves; but
-as that happinefs is at prefent impoffible, I

3 | muft
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muft accommodate myfelf to the world, fince
the world will not accommodate itfelf to me.
You are fufficiently ufed to theatrical con-
fli&ts to remain a quiet fpetator on fuch oc-
+ cafions. But I fhould with that Bulgarini,
would keep away, left his zeal fhould in.
volve him in fome difagreeable fituation, in
cafe my Operas thould be unfortunate. But
& propos to Roman news, I have received
none by the laft poft, either from him or my
brother ; and am unable to account for the
- failure, It certainly is not the fault of the
poft, as I have had other letters from Rome,
Knowing how conftantly I inform them by
every poft of the ftate of my health, their
want of punctuality is the more ftrange, as
their trouble, by my own confent, is alter-
nate, and confequently lefs than mine, who
am alone. Remember, when you meet, to
‘give them a fraternal remonftrance in my
name,

Vienna, Jan. 8, 1734,

LET-
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LETTER VIL

TO THE SAME,

NorwITHSTANDING the extreme late ar«
rival of the poft, which allows me no time
for anfwering, 1 fhall, at leaft, by its return,
acknowledge the receipt of your letter.
You have made me laugh at the minute de-
fcription of our Brunette, and I fancied my-
{elf prefent,

I thank yau for the circumftantial account
which you have fent me, of the rehearfal of
the Olimpiade, and you will afford me equal
pleafure by informing me truly of its recep-
tion, what ever it may be.

Yefterday, I {faw the Nina Caldara, fair
as a jonquille, but not quite fo frefth. She,
as well as her moft corpulent fpoufe, fend
you falutation for falutation.

Vienna, Jan. 22, 1734.

LETTER IX,
TO THE SAME.

Ar length I have time to write you a few
lines. 1 have been {o bufy, during the Car-
nival, as not to have a moment which I
could call my own. Befides my ufual oc-
cypations, 1 have been obliged, in the great-

eff
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eft hafte, to write an entertainment, which
their Moft Serene Highneffes the Arch-
dutchefles have performed in mufic; and to
inftru@, dire&, and affift them, whlch has
folely abforbed all my time. :

But in truth, it is a pleafure which no
other can equal, to have fuch an opportu-
nity of feeing and admiring the excellent
qualities of thefe auguft Princeffes. I thould
not elfe have believed it poflible to meet with
fuch attention, docility, patience, and gra-
titude. Oh, how many people, of the fix-
teenth rank, have I known, who were not
poffefled of the thoufandth part of the cour-
tefy of thefe incomparable perfonages ! They
have acted and fung like angels, and it was
truly facrilege, that the whole world was not
permitted to admire them; for the feftival
was extremely private, as none but the Vi-
enna ladies of the higheft rank, were able
to obtain admiffion, and even thefe were in
maiks. As a return for inftruéting their
Serene Highnefles, I was prefented with a
gold {nuff-box, of about fourfcore Hungberi
(near 40l.) in weight, but the workmanthip
is of much more value (f). I have

(f) This little dramatic poem was called Le¢ Grazie'
V endicate, {ct by Caldara, and performed by the two Arch-
dutchefles,
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T have given you this account, from well
knowing how much you intereft yourfelf in
what ever concerns me.

My pleafure in the fuccefs of Demofoonte
at Rome, would have been more perfet, if
it had not been imbittered by the difgrace
of poor Ciampi (g), who, however, confider-
ing how much fentences of this kind depend
upon fortune, thould be no more affliéted at
the ill fuccefs of his mufic, than I ought to
be valn of the favourable reception of my
‘poem. ' "Pheatrical matters are fubject to fo
many accidents, that it would be an un-
pardonable tcmerlty to pretend to guard

aoramﬁ them all.
- Vienna, Feb. 26, 1734-

R

LETTER X
TO THE SAME. .

. THE pleafure which you manifeft at. the
gieat fuccefs. of my.Dcmofoonte, pleafes
soe no -lefg-than the circumftance itfelf. 1
fee clearly that you exult as fincerely as if
dutchcﬂ'cs, Maria Terefa, afterwards Emprefs Queen, and
her fifter Marianna, with another Lady of the. Court.

(g) This was not the Ciampi who came to England in

11748, but a more corre® and mafterly compofer. See

H'jd‘ Muyf. vol.-iv. p. 538. ]
1t
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“The pieces written for the celebration of
the birth-days of the Emperor and Emprefs,
were a {pecies of birth-day odes, but always
in a dramatic form, in which the praife was
delicately difguifed, in a fable or allegory.

Our author was ftill in correfpondence
with the printer Betinelli, who had been fo
fuccefsful in publithing his works, that he
became importunate in his folicitations for
every new produétion that came from his
pen. And hearing of a new opera for the
Emperor’s birth-day this year, he prefled
him for a copy, to add to his other works
that were printed at Venice. To this laft
requeft Metaftafio wrote the following an-

fwer.

R

LETTER XL
TO SIGNOR RETINILLI.

THoucH I am convinced that you do me
great honour, whenever you are pleafed to
afk for any of my compofitions, yet {fo nu-
merous are the folicitations which I receive,
on every occafion of a new produlion, that
being wholly unable to fatisfy them all, I
find it moft expedient to comply with none.
As it is lefs inconvenient to be at my eafe

and
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and gain nd friends, than to make enemies
by trouble and fatigue. My dear Betinelli
is fo reafonable, that he will not, I hope,
difpute the retitude, or at leaft, the conve-
nience, of my fentence; and, confequently,
will not think I aét injudicioufly, if I do not
furnith him with the drama he defires.

Of the pieces which I have written this
year, none will be publifhed fo foon as we
thought. That which I have juft finithed, °
will not be acted before St. Charles’s day
(the 4th of Nov.) as the court is lately gone
into mourning for the Prince of Bevern,
coufin to the prefent Emprefs; fo that I

. can fay nothing pofitive on the fubjeét. |

Vienna, O&. 1, 1735,
The opera to which he alludes, was The-
miftocles, which, though fet by Caldara, and
ready for reprefentation, was not exhibited -
till the Carnival of 1736. But while this
was performing, Metaftafio had another tatk
affigned him, the difficulties of which he
frequently related to his friends, many years
after. o
In writing to Betinelli during this time, he
fays: « I fend to you, my ever obliging
friend, a copy of the opera (Achille in Sciro)
VOL. I , M which
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which I have becn obliged to write for the
nuptials of her moft ferene Highnefs, the
Archdutchefs Térefa, in eighteen days and a
half. Three months, which I ufed to allow
myfelf for writing an opera, were never
fufficient to finith it to my mind; imagine
whether it was poflible to fatisfy myfelf
with this.”

To his friend Perroni, he .fends a more
minute account of this precipitate drama.

« I fhall not give you a detail of the ce-
lebration of the auguft nuptials here, lately,
as they are defcribed in all the letters and
news-papers of the time. I fhall only fay,
that I never was {o embarraffed in my life,
as on this occafion. I was commanded to
write an opera in eighteen days and a half:
a thort fpace of time indeed ; for I never al-
lowed myfelf lefs than three months for the
fame kind of work; and 1 ftill tremble at.
the tafk, even though it is performed; how-
ever, it has anfiwered the purpofe ; and my
moft auguft Mafter, as well as the new mar-
riedcouple, and all thecourt,allowing perhaps
for the rifk I ran by fuch precipitation, have
fhewn ‘as much favour to this fpecies of
abortion, as if it had been a regular birth.
- His Serene Highnefs the Duke of Lorrain,

¥4
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in teftimony of approbation, has prefented
me with a ring, formed of one brilliant,
worth four or five hundred Ungberi, accord-
ing to the opinion of the learned in fuch
matters. This is 2 great mark of diftinc-
tion, not only as it exceeds my merit, but
becaufe none of my predeceffors ever re-
ceived any particular gratification on fimilar
occafions (7).’

~ The admirable opera of Ciro Riconofcouto,
was a produétion of this period, and likewife
‘fet by Caldara.

It feems as if 1737 had been a fabatical
year, for our author and his mufe; for none
of his poetical works bear that date, nor do
any of his letters, of that period, appear in
the colle&tion.

In 1738 he produced La pace fra ia Virta,
e la Bellexza, a theatrical piece of one aét,
fet’ by Prediere, for the name-day of the
Archdutchefs Maria Terefa, afterwards Em-
prefs Queen; and I/" Parnafo accufato, e di-
fefo, which was fet by Rentter, and per-
formed by the two Archdutchefles. Thefe

() The Poet related to the author of thefe memoirs,
‘at Vienna, in 1772, his diftrefs, and the manner in which
he extricated himfelf on this occafion. See Prefant State
of Mufic in Germany, &c. vol. i. Art, Vienna.

M2 and
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and many other occafional dramas, though
clegantly written, have not been of that ge-
neral ufe in other parts of Europe, which
fell to the lot of moft of his operas, for want
of more length and charaéters. The fame
of our author having, however, by this
time, been extended to every part of the
globe, where the Italian language and poetry
were underftood, could not fail penetrating
to the city of Afffi; the birth-place of his
father. And we find among the letters of
Metaftafio, written this year, the two fol-
lowing; which will explain themfelves.

LETTER XIL

TO THE MAGISTRATES OF ASSISI.

I smALL not undertake to exprefs to you,
my illuftrious countrymen (£), the effet
which your moft flattering letter has had on
my heart, in which you have been pleafed -
to inform me that T have been admitted to thie

(%) Metaftafio, though born at Rome, calls the inha-
bitants of Affifi his countrymen ; not only, perhaps, from
its being the birth-place of his anceftors, but likewife, a
city belonging to the Roman State,

rank
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rank of nobility among your citizens. The
intrinfic value of {o precious a gift, the un-
folicited liberality with which it has been
beftowed, the public attention in notifying
it, the affurance of my being unanimoufly
honowred with your approbation, are fuch
motives of fatisfaction, gratitude, fenfibility,
and, let me add, of thame for my unwor-
thinefs, as have imprefled me with emotions
that are utterly out of my power to defcribe.
Would to heaven my merjt may ever be
fuch as fhall fufficiently apologife to pofte-
rity for your partiality! It will, at leaft,
be an honourable and powerful ftimulus to
that defire of fame, which I have hitherto
cherifthed ; and render me doubly ambitious,
that the memory of my gratitude may mot
be extinguifthed, even with my life.

Vienna, Nov, 22, 1738,

LETTER XIL
TO SIG, ANGELINI DI ASSISI.

THE aggregation among the noble citi-
zens of Affifi, which was conferred on me
the 15th of Ottober laft, has overpowed me
with confufion, at fo unexpeted and im-
o ' M3 portant
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portant an honour; to which my ambition,
having no foundation in hope, had never
fuffered me to afpire. The obliging ea-
gernefs and zeal with which you have been
pleafed to congratulate me on this occafion,
- fufficiently manifeft the a&ive part yod have
had in procuring me this moft valuable ac-
quifition. I beg you will explain to all
thofe moft worthy counfellors, beginning
with yourfelf, and to all who have approved
of the meafure, what a high fenfe I have of
the honour that has been done me. Deferibe
to them, in the moft refpetful expreffions,
my grateful fenfe of their condefcenfion,
and affure them, feverally, thatno lefs jea-
lous than proud of fo great a diftin&ion, it
will always be my ambition not to difgrace
fo illuftrious a body, to whom I have al-
ready forwarded my public acknowledg-
ments. I entreat you, Sir, to continue to
‘'me your moft valued friendfhip and patron-
age, and to afford me frequent occafions of
manifefting with what regard and efteem I

have the honour to be, &c.
- Vienna, Nov. 28, 1738.

Tt does not appear that our author pro-
duced any other drama in 1739, than 4/
lrea
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trea Placata, of one aét only, fet by Prediere,
for the Emprefs Elizabeth’s birth-day. He
did not,  however, fuffer his mufe to re-
main idle: as it appears by his pofthumous
works, that he tranflated the III. fatire of
Juvenal. Boileau did the fame in 1660,
and Dr. Johnfon in 1738.

¢ Three Poets in three diftant regions born,
« France, Italy, and England did adorn.”

Metaftafio, like our Dryden, tranflated
clofely ; pointing, like the original author,
all the fatire againft the city of Rome; but
Boileau applied it to Paris; and Johnfon to
Lonpon. Metaftafio, the fame year, tranf-
lated the VI. fatire of Horace; not in verf
feiolti, or blank verfe, which he had made
ufe of for Juvenal; but in Terza Rima, the
meafure of Dante.

Few of his letters of this year are pre-
ferved, except that to his father, which has
been already inferted, and one to Betinelli,
of no great confequence.

In 1740, however, he was lefs in-
altive, or his dramatic mufe more propi-
tious. For befides the opera of Zewobia,
which was fet by Caldara ; and the oratorio
of Ifacco, by Prediere, he wrote I} natal di

M 4 Giove,
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Giove, a drama of one att, fet by Bonno (/),
and a canzonet for a dance of Ruftics,
which was performed in the Imperial court,
to mufic of Bonno, the laft Sunday in the
Carnival of this year, by their Royal High-
"nefles the two Archdutcheffes of Auﬁria_,
Mary Terefa, and Marianne, and the la-
dies of their court. He likewife wrote, this
year, the opera of Attilio Regolo for the birth-
day of the Emperor Charles VI.; but that
Prince dying before it had been reprefented,
it was laid afide, and not performed, till
1750, when it was fet by Hafle, for the
court of Drefden. ’ -

Our author laments the the death of his
Imperial Patron, with great fenfibility, in

—

LETTER XIV,
10 a FRIEND.

YESTERDAY, at half an hour paft one
o’clock, my moft Auguft Mafter, Charles
VI. breathed his laft. "I need fay no more,
to convince you of my extreme aﬁlié’tion;

(J) Of this compofer we fhall have further occafion to
fpeak hereafter. - I
The
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The laft days of his preeious life have made
us know the weight of our misfortune, as
there was not a moment in which he did
" not give teftimonies of his piety, fortitude,
and affeftion, for his people. He fulfilled
to the laft moment, the part of a Prince and
a,Hcfo. ~ My tears, which have never been
more juftly fhed, prevent me from length-
ening this letter. I am fo opprefled with
the view of this public calamity, that, as
yet, I am unable to examine the circum-
ftances of my own. His illnefs, which was
an inflamation in his ftomach, but ill un-
derftood by his phyficians, lafted feven days
and fome hours. I beg of you to implore
the Supreme Being to grant me that firm-
‘nefs, which, at prefent, I fo deplorably
want (m).

Before this event happened, Metaftafio
wrote to Betinelli in a more gay humour.

(m) There is no date to this letter: it may therefore be
neceflary to remind the reader, that the Emperor Charles
VL father of the late Emprefs Queen, was born in 1685,
declared King of Spain by his father in 1703, crowned
Ewperor of Germany 1711, and died in O&ober, 1740.

LET-
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LETTER XV.

You forget me, my dear Bettinelli; and
1, in revenge, am determined to remember
you. In my laft letter, I fent you a {mall
bill of exchange, defiring you to give me
. advice of its fafe arrival, and to tell me
. whether the printing the works of Guarini
goes on, as I am a fubfcriber. But you
have done neither one nor the other; and
yet I fend you my Jfaac, which was fung
lat Tuefday in the Imperial Chapel. I
hope to difturb your fleep, and to deferve to
be favoured, in return, with your com-
‘mands. Vienna, April 15, 1740

But in the beginning of the next year, he
wrote to him in a very different difpofition.

LETTER XVL

Your pathetic and obliging letter, my
dear Betinelli, is an ingenious reproach for
my filence. I confefs to you, that unlefs
driven to-it by neceffity, it is with great
difficulty that I can bring myfelf to ufe the
pen.  An employment which, though ufeful

Co - in
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in civil life, I can follow at prefent to little
purpofe. There was no myftery in my fi-
lence. My mclancholy ina@ion has de-
prived me of the means of fending you, as
ufual, my new produétions. The lofs of
‘my Patron has made me almoft forget my-
felf, as well as others. The completion of
the new edition of Greek and Roman Claf«
fics, has broke the only thread by which our
correfpondence was held together ; and yet
you wonder that I have ceafed to write?
However, 1 thank you for complaining,
which I regard as a teftimony of your
friendthip ; and I affure you, that I am not
in the leaft -changed with refpe&t to my
efteem for you; and I promife to give you
proofs of it, whenever opportunity offers. In
order that this létter may not be wholly
~ without fome little matter of bufinefs, I beg
that you will fend me, by the firft opportu-
nity, a copy of the additions to my works
which you have printed ; in"which are con-
tained 4ffrea, Placata, and 1l Sogno di Scipi-
. one. At the fame time, inform me of the
price, and believe me to be invariably
yours. Vienna, March 18, 1741.

END OF THE FOURTH SECTION.
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SECTION V.

THE deceafe of Metaftafio’s Imperial Pa-
tron Charles VI. which was occafioned by
the poifon, or indigeftion, of mufhrooms, at
the age of fifty-five, proved a calamity to all
Europe, by the general war: which imme-
diately followed. This Prince, the fifth fon
of the Emperor I.eopold, had fucceeded his
brother, the Emperor Jofeph, in 17113 and
dying without male iffue, his eldeft daughter,
Maria Terefa, fucceeded him, as Queen of
Hungary and Bohemia ; but her confort, the
Duke of I.orrain, and afterwards, Grand
Duke of Tufcany, was at this time an un-
fuccefsful candidate for the Empire, which
was obtained by the French arms and in-
- trigues, for the Duke of Bavaria, by the
name of Charles VII. His predeceflor had
not been dead two months, before the King
of Pruffia invaded Silefia. In January 1741,
Charles VII. was eleted Emperor. At
the fame time, the Queen of Hungary was
obliged to quit Vienna, which was threat-
ened with a fiege, and throw herfelf into the
arms
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arms of her hereditary fubjeéts at Prefburg.
This war continuing in Germany, and the
reft of Europe, with various fuccefs, till the
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, afforded the Royal
Miftrefs of Metaftafio and her court, little
opportunity, or appetite, for being amufed by
the peaceful arts of poetry and mulfic.

Upon the death of the Emperor Charles
VII. after a moft turbulent and unhappy
reign of four years, her Confort the Grand
Duke of Tufcany, was ele¢ted Emperor,
in 1745, by the title of Francis the Firft;
but the war ftill continuing, the Imperial
Laureate was feldom called upon to exercife
his talents. ]

The only proof remaining of his com-
merce with the Mufes in 1741, is L’ Amor
Prigioniero, a little drama fet by Reutter, for
a private performance at court, confifting
only of two charaéters, and one {cene.  For
~ the year 1742, there is a total blank. And

in 1743, he {feems only to have produced I/
~ «vero omaggio, a thort poetical dialogue fet to
mufic by Bonno, and fung on the birth-day
of the Arch-duke Jofeph, the late. Em-
peror.

However, fortune became now fomewhat
‘lefs adverfe to the Auftrians, than the two

3 ' preceding
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ceding years, and accordmo to Metaftafio’s
Vienna was not without its amufcmcnts
during the Carnival.

LETTER L

TO THE MARQUIS CHARLES CAVALLI,
di RAVENNA.

How can I fufficiently thank you, my
dear Marquis, for the matchlefs kindnefs
with which you have been pleafed to honour
me, in a teftimony of your remembrance,
fo unexpetted, yet ardently defired? Indeed
.there was occafion for a medicine no lefs
efficacious, to alleviate my affli¢tion at the
diftance between us. Iam extremely pleafed
to hear that you have found in Ravenna fuch
a confiderable number of true lovers of lite-
rature. The commerce with fuch people,
muft furnith you with agreeable amufe-
ment ; and your cultivated and happy talents
will be in no want of a ftimulus or a

theatre.
" Here every one is immerfed in the plea-

fures of the Carnival. The Plays, Games,
Balls, Ridottos, and Maquerades, are innu-
merable ; and though, from my natural dif-

| | pofition,
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q

pofition, fituation, and circumftances, I am

unable to partake of them, I neverthelefs

rejoice in the joy of others. Divert yourfelf

in our charming Italy, and in fome intervals

of your happinefs, remember that I am with
the moft fincere and refpetfal efteem, &c.

' . Vienna, Jan. 5, 1743-

In 1744, we find two Operas, and one
little Drama of his writing, but very few
letters. The Operas were IPERMESTRA,
written by command, and fet by Hafle, for
Vienna (#), and ANTIGONO, written for the
Court of Drefden, and likewife fet by Haffe.
It is the only drama which he feems to have
produced for any other theatre than that of
Vienna, fince his appointment to the Im-
perial Laureatthip. Ipermefira was fet the
fame year by Bertoni for Venice, at a very
early period of his life. The beautiful little
Drama, entitled Lz Danza, confifting only
of one {cene, fet by Bonno, was performed

.(#) The Poet himfelf told me, that IPERMESTRA was
written upon very fhort notice, to be performed, at firft,
in psivate, at Court, by great Perfonages; but, it was foon
after publicly reprefented by profefled Muficians, in cele-
bration of the Nuptials of an Archdutchefs, with Prince
Charles of Lorrain. See above, p. 115. and Germ. Toar.
Art, Vienna, S
' IS S by
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by a gentleman and lady, of the' Court of
Vienna. Two letters to his father, and one
to the Abate Pafquini, at that time the
Italian dramatic Poet in the fervice of the
Court of Drefden, are all the letters of thls
year that have been preferved.

The Abate Pafquini, had been recom-
mended to the Court of Drefden, by Meta-
ftafio ; whoappears, by the letters, which he
addreffed to this Poet, to have interefted
himfelf much in his fuccefs. The cor-
refpondence continued to the time of Paf-
quini’s death, in 1763. The following is
the firft letter to him, that has been pre-
ferved.

LETTER., IL

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI, in DRESDEN.

AND is the tender condcience of my dear
Abate Pafquini, at length touched! If this
had happened towards Eafter, I fhould have
had a penitential fermon, to have thanked
you for; but arriving in all the fervor and’
gaiety of the Carnival, it is truly an exquifite
morfel, fo much the more delicious, as it

was wholly unexpeéted. But to have done
~ with
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with my fooleries, 1 beg of you, ferioufly,

not to imagine that I was fo unreafonable, as

to think our friendthip affefted, in the leaft,

by your long and obftinate filence. I know

your hurry dnd impetuofity, and have a

thoufand times forgot the tempeft of my:

own affairs, in thinking of thofe in which my

friend was involved. But your prefent tran-

quillity may compenfate for all your former

agitdtion. It affords me the moft heart-felt

pleafure, and I fincerely affure you, that

few events could happen which could give -
me equal delight. Your zealous affiftance

to' my poor Antigono, has infinitely more

obliged than furprifed me. I expeted no.
lefs from the goodnefs of your heart, the
probity of which I am proud of having al-

ways had difcernment fufficient to diftin-

guifh, through thofe little vapours from the

_trembling fountain, which have fometimes
made you doubt of my friendthip. When

you begin again' to touch the Lyre, I beg

you will not forget me. But you muft not .

think me fuch a precious coxcomb, as to ac-

cept the poetical fupremacy to which your

friendfhip would wifh to eleét me, -

It is your generofity that has made me

* the hero of one of your difcourfes, of which
VOL. L N ~ the
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the fruit is common to both; and I know
- better than you, that your happy talents are
equal to any flight, if not fepr;éffed from
time to time, by the little confidence you
have in- your own powers: |an infirmity,
however, for thchI vamly feek a remedy
myfelf.

Oh, how much I envy you the company
of Signor Haﬁ'c, and Signora Fauftina, his
confort ! they are truly an exquifite couple;
embrace them both for me, and affure them,
that they cannot beftow on me a more teni-
der affeftion, than that which I have con-
ccived jfor them. But in executing this
commiffion, do not forget how much I love,
efteem, and fincerely ‘with to ferve you:

Viemtia, Feb. 15, 1744.
it a——

Our author’s poetical produétions in 1746,
. confift only of his two beautiful Canzonettg,
LA PARTENZA, and LA PALINGDIA A NICE,
thirteen yeats after he' had fo pioufly and
elegantly thanked the gods for difcovering
to him her mﬁdelmcs, in - hlS Grazie agl
inganni tuoi.

No letter of 1745, or of 1746 feems to
have beén prefcrvcd exccpt the followmu

LET-



€ 179 )

LETTER MHL

TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI, SECRETARY OF
THE UNIVESITY OF TURIN.

NoTHING lefs than the powerful efficacy
of my moft refpeéted friend, the Marquis of
Ormea, was neceffary to obtain for me an
excellent and long wifhed-for letter from the
ungrateful, forgetful, inhuman, and yet,
_ notwithftanding all that, the moft amiable
Signor Filipponi. I have negleéted no occa-
» fion of seminding him of our friendfhip;
I even had recourfe to the friars, in order
to procure a reciprocal return; but all in
vain. I muft confefs, that, fometimes,
tranfported by mingled anger and affecion,
I have hardly been able to refrain from
breaking with him, and calling him by the
injurious names of Anthropophagus, Tro-
glodite, Leftrigon, and Pandour. Nor do
I know to what excefs' I thould at length
have been tranfported, if your letter had not
opportunely arrived, to appeafe my irrafci-
‘bility.

But it has not onlyappeafed, it has awaken-
¢d in my mind, a croud of delightful me-

' N2 - mentos
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mentos of laughable adventures, at {chool,
in our walks, chats, difputes, and feftivities ;-
the Vomero, chiaja, Giulia Street, Porto del
popolo, and innumerable other places. It
has penetrated the moft hidden, and feeling
parts of my heart, and rekindled the very
ancient flame of tender friendfhip. But'as
there is no {weet, in this life, unmixed with
bitter, fo the unfamiliar and formal ftyle
with which you addrefs me, in‘the third per-
fon, as if the dignity of fecretary of a royal
univerfity, or of Imperial Laureate, could
prevail over that of friendthip, has deprived
me of no fmall portion of the pleaftre which
your letter would otherwife have given me.
I hope you fincerely repent of this at your -
heart, and have made a vow never again to
be guilty of fuch facrilege ; and taking this
for granted, - for this once I forgive you.

I have no doubt of the intereft which you
take in the honourable circumftances of for- -
tune, to which, according to my moderate
expettations, I have found no difficulty in
limiting my defires ; and am .grateful for it,
as well as for the reputation to which the
number of my friends has more contributed,
than the weight of my merit. And affure
yourfelf, that I am equally delighted with

theg
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~ the juftice that has been rendered to you,
. by fo enlightened, glorious, and univerfally
admired a Prince, as the -fovereign into
whofe fervice you have been received. A fate
the more enviable, as every day convinces
us more and more, that Prophets are feldom
honoured in their own country.

It is moft ¢ertain, that I ardently with to
make an excurfion to Turin, when the
public tranquillity for -which we fo much
figh, and my moft auguft Princes, will per-
mit ; chiefly to have it to boaft, that I have
feen and venerated a Monarch, who by the
unanimous confent of all Europe, has com-
" bined the qualities of King, Soldier, Citizen,
and Father; and I fhall certainly do it
{ometime or other, and avail myfelf of your
.moft obliging offers, of which I have a due
fenfe, as well as of thofe of our moft worthy
Marquis of Ormea, to.whom I hold myfelf
previouily engaged. Befides the qualities of
heart and mind, in which nature has been
prodigal to this noble friend, and the many
others for which he is indebted to education
and experience, there are public titles which,
have no lefs claims to my refpeét and affec-
tion, than to the univerfal efteem and love
‘which he has acquired in this Court. It is
] N3 impoffible
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impoflible for me to explain 41l the private
obligations for which he is intitled to my
reverence and gratitude. Hence I hope
you will not exact from me a compliance,
which would render me lefs worthy of yeur
friendthip.

But my letter is already of a length fuffi-
cient to punifh you for your long filence: I-
begin to have compaffion upon you ; and fo,
not to wear you out entirely, as, -on account
of your being a married man it might preju-
dice a third perfon, I embrace you tenderly;

‘and beg of you to preferve your health for
my fake, and to believe me invariably

yours. :
Vienna, March §, 1746.

e —

“This correfpondence continued, with great
affeftion till 1775.

In 1747, ‘were written the three follow-
ing letters.

'

LETTER IV,
- 'TO sIGNog FILIPPONI.

It is fometime fince I began to make ufe
of the recipe which you were fo kind as to
: commu-
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communicate to me in your letter of the
21ft of January; though, hitherto, with
- little fuccefs. I have therefore difconti-
nued taking it for a {fhort time, to avoid be-
ing thought capricious, obftinate, and a dif-
grace to the whole venerable faculty of me-
dicine, as well as to myfelf. Hence the
prefcription furnithes me with more grati-
tude than hope. If you fhould have a {fmall
portion of patience to fpare, pray communi-
cate it to me, as that is the fole pharmacy I
want to enable me to fupport expectation
from time, which is {o alert an enemy, and
{o flow a benefattor.
You exult at our fituation in Italy, and
I perhaps-from an hypocondriac habit, can
‘neither think of it with joy nor tranquillity.
I fee no caufe for triumph at Genoa nor on
the Var. Neither am I convinced that we
~ have nothing to fear in Provence and Na-
ples; I know not what we can hope from
maritime affiftance; nor do I know what
«to with,as tothe limitations.or extenfion of our
enterprife. In fhort, I know fo little, that
in this abyfs of ignorance, I have refolved
4o be carried down into the hold of this moft
-agitated bark, of which I am on.board; and
when the fterm .is over, if it.thould pleafe
Ng = God
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God to put an end to it during my life, I fhall
raife my head, and cry out, where are we?

1 thank you for the partial judgment
which you have paflfed on my Antigono, and
Ipermefira. I was obliged to write the latter
in eighteen days, by a royal command; fo
that I had hardly time fufficient allowed me
for tranfcribing it. As to the cantata, which
begins with Giufti Dei Che fara, it has no other
meaning, than the words naturally imply, on
firft reading : which fay; that the praifes of
our Auguft Princefs are too great a fubjeét
for me ; that having been too daring in at-
tempting it, heaven has punifhed my pre-
fumption, by rendering my lyre difobedient
to my will, and that I fee my error and fue
for pardon. I fhould be glad to know what
thefe words could poffibly mean, if not this.
But what a difficult tatk it is to compofe
verfes.many times every year on a Princefs,
who, though fhe merits fuch high praife,
will not hear 1t ?

I fhall receive, with the utmoft pleafure,
.at your convenience, the two tragedies which
you fay you have written; and have no ,
doubt of their merit, from the long com-

"merce which you have conftantly had with
the mufes and their favourites. 4
' - 'Ibeg
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I beg my refpeéis to your furfeited prieftefs,
to whom I fend my withes in blank, fince
my former were fo unfuccefsful.” Your
moft worthy count Canale thanks and fa-
lutes you; and, embracing you tenderly, I

am as ufual.
Vienna, Feb. 18, 1747.

LETTER W

TO THE SAME.

I CONGRATULATE you, in the firft place, .
on the magnificent’ and couragious fenti-
ments, with which your moft agreeable
letter of the 18th of March is filled. I ad-
mire your {overeign contempt of the enemy;
your paternal confidencein our allies enchants
me; your high refpeét for our forces and coun-

‘cils gives me confolation ; and, in fhort, I
envy and admire that firm and intrepid tran-
quillity of mind, which I did not think fub-
fifted on earth; but which I find refides thus
undifturbed in the ferene breaft of my dear
Filipponi. May God increafe and fortify
thefe gifts, and grant fome little portion of
their influence to my feeble and diminutive

‘ foul,
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foul, which, remembering the paft, and di-
fatisfied with the prefent, is unable to ima-
gine any thing good for the future To our
Marquis Ormea, bold and animated thoughts
of right belong ; they are the patrimony of °
his military profeflion, which he exercifes
with fo much henour ; but to me, born and
bred, in a manner under the petticoats of
the poor pufilanimous mufes, who are in-
deed no better than little weak women,
doubts are more natural; and fome, who
only examine the outfide of things, call this
prudence, while others term it timidity.
The Marquis of Ormea and Count Brown,
as well as yourfelf, do the author of -the lit-
tle fable of the Ballerine too much honour,
by your contempt. How is it paffible to
-efcape the foolith loquacity of impertinent
people ! Perhaps fome equrvogue has given
birth to this nonfenfe, without any evil in- -
* gention ; and to the ufual credulity and rage
for exaggeration and the wonderful, all the
attention:-which the public has beftowed upgn
& :may be imputed. But whatever opinion
the -world:may have of it, pray let it circulate
dnpeace:and-quict ; for when we arrive at a
Sertain age, the :wild ftories of our youthful
ﬂgmshmtdxfpleafe us, though apocryphal.
Co I have
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I have juft received letters from Rome
and Naples, with interrogations concerning
the romance of La Ballerina. And 1 begin
myfelf to be curious to know whence this
fable, without head or tail, or even the
leaft foundation, could poffibly have its
origin. ,

Vienna, April 22, 1747,

LETTER VI
TO THE SAME.

As it is impoffible to reconcile your cou-
rage with my cowardice, concerning political
prefages, I fhall follow the ad.vme given in
your laft, and freight.my letters with other
merchandize. Not, however, without fome
" inward malignity of felf-complacence, for
‘having communicated to you a little of my
own' vice of defpondency, inftead of .con=
tracting, myfelf, fome tinéture of your forti-
tude. At leaft (but I do not expeét you to
confefs it) your being the firft to relinquith
your qpinion, does not flatter my vanity a
little. But let us not triumph in matters
concerning which we thould be glad to be

4 " vanquithed.

4

~



( 188 )

vanquithed.—My Attilio Regolo fleeps ; and
I cannot prevail on myfelf, in the prefent
languid ftate of my health, to fet about
making the fmall additions to the laft fcene,
which are ftill wanting, without being forced
to it. If my health is better next year, I

thall think of it. .
Vienna, June 14, 1747.

R ——

LETTER VI

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI.

IF your letter of the 4th inftant had been
delivered to me without date, without fig-
nature, and written in a ftrange hand, I
thould ftill inftantly have recognized in it
my dear Pafquini. That impetuofity, in-
dignation, force of expreffion, and con-
tempt, are unequivocal traits of charalter.
And is-it pofiible, after fo many years of
public concubinage with the mufes, you
thould be furprifed to find, that it is the fate

. of all works of genius, to be expofed to ca-
pricious cenfure, without examination? Do
you not know, that every one is proud of his
own fagacity, though obliged to confefs that
be has no fcience ?

-_

Can



( 139 )

~Can you forget what has been “faid of
Homer and Virgil? Are the Pamphili and
Maevii of Horace out.of your memory ? Does
" not what happened in the Roman theatre,
to Lelius and Scipio, confole you? Does
the abufe of Taffo, by the barbers of Flo-
rence, appear trifling to you? Have not you
afferted to me a thoufand times, notwith-
ftanding all I could fay to you, that on cer-
tain occafions you have exhaufted all your
impatient friendthip, in tranfports of true
Pafquinian paffion in my defence? What
-new ideas then have entered your head?
Would you be the only one of all the poeti-
cal family in whom there thould be no.caufe
for  ridicule? That would be too proud.
Do you wifh never to be the fubjet of con-
verfation? That would be too modeft, and
but ill underftanding your own intereft. The
correfpondence between authors and the pub-
lic, is like that of lovers, among whom the
moft fatal fymptom is not anger, but neglect.
For my own part, after long experience, I
have found no better method of treating
critics, than 20 profit by their remarks, if good,
and laugh at them, if bad : and always afpiring
at perfection, tg let the reft rail till they are
- tired. ,
1do
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I do #ot mean to propofe myfelf as a mo-
del, but the recipe has been fuccefsfully
tried. Appeafe therefore thefe tumults, I
entreat you: let the mind recover its true
tone, and let us fpeak of the Genersfa Spar-
tana. 1am proudof the gift, no lefs for its
own merit, than as a teftimony of your re-
membrance. I have already twice perufed
it with attention. And now, with your
good leave, 1 fhall give you my fincere opi~
- nion of it. » '

I find the verfe round and’ flowing; the
ftyle as ornate, and poetical, as belongs to
dramatic compofition ; and the places very
few in which the bow feems fomewhat re:
laxed, and where I fhould have withed for
more ftrength. But for this we have a paf-
fage in Horace, verum opere longo_fas ¢ft obre.
pere fomnum. There is a fufficient number
of fine thoughts, and folid fentiments, with-
out pedantry, no lefs acutely conceived, than
luminoufly produced. The airs are all har-
monious and happy. In thort, repeating
what I have told you a thoufand times, I do
not find many at, prefent, who, in this poeti-
cal faculty, pleafe me more than yourfelf.
But, after long ufe, you are certainly not
ignorant how faftidious and difficult I am

' become 3
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become ; hence it will not appear ftrange,’
if I preferve my chara&ter with a friend who
withes me to be fincere.

I therefore confefs to you, freely, that I
thould have wifhed more defign throughout
your opera. Or, to explain myfelf more
clearly, that the principles and paffions you
propofed to introduce, were better eftablithed.
The audience cannot intereft themfelves, as
you would with, in the dgitations of your
perfonages, becaufe there is not fufficient
time allowed to render them either hateful
or amiable. 'If the mind of a fpetator is
removed from its ufual temperament and
tranquillity, the intereft does not continue
long enough ta be remembered in the next
fcene : {o that it becomes torpid and unwill-
ing to be pleafed, even to thatdegereof naufea
which foon comes on for thofe very beauties,
which, otherwife, might fuccefsfully have
folicited and feduced. And thofe who are
not initiated in the myfteries of poetry, feel-
ing themfelves tired, without knowing the
caufe, frequently lay the blame on what is
worthy of praife ; exaétly as a fick child un-
able to point out the fuffering part whence
its pain had its beginning, either miftakes one
place for another, or complains of all alike.
| : This
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This is my opinion, yet not given as a
law—but who will dare decide pofitively in
thefe matters ?

Defire the critics themfelves to name you
a perfeét Archetype. I know not how to
fuggeft any one to you, except that of my
. friendthip, of which I have given you no
flight {pecimen, in the dangerous fincerity
with which I have now ventured to write
you my fentiments.

Receive it kindly ; return it: love me,
and believe that I am, &c.

Vienna, July 22, 1747.

This letter may ferve as a fpecimen of the
urbanity, yet franknefs, with which he played
the critic, in examining the works of his moft
intimate friends. This correfpondence with
Pafquini, the Drefden Laureate, will be re-
fumed, occafionally, in chronological order.

END OF THE FIFTH SECTION.'

SECTION



SECTION VL

WE are now arrived at a very interefting
period in the correfpondence of Metaftafio,
to the lovers of poetry and mufic, when a
conftant literary intercourfe with the cele-
brated FARINELLI began, which continued
to the end of both their lives. Farinelli’s
wonderful profeflional abilities have been fo
amply celebrated lately, that nothing need
be faid in-addition to former accounts (o).
But the permanence of friendfhip between
him and Metaftafio, which: continued fifty
years after they were feparated, and efta-
blithed in the fervice of different Monarchs,
in the two moft remote capitals of Europe,
deferves fome record.

It has alrecady been mentioned in thefe
Memoirs, that the poet and mufician were
nearly of the fame age, and began their
public career in the city of Naples, at the

(o) Ital, Toury and Hifto Muf. vol. iv.
VoL, 1. o fame
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fame period of time: Farinelli baving per-
formed there in the Serenata of Angelica,
written by Metaftafio in 1723, and in his
opera of Didone, in 1724.

The fuccefs with which their feveral ta-
lents were crowned in thefe early efforts, and
a happy coincidence of temper and difpofi-
tion, which each found in the other, of thofe
~ virtues and qualities which he moft loved,
admired, and praétifed, through life, cement-
ed affetion and rivetted their hearts, beyond
the power of time or accident to fever.

It will appear through the whole corref-
pondence which has been preferved, that
they regarded each other as Twisnms of public
favour, brought to light at the fame &irzb,
and united in one common intereft. Metaf-
tafio never envied the applaufe of the finger,
nor imagined his poetry injured by his too
florid ftyle of finging, though the fame of Fa-
rinellifeems to have been built more upon the
extraordinary compafs of his voice, and pow-
ers of execution, than upon his fine acting or
tender expreffion. And fuch was his frater-
nal affetion and partiality for his Caro Ge-
mello, that he afterwards appears {o entirely to
have overlooked or forgotten the want of
fimplicity, aétion, and pathos in his finging,

’ as
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as feverely to cenfure younger performers,
for thefe defefts, in his letters to Farinelli
himfelf.

Mufical readers need not be reminded, that
Farinelli, after finging with unrivalled ap-
plaufe in the principal lyric theatres of Eu-
rope, came into England in the year 1733;
and after performing there four fucceffive fea-
fons, and engaging for a fifth, was invited to
Spain in 1737, when his voice having been
found to have the fame effet on the diforder
of the Spanith Monarch, Philip V. as the
harp of David upon the evil fpirit of King
Saul, he was retained in the fervice of that
+ court, and a penfion fettled on him for life,
of £.3000 fterling a year, upon condition
that he never fung again on a public ftage.
And in order to elevate him toa rank wor-
thy of attending a'fovereign in’ his private
hours, he was honoured with the orders of
St. Jago and Calatrava. In 1746 his royal
patron Philip V. died; but his court favour
continued under that monarch’s fucceffor
with equal {fplendor. The firft letter to Fa-
rinelli which has been inferted in the literary
eorrefpondence of Metaftafio, is in anfwer to
one from that celebrated finger, of July 2d,

‘ 02 1747,



"

( 196 )

1747, about a year after the new monarch
of Spain had afcended the throne.

LETTER L

TO THE CAVALIERE-CARLO BROSCHI DETT®O
FARINELLI.

Your moft agreeable, but thort, letter, con-
cerning my infatiable thirft for talking with
you in the beft manner which fuch an enor-
mous diftance will admit, was long enough
to convince me of the place I hold in your
heart: for without that circumftance, you
certainly would not have facrificed even fo
much time and labour. The convenience,
civility, politenefs, and the other common
ties of fociety, are not ufed to infpire fuch
patience. This proof therefore of tender
friendfhip, added to ancient teftimonies and
new proteftations, render me fo fecure of i it,

that I fhould have doubted of any thing

ioner than of your affetion. This alone

would have been fufficient to make me love
you, in return; you know by long experience,
che amore a nullo amar perdona (p). Now your

(?) That love allows nothing beloved to love another.
merit,
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merit, which has rendered you as amiable as
fingular,is anaccumulation of powerful effeéts.

The confidence with which you fpeak to
me of your affairs; the cordiality of vour of-
fer to redrefs mine; the tender anxiety which
you manifeft for my health; the inftruc-
tion and expedients which you fuggeft; the
defcriptions of my misfortunes, and the pro-
tection which you procure me from thofe il-
luftrious nymphs * :—in fhort, your generous
idea is {o much to my palate, as greatly en-
courages hope: unite then all thefe circum-
ftances, and tell me who is the arithmetician
that is able to enumerate the produét. I
can exprefs myfelf no better than by telling
you, that I love you as Farinelli deferves to
be loved. )

It is impoffible for the defcription which
you have fent me of your malady, and being
let blood, as well as of the French furgeon,
and. Lombardo the phyfician, to be more
lively, and full of wit. 1 have oft¢n laughed.
at the humour with which you have feafoned
a narration, tragic in itfelf: Would to hea-
ven the ardent withes of all perfons of tafte

» L'adies at the court of Madrid, whofe influence was
promifed in favour of Metaftafio’s Sicilian claims; but
syhofe names have been concealed.

93 and
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and delicacy in Europe were gratified; and
that all your hypochondriac complaints were
entirely {fubdued! fhew me a good example,
as you have already a bad one, and I will
try to follow it. '

Your mufic to my Nice is worthy of you.
Its merit begins by the touching tones of the
flute, and encreafes to the noble fimplicity
which belongs to fuch compofitions. -I rea-
dily give way to you, or rather am proud of
being vanquifhed by you: and who would
be athamed of being furpafled in mufic by
my incomparable Farinelli? I have been no
lefs enchanted with the fetting of the little
dedication: /¢ mi dar*. But in this laft you
have a little forgotten that nature is notla-
vith of Farinelli’s, and that the execution of
this mufic, in order to have all its effe&, re-
quires the excellence of itscompofer. Though
I am no mufician, further than is neceffary
to a Poet, I comprehend your intention, and
try hard to fecond it. But fpiritus promptus
eff, caro autem infirma. Let us underftand
one another: I'fpeak of my voice; let no

* To what this alludes does not appear, it is not the in-

itial verfe of ahy fong in Metaftafio’s works that [ have
becn ablc o find.

equivoque
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equivoque enter your head injurious to my
faith. | ' ,

Oh my dear Farinelli, what agitation,
tumult, and ftorms have you awakened in my
mind, by confiding to me the great, though
unmerited fortune of my Nice/ You, who
know the vanity of pdets, conceal no circum-
ftance from me which can exalt it to its
higheft elevation. In fhort, I perceive very
plainly the malignant pleafure you take in
turning my head, and feeing how T am agi-
tated between pride and confufion; felf com-
placence and envy. Oh happy Nice/ who
could have imagined that I thould ever have
envied thy fate? with what veneration ought
I not to regard thee in future.

You believe me 1n great danger here from
the charms of fome tranquil Teutonic Beau-
ty. Oh how miftaken you are! Here love
and hatred never difturb the fleep of any
mortal: here the body cares very little for
the affairs of the mind: at night yon may
be a favourite, and in the morning unknown.
Eagernefs, agitation, folicitudc,., little quar-
rels, reconciliations, gratitude, vengeance,
the language of the eyes, the eloquence of
filence, 1n fthort whatever can give pleafure
or pain in the delicate commerce of fouls,

| ' 04 1s
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is terra incognita, or thought ridiculous and
fit only for the embellifhment of romances,
It is incredible to what a pitch of indolernce
the placid nymphs of this place are arrived.
I fhould defpair of finding one that would re-
linquith a game at Piguet for the lofs or
death of her deareft lover. There are ma-
ny who would think the turning afide from
their fampler among the moft myfterious ex-
cefles of genius. And you fear for my tran-
quillity? Make yourfclf eafy. I run no rik.
Affure the moft benign lady, who, without
my having deferved her compaffjon, gene-
roufly interefts herfelf in my fuppofed danger,
that I am fafe. Exprefs to her likewife my
moft humble and grateful fentiments for the

+ patronage with which fhe honours my writ-

ings. Tell her that the noble picture which
you have been pleafed to draw ef her, has
rendered me more fenfible to the cold of the
north, where no fuch plants ever bloffom,
You, in fhort, were born when the moon
was increafing, all thrives to your with. It
is neceffary to be a Farinelli, a friend, and a
twin brother, not to be envied by me.

" From this franknefs, which I fhould not
have ufed to any but yourfelf, it. is eafy for
you to imagine whether I could poffibly have -
' regarded
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regarded you as my voluntary rival, in the
office of treafurer of Cofenza. The notice
* which your brother had obtained of it, was
neither from me, nor exaé in itfelf: and if
it had, I thould never have attributed the
fault to my dear Farinelli, who loves me too
well, and who thinks tco nobly. I'have men-
tioned it, becaufe we are eager to fpeak of
what gives us pain. And how can I refrain
from vexation, my dear friend, to fee myfelf
{tript in this manner, without any crime, of
all the fruits of my poor labours ; of all my
hopes, and of all fupport for my old age!?
Do you with to know the extent of my mis-
fortunes? Hear, and pity me.

Charles VI. as a reward for my long
{ervices, and fo fupply my unpaid falary,
granted me a thoufand crowns in Sicily, -
on a bithoprick or benefice in that king-
dom. But all the Bithops, Abbots, and
beneficial Clergy, became, from that time,
immortal: and the kingdom was loft before
I had received a penny. The treafurerthip
of Cofenza in Calabria becoming vacant,

. and my auguft patron remembering my ar-
rears, deftined it for me: I took pofleflion,
{pent more than 8oo ducats of my own mo--

;z(y; in fees and other expences; but before 1
‘ ' had
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had begun to reap the firft crop, the armed Spa-
niards entered the kingdom, and I remained
with my patent in my hard, ready for curling
my hair, or folding up fugar-plumbs. My
prefent moft clement fovereign (¢), is obliged,
by the circum{tances of the times, to diminifh
the falaries of her fervants; but in order to
compenfate this diminution, as well as to con-
fole me for my former loffes, the has affigned
me 1,500 florins, and not a Canonicate, in Mi-
lan. Five years have elapfed fince this favour
was promifed, but a thoufand impediments
have intervened, which I have not under-
itood, even while I have experienced their ef-
fects. Now -what do you think of all this?
Is not minc an afflicting cafe? Yet I exagge-
rate nothing. After fifteen years fervice,
not indeed from the fault of my patrons, but
- of my enemy Fortune, I am in a worfe ftate,
than when T left my country.

From this faithful narrative, you may
eafily imagine what confidence I plaée in
you: a confidence which I owe in re-
turn for yours. How can Iever fufficiently
thank you for the affeftionate and zea-
lous manner with which you have offered

(¢) The Emprefs Queen, impoverithed by a feven
years’ War. ‘
' to
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to put me in a way to bring this unfortu~
nate bufinefs to a bappy determination? 1 re-
cognife in thefe uncommon teftimonies of.
friendfhip, the heart of my Farinelli: and I
am proud of my fagacity for having faid a
thoufand times, that in you, all was harmo-
ny, all.of the fame degreé of excellence. I
am already as much your debtor, from the
eagernefs which you have manifefted to
- ferve me, as if you had been fuccefsful: be-
caufe the reafons for being obliged, depend
more upon the exertions than the event.
To furnifh you with {fome authentic docu-
ments, I enclofe a folemn certificate from the
Jecretary of the fupreme counfel for Italy; alfo
the conceffion of the treafurerfbip: as well as
the difpatches by which the appointment was
then notified at Naples.. My pofleffion in
Naples will be proved the inftant you re-
quireit. Iwill appoint a perfon in the beau-
tiful Parthenope () who fhall affift, when
and where you pleafe, in this enquiry. <Oh .
if you could but relate’ this melancholy tale
to your auguft fovereign! For full of cle-
mency, generofity, and juftice, as the world
pronounces and you defcribe her, it is im-
I
(r) Naples.

pofiible
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‘poflible but that her foul muft incline to grant
me fome redrefs. Indeed I thould now re-
gard the favour as wholly new, from the
hands of {o great a benefairefs. Her bounty,
though beftowed on a perfon who may want
merit, would yet fall on one that is known
to you, and therefore the beneficent aét of a
royal patroncfs would certainly not remain a
fecret; but be held out as an example to her
equals, and a confolation to the opprefled.
And if the voice of a poor Grafs-hopper of
Parnaflus, like myfelf, could poffibly reach
the earsof pofterity; they, and theirchildren’s
children, thould know the pious and pow-
erful hand which deigned to fuftain and
proteét me, in defpight of the utmoft efforts
of cruel and capricious Fortune (s).”

And are not the innumerable teftimonies
which my dear Gemello has given me of his
Jove fufficient, but they muft be ratified by
gifts! Vanilla, chocolate, bark, extralt of am-

(s) Princes are, in general, ignorant of an effential rule
in commerce, which enjoins its votaries to buy cheap, and
Jell dear.  If her Catholic Majefty had withed to make a
good bargain in the purchafe of fame, fhe might have had a
great penny-worth, in ferving a Poet gifted with fo good and
grateful a heart, as Metaftafio; who, for inconfiderable tem-
porary advantage, would have rendered his royal benefac+
trefs immortal,

4 * eraunth,




( 205 )

granth, jars of fhuff.——DBut this is overs
powering me in fuch a manner, as to deprive
me of all hope of ever making any return.
AllIcan do, at prefent, is to begin to be grate-
ful, by confefling the debt, and wifthing for
powers to pay it. .

The Court is at an imperial caitle in
Hungary, where, confequently, is Madame
Fouchs; fo that I am not likelyto fee her foon,
as I am already booted to go to Moravia,
where I fhall remain till Oé&ober, with
our moft worthy Countefs of Althan, partly
by the advice of the Phyficians, and partly
for the enjoyment of her noble feat. So
that your commiflion to Madame Fouchs
cannot be executed till my return. I had
already delivered your meflage to the
Countefs of Althan, in the Favorita Gar-
dens, and in the midft of a numerous aifem-
bly : thewing, with great oftentation, your
very fhort letter. I am unable to tell you
how pleafed this lady was with your courte- |
ous remembrance, how curious to know the
- particular phrafe with which you had order-
ed me to exprefs it, and with what eagernefs
the wifhed to be minutely and repeatedly in-
formed of your health and prefent fituation,
interefting herfelf in the one, and exulting in

the
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the other. I had then the whole company
aipon me, to whom I was obliged to fing over
and over again the fame Canzone, as well as
thofe airs wluch you had conftantly fung dur-
ing fo many years in the royal apartments ().
It would have delighted you, as it did me, to
a very great degree, to fee how freth you
were {till in memory, after fo long an abfence,
in a climate governed by oblivion. ()

And are you then determined to have my
pi¢turc? Oh how vexatious! The patience
neceflary to ferve as a model to the indif-
cretion of a painter, is to me the moft dif-
ficult of all virtues to attain. Hitherto there
are no other piftures of me than thofe fpu-
rious fatyrs which the printers have placed
at the head of my works; and they move my
bile every time I chance to fee them. But
who can refift the folicitations of a beloved
twin brother? At my return from the coun-
try, I thall undertake this bufinefs, as a peni-
tence for my fins, and try to indulge your
donging in fuch a manner as may prevent a

(t) Thefe were Pallido il fole 5 Per queflo dlce ampleffo;
& Ab non lafctarml, no, all fet by Hafle.

(%) Farinelli had been three times at Vienna, before he
went to Spain, in 1737. His firft engagement at the Im-
perial court was, in 1727. '

mxfcarnage.
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mifcarriage. But you muft not be furprifed
if you fee an hypochondriac countenance on
the canvas, becaufe I fhall find it very diffi-
cult to fmile in the painter’s face, unlefs I
can perfuade fome Faun or Dryad to affift at
the operation, and help to {weeten the bitter
tafk.

With all the diligence I could ufe, even
to the confines of impertinence, I have not
been able to procure the authentic certificate,
and that other paper mentioned above, time
enough to accompany this letter. I fhall
therefore leave orders, before my departure
for the country, for them to be fent by the

“{fame conveyance. :

I have had two little Cantatas tranfcribed,
which I wrote fometime fince for this court,
but which are not yet very common. I fhall
inclofe thefe, but not for you. I mean them
as a tribute to that illuftrious proteftrefs of
the Italian Mufes, the Countefs of Bellalca-
zar. If, however, you would illuftrate them
with your notes and majeftic voice, I thould
be certain that the tribute would be highly
approved, by a lady of fuch delicz}te tafte.

I finith becaufe I am on the point of {fet-
ting off, and the exa¢t moment of my depart-
ure does not depend on myfelf. Love me

as
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as much as I do you, and you will gratify the
infinite avidity which I feel for your affec-
tion, and do juftice to- the tender folicitude
with which I am, and ever fhall be, &c.
Vienna, Auguft 26th. 1747.

LETTER IL

TO THE SAME.

Your dear letter of Oét. 29th, as ufual, was
replete with the balm of that affeétion, of
which I am fo extremely folicitous and vain.
The grotefque defcription of the magnificent
habitation whence you wrote, has frequently
made me laugh; and .long to embrace my
pleafant_ Nennillo (x).

& % ¥ Kk ¥ %

I have laughed quite as much, though in
my fleeve, at your lively pifture of Armida.
Oh poor Nennillo!

You will foon have Armida placata. 1
hope you will find in it much to approve,

(x) The reft of the periodis in the Neapolitan Patois,
which I am unable to decipher. All I can difcover is, that
the corpulency, as well as abfurdity, of the firft female finger
(perhaps the Z¢/i) had been the fubjedt of Farinelli’s plea-

fantry. .
particularly
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particularly in the part of the firft woman,
and firft ' man, for whom I have taken the
moft pains. And you would have found in
it much lefs to blame, if that great booby,
Migliavacca, after I had corrected with great
labour, the whole. opera, had not taken the
liberty in tranfcribing it, to alter, add; and
retrench at his pleafure. ‘This put mie into
a violent rage, when he told it me at my re-
turn from the gountry. His excufe was,
the impoffibiliJof communicating to me
his doubts foon enough for the time which
you had prefcribed for finithing it. With
all this, the fubjeét is gay, and cannot have
been fo injured, as not to leave room to hope
for its meeting with fuccefs.

From what has happened, you may judge,

that our Migliavacca is capable of writing a ..

good fong, cantata, fonnet, and fuch things as,
in fhort, require no great art in the conduct
and management of the paffions, or fupport of
charalters. But for theatrical aftion and
effe, I have found his judgment lefs ma-
tured than his age, which is about thirty,
promifed ; or his other little and pleafing
_ compofitions, made me expect. I tell you
this, that you may know precifcly what to
hope, if you thould thmk of employing him.
VOL.I. P I withked
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I wifhed to render fervice to all, and to
recommend engaging the Tefi; but now it
is brought to a crifis, I cannot deceive you.
Find out her abilities, and then do her good,
if you can. It is certain that experience, of
which, at prefent, the is in want, mght
render her much better ; but you with me to
{peak of the prefent, and not prophefy con-

. cerning the future. It is not neceffary to

communicate my fincerity go Madame, who
would perhaps not be plea§gs with it. Eet
it be a hint to you, but not attended with
ill will to me. It will therefore be more
prudent to fend your letters by the Venetian
Ambaffador’s bag, in which I inclofe my
own. And when you defire to remit to
Migliavacca fome compenfation for his trou-

" ble, I beg of you to do it by means of the

Tefi, who interefts herfelf in his affairs. I
did nothing more than try that you fhould
be as well ferved as poffible ; and this I have
done, and ever fhall do, for my valued
Gemello.

My picture for you, fet off from Vienna
with Prince Trivulfi, the beginning of O&o-
ber. This Prince entréated to have. the
care of it, and carried it with him to Ve-
nice, that it might afterwards travel with

. more
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more fecurity. I know not how it is to go
on, but we may depend on his diligence,
and true eagernefs to favour me, and to
pleafe you. Who knows whether, by the
time this letter arrives, I thall not be already -
in your hands, and perhaps prefent at the
rehearfal of the charming Armida, where
the original would efteem himfelf moft
happy to be alfo.

I thould wrong the good heart of my dear
Gemello by reitefating my entreaties about
the Percettorial bufinefs; I feel with what
affeftion you with to forward it, and know
that your foul is incapable of affuming the
fhameful .charafter of a dealer in that kind
of fmoke which abounds in courts. I refle@
on what I would do for you, if I were able ;
and have not the leaft doubt of your doing
every thing for me, which circumftances will
admit. The excufe of example, which has
been urged from Naples, is eafily refuted;
there are three very juft ways of preventing
my cafe from ever becoming a precedent to
any other. In the firft place, the difpatches
might fay, that #be receiver/bip was reflored to
me for the fame reafon as offices are reflored to
others, who pofleffed them bya weighty title ;
that is, by baeving purchafed them. And this

B P2 will
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will be no lie: the Percettoria was not obs-
tained by me as a free gift, but in recom~
pence for a promifed falary which bad not been
payed. | And if the reward agreed upon for
labours of the brain are not paid in money,
what muft be the capital of we poor crickets
of Parnaffus? Should this expedient be dif-
approved, here is another which equally pre-
cludes precedent: the place of Percettorie
may be reftored to me, not as the refloration
of an ancient poffeffion, but as a new favour
which bas not the leaf relation to the old
grant. Where would be the extravagance
of a gencrous Prince, prote¢tor of the fine
arts, {pontancoufly exercifing his munifi-
cence on a man who, by chance, if not
merit, is efteemed in Europe not the meaneft
of his profeflion? If this fecond road. thould
be thought impaffable, though it appears to
me the moft worthy of the royal grandeur
of fuch a fovereign, here is, laftly, a third:
which is, the caufing it to be bought as & new
purchafe, which will equally preclude all
precedent of reftitution. Do not forget, my
dear friend, to fuggeft thefe expedients, that
the fear of precedent may not check the ge-
nerous propentity of the {overeign. I'thould

not have wearied you{o long on this fubjed,
\ had
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"had it not feemed abfolutely neceffary to far-
nith you with arms to combat in my favour.
I thank you for the recipe, which I fhall
have made up exadlly, and try its efficacy
with the greater hope of fuccefs, as every
thing is more dear that comes from my
beloved Gemello, than from any other
quarter. -

Your idea of providing for the expence of
my journey, is extrelely grateful to me, as
a proof of your affetion; but think how
great would be the difficulties of other kinds;
and how little occafion there is for this proof,
to convince me that our friendfhip is reci-
procal.

. Our worthy Countefs of Althan has re-
ceived news of you, and of being remem-
bered by you, with her ufual kindnefs and
pleafure. With refpe to mufic, whatever
the hears, Farinelli continues to be her
hero : and as a proof of this, fhe has freighted
a bark with falutations for you, which I fhall
difpatch, on condition that you, in return,
will ‘ prefent my conftant refpeéts to the
Duchefs of Bejar, whofe picture in your
letter has haunted me ever fince I faw it.
Addio, dear Gemello, be careful of your
' P3 health,
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health, and fometimes think of your Me-

taflafio.
Vienna, Dec. 7, 1747.

e

As no letters to Farinelli have been pre-
ferved, that were written in 1748, we fhall
return to his correfpondents, Filipponi, and
Pafquini, to whom he feems to have written.
with great opennefs of heart.

LETTER III
TO SIG. FILIPPONI.

Your moft welcome letter of the 2d in.
ftant, found me in the pleafant country of
Moravia, where I have been many months,
far from the noife of the city, in purfuit of

. that health, which always feems near, yet
when I try to catch it, the phantom gives
me the flip. I wander through two vaft
domains belonging to the incomparable
Countefs Althan, where the generofity of
the magnificent lady of the manfion, the
noble variety of the company, the abund-
ance of whatever can contribute to delight,
as well as comfort, the princely apartments,

the
o
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the fituation, air, walks, converfation, and,
in fhort, the whole tenor of a life fufficiently
ruftic for the enjoyment of all the beauties
of nature, without being deprived of the
conveniences of art; and apove all, the ad-
vantages which I feel in this tranquil retire-
ment, from the care that is taken of my
- difordered machine ; thefe make me forget
the complaints I brought with me, which,
either from the chearfulnefs the mind ac-
quires here, or the circumftances juft men-
tioned, appear, or are, in reality, nearly
fubdued. This is the news which you de-

fired. - : :
Soflowitz, Sept, 29, 1747.

R

'LETTER IV.
TO THE SAME.

GENERAL Stampa quitted this place, on his
return to Milan, the end of laft week. Con-
figned to his care, and direted to you, are
the MSS. for our Padre Paoli, which Count
Canale had fo repeatedly promifed him.
And now I am liberated from a commiffion
which has long lain heavy on my confcience.

P4 - They
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They would have been fent much {ooner, if
any fafe conveyance could have been found;
but MSS. of which there are no duplicates,
are of fuch confequence, that it feemed ne-
ceflfary to meafure my {cruples by the tender
regard which an author has for his own pro-
duétions ; fo that I hope to be thanked for
the delay. i

Mutt I fend you the ufual compliments of
* the feafon ? It is the exact period for this
ceremony ; as, by the time this letter ar-
rives, it will be in general performance
throughout Chriftendom. But let us not
contaminate our friendthip by fuch vulgar,
worn-out, and infipid forms, which now are
become a burthen to fociety, and a difgrace
for real friends to ufe; they neither excite
benevolence, nor prevent the coldnefs of
negleét. I know that you have no doubt of
my affeftion and good wifthes, and that I am
fure of yours : fo that without new protefta-
tions, the whole year is Chriftmas with us,
reciprocally.

My annual retreat into the country for
near two months, had turned out fo profit-
able, that I flattered myfelf with the hopes
of having wholly fubdued my nervous com-
plaints, and all the other barbarous enemies

united
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united to annoy me ; but the firft cold pre-
curfors of winter have again driven me near
the enemy, from whom, however, I cou-
rageoufly defend myfelf, hoping at length to
tire them out. And indeed their affaults
are lefs frequent and lefs furious than for-
merly : if I can ftill diminith their forces a
little, I fhall, in this particular, be content
with my fate: never expeting a profound
peace, but a lefs unequal war,

LETTER V.
TO THE ABATE PASQUINI.

I HAvVE attentively read your new paftoral
fable,” and without entering upon a minute
examination of it, I affure you, with that can-
dour to which we are mutually accuftomed,
that it has pleafed me much more than the
Generous Spartan, in all its parts, except the
ftyle; as in that, to own the truth, you ap-
pear to'me fometimes tos negligent. You
will fay, and with great truth, that the in-
terlocutors thould fpeak a language {fuitable
to their ftation. But I believe, that be-
tween the language of real and theatrical |

‘ thepherds,
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thepherds, there thould be the fame propor-
tion of difference, as the beft writers ufually
obferve between real and theatrical princes.
Human nature is vain, and never pleafed
with thofe portraits which lower the advan.
tageous opinions which it forms of itfelf;
like thofe beauties, who are unwilling to fit,
unlefs to fuch dextrous painters as can draw
their likenefs, more from the good than bad
features of their faces; diminjthing in fome
with modeft adulation wherever there is
excefs, and adding to others, with the fame
caution, whatever is wanting to perfection.
Guarini was too fenfible of this weaknefs,
and meant to flatter it in his celebrated
Paflor fido, by the happy pretext of his per-
fonages being of divine origin, attributing
to fhepherds the language of philofophers
and heroes: and by artfully mixing what-
ever was moft pleafing in the country, moft
grand in courts, and moft ingenious in the
1chools, has formed fuch a magic compofi-’
tion, as, in {pite of the many poetical canons
which he dared te violate, has. extorted ad-
‘miration, not only from his own country-
men, but the moft polithed people in every
other part of Europe. Indeed he has often
had the addrefs to {often the rigour even of

inexorable



( 219 )

inexorable critics them{elves, who only read
his work in order to condemn it. ‘

But fuch feem to me the laws to which it
is neceffary to fubmit, in order to pleafe by
imitating nature. How much it may be
neceflary to change the materials, in order
to excite wonder and delight ; and what is
the difference between imitating nature, and
nature herfelf, are not fubjeéts to be dif-
cufleg in a thort letter. Perhaps, fome time
or other, I may explain myfelf more fully,
if it thould pleafe providence te grant me a
few quiet days among thofe that are yet in
ftore (y). |

And now I congratulate myfelf as well as
you, on your laft produétion, not only in
_compliment to my own judgment, but for
that which experience has here pronounced
concerning your abilities; indeed I plainly
perceive that more curiofity is excited in
your readers by this compofition, than by
any other of your dramatic writings.

I am much obliged to your Meffrs. Wal-
ther for the favourable opinion they enter-

(y) He here, doubtlefs, alludes to his notes on an ex-
traét from Ariftotle’s Poetics, which were not publifhed
till after his deceafe. See Zatta’s Edit. Venice, 1783.
Tom. xvi. And that of Nice, 1786,

' ‘ tain
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tain of my works; but it 1s not for me to
pronounce upon the expediency of the enter-
prife; it 1s their bufinefs to examine how
the expence of a ncw impreflion of my
writings will be repaid by the public. There
are already nine editions at Venice; there
are others at Rome, Milan, Naples, and
Lucca; and perhaps ftill more of which I
am ignorant. Hence, if this edition is not
fuperior in paper, type, corretnefs, and or-
naments, it will be confounded in the croud
of others, which are either very bad, or not
above mediocrity.

I have not yet feen the Drefden Boileau ;
pray fend it by the firft fafe and fpeedy con-
. veyance ; do the fame by Voltaire. But -
what can I fay to fecond your eagernefs
about this new jimpreffion? I have but
few inedited pieces in my pofleflion, and of
thefe few, fome I cannot, and others I ought
not, to make public. However, I have not
the heart to refufe granting any requeft of
yours. I fhall therefore colleét, on your ac-
count, a fmall number of cantatas of my
writing, which are limping about in a mi-
ferable ftate, that has not been bettered by
the hands of the lovers of poetry who have
given them houfe room ; but thefe will not

1 amount
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amount to above twelve or fourteen. Bew
fides this, I fhall take a copy of fome edi-
tions of Venice, and fheet by fheet, corret
the errors with which they abound, that
they may ferve as originals for the new edi-
tion. But ftay !==This is not all. There
is an opera intituled Sirace, which I wrete
many years ago, againft my will. I muft
explain myfelf. Obliged to accommodate a
very old and imperfeét drama, I began by
new verfifying, and arranging its fcenes;
but by changing and changing, there did
not remain a fingle verfe of the original, and
very little in the difpofition of the fcenes.
I never would confent to legitimate this
offspring, and yet it has always pafled in
Italy for mine. If I can find a copy not
much disfigured, I fhall correct this drama,
and with a fhort hiftorical information to.
the publie, add it to the new edition. In
- confideration of the pains I fhall take, I muft
ympofe on you, fome conditions. The firft
is, that you will undertake to correét the
prefs yourfelf, and in a fhort advertifement
inform- the public of the enormous defeéts of
former editions, and of the advantages of
the new, without entering at all into the
ufual panegyrics on the author, for this

plain
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plain reafon, that you are too friendly and
partial a judge for fuch an undertaking.
In the fecond place, Meflrs. Walther muft
convince me of the elegance of their typo-
graphy, by fending me a proof-fheet, as a
{pecimen, and folemnly agree to an exatt
performance of their promife to the public.

I rejoice that my Demofoonte is in fuch
mafterly and friendly hands; make what
ufe of it you pleafe, as I am certain it will
receive no injury(z). Oh how L envy your
vicinity to that moft worthy Count Ar-
chinto! I have long refpetted his merit.
But during his refidence at this court, he
infinitely increafed my reverence. Return
him, I entreat you, my moft humble thanks
for the benignant remembrance of me which
he has deigned to preferve; afluring him of
my moft grateful fentiments and withes for
his health, concerning which 1 daily fabri-
cate in my mind a thoufand fmiling and
happy ideas of the time to come.

(z) Hafle was at this time new fetting the opéra of
Demofoonte for the court of Drefden: many of the airs
were afterwards performed in England by Mingotti, aboat

, the year 1755, when the admirable Cantabile : Se"tutti i
mali miei, was conftantly encored during the run of the
epera.

I have

7/
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1 have dried up your brain fufficiently for
to-day ; I will not deprive it of all moifture
at once. It is well if any thing more re-
mains for me to do. Take care of your
health for your own fake and for that of
your friends, among whom I claim a dif-
tiné place, as the efteem and friendthip is
diftin&, ‘of yours, &c.

I Vienna, Jan, 27, 1748.

\

LETTER VL
TO SIG. FILIPPONI.

WHEN you have a favourable oppor-
tunity, I entreat you to falute, in my name,
the worthy Count de Richecourt. Though
I was not able to enjoy his company and
converfation at Count Canale’s {o often as I
withed, yet I faw’ enough of him to con-

" vince me how much he is indebted to nature
and to himfelf, for his uncommon fhare of
merit. ¥ am infinitely obliged to him for
allowing me a place in his remembrance,
‘and fhall be extremely indebted to you, if you
will try, from time to time, to mingle me

" among the ¢rowd of his other more grave,

4 ufeful,
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ufeful, or pleafant ideas. I bear the excels
of your efteem for me, as it arifes from the
excefs of your friendthip, of which I am fo
anxious, that it fubdues my thame for owing
it to a miftake. Continue to love me, but
without examining the motives. I tremble
left, at a future time, you fhould meet with
fome pious foul or other who, in chriftian
charity, fhould ftrive to undeceive yoy. As
to the ftate of my health, I muft confefs, that
my patience is not in perfet equilibrium.

The journey 1s long, and philofophy lame.
I neither know what influence the- foul has
over our machine, nor how it is communi-
cated, being fubftances of fuch a different na- °
ture ; but I feel in a more lively manner than

I with, that my own poor little foul pays
dearly for the decays of its manfion.

After you have confefled yourfelf to be:
jealous of me, I know not how to comport
myfelf with your prieftefs. I muft recoms-
mend myfelf to Plato, an excellent com--
forter of hufbands. Pray prefent my coms .
pliments to her platonically.. Do net in~
jure me in her opinion, and allow me, with
all due reftrictions, to affure her of mybeing .
no lefs hers than yours. : ‘
‘« Vienna, Feb. 3, 1748

The
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The two following letters would not have
been inferted, had it not been imagined, that
fuch readers as intereft themfelves in the dra-
matic works of Metaftatio, would be curious
to know his own ideas concerning their
performance.—Thefe letters, at leaft, may be
of ufe, not only to the directors and perform-
ers of the individual drama of Demofaonte,
but of operas in general.

i

LETTER VIL

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI.

On great Pafquini! Great Pafquini! Shew
me my plan however, that I may not cenfure
you for my,own blunders. If you afk me
how I intended the fituations of my Demo-
Jfoonte to be difpofed in the theatre, and how
I thould have arranged'thcm if I had dire@-
ed the whole myfelf, it was proper that I
thould write to you what you mention. If
you alk me who fhould be placed on the
right hand, and who on the left, I muft tell
you I never meant to regulate that by the
dignity of the perfonages, but by the conve-
nience and neceffity of the attiop. And if,

VOL. I, ’ Q n
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in favour of fuch convenience and neceffity,
the fuperior perfonages chance to be on the
left of the inferior, they may be refpeéted and
diftinguithed in various ways; for example:
by being a little forwarder on the ftage than
the reft, or being fituated in the middle of
the ftage and facing the audience, while the
fubaltern charaéters are further on the ftage,
with their fides to the audience and faces to-.
wards the principal perfonages. And in-
dced by a thoufand other expedients they
may be diftinguithed, without having the
right fide of the ftage affigned to them. If
further, in purfuing this fubje&, you fhould
afk what charaters have a right to exact re-
fpe&, whether Dircea from Creufa, or Creufa
from Dircea, 1 thould tell you Dircea, as an
undifcovered Princefs, owes to Crexfa all
thofe manifeftations of refpect which are due
from private individuals to perfons of royal
condition. But for heaven’s fake explain to
me, if you can, why you think refpeét .is
thewn to the principal perfonages by their
always occupying ‘the right fide of the ftage?
L could give more reafons againft it than
. thofe already mentioned, if -1 had time' to
write them. I have explained myfelf on
this fubjett to- Baron Diefcau,; and to Signor

e "~ Hafle,
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Hafle, though more concifely, as he is a pro-
feflional man. You are right, however, in
fuppofing that Dircea fhould take place, upon
the ftage, of Creufa. Yet, in my opinion,
wholly wrong in imagining that the right
fide is always the poft of honour.

But before the arrival of this letter, I hope
you will be convinced by what I have writ-

ten to Baron Diefcau.
Vienna, Feb. 16th. 1748.

=t

LETTER VIIL

TO BARON DIESCAU, AT DRESDEN.

ITisa great miftake, in my opinion, to
imagine that the right or left fide of the
ftage determines the pre-eminence of theatri-
cal charafters. Thefe places ought to be oc-
cupied according to the neceffity of the ac-
tors. It is neceffary, for example, that the
altor thould be near the perfon to whom he
would fpeak, or whom he would dctain, af-
fault, defend, or tranfadt any kind of bufinefs
with, that would be difficult or ridiculous to
perform in any other fituation. Wherever
a great perfonage happens to be, will become
the principal place; he may, however, indi-

Q2 Clte
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cate his fuperiority by being a little forward-
er on the ftage than his inferiors, which will
be a lefs' equivocal diftinétion than the right
hand, which has varied and changes its fig-
nification, according to the caprice of differ-
ent ages and nations. Upon thefe princi-
ples, in fpite of the old praétife of our thea-
tres, I have always regulated the performance
of my dramas, efpecially Demofoonte; which
may be feen in a regular plan laid down and
tranfmitted to the abate Pafquini, at his re-
quett, but a few days ago.

I hope, Sir, that the readinefs of my peri-
lous obedience, will at leaft {ecure me the
honour of your patronage, for which I moft

humbly fupplicate (&).
YR ( ) Vienna, Feb. 21, 1748.

LETTER IX.

TO SIG. FILIPPONI, ‘AT TURIN«

To day, in contention with this letter, the
Marquis della Rofea fet off for Turin; we
thall {fee who will arrive firft. I would npt
confide it to him, that you might have two

(a) Baron Diefcau was long fuperintendant of the lyric
theatre of the elettoral king of Poland, Auguftus HL

3 , mementos
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mementos of me, inftead of one. He will
tell how much I love and efteem you; and
do you affure him, of the indelible traces of
veneration and affeftion which he has Ieft
imprefled in my mind, and try to preferve
him in that benevolent and partial difpofition
towards me, which he manifefted at his de-
parture. '

1 withed very much to fecond your hint
concerning the fubjett of a fonnet, but my
mufes at prefent are troubled with hyfteric
affe€tions; however, we will think of it

when they bccor.nc more tratable.
Vienna, April 28th. 1748,

- I

LETTER X

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI,

I have here the fpecimens which M. Wal-
ther the printer has communicated; and
thould do well to fay no more. - But if you

‘with to fatten him, you may fay, #bat I am
extremely occupied, and cannot poffibly difpofe of
myfelf; nor indeed dare I hope for leifure fuffici-
ent to fecond the generous partiality of Signor

- Walther, to whom I beg you to make due ac-

gyowledgements on my bebalf,
‘ Q.3 Knaw,
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Know, that Semiramide is exalted to the
ftars, thanks to the excellence of the per-
formers, and the magnificence of the decora-
tions, in {pite of anarchvandalian mufic, which
is infupportable. The Teff has afted in a
manner that has furprifed me and every hu-
man creature in Vienna. Penturini and
Amoreveli have pleafed extremely. . Monts-
celli has been much admired. Lenzsand the
Favaglini have done wonders. In fhort, itis -
one of the moft magnificent fpe€tacles which
- can be prefented by a fovereign. The moft
rigid matrons, the moft ancjent and virtuous
minifters, and prelates, compofe the moft
numerous and partial part of the audience.

June 29th. 1748.

. oS
This opera, the firft which had been per-
" formed at the imperial court, fince the death
of the emperor Charles VI. was reprefented
in celebration of the peace, concluded at Aix
la Chapelle. Monticelli and Amorevoli, who
were in England from 1741, to 1746, after
going thence to Venice, went from that city
to Vienna, in order to perform on this occa-
fion. The opera of Semiramide, which had
been originally fet by Vinci for Rome, in
1729, and afterwards by Porpora for Venice,

1735
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17 3, was now new fet by the celebrated Bo-
nofeint, who at near mncty years of age, was
invited from Paris on the occafion. _

No poem feems to have been produced by
our author this year, except a very fhort
compliment, by order of the emprefs queen,
on the birth-day of the emperor Francis the
firft, which was pronounced with mufic, at
{even years old, by the arch-duke Jofeph, af-
terwards emperor. It was fet by Reutter,
at that time the imperial Maeftro di capella.

COMPLIMENTO.

Di quanto a si gran giorne
Son debitore, Augufio Padre, intendo:
Ma non fo dirle. Ab voglia il Ciel che in breve
Lo dicanPopre: & che ritrovi il monds
In quel che far desio _
1l fus ben, la tua gloria, e il dover mio.
Su la mia fronte intanto
Fiffa il paterno ciglio:
E leggi il cor dun figh, -
Che nen f [a fpiegar. ,

May che per or ha il vanto
Di rifpettarti al meno’
Ma, che comprende a piene
Luanto ti deve amar.

The fcntlments of this little poem bear all
thc marks of delicacy and propriety, which

Q4 : fe
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fo eminently chara&erize the encamiaftic
produétions of our aulic bard. They breathe
no adulation that could fhame the parent, or
degrade the fon,

How much I owe to this great day,

Oh Parent moft auguft, I underftand,

Though utt’rance to my thoughts I cannot give.
May heav’n ere long, let a&ions for me fpeak,
And all mankind difcover how I with

Their good, the glory of my fire, and well

To practice ev’ry duty of my ﬁatc.

Till when, let fond paternal eyes
With fix’d regard my face behold,
And read my heart, which vainly tries
Its tender feelings to unfold.

Happy, this day, refpect to thew

To him whofe looks fuch love infpire;
Till time more ample means beftow
Of rev’rence to fo greqt afire,

LET TER XL
TO THE ABATE PASQUINL
While I was preparing to anfwer your let-
ter of the 13th inft. a parcel arrives from the
fecretary of legation at this court, with an-
other letter from you, dated the 1 7th, and with
- it two pleafing cantatas : Lavinia & Didope;
o | a very
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a very ingenious and beautiful an{wer to my
Palinodia to Nice; and two ferenatas. Iam
glad that an eguivogue has produced me the
pleafure of your two compofitions, with
which you know 1 cannot but be pleafed.
At the fame time, however, 1 muft confefs
that I feel mortified. Vanity is the natural
defe& of us poor poets. And mine became
exceflive, in refleting that a perfon of fuch
high rank (4), able to write verfes in fuch a
manner as to make us all afhar:ned, had not
difdained to number me in the croud of her
juft admirers. But it does not become me
to enquire into this myftery. I venerate her,
clip the wings of my vain glory, and haften
to {peak my fentiments. You have known
me long, and know that the court in which
I was born, and this in which I have refided
twenty years, have not taught me the lan-
guage of adulation. So that what I write,
are not unmeaning words of courfe,
Know then, that without your folemn
proteftations, and coincident affertions of
(3) The daughter of the Emperor Charles VII, after-
wards Ele&rice of Saxony, who, at the deceafe of her con-
fort, quitting politics, attached herfelf to mufic and poetry ;
wrote operas lq Italian,, fet them to mufic, and performed in
them berfelf, in perfon. See Germ, Taar, and H' ift. of
le ey vol ive P 580,
other
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other people to whom I cannot refufe giving
credit, I thould never have been able to im-
agine that a young princefs fhould be able to
write, and in a foreign language, fuch excel-
lent poetry. In the two cantatas, not only
the delicate arrangement of the thoughts,
the connexion of ideas, the fele€tion of words,
the harmony of the verfe, and the tender-
nefs of expreffion, are admirable; but what
furprifes me ftill more, is a certain artful fa-
cility, which mere natural talents never flr-
nith; for here a firmnefs of pulfe appears,
which is only to be acquired by long and la-
borious application. Now how is it poffible
to imagine, that fuch painful means thould
ever have been put in praétice, by a perfon,
who,. from the eminence of her ftation, can
have fo few moments to herfelf?

I am impatient to receive the other com-
pofitions which you promife me; and hence-
forth you may be certain of having an im-

~ portunate folicitor on your back; for I fhail

L

.‘,but on the Orfeo more than the Phtina. In

never let you reft in peace till I obtain from
your friendfhip every thing of this kind that
you can lay your hands on, unlefs prevented
by an abfolute prohibition. :

I congratulate you on your two ferenatas,

the
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the firft, the fubje& being more poetical, has
more inflamed your imagination than the
other..

Vienna, Jan. 25, 1749.

S

LET'TER XIIL

TO THE SAME.

A

‘WiLL my dear Abate never become an
ceconomift! With the precious merchan-
dize with which you all at once opprefled
e in your letter of the 3d inftant, you might
thave been able to feed my poetical vanity
for whole years, however infatiable it may
be. That a princefs placed by providence
fo much above the generality of mortals,
fhould deign to fuffer the productions of.her
admirable talents to be feen by me; that with
a fovereign and precious command fhe thould
put it out of all doubt, from what fublime
fource my enviable fortune came; and that
fuch a glorious motive for me fhould be af-
figned for fuch condefcenfion ; are all fuper-
abundant temptations, fufficient to render
cynic indifference ambitious, and to difturb
{toic infenfibility. But that {he fhould puth

- her
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her generofity fo far as to aflign to me her
own happy gifts, is a circumftance which
juftifies what I have formerly written:

gbe ana fpecie di tormento
E Pecceffo del piacer (c).

1 have read, and thall often read again, the
firft a& of Demetrio,and am unable to defcribe
to you the pleafure ] have had in feeing one
of my own children correfted of all natural

“defeéts, and ornamented with fuch qualities

as the poverty of the parent could never be-
flow. I fhould be proud of its prefent mag-
nificent appearance, if 1 did not recolled}
how many rivers, in their courfe, are increaf-
ed by confluent waters, and enriched by gold,
which they never derive from their niggard
fource. Do you my dear Pafquini, who have

not fo many motives of confufion as I, fuf-

tain your friend in this dilemma; take his
place, and reprefent for me to this beneficent
and royal proteétrefs, the fentiments of vene-
ration, gratitude and wonder, which I feel

"+ too forcibly for expreflion; and if you believe
" that my fupplications can be of any efficacy,

unite them with your own, and with thofg

~ (¢) One fpecies of i:ormcp; is the excefs of pleafure,

of
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of the whole poetic family, that the terrible
threat may never be put in praftice, of de-
priving Parnaflus of fo illuftrious a votary.

Reprefent likewife, I entreat you, with
the moft profound refpe¢t, how much I feel
myfelf honoured by the clemency of the
royal eleGtoral prince, and recommend me as
much as poffible to his patronage. Tell him
that in obedience to his commands, which
are fo glorious for me, I have already begun
the revifal of my Attilio Regolo(d), and as
foon as finithed, it fhall be configned to the
care of the Saxon minifter at this court, for
its greater fecurity and difpatch. Happy
~will it be for me, if this my offspring is al-
lowed, in my ftead, to pay its court toa prince
{o worthy of univerfal admiration! And do
you intercede, that my ¢tiio may never
again return to Vienna, as it cannot obtain,
in other hands, greater glory or proteétion.

I am very fenfible that you are the favour-
able wind, which colleéts on my head this
thower of royal favour; think then how
grateful this muft be to my heart, and how
much it muft encreafe in me that fincereand

(4) This opera, written in 1740, was prevented from
being performed, by the death of the emperor Charles VI.

tender
A,
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tender regard which I fhall never ceafe to
feel for you.
P. S. In fending my letters to the poft,
I have been put in pofleffion of another par-
cel from you, containing the fecond aé& of
Demetris, and a cantata. In fpite of hurry,
I have twice run through this laft. Oh poor
Pafquini! and poor me! If fovereigns write
fuch excellent poetry, what is to become of
us wretched plebeian bards! ‘
Vienna, Feb. 5th, 1749.

LETTER XII. .

TO THE SAME.

Loapep with the applaufe and efteem of
the whole city and court, our moft amiable
Venturini {ets off on his return to Drefden;
and carries with him my Attdio Regolo, in
order to be prefented to his royal highnefs
the electoral prince of Saxony.

Since my laft letter, having fpoken to my
moft auguft patronefs, I have obtained pater-
nal and defpotic power over my Artiio; fo
that I now completely enjoy the enviable
felicity of being able to offer this fmall tri-
bute to fuch a great and enlightened prince,

who deigns to be {o unlimitedly my protec-
1 : tor.
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tor. Let him lock it up in the fecret recef-
{es of his cabinet; expofe it to viciffitudes of
the ftage; or gratify the curiofity of the pub-
lic, by printing it, I fhall always regard its
fate as happy to what ever ufe it fhall be
deftined by the arbitration of fuch a prince.
Certain that my name and writings have
fometimes the fupreme glory to occupy his
thoughts, I eagerly feize this opportunity of
laying at his feet this fmall teftimony of my
fubmiffion and impatient gratitude. - The
gift is unworthy of him,

N¢ che poco io vi dia da imputar fone -
Se quanto poffo dar tutto vi domo.

«Ifall I cam beftow I freely give,
«No blame is due for gift diminutive.

‘Though deceived by friendfhip yourfelf,
you did wrong to deceive his highnefs with
refpe@ to the merit of Attiio; take care
however to continue the deceit. The un-
deceiving would now coft ‘too much to him,

who is ever yours.
Vienna, Feb. 26th. 1749.

LET-
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LETTER XIV.

TO THE SAME.

Younr letter of the 14th of laft month,
has really comforted me, with the certainty
that you did not take amifs the liberty with
which I treated your Canzome. But I was
to blame for doubting it. You know me
fufficiently to be certain, that eriticifm from
me can flow from nothing but true friend-
thip. I know too that you atk my opinion,
not as is generallydone, to procure praife,
but to be mote certain, by the vote of one in
the trade. . And I fhould feel guilty of treach-
ety, if I did not wholly open my heart, even
at the riftk of difpleafing you. So that. I
place among your moft confiderable merits,
that exemplary docility which you poflefs,
and which is fo uncommon to poets.

And, in return,.you fhould net forget to
number among mine, the heroifm with
which I undertake to obey you, when in ex-

~amining your works, I ritk the cruel alter-
native, either of deceiving,-or offending you.
But I fee how you think on thefe {ubje&s, fo
' that
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that I may venture to ufe that freedom with
you which I could not do with others. -

Vienna, March 1, 1749.

~

LETTER XV

TO THE SAME.

I aM enchanted with the 3d a& of De-
metrio, which arrived with your laft letter.
It feems to me as if the beneficent hand.
which has undertaken to enrich me, has
been ftill more prodigal in this gift, than in
either of the former. My dear Abate, if I
was lefs fearful of being fufpeéted of adula-
tion, I fhould enlarge more on this fubje&.
But the enormous diftance between the
writer and the encomiaft, will but toe much
authorize fufpicion. ~However, I cannot
contain myfelf {o entirely, as not to confefs,
- candidly, that I had never believed it pof-
fible, to meet with {fo formidable a rival in
the fplendid buftle of a court. But this is
all entre nous. In the fortunate moments
that you will be allowed to fpeak to this in-
comparable Princefs, forget not to make
known what I think of her talents; you

VOL..I. R cannot
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cannot fay half fo much as I think, nor fo
little, perhaps, as not to offend. As my im-
mediate plenipotentiary, your commiffion
extends no further than to implore her royal
patronage, and to reprefent, in every point
of view, my profound veneration.

Would to heaven my Attilo, with all his
father’s defeéts on his head, may afford his
Eleétoral Highnefs a moment’s amufement,
in return for the many favours with which
his clemency has deigned to honour me. I .
recommend the poor pilgrim to your care: .
fhew him the road, inftru&, recommend,
conduét, and let him, through your means,
enjoy all the rights of hofpitality. I know
not whether he has more claims to favour
_ than his brothers ; but he has certainly coft
me the moft pains in educating ; and is lefs
deficient in that folidity, which, though they
never arrived at it, I endeavoured to pro-
cure for them all. 4 '

I congratulate you on your beautiful ode
on Count Bruhl. It has really furprifed
me, as I was ignorant of your powers in the
Pindaric ftyle. It is majeftic, {pirited, rich
in thoughts and images, and full of the fire
and fancy which charatterize that fpecies of
compofition. In fhort, it feems to me, as if

your
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your Mecznus ought to be pleafed with his
Horace. I am much obliged by your com-
munication of it, and wifh you a long en-
Joyment of that juvenile vigour which fuch
e;lterprifes require.

It is very true that I have not only once,
but many times, entreated various perfons
to remind the worthy Count Vacherbart of
my ancient reverence and attachment to
his perfon. I learned to refpet him from
the firft moment of my arrival at this court,
where he then refided; and the univerfal
opinion of his fingular merit, which has
fince increafed, makes me proud of my
fagacity.

I with you much better health than you

_enjoyed when you wrote your laft letter.
Africa weeps, my dear Pafquini(¢), and
Italy does not fmile: let us enjoy the few
tranquil days which are ftill allowed us by
providence, and tolerating the prefent evils,
“hope for future good.

-

Vienna, March 8, 1749.

(¢) This feems to allude to the infults which the Italian
States had received, at this time, from the Algerines; who,
with a fleet of eleven fhips, had alarmed the coaft of Naples,
intending to feize the Kirng in the ifle of Porcida, where
be was hunting. '

R2 LET-
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LETTER XVL

TO THE SAME.

I navE great occafion for your affiftance,
but much more for your counfel. And asI
have no reafon to think that you will deny,
me ecither, I fhall proceed to bufinefs with-
out preface.

You will remember, or if you thould not,
the annexed memorial will remind you, that
I loft an office in the kingdom of Naples,
to which I had been appointed by the Em-
peror Charles VI. All others under the
fame circumftances, at the peace, fet about
recovering their rights; I only remained
tranquil, not being animated to any fuch
hope by the general tenor of my perverfe
fortune. But all my friends, from whom
my vanity could not conceal the innumerable
favours with which I had been honoured by
the clemency of your princes, have loudly
and unanimoufly cenfured my indolence, in
not applying to fuch powerful patrons, who
might, with fo much probability of fuccefs,
favour my petition to the Queen of the two
Sicilies. Not being able to refift thefe re-

monftrances,
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monftrances, I have drawn up the inclofed
memorial. Now begins your miniftry, as
counfellor and ‘commiffary.

As counfellor therefore, read, and confi-
der both' the letter and memorial ; examine -
impartially, whether the juftice of my caufe
deferves pity and protection. Tell me if it
appears to you that I may fafely implore the |
affiftance of thefe royal perfonage\s, without
appearing what I am not, a mercenary
man; but in this fecond difcuffion, it is .
neceflary I fhould affure you, that when I
thought of doing myfelf the honour of lay-.
ing my Attilio at the feet. of the Electoral
Prince, I never dreamed of my loft place in
the kingdom of Naples. You know me
well enough to believe this; but that is not
fufficient. My protettors muft likewife be-
lieve it; for I prize their good opinion much
more than all the wealth of Creefus. Exa-
mine, laftly, whether, without repugnance,
your court would undertake to fupport my
claims on that of Naples. If, on inquiry,
you think the attempt improper, be filent,
never mention the bufinefs, and I fhall be
indebted to you for your advice. If, how-
ever, you are of a different opinion, you
then become my commiffary. o

‘ R 3 In
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In that cafe, throw yourfclf at the feet of
their Royal Highnefles, explain the affair,
and my want of protettion ; implore their af~
fiftance; procure melikewife, by their means,
that of the King and Queen; requett the coun-
feland affiftance of his excellence Count Vach-
erbart ; folicit recommendations, which will
be more efficacious, the fooner they are pro-
cured. Vifit, {peak, write, and, in fthort,
do every thing for me that 1 thould do for
you, in fimilar circumftances. I received no
letter from you to-day, but flatter myfelf
that want of health has not occafioned your
filence. Continue to love me, however
- troublefome I may be. :

Vienna, March 15, 1749,

LETTER XVIL

TO THE SAME.

By your moft welcome letter of the 1oth
inftant, as well as by one from our dear
_ Venturini, I am affured of the gracious re-
ception of my pilgrim, A#tdis, by his Elec~
toral highnefs. I did not doubt of his cle-
meuncy ; but confefs, that I was very anxious

' for
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_for letters to confirm it ; as, befides the re-
verence due to a perfonage who unites to
his eminent ftation fo many virtues and
accomplithments, I had conceived for him,
after being prefented to him at Vienna, a~
certain affe€ion, which I fhould call love,
if T knew how to reconcile that word with
refpet as well in my letter as in my heart.
You, by long habit, will underftand me;
therefore try, in proper time and place, to
explain my meaning.

The thought of my laft tirefome packet
arriving in an evil hour, juft when you were
on the point of holding a ferious conference
with the good fon of Maja, vexes me ex- -
tremely. If I was as much a prophet as a
poet, I thould not have been guilty of fo
great a blunder. Pardon, and pity me, for
weakly giving way to the cries of my friends,
fo far as to undertake an application, to
which I felt a prefaging repugnance. At
prefent, I muift write to our dear Venturini,
which will be fome relief to you. Commu-
nicate to him my letters, and the whole
bufinefs. Decide together on the propriety
of the application, and if it is agreed on,
beg him to do every thing for me, that you
would with him to do for yourfelf. Adding

R4 to
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to the information, that the Marquis Malaf-
pina, the prime minifter at Naples, has al-
ways manifefted a partiality for me; if,
therefore, he thould be deemed a fit inftru-
ment to fecond the principal impulfe, forget
not to make ufe of him. . ’

I doubt not, but that powerful divinity,
whofe votary you are, will take as much
care of your frame, as he has hitherto done
of your genius. However, I am impatient
to know from yourfelf the effetts of his pa-
tronage. Gratify my atfectionate {olicitude,
and fail not to let me know the progrefs of
our fuit.

Viepna, March 22, 1749.

LETTER XVIIL

TO THE SAME.

- Last Saturday evening, after I had
written and fent my letter to the poft,
your’s of the 17th inftant was brought to
me, and with it the copy of his excellency
Count Vachebart’s note. I could not then,
to my great affliction, acknowledge the re-
ceipt of them, for want of time; but to-

\ ’ day,
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day, having more leifure, I perceive myfelf
" in a worfe condition, for want of an honeft
excufe for my filence. Indged this new and
authentic teftimony, of the extraordinary
goodnefs with which the Eleftoral Prince
and Princefs honour me and my works, has
fo agitated my mind, that 1 am totally
unable to write. I have no power to ex-
prefs the extraordinary emotions of vain-
glory, confufion, gratitude, reverence, and
many other effeéts, which I feel on this oc-
cafion. They are fuch temptations, my
dear Abate, as would difturb the modera-
tion of the moft tranquil Lyceum, as well
as the ftormy Parnaflus. Think of my
honour ; reprefent me fuch as I ought to be,
for it may not be to my advantage were you
to defcribe me fuch as I am. However, in
* the midft of this delight, I am fufficiently
reafonable to perceive, from the ftyle, the
part which the moft worthy writer has had
In procuring me royal favour, and with how
much pleafure he communicates it. Ex.
plain to him, in my name, the fcnﬁbility
with which I perceive the obligations I have
to his zeal,

- Vienna, March 26, 1749.

LET:
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LETTER XIX.

TO THE SAME.

I HAVE not leifure for a long anfwer to
your letter of the 24th; but I fhall haften
to fatisfy your doubts : for the office required,
will become more difficult to obtain, as the
prefent circumftances of the peace become
more diftant. The following, therefore, are
the particulars you with to know previous
to your application to Count Vacherbart.
The place then, of which I demand the
reftitution, was not conferred on any other
pérfon, to my knowledge, at Vienna. This
charge was eftimated at a thoufand Neapo-
litan ducats per annum ; but I am unable to
inform you whether it ftill retains its value.
The King of Naples has reftored all the
confifcated places to fuch as have proved a
valid title ; and fuch is furely mine, having
received it in lieu of a.falary agreed on, but
not paid. Whether any have been reftored,
that were free-gifts at Vienna, I know not.
Remember that the Marquis Malafpina, will
fupply information and fecond endeavours,
but will not be the firft mover. The chief

force
-
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force muft have come from higher powers.
And an office de communibus is not {ufficient.
If you difcover rocks, ftop immediately,
A zephyr will not fuffice for our navigation,
we muft have a brifk gale. I rejoice moft
heartily at your recovery.

Vienna, March 29, 1749.

LETTER XX

TO THE SAME.

I ACKNOWLEDGE, in great hafte,- the re-
ceipt of your letter of the 7th inftant, and
beg that the reafons may ceafe which pre-
vented your anfwering mine. The Marquis
Malafpina has not told you a fingle circum-
ftance of which I had not previoufly apprifed
you. If my affair could have been adjudged
in a court of juftice, I fthould not have ap-
plied to fuch great proteCtors. My recesver-
JSbip was not granted as a compenfation for
merit ; it was an equivalent for a portion of
promifed falary, not affigned. 1 afked four
thoufand florins, the fum allowed Apoftola
Zeno; three only were ‘granted, and, for
excufe, it was faid that the exchequer could
be charged with no more ; but it was pro-
mifed to be made up to me by fome other

1 .means, .
N \
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means. Hencé the prote&ion refted on the
-proverb: that unpaid merit may pafs for
ready money. Nor do I well know how a
court of juftice could be called on to enforce
fuch promifes of reward ; though, in equity,
the refufal would have a bad appearance.
But thefe are all reveries, towhich your letter
led me; they fhall be written however,
fince you with it, to Count Richecourt,
though 1 muft confefs that I do not approve
your plan. We daily advance into the
croud of human wants, and yet you would
renounce, in a great meafure, the means of
fupplying them. But enough of this. If
the thing is refolved, all counfcl is .vain,

Addio, dear Pafquini.
Vienna, April 12, 1749.

LETTER XXIL

TO THE SAME.

- By your kind letter of the 24th inftant,
I perceive with what zeal the Ele&oral
Prince Royal has undertaken to patronize
my pretenfions. Upon fo {olid a foundation,
I feem authorized to build great hopes; and
if thefe fhould fail, there will always remain
the glorious’ remembrance of a patronage,

‘which
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which does me fo much honour. 1 entreat
you, my dear Abate, in fome dextrous mo-
~ment, to reprefent to this royal protettor,
how much my refpet is increafed by his be-
nevolence. Nor forget to atteft to his ex-
cellence Count Vacherbart, how fincerely I
acknowledge myfelf indebted to him, for the
royal propenfity towards me, which his ex-
ample has procured. I have no doubt, but
that the fear of precedent will be pleaded
againft me.- But againft this objection, fe-
veral expedients are fuggefted in my memo-

rial. :
Vienna, April 26, 1749.

LETTER XXIL
TO SIG. FILIPPONI.

Your very kind letter of the 2d of May
deferved no cenfure, I know how affetion-
ately you wifthed to keep the correfpondence
alive, without writing merely for the fake
of writing, contrary to ftipulation. Nor is
your letter fo empty as you pretend. The
affurances of your having difcovered how
fincerely the Marquis della Rocca, and Count
Ormea loved me; and your interpretations

of
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of the moft amiable Madame del Bene, are
very plaufable materials and occafions for a
letter, without any other legal pretext. Re-
turn aloud, in my name, to the two firft, the
moft tender and refpectful acknowledg-
ments ; proteft to the third, in a more mo-
deft tone, but not lefs expreflive, how {fenfi-
ble I am of the honour which fhe is pleafed

. to confer on me.

You are much miftaken if you fuppofe
me to be an enthufiaftic colletor of Antiques.
I have none in my poffeffion, except a few
for common ufe. My purfe and patience
are engaged in more neceflary works. It
would be infupportable to me, if I were
conftantly in the hands of impoftors. I

“would give the whole mufeum Florentinum,

for fome little piece of excellent modern
workmanthip, which has neither undergone

the examination of that nor any other aca-

demy. You fce how capricious my poetics
are, by this confeflion. Count Canale falutes
you cordially. I beg you will not forget to
recommend me to the orifons of your
prieftefs, and believe me moft conftantly

yours.
. Vienna, May 28, 1749,

END OF THE FIFTH SECTION.
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SECTION VL

LETTER. L

TO FARINELLI.

A THOUSAND blefiings light on, my admi-
rable Gemello! Your letter of the 28th of
. January has generoufly aftonifhed our poor
Migliavacca, with the gift of 300 Ungheri.
It was with the greateft difficuly that he .
could believe it real. He knew he did not
meritany fuch fum, though he was in fuch ex-
treme want of it, that he abfolutely thought
it to have been miraculoufly fent, by the holy
King David, the protettor of poets. It has
given me infinite pleafure to think myfelf, in
fome meafure, the inftrument which provi-
dence has ufed in fuccouring this poor man;

~ and ftill more, that the rumour of fuchuncom-
mon generofity does fo much honour to my
dear twin brother. Migliavacca will not be
filent; and I have filled both the city and
court with the ftory. I have every day the
fatisfaction



( 256 ) ’

fatisfaGion of being called upon by perfons
of the higheft diftinftion, to confirm the
fact, and confequently of being required to
repcat the narration, and of obferving what
univerfal juftice is done you. How happy it

makes me to perceive that we think alike.

There are thoufands and thoufands of old -
and new reafons to prove that you have

done right. The world will not {foon forget

to {peak of vou.

I am glad the Armida placata pleafes you,
and I believe, under your diretion, that it
cannot fail of fuccefs. To fatisfy you with
refpect to the embellithments at the end,
which you feem to with, I have two expe-
dients ; thefe I have pointed out to Miglia-
vacca, and when he has executed them in
the manner agreed on, I will, as ufual, lend
a band, in order that you.may be ferved as
_ you ought. In one of thefe expedients, it
is propofed, by the power of enchantment,
to introduce into the texture of the drama,
the court of Apollo or the Sun, according
to your with. But as the deftrution of the
enchantment is neceflary to the cataftrophe
of the opera, the laft cight or ten verfes
muft be recited in the natural grove which
was feen at the beginning of the piece.

3 And
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And with this I know not whether you will
be fatisfied. A fimilar expedient was, how-
ever, received with applaufe in my Sogno df
Scipione. Another method of introducing a
magnificent {cene with whatever machinery
you may wifth, is to have a Licenza, or
compliment at the end, wholly detached
from the texture of the drama; appro-
priating the whole feftival to a name-day,
or birth-day, of fome royal perfonage. In
this cafe, the ation maybe terminated without
being maimed: and the fcene changed to
the Palace of the Sun, with as much fplendor
and magnificence, as you pleafe. Here our
mafter Apollo, angry with the Mufes, and the
Genii their followers, with which the ma-
chine will be filled, in a pompous recitative
and air, will tell them, he wonders ex-
tremely that being engaged to fing the
praifes of the Gods of Manfanare *, they
thould lofe their time in reprefenting the
madnefs of Rinaldo and Armida. And com-
manding them all, upon pain of excommu-
nication, to follow him inftantly and begin
the work: the Mufes and Genil, imme-
diately rifing from their feats on the ftage,
in order to obey him, form a magnificent

* "The river, on the banks of which Madrid is built.
VOL. I $ dance
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dance to the harmony of a full chorus,
wifhing the audience a good night. In this
.expedient it is neither neceflary that the
performance fhould be on a name or birth-
pay. The Licenza, or farewel, may be
contrived to ferve for any other common
day, as every day 1is proper to pay refpe& to
the fovercign of a court. For my own part,
I thould not hefitate a moment, my dear
Farinelli, to adopt this fecond 'method: as
the firft, to my conception, would always
appear like a wen, or tail added to the fef-
tival, which does not fit, and  {poils the
cataftrophe; and at laft, to thefe difadvan-
tages, muft be added that of returning a/f*
orrido Bofco*, for the final verfes. Oh, but
fay you, if the firft manner is fo bad, why
propofe, write, and corrett it ? Softly, foftly,
my mafter. In the firft place, if you will
abfolutely adopt it, there would be no herefy
in it worthy of the inquifition. And, fe-
condly, I muft have convinced you, that if,
unluckily, every thing is not arranged to
your mind, it is not for want of pains, but
literally from the impoffibility of the enter-
prife. Migliavacca will fend you, by the

* To'the hirrid wood.——The final chorus of the opera.

-next
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next poft, what has been doing; and, fi-
nally, I return to the charge of recoms
mending to you the choice of the fecond ex»
pedient for a Licenza.

When, in the name of wonder, will my
blefled pitture arrive; Prince Trivulzi every
poft affures me, that you ought to have res
ceived it by this time. We thall fee whes
ther my evil genius will not purfue, even my
portrait.

1 do not remind you of the Neapolitan af-
fair, as it would be an injury to your friend-
thip to imagine it wanted a ftimulus. If
ever it thould {fucceed, I fhall make fuch a
noife about it, that, for your fovereign’s glory
and your own, it fhall extend to China.

You flatter my vanity too much in maks
ing me hope that my*writings fometimes
obtain the approbation of fo enlightened a
princefs, as your royal miftrefs. Such
temptations as thefe would vanquith the
moderation of the moft humble and refigned
philofopher. Think then what a tumult
they muft raife in the breaft of 4 poet! Do
you, my dear Gemello, who thanks to- the
fingular talents with which providence has
furnithed you, have the fupreme happinefs
of approaching her throne, implore for me

: sz fo
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fo great a patronage; and in letting her know
that I am not a ftranger to the praifes of her
numerous royal qualities, try to obtain for
me the fovereign influence of her favour.

My nofe and my health are extremely
thankful to you for having thought of them.
They ought in gratitude to be both em-
ployed in your fervice; yet I own myf{elf at
a lofs how to ufe the firft with any hope of
giving you pleafure.—But ftay—I will fad-
" dle it with a huge pair of fpectacles every
time I write to you, though hitherto I have
had no cccafion for them.

All the ladies whom you falute, return
vour falutations, but particularly the countefs
of Althan. The poor countefs of Fouchs is
{till ftruggling with a terrible cough, -which
had reduced her to a fkeleton. At prefent
her life is not in immediate danger, but her
recovery will, inevitably, be very flow. By
this time you muft be fufficiently tired
Pray love me in exchange for the friendthip,
efteem, and affe€tion, which I thall ever re-

tain for you.
Vienna, March 8, 1749.

LET-
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LETTER IL

TO THE SAME.

AND fo your hand writing is fo precious,
that there is no afpiring at the pofleflion of
fuch a blefling, without having firft fighed
for it many Olympiads! Ah barbarous! Un-
grateful man! Hyrcanian tiger! Deaf ad-
der! Mountain cat! Tarantula of Apulia!
In fo many months could it never enter your.
head, to let me know that you were alive !
I believe that the ftreams of Manfanare are
the waters of Lethe, and that you {fwim in
them like a trout. I believe that you have
entirely forgot my name, and if any one
fhould mention it, you would afk, who is this
Metaftafio? I made Migliayacca correct the
Armida Placata, and it was {peedily tranf-
‘mitted to you. I wrote to you about this
and my own affairs. I hoped that my pic-
ture muft be arrived by this time, and the
delicate commifiion I gave you, executed ; but
with all thefe ffimuli, not one fign of life is
given. I would have you take care of your
felf. Either contrive to difarm my poetical
fury, or I thall transfix you with a fatire in

s 3 your
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your praife, fufficient to make the beard of
the Farnefe Hercules tremble, though made
of ftone. And here I begin. A beautiful

lady whofe nods are laws, knowing that we

are friends, will have me write to you in

order to propofe for your theatre, a firen of

ours, whom the proteéts. The firen recom-

mended is called Colomba Mattei; the isa Ro-

man, and feems about two or three and

twenty, at moft. Her voice is a foprano,

clear in tone, without defects; has great

agility, and extends, with eafe, to two oltaves,

“from Btob. Singsin good tafte, and has
a good portamento. She has a well propor-

tioned figure, fine eyes, is not ugly, afls

well, and is very ambitious of diftinguifhing

herfelf by her performance. Here fhe has

acquired univerfal applaufe, as well for her

finging, as ation ; though on the fame ftage

with our African, the Tefi, the capricious

Caffariello, and a tenor in the fervice of the

Elettor of Cologn, called Raaff, who fings

like a feraph. I, who am the father of all

doubters, hear her with pleafure, and thould

not know what more to with ‘in her, if her

ftature, which is fo genteel and well propor-

tioned, had a little more height, and her

voice, with all its {weetnefs and agility, had

a very
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a very little more fullnefs. She has per<
formed three years at Palermo, as firft wo-
mon; at Naples, as fecond, with the Aftrua;
as firft at the court of Bareith, in the nomi-
nal fervice of which fhe is at prefent; and
now fhe is fecond to the Tefi; but will fing
no more as fecond, unlefs with a few of the
moft celebrated profeffors on the ftage; as the
knows that the reft are not better than her-
felf. The gentlemen who direét the opera,
have already requefted her to remain here
another feafon ; but the keeps them in fuf-~
penfe, having heard from fome Maeftro di
Capella or other, before the quitted Naples,
that the would have an application from Ma-
drid; and it appears tome, that the is more
partial to the Doubloons of Spain, than the
Ungheri of Germany. 1 am not anxious
that you fhould engage her ; but I very much
with that the lady who patronifes her, thould
be convinced how implicitly the has been
obeyed. So that if you do not want ber, at
leaft write me a letter that may preferve
my credit. But if you thould with to enter -
into a treaty with her, in order to fave time,
at fo enormous a diftance, you might include
in your letter to me, a fketch of an article,
{pecifying the falary and the conditions by

' 4 which
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which it is to be obtained ; and by this fketch,
I fhall regulate my conduét, always ftudying
your intereft moft afluredly more than that
" that of any other. I muit tell you, that I
make a great facrifice, by entering into this
theatrical negociation. Though if you were
to fee from what beautiful lips the com-

mands I execute came, you would approve
my condefcenfion. But let us have done

with firens *,
How am [ to account for your profound
filence about my loft place, which has fo

* By this account of the opera fingers at Vienna, in
1749, we may judge of Metaftafio’s opinions, candour,
and good tafte, in fpeaking of vocal talents. Caffarelli
came young into England, to great diadvantage, as the-
immediate fucceffor of Farinelli; but afterwards mounted '
to the fummit of hisart, not only in talents, but caprice.
The T¢fi never was in England, nor a favourite of Metaf-
tafio ; but as an atrefs, as well as finger, in a grand, more
than an amiable ftyle, fhe acquired great reputation, par-
ticularly in the German courts. His charaéter of the
Mattei is exa&t to the nieeft degree of difcrimination, as
-many perfons ftill living, who faw and heard her after-
wards in England, as fecond woman with Mingetti, and
firft with Potenza and Elizi, will allow. And the high
praife he has beftowed on the celebrated Tenor, Raaf, was
that of every fecling judge of vocal abilities who heard
bim.  See characters of all thefe opera fingers : Mufical
Tours, and Hifts of Mufic, vol. iv.

long
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long afflited me? You have perhaps loft
all courage at the firft repulfe? Has a {light
contrary wind then made you run into port?
No, my dear Gemello: fuch little fortitude
would never charaterize you. With a fair
wind, no one would ever have recourfe to
the powers of Farinelli. It is from the dif-
ficulties of the enterprife, that it becomes
worthy of his care. If the doors are not
opened at the firft attempt, they may per-
haps at the fccond. And it happens fre-
quently, that he who refifts the firft affault,
at the fecond, is vanquithed. Remember

that you are combatting for your fellow twin,
“in a thoft juft caufe. And if it thould be
gained, it would be no difgrace in the eyes
of Europe, cither to thofe who granted, or
thofe who folicited, the favour.

You will, perhaps, be curious to know how
Caffariello has been received ; and here fol-
lows the true hiftory. The wonders related
. of him by his adherents, had excited expec-
tations of fomething above humanity ; but
the firft night, he abfolutely difpleafed every
body, and was moft clearly and univerfally
difapproved. He faid that he was fo op-
preiled and difconcerted by the prefence of
their Imperial Majefties, that he could not

recover
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other period of his life; and yet, in his let-
ters, he has given frequent proofs of hilarity,
particularly in writing to his firft and con-
ftant patronefs, the Princefs di Belmonte.
Two of thefe letters, not in the colleétion
publithed at Nice, have been inferted in Sig.
Saverio Mattei’s Memoirs of the poet.

The firft contains an account of an earth-
quake that happened in Germany, in June
1749, which he defcribes in the following
manner. -

“ On Monday was fevennight, at 3'o’clock
in the afternoon, we were favoured with
the unexpected vifit of an earthquake, an
animal hardly known in thefe regions.. The
effects of this vifit were certainly not flight,
as there is fcarcely a fingle perfon here who
did not perceive it; and if the city has
efcaped from damage, the environs and the
country have fuffered confiderably, by the
appearance of great bodies of water, without
knowing whence they came, and which
" have inundated confiderable traés of land.
The motion was not, as ufual, undulatory,
from fide to fide, but upwards and down-
wards, which will perhaps account for
the little damage which the buildings fuf-
tained.  The principal fthock was preceded

and
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and fellowed by others, but much lefs vio-
lent. /Your excellency will eafily believe,
that we are full of terrors; as indeed we
well may, as this is one of the leaft amuf-
ing of all nature’s fports ; and as it has hap-
pened in a country not at all ufed to com-
pliments of this kind, it isnatural that, befides
the ufual fear on fuch occafions, it thould
have produced all the {ymptoms of a terrible
furprife.  You will take it for granted, that
our churches are full, and our theatres
empty ; our muficians idle, and our preach-
ers fatigued ; that we are covered with fack-
cloth and afthes, and, in fhort, that Vienna
refembles Nineveh in penitence. But your
excellence will now be pleafed to obferve,
how poffible it is, from good reafoning, to
draw falfe conclufions. Nothing of all this
has happened. The theatres were never
more frequented ; the inhabitants more fe-
rene ; or aflemblies more chearful. We did
‘indeed, for about two days, talk of this un-
expected gueft ; but not more than we thould
have done of a Rhinoceros, an Elephant, or
any other ftrange animal. At the time I
am writing this letter, it is no longer {fpoken
of : and the journey of Madamoifelle Tag/ia-
wni, the dancer, through this city, from

1 _ Italy
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Italy to Drefden, has inftantly fuperfeded
all kind of mention of the earthquake in our
converfation. Your Excellence will con-
clude, from this moft faithful account, how
much more quiet our coniciences are here,
than elfewhere : and that nature has benign-
ly furnifthed us with that fortitude and equa-
nimity, without trouble, which, in other
countries, is only to be acquired by a long
and painful ftudy of philofophy.. Nor is your
Excellency to believe, that this heroifm is
granted here to none but the Germans: this
hofpitable climate communicates its privi-
leges, even to foreigners: for I have obfer-
ved the fame firmnefs in all the Italians refi- .
¢ent in this city.  So trueitis, that coward-
ile is a diforder which is caught by the mind,
as the fmall-pox or meazles by the body.”

In a fecond lcttcr ‘to the fame princefs,
dated July the 5th, we have a very pleafant
and lively relation of a Tweedle-dum and
Tweedle-dee quarrel, which had juft hap-
pened in the Opera-houfe at Vienna.

“ In exchange for the mufical news with
which your Excellence has honoured me,
concerning our amiable friend, Monticells, 1
thall give you fome military tidings of our
valiant Cgffarelli, who a few days ago, gave

public
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public proofs of his being no lefs a votary of
Mars, than of Apollo. F¥or my misfortune,
I was not prefent at thefe military feats:
but the following is a moft faithful narrative.
The Poet of this theatre, is a Milanefe
-young man, defcended from very worthy
parents ; but inconfiderate, a great admirer
of the fair fex, defpifing money, and not
more rich in abilities, than deficient in judg-
ment. To this young author, the mana-
gers of this theatre have confided, not only
the fettling the books of the words, but all
the arrangements of the ftage. 1 know not
whether it proceeded from rivalry of talents,
or perfonal beauty, but the poet and the
finger, from the beginning, have been upon
the qui wive, and treated each other with
fneers and farcafins. At length, Migliavacca
(the poet) iffued out orders for a rehearfal
of the opera that was preparing. All the
performers obeyed the fummons, except
Caffarelli; whofe abfence was occafioned,
cither by a mutinous {pirit, or an innate
averfion to every {pecics of obedience.
However, at the end of the rchearfal, he
appeared ; and to the falutations of the
company, in a very contemptuous and dif=
dainful manner, atked, #iat was the ufe of
4 _ thefe
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thefe rehearfals 2 The Coryphzeus anfwered,

in a voice of authority, that ¢ No onc was
obliged to be accountable to him for what
was doing ; that he ought to be glad that
his own failure of attendance had been fuf-
fered : that his prefence or his abfence would
be of little utility to the fuccefs of the opera;
and though he did what he pleafed himfelf,
he ought, at leaft, to let others do their
duty.” Caffarelli violently irritated at the
air of authority which Migliavacca had af-
fumed, politely interrupted him by faying,
that ¢ he who had ordered fuch a rehearfal
was a folemn coxcomb.”—Here all the pa-
tience and dignity of the direétor left him;
and fuffering himfelf to be blindly tranf-
ported from a poetical fury, to a more igno-
ble rage, he honoured the chanter with all
thofe glorious titles which Caffarelli had
merited in different parts of Europe; and
{lightly touched, but in very lively colours,
fome of the moft memorable tranfattions of
his life ; nor was he likely foon to come to
a clofe ; but the hero of his panegyric, cut-
ting the thread of his own praife, boldly
cried out to the panegyrift;  follow me, if
thou haft courage, to a place where there is
then moving towards.

the
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the door, beckoned him to come out. The
perplexed and threatened poet remained 4
moment in doubt: then fmiling, he fays;
¢ truly fuch a rival as thee makes me blufh :
but come along! fince the chaftifing mad-
men and fools is always a chriftian work.”
And then advanced in order to take the
field. But Caffarelli having either thought
that the Mufes would not be fo valiant, of
that, according to the rules of the criminal
law, a delinquent ought to be punithed iz
Joco patrati deliti, changed his firft refolu-
tion of feeking another field of battle, and
intrenching himfelf behind the door, drew
his bright blade, and prefented the point to
the enemy. Nor did the other refufe the
conteft:

Ma fiero anch’egli il rilucente acciaro
Libers dalla placida guarina.

But freeing from its peaceful fcabbard, he
Fiercely the fhining fteel difplays.

The fpetators tremble: each calling on
his titular faint ; expecting every moment to
fee poetical and vocal blood fmoke upon
the harpfichords and double-bafes. Till, at
length, the Sigmora Tef, rifing from under
her canopy, where, till now, fhe had re-

VOL. I. T mained
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mained a moft tranquil {peftator, walked
gently, and in a ftately ftep, towards the
combatants. When (Oh! {overeign power
of beauty !) the mad Caffareli, in the moft
violent ebullition of his wrath, captivated
and appeafed, by this unexpeéted tendernefs,
meets her with rapture; throws away his
fword, or rather lays it at her feet; begs
pardon for his error, generoufly facrificing
to her his vengeance, and fealing repeated
proteftations of obedience, refpet, and hu-
miliation, with a thoufand kiffes imprefled
on the hand of the arbitrefs of his fury. The
nymph fignified forgivenefs by a nod; the
poet fheathed his fword ; the {petators be-
gan to breathe ; and to the joyous found of
horfe-laughs, the tumultuous aflembly was
diffolved. In colleéting the numbers of the
wounded and the flain, none was found but
the poor copyift, who contrated, in trying
to feparate the combatants, a {fmall contu-
fion in the clavicula of the foot, from an
involuntary kick of Migliavacca’s Pegafus.
The next day the battle was recorded in an.
anonymous fonnet ; and foon after, an an-
{ver was produced by the belligerant poet.
I hope to procure a copy of both, to inclofe
in this letter. To day the German ctom-

1 medians
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medians will reprefent this extraordinary
event on the {tage. They fay, that already
not a place is to be had for love or money,
and it is not yet twelve o’clock. 1 fhould be
very glad to be one of the audience, if I
were poflefled of an invifible ring.

LETTER I

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI.

I was meditating a fatire in your praife,
to revenge my fufferings from your barba-
rous filence, when the' Venetian ambaflador
fent me your moft affettionate letter of the
6th of May, written at Aranjues. I ought
to conceal from you the afcendant you have
over my foul, and the rapidity with which
your hand writing not only appeafed my
wrath, but reprefented to my mind the moft
minute circumftances of your merit, againft
which I have no defence. Pray make no
bad ufe of this confeflion; be more humane
in future ; and do not rely too much on the
{weetnefs of my temper. There is no bitter
fo infupportable, as that which arifes from
corrupted fweetnefs. You remember the
Neapolitan pumpkins, called winter. melons :

T 2 while
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while they are found, how neftareous ! But
the inftant they begin to decay, how poi-
Afonous! Suppofe your Metaftafio to be one
.of them, take care that he is not f{poiled, if
you wifh not to be poifoned. Thank hea-
ven! my picture has at length reached you.
Oh how I envy its good fortune to be al-
ways in the company of my dear Gemello,
while I am f{eparated from him by half
Europe ! 1 confefs great obligations to the
portrait, as it has procured to the original
the approbation of thofe moft clement mo-
narchs. The account you have given me, is
fufficient to turn the heads of all the hermits
of the Thebaid; confider then what effe&
it muft have had upon the mind of a poor
grafshopper of Parnaflus, naturally vain, like
the reft of the poetical tribe. I never ceafe,
from morning to night, repeating to myfelf
Se le conofce en la cara, &c. (f). Whata pro.-
digious fatigue 1s it,not to believe all this,
and tell it to the whole world! This glory
I owe to vou, confider therefore how much
I think myfelf obliged to you.

I am certain that Migliavacca is perfeétly
contented with the magnificent prefent

() A Neapolitan old ballad.
which
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which you™ procured him, and believe he
will never have fuch another as long as he
lives, nor one acquired with lefs fatigue.
Indeed he only fpoiled what I had fketched
out ;~aad Jobliged me, for the credit of my
intépdpition, and for your fake, to new
write the principal {cenes; to help the feet
of the limping fongs, and, in fhort, to give
myfelf more trouble than if he had not
written a fingle verfe. It is, however, fuf-
ficient, that, by dint of {colding and fretting,
the piece is likely to, have a good effect, if
the perfon who performs the part of Armida
is a good A¢?rice. I am unacquainted with
the firft woman, and therefore can form no
prognoftics. All I am certain of is, that
the fuperb prefent made to Migliavacca has.
afforded me much more pleafure than I
thould' have experienced if you had procured
me a Cardinal’s cap. It afforded me a fine
text to preach on through the court and
city; and an opportunity of acquainting
every body with the noble and generous way
of thinking of my dear Farinelli, for which
I love him -ftill more than for that excel-
lence which fets him at the head of all the
tuneful hierarchy.

T 3 Would
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Would to heaven I could boaft, my dear
friend, that the nerves of my poor head
correfponded with the placid countenarce
which the painter has been pleafed to give
to my portrait. This letter was begun the
19th, will be finithed, God willing, to-day, the
2sth. When I apply with a little attention,
the nerves of my fenforium are put intoa
violent tumult. I grow as red as a drunk-
ard; and am obliged to quit my work, or
heaven knows what might be the confe-
quence. Moft people are deceived by ap-
pearances, which they do not believe; and
my Irhperial Miftrefs has beén, and perhaps
1s now, in the fame error as yourfelf. How-
ever, in revenge for my not having written
any thing during the laft five years, though
it was very much wifhed, fhe has increafed
my falary, a few weeks ago, goo florirs, an-
nually, for which I never had the leaft idea
of foliciting. Think how much I muft
bluth at finding myfelf {o unable to manifeft
my gratitude for this Imperial bounty, which
being {pontaneous during fuch an adverfe
period as the prefent, is of infinitely more
value, than much greater gifts, granted to
folicitation in profperous times. I have
thereforec determined to try the ftrength

of
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of my head this fummer (if we are to have
any, for we ftill wear cloth clothes), and
give a teftimony to my fovereign of my in-
gjination, at leaft, by fome produétion, long,
iht\)lrt, good or bad, as it may happen.

rom this too faithful account, my dear
Gemello may judge what promife I am able
to make, to furnifh the opera you wifh for
“your court. If there is an individual in the
world whom I with to pleafe, be affured
that it is yourfelf. But how can I attempt
it, while I am fo deep in my fovereign’s
debt for paft indolence? If my complaints
thould abate fufficiently to enable me to write
the compofition 1 meditate, after duty is
fulfilled, you will be my firft thought. I
fwear it to you on the altar of friendthip:
a divinity invoked by all, though very little
refpeted ; yet I hope to convince you that
my devotion is free from hypocrify.

What a magnificent air is that which
you have {fent me ! If you had not confided
to me, who was the author of it, I thould
have difcovered him by thofe Portament: di
vece, which at prefent are no longer in
fathion among the bunglers of modern
times. We have enjoyed this air many times,
reafonably well executed, in Althan Houfe ;
' : T 4 byt
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but this balm 1s poifoned, by refle¢ting upan
the almoft utter impoffibility of our ever
hearing it in its perfeétion, from the mouth
of the mafter of mafters. Oh how much
have the Countefs Althan and all the com-
pany talked of you! And with how many
commiffions am I charged! Imagine ta
yourf=!f expreflions worthy of your merit;
as the writing them would require a volumt;
inftead of a letter. :

I perceive by your laft, that you have not
forgotten my Neapolitan affair ; I am grate-
ful to you for it. But our operations go qg
fo flawly, that I cannot prefage much good.
I forefaw the difficulties we were likely to
encounter, through all the juftice of my
caufe; and if you were not the pilot of my
veflel, I fhould give her over for loft. But
of this, enough at prefent; be not difcou-
raged by the difficulties, and remembey that
you tail for your moft faithful friend.

Vienna, June 19, 1749.

P LET
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LETTER IV.

TO THE SAME.

THoucH 1 wrote you a long letter but a
few days ago, I cannot refrain from ems-
bracing you again, in confequence of letters
which 1 have juft received from Naples.
Thefe letters inform me, that the difficulties
concerning the reftitution of my place are
very great, on account of its having been
fold ; but at the fame time affure me, that
the applications in my favour come from
crowned beads. Hence I difcover with what
integrity of heart,-and ardour of true friend-
~ thip, you have worked for me. So that
though no advantage thould ever be derived
from it, I thall remember it during my whole
life 5 and you will always remain the deareft
object of my refletions, In fhort, my dear
and admirable Charles, is not only the pa-
triarch of the whole tuneful hierarchy, but
the king of honeft men, and model of true
friends, God preferve you, for the confola-
tion of thofe who love you, and the confu-
fion of all thofe who want the -goodnefs of

heart to imitate you !
' That
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That the court of Naples fhould difburfe
the mopey to indemnify the purchafer of
the Precettoria, is a difficulty firft coufin to
impoflibility ; but in order to fecond the be-
pevolent zeal of your court, a compenfation
might eafily be found for the purchafer, or
for me. To me, for example, why, in a
defperate cafe, could not an ecclefiaftical be:
nefice be given, which cofts nothing ? And
if any one fhould be vacant, and you think
this expedient feafible, pray make ufe of it
according to your own difcretion. If I thould
again recommend this affair to you, I fhould
be the moft ungrateful of mortals.. You
not only are no dealer in {fmoke, but work
for me, even without taking to yourfelf the
merit of informing me of it; and I hear
from every one of your activity, except
from yourfelf. Thofe great perfonages who
favour you, and think you fo worthy of their
affection, have good reafon for what they do.
Adieu, dear Gemello. If you were near
me, you would read better :n my face, than
in my letter, the tranfport of affeftion and
 gratitude which this new teftimony of your
kindnefs has imprefled on my mind; a tranf-
port, however, which does not depend on the

fuccefs
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fuccefs of the enterprife, but on your fincere,
friendly, and generous activity.
Vienna, June 27, 1749.

"LETTER V.

TO0O THE SAME.

THE rapturous gratitude and affeCtion
which overflowed in my laft letter, con-
cerning the news which I had received from
Naples, did not allow me tranquillity to tran-
{cribe the Cantata which I now inclofe.
Your manner of afting appeared to me fo
generous and uncommon, that I could think
of nothing elfe. The general praétice is to
promife much, and do very little; but you'
do a great deal, and fay nothing. So that
my intelligence of the kind offices which
you perform for me in Spain, comes from
Naples. In thort, there is but one Farinelli.
T am proud to find that the irrififtible in-
clination which I always felt to attach my-
felf to you, is fo reafonable. I wifh you to
believe, that whatever may be the termina-
tion of this bufinefs, my gratitude will ever
remain the fame: for you have convinced
me, that if it were in your power to elect
me Pope, I might already begin to grant

Indulgencies :
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Indulgencics : and this is fufficient to bind
~ the heart and affetion of a1 honeft man:
Succefs does not depend on ourfelves.

I inclofe two Cantatas: the firft for two
voices, confifting of recitaive, with two
airs for graceful mufic, anl a very tender
duet. The interlocutors ars an affeétionate
nymph, and a fhepherd naturally jealous;
and I fhould hope, that feafoned by your
notes, and exccuted to yoar fatisfaction, it
might have an effect. Tke other is a Can-
tata for a fingle voice, in a more chearful
ftyle. An ingenuous man fpeaks in it to a
little nymph of the bird kind, who wifhes
to entangle him; which he does not per-
ceive. If you knew the original, the copy
would not difpleafe you. But fuch ariginals
abound every where ; and you will find fome
of them at Madrid. The recitative is very
long 3 but the force of the cantata lies only
in the recitative. If it will {ferve you for
nQ other purpofe, divert yourfelf with read-
ing it. As neither this nor the other has
yet been publithed, that circumftance will,
perhaps, give them fome value, if they can
boaft of no other.

-~ I'muft inform you, that I fing your air
like a feraph: Count Anthany of Althan”

plays
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plays the firft violin; the other performers
are unknown to you. But, my good mafter,
vou muft not laugh at us, as, by the con-
feflion of many, we do you very great ho-
nour : fo fpare your ridicule, I entreat you.
But @ propos to ridicule, I believe I com-
mitted a great blunder in my laft letter. It
{eems as if I fdid, that in a defperate cafe,
if the place could not be reftored, an equi-
valent might be folicited in an ecclefiaftical
benefice, which would coff the royal treafury
nothing: now I ought to Lave faid, an
ecclefiaflical penfion, and not a benefice. As,
I believe, to be qualified for a benefice, the
candidate thould be a native, though not for
a penfion. But thefe are only hints for a
defpcrate cafe, to which, with your fupport,
I hopc we fhall never be driven. For by
accounts from Naples, as I find the tree was
fhook by the firft blow it received from you,
it 1s to be hoped that, by another little
ftroke, it will fall. But I have alrcady
teazed vou too much on this fubject. Adieu.

Vienna, July 9, 1749.

The next letter to Farinelli dwells on a
long, and now uninterefting difcuffion of
his
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his Neapolitan claims, and is ended in the
following manner.

LETTER VL

TO THE SAME.

I BEGAN a little drama, to pleafe my au-
guft Miftrefs, but have been obliged to dif
continue it. My head fuffers cruelly from
the flighteft exercife of intelle€t. Itis a
barbarous thing, my dear friend, and ftill
more barbarous, as it is difficult to be be-
lieved. However, I fhall try again, as [am
athamed of my inaétivity, though involun-
tary. I beg you to believe firmly that, next
to my patronefs, to whom my firft duty is
due, I fhall place my dear Gemello before
all the monarchs upon earth. From the
courts of Turin and Drefden, befides many
other places of lefs confequence, I have been
affailed with offers innumerable’; but life is
a fardle, number one. And we muft preferve
it as long as God pleafes. The fum total of
all this is, that if I am able to work for any
one except my patronefs, it will be for you.
Though you have not promifed to take care
of my Neapolitan bufinefs, I know it will

not
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not be forgotton, and I am already as much
indebted to you as if it was happily finifhed.
I know that twins only labour with fuch
zeal and efficacy as you have done.

I thould not difcontinue writing, but it is
late, and I am tired. All falutations are
returned to you, and I embrace you with my
accuftomed affection.

Vienna, Auguft 16, 1749.

LETTER VIL

TO THE SAME.

I was juft in the a& of pulling on my
boots for my ufual journey into Moravia, at
this time of the year, when your moft de-
lightful letter from Madrid, of the 29th of
July, was brought to me; but the poftilion
waits, and I cannot let him depart with-
out an anfwer for my deareft Charles.
I thould feem to travel with a fting in my
confcience, which would let 'me have no
peace during the whole journey; and with
fuch a fin on my back, God knows how
many {pokes may be broken, how often I
may be overturned, how many horfes may
become reftiff, or how many drunken pof-

tilions
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tilions may rob me of all patience. No, no,
let us avoid all danger.

I feel at this very time, that a cheft of
Vanilla chocolate, fnufl, and bark, tributes
which India furnithes to Spain, and your
grcat heart to me, are under fail. By the
gift I judge of the donor. My palate flat-
tered with fuch delicious beverage, my nofe
fo delightfully tickled, my veins furnifhed
with fuch guards againft all irregular effer-
velcence of the blood, and every other mem-
ber of my_ very frail little frame, through
envy or pleafure, arc all in fuch a tumult of
gratitude, as to-proteft that all their motions
thall be regulated in future by the nod of
their generous bencfaétor.  You who are a
great algebraift, calculate yourfelf, in the
firft place, how much I love and efteem
you; then how dear every thing is that
comes from vou, though in itfelf indifferent;
afterwards, find out how much I am de-
lighted with every new tcftimony of your
affetion ; and, finally, the intrinfic value of
the gift; fum up all thefe together, and
then, if arithmetic can go fo far, give me
the produdt.

But alas! my very fhort acknowledge-
ments appear already too prolix to your vir-

4 S - gin
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gin modefty; you already bluth, grow im-
patient and angry, but I laugh at all this;
and fee you are already appeafed. '
‘What is the beautiful Caftellini doing; and
is it true that, the is {o pleafed with my falu-
tations? that the means to honour me with
her correfpondence? Ah! if you love me,
let not my friendfhip be put to fo great a
trial. After the alluring defcription which
you have given of this amiable perfon, the
violent temptation of a letter would precipi-
tate me into the commiffion of fome mental
infidelity, for which I fhould be inconfolable.
Tell her, however, that, as a.twin, I can only
receive the emotions of your heart at the
rebound ; that when I hear your name, I
feel a certain tingling fenfation which in-
commodes me, and yet I have no with that
it thould be difcontinued ; that if the Man-
zanare was not fo diftant from the Danube,
1 thould have come to try whether the would
receive me with open arms, as fthe does my
falutations; and tell her No Sir, tell
her nothing. The road is too flippery, and
it is eafier to keep out of it, than, whcn en-
tered, to avoid falling. »
I would not have you imagine, that my
journey into the country will occafion the
VOL. I. v leaft
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leaft prejudice to the affairs of Sig. Rodolfo.
I leave them in the hands of a zealous agent,
and moft amiable friend, who is on the
watch, and ready to write to me, if any ma-
terial occurrence fhould happen. It is un-
lucky that the Emperor is continually mov-

_ing about from placé to place: now .in
Hungary, now in Moravia, now in the
chace, now encamped, or at- the- Baths,
During thefe laft two months, -he has not
‘been four days in his palace in this neigh-
bourhpod. When he is ftationary there, at
this time of the year, he is three miles dif-
tant from the city, and the poer ‘agénts are
forced to run many times after . him,. before
they can catch him flying.

I thank you for your categorical anfwer
to Mademoifelle Mattei, I have-had it read .
to the perfon who gave me the commiffion,
and that’s all I wanted. )

‘The poftilion foupds his horn, and I muft
conclude. All who know that I am writing
to you, beg to be remembered; but I am
not in a humour to: write all their names.
Our dear Countefs of -Althan muft, how-
cver, not be omitted, who is as partial te
you as ever.

e

| V;enna,‘Se.ptember 6, 1749
4 . LET
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LETTER VIIL

TO THE SAME.

BenoLp me again at Vienna; where I
. have to anfwer your two letters of the 23d,
and 3oth of September. But the chapters
are different, and muft be feparated; let us
begin with the moft eafy. PR
I ordered, even from the country, Mig-
- hiavacca to have the Licenza ready for you,
whenever it might be wanted. On my re-
turn hither, I. immediately fent for him,
and on Saturday morning made him read,
corre&t what he had done, and inclofe the
Licenza you requefted in a letter, with my
affeftionate falutations, and an affurance
that 1 only poftponed writing myfelf, till
Wednefday, when I hoped to have it
in my power to fay fomething pofitive
to you concerning Cavalli. Yefterday I
was informed that Migliavacca, in com-
ing from the opera, was fuddenly attack-
ed in his way home; received two vio-
lent wounds in his head, by perfons un-
known, and that, as yet, there was no de-
termining what would be the confequence,
U2 - Not
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Not being the moft exaét commiffary in the
world, God knows whether he had written
the letter and fent away the Licenza, as I
had defired him, previous to this event. In
his prefent ftate, it would feem devoid of all
chriftian charity to difturb him about this
bufinefs: I have therefore tried to recolle&
the Licenza, have read it over and over
again, chewed it, and really believe that I
have recovered every line. I have tran
fcribed and enclofed it, that it may arrive in
time.—But behold! HMere comes a perfon
who informs me, that laft night Migliavacca
was at the theatre! A proof that the
wounds were not very ferious ; they will I
hope however ferve as corre@ives.

Now 1 have room, and have written fo
little, I thall add a few words; as an adver-
tifement, not a recommendation. Know
then, that a Neapolitan Maeftro di Capella
of the name of JoMmELLI, has fet two of my
operas here. He is about thirty-five years*
of age, of a {pherical figure (g), pacific dif-
pofition, with an engaging countenance,
moft pleafing manners, and excellent mo-
rals. He has furprifed me. I have foundin
him all the harmony of Hafle, with all the

(g) Jomelli was remarkably corpulent.
grace,
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grace, expreflion, and invention of Vinci.
At prefent he is gone to Venice, to bring on
the ftage my Ciro, and returns immediately
to Vienna, to do the fame piece of fervice
to Didone. . Befides this, he is* engaged to
compofe two operas for out theatre, next
year. - You will certainly hear of him from
other quarters ; but I with you to know my
opinion of him. It appears to me, as if be
wifbed to be heard in Spain; if that fhould
ever happen, I am certain he would do you
honour. You will confider whether it will
be expedient to engage him for one year or
two. Befides the operas which he entirely
new fets, he will make no difficulty of ac- ‘
commodating whatever bld operas you pleafe;
and if you thought it more convenient that
he thould compofe at home, and fend .you his
productions, as was done by Leo, he will be |
equally ready to join iffue with you. In fhort,
he is made of a pafte to which you may give
whatever form you pleafe. Make ufe of this
information, which, however, s no recom-
.mendation, and requires no oftenfible anfwer.
Adieu my dear Gemello; T can write no
more to day. ‘Love me, and believe me

obftinately yours.
Vienna, November 12, 1749.

U3 The



( 294 )

The Licenza mentioned by Metaftafio in
this letter, is printed at the end of it, though
not in his works. It is a kind of compli-
mentary Epilogue to the Opera of Armida,
performed before the king and queen of
Spain, at the court of Madrid. The inter-
locutors are, Apollo, and the Mufes. The
God chides his daughters for trifling away
their time in talking about Armida, while
the virtues of their beft friends, the Sove-
reigns of Manzat}are, remain unfung. '

LETTER IX.

' TO FARINELLI.

You were fo angry with the menaftic re-
fidence, called a country feat, where you
had. caught your fore¢ throat, when you
wrote your laft letter to me, that you neither
named the year, day, nor place, in which it
was written. God fend the fame thing may
not happen in direGing your next letter to
me ; as I may then expeét it till the ‘day of
judgment, without its ever coming to 'my
hands. :

I am extremely impatient to - hear, that
your throat is in priffinum; and hope you will

not
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not retard the news, but relieve my mind
from its folicitude on that account, as foon
as poffible. But my dear Gemello, though
Iown it to be a very troublefome com-
plaint, and pity you fincerely; yet, to con-
fefs the truth, (under favour) it is but fair
that per que quis peccat, per bec & puniatur,
that the peccant part fhould fuffer. God
knows how many fins the witchgraft of your
. throat has occafioned ; therefore a little caf-
tigation of that part may not be amifs.

By-to day’s poft, I have advice, that the
cheft of fnuff.is arrived at Trieffe. My nofe
is in the greateft impatience.

The wax-faced Tefi withes to have a
certain Ransers Collin fecretary to the Abate
Vernaccini, recommended to you, and
wants me to do the bufinefs. It is fufficient
that you acknowledge I have written to you
about him ; however, I am very little ac-
quainted with him.

Count Nicolas Efterhafi, who will be our
Ambaffador at-your court, calls himfelf your
friend, and withes me to fend compliments
to you in his name; and to fay, among other
things, that he is very impa\tient to embrace
you,

U4 If
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If T had more room, I would fend you a
long Litany of falutations, but that not
- being the cafe, content yourfelf with thofe
of the Countefs d’Althan.

Vierina, December 3, 1749

1

LETTER X
TO THE SAME.

By working for you in verfe, I fhall have
no time to-day, for writing to you in profe.
Here is the poem you wifhed, with the fup-
plement. I fhould have attempted this for
none but my dear Gemello. The thing is
not fo eafy as you imagine. It is not fuf--
ficient that an additional part thould be good
in itfelf, it thould be fo adapted as to fit the
place, otherwife it is a wen upon a produc-
tion that was conceived without it.  Be that
as it may, the bufinefs'is done, and if well
reprefented, may have an effeét. I have not
had time even to tranfcribe it. God knows
whether you will be able to decipher my
original fketch. 'With more leifure it might
perhaps have been better ; but, at prefent,
you muft content yourfelf, however deficient
you may find it.

The
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- The pleafure I felt at your recovering
from the terrible fore throat with which you
were afflicted, made me f{wallow the pill
without making faces. It is a great confo-
lation to me to perceive, by your letter, the
tranquil ftate of your mind; a proof that
the machine is in order, which I wifh indif-
foluble. I have made a good ufe of the in-
formation you gave me, concerning the flat-
tering remembrance of your moft gracious
fovereign. ' I have fpread it about the court,
and it is talked of every where! Good God!
why has not it been always the fame !

The fnuff is not yet arrived ; but accord
ing to the advice I have received, it cannot
be far from Vienna. You fhall be informed
the inftant I get {cent of it.

I with you joy of the mufic of Buranello,
who, according to what I have heard, will
be a"good compofer for violins, violoncellos,
and for fingers; but a very bad workman
for poets., He thinks as much about the
words when he is fetting them, as you .of
being eletted Pope ; and if he did think of
them, I am not fure he would do better.
He abounds in ideas, though not always his
own, nor well conneéted together. In fhort,
he is not my Apoftle, I fpeak with fin-

cerity
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¢erity to my dear Gemello, but in public, 1
leave him in that ftate of credit in which he
is held by thofe who judge with the ear, and
not the underftanding.

Vienna, December 27, 1749.

This is a very fevere cenfure of that fpi-
rited and fanciful compofer, Galupps detts
Buranelis. But though Buranello’s Pegafus,
in the year 1749, was wild and ungoverna-
ble, he lived long enough to break and bring
him into order. This compofer, in his
younger days, wrote with a rapidity which
allowed him little leifure for attending to
words, or indeed to the ftriét rules of couns
terpoint; but continuing to compofe up-
wards of thirty years after this period, he
produced works both for the church and
ftage, which, in fpite of the tranfient ftate of
mufical fame, will long be admired by true
judges of the art. Galuppi died at Venice,
1782, at 85. Seec Hiff. Mupic, vol iv.

END OF THE SIXTH SECTION.,
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"SECTION' VIL

HAVING prefented the reader with all the
letters which the poet wrote to his friend
Farinelli during the year 1749, a retrofped
muft be taken of thofe to his other corref
pondents during the fame year. And the
firft which has been hitherto unnoticed, is
addrefled to an author of an oratorio, to
which a Bolognefe printer had affixed the
name of Metaftafio. ‘

nefamE—
LETTER L
TO SIG. D. LUIGI LOCATELLI, AT GENOA. .

- THERE is no refentment, Sir,’ more juft,
than that which you feem to feel at finding
yourfelf defrauded of the glory-juftly due to
your own kabours, nor undertaking more
laudable, than that of reclaiming it. It is
not only mine, but the common intereft. of
évery writer, to take an a&ive part in’your
y ’ favour.
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favour. I therefore am moft ready to pub-
lith as often as you pleafe, that I had no
kind of fhare in the writing, or conception
of the drama called La Via della croce, to
which as you have been pleafed to inform
me, my name has been fet by the Bolognefe
printer. I am fo little to blame for this
robbery, that having been totally ignorant
of it till now, I am wholly exempt even
from the complacence into which the mif~
take that does me honour, might have fedu-
ced me. I am, however, obliged to him
- ‘'who has thus procured me your friendthip,
though by an oblique road. And beg of you
to furnith me with frequent occafions of
meriting that honour, and to believe me to

be, &c. 4
Vienna, March 20, 174g.

SR

Metaftafio, in forting his papers many years
after, found a copy of this letter; and in
order to authenticate it, gave teftimony on ‘
the back with his own hand, that it was

genuine, figning it PIETRO METASTASIO.
Vienna, June 26, 1755,

The next letters, written in 1749, of
which the notice has been hitherto poft-

poned,
-_—
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poned, in order to avoid breaking the chain
of his correfpondence with Farinelli, are the
following.

-

LETTER IL

70 THE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE, AT
' NAPLES.

J PERCEIVE, by your moft refpeéted letter
of the 14th of July, that you regard the
{flow arrival at ratiocination among the peo-
ple who refide within the Arétic Circle, as
a difadvantage. But.I, (begging your par-
don) regard it as one of the greateft bleflings
which providence can grant to us poor mor=
tals, and am unable to fay what 1 would
not give to be poffefled of a fuperior degree
of ftupidity. Of what ufe is this perfpica-
cious celerity of combination? Perhaps to
forefee the future? Oh what vanity! In
{fo many years painful experience, I have
difcovered, to my fhame, that in reafoning
upon the events of this world in the moft
accurate manner I was able, I have deduced
the moft falfe confequences. For fo nu-
merous and uncertain are the poffible con-
tingences, that it is utterly impoffible for the

human.
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human mind to fee them all: and one fingle
circumftance omitted, in laying the foun-
dation of our reafoning, ruins the whole
edifice. You know that if a_line deviates
one fingle point from its parallel, it be-
comes more diftant the further it 1s extended.
Hence I feem much more inclined to laugh
at-the prediétions deduced froin the reafon-
ing of our modern Ariftotles, than at the
dreams of the Abate Joachim (4) or the
vifions of Noftradamus (7).

A thort apologue of a Greek poet, feem-
ingly puerile, but of very ferious ufe in
reality, exhibits clearly to our view, both the
fallacy and mifchief of our reafoning faculty.
And being very fhort, it may help to fill
up the vacuity of this letter.

He fays, that human fouls, when con-
demned to animate our bodies, come forth
from their tranquil habitation at a door
which has a vafe on each fide ; in the one is

(5) A vifionary Theologian of the twelfth century,

whofe reveries were condemned by fubfequent councils.
(r) A celebrated Aftrologer and Fortune-teller of the
fixtcenth century, whofe wild prediGtions were not only
believed by the credulous multitude, but fought and ref-
pefted by moft of the princes of his time. It was the
younger brother of this Charlatan-who wrote the lives of

the ancient Provengal bards, publithed at Liyons, 1575.
, continued
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contained the fweet, and in the other the
bitter, which renders life happy or miferable,
The new traveller is obliged, by the laws of
fate, to ftop at going out, and tafte of both
thefe vafes, without knowing their contents;
but may drink much or little, juft as he
pleates. Now as all are poffefled with a pefe
tilent rage for divining by the force of rea-
fon, fee what are the confequences.

The foul which ftops firft to tafte of the
fweet vafe, conjettures that the contents of
the other muft be the fame, and eager to
double his pleafure, takes a greater gulp of
the bitter, but finds himfelf deceived, The
foul that ftops firft at the bitter vafe, by the
fame falfe reafoning, fuppofing he fhall di-
minith difguft, takes the fmalleft quantity
poflible of the {weet, and is equally deceived.
Hence it is, fays the poet, that in the whole
courfe of our lives, the fweet is fo much
- lefs than the bitter (£),

But fhould the reafoning faculty be grant-
ed to human pride, if the power of directing
the courfe of events is not likewife granted,
it would be of no other ufe than to make us
wretched. No axiom is more demonfitrable

03] See Homer’s Iljad, . Book xxiv,
‘ than,
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than that in this valley of tears our pains are
far more numerous than our pleafures. And
that our imaginary evils are infinitely more
terrible than the real. A poet with whom
I have fome flight acquaintance, among his
papers, not yet publithed, illuftrates the truth
of this fentiment, in the following manner.

Sempre ¢ maggior del vero
L’Idea della fventura,
Al credulo penfiero
Depinta dal timor

Chi_flolta il mal figura

" Affretta il proprio affanno,

Ed afficura un danno.
Quando & dubbiofo ancor (1)«

Ideal evil, when defign’d,

And colour’d by the artift fear,

Can more than real, rack mankind,
And gen’rate fufferings more fevere.

Mortals who fancied waes explore
Misfortune but anticipate,

And render certain, what before
Was doubtful and unfixt by fate.

And if your excellence tells me, that by
forefeeing misfortunes, and making a good

ufe of free-will, we may avoid them ; I fhall
anfwer, that this power is limited to our own

(1) Attilio Regolo, atto 1om fc, 11, not publithed

‘when this letter was written. .
1 little
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little frames, and does not extend beyond
them. Whatever free-agency I may boatft,
it is not in my power to prevent the ruin of
a kingdom which I may with profperous;
 the difgrace of a friend whom I may with
happy, or the infidelity of a nymph whom I
thould with to be conftant. So that after
the moft fubtle arguments, reafoning, com~ -
' binations, and fyftems; after having ex
tratted from the brain, the memory of things
paft; after totally forgetting the prefent in
purfuing the future, we at length, in fpite
of the ridiculous privilege of tormenting our~
felves, find that we are plunged into the
fame inconvenience in which we fhould have
been, if we had remained quiet, and let
things take their courfe. What then re-
mains for us, but to have recourfe to that
enviable indolence which is produced by
floical arrogance? And what, except the
Syllogifms of Seneca and Epiftetus, have
thefe fortunate people to fupport them in
their placid apathy ?—Softly, {foftly, good
Sig. Abate, you gallop without a bridle;
your argument proves too much, and preci-
pitates you into abfurdity without your per-
ceiving it. For, according to you, the life.
of an oyfter.or a tortoife would be infinitely
- WOL Iy X preferable
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‘preferable to ours.—I beg my life at your
Excellency’s fair hands. You deftroy my
arguments without mercy. If I thould for
a moment, lofe my hoM, you weuld draw
me into herefy whetlier I would or no. Let
us go on fair and foftly. In the firft place,
I wifth you tobe convinced, that I have

never forgot the difadvantage the tortoife
~ and oyfter lie under, from not having been
baptized, and that this misfortune alone
renders all thefe advantages unworthy of the
leaft confideration. In the next place, I
muft beg of you to remember, that our dif-
pute is not whether brutes are more happy
than reafonable creatures, but whether thofe
of the laft- mentioned clafs are moft happy

who think but little, or thofe who think too’

much. Therefore I muft beg of your Ex-
cellency not to turn the tables upon me, un-
fairly ; and I fhall own that this abfurdity
has not appeared equally ftrong in all, par-
ticularly among thofe who had the difgrace
to be born before the Temple of Janus was
thut by OE&avius Aughﬁus; for then 1t
would not have been difficult to prove, that
the tranquil ftupidity of an oyfter or tortoife
~ would be preferable to the tormenting: viva-
city of Pythagoras or Plato. But I fhall not

3 peremptorily
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peremptorily affert this from my own imag-
nation, but give you chapter and verfe.

A celebrated Florentine writer, called
Giovanni Battifta Gelli, who did great
honour to his country two centuries ago,
printed annals of the court of Circe, which
are very much to our purpofe. This illuf-.
trious inveftigator of remote antiquity, re-
lates, that Ulyfles, after the deftruéion of
‘Troy, having remained fometime at thecourt
of Circe, both as her lover and her prifon-
er; in fpite of all the allurements of that
enchanting abode, could not refrain from
perpetually meditating his efcape to his little
kingdom of Ithaca, in a miferable Ifland of
the Ionia Sea, but to-which he was extreme-
ly partial from its being his native country ;
and finding from the caution and vigilance
_ of his jealous guardian, that all his wiles and
ftratagems were vainly pratifed in trying to
procure his liberty, he determined to van-
quith her by open force. But while he was
waiting for @ favourable opportunity to put
this defign in execution, I know not in
what circumftances it happened, but he
one day fo well availed himfelf of moments
of exceflive tendernefs, that the.fond en-
chantrefs unable to refift him, promifed by

X2 one
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one of thofe oaths o terrible to the gods of
Homer, to grant him leave of .abfence for a
limited time; and the artful Ulyfles taking
advantage of her weaknefs, while off her
guard, puthed his viftory fo far as to afk
permiffion to take with him into Greece at.
leaft two of his numerous companions, who
being transformed into brutes of various
kinds wandered about the country ; and not
enly two were conceded to him, but all
thofe who were willing to follow him and
refume the human form. The fubtle Greek

certain that nothing would be denied to him,
- went on requefling that the loft faculty of
fpeech fhould be reftored to his companions,
that he might explain to them her pro-
pofition, and obtained it. Oh how fertile,
for our difgrace, did that fcandalous exam~
ple become of allowing brutes to fpeak!
But we fhall not interrupt our narrative
with refletions. Ulyfles continues the Au-
thor, proud of his triumph, and more than
certain of not leaving one of his companions
with the enchantrefs, impatient to perfet
his great work, tore himfelf as foon as pofii-
ble from her arms. The firft he happened
to meet with, in quitting the enchanted,

palace, was one of thofe elegant animals fo
- 4 unjuftly.
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unjuftly abhorred by the elet people, whofe
chief delight was to wallow in the mire,
neither afleep nor awake.

Ulyffes in fpying him ata dnﬁance, called
out to him, and enquired whether he was
one of his companions. He flowly lifted up
his fhout, but not at the firft found of the
voice, and as if impatient to get rid of im-
portunity, in a moft dry Spartan ftyle, ar~
tieulated, or rather grunted, in no very dif-
tinét manner, his name and country.

Oh my dear friend, exclaimed Ulyfles, in
difcovering who he was, return thanks to
‘the Gods: thy miferies are at an end, to
day we fhall both fet fail together for Greece.
‘What! why muft we fet fail? cries the
frightened brute; to whom Ulyfles briefly
_.difcovered the favour he had obtained from
Circe for himfelf and for fome of his com-
panions who ‘were willing to follow him.
‘The transformed Greek, comforted to hear
that the going or ftaying depended upon his
own choice, civilly withed his leader a good
voyage. But he, not believing that his
countryman was in earneft, afked him if he
joked ? I fhould joke indeed, cries the other,
3f I faid that I confented to return with thee;
and canft thou believe Ulyfles, that I would

X 3 voluntarily
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voluntarily abandon fo fweet and tranqui
an abode, and the peaceful company of my
innocent peers, to plunge myfelf a-new into
the wretchednefs of humanity, in order to
live conftantly in fear of fuch cunning and
mifchievous beings as thyfelf? Try to de-
ceive fomebody elfe, T am not fuch a fooh -
Then rolling on the other fide, politely
turned his back on the deftroyer of Troy,
and without honouring him with any other
anfwer, left him to prate at his leifure,
Figure to yourfelf the furprife and fury of
Ulyfles ; he poured on him a torrent of the
moff eloquent abufe, not omitting one of
Ariftophanes’s licentious expreffions, nor did
he difcontinue railing, but to propofe the
voyage in vain to a bear, whofe curiofity
was excited by the noife of the debate. Not
difcouraged by this fecond failure, his third
trial was upon a horfe, and his fourth upon
a ftag, but with no better fuccefs. In fhor,
to abridge our legend, after having in vain
traverfed over and over again the whole
neighbourhood ; after having finithed his
fpeech with more art and vigour than that
which he made when he had clandeftinely
pollefled himfelf of the arms of Achilles,
hoarfe, breathlefs, fatigued, and. enraged,

he
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he at length returned to Circe, without
having prevailed on any among all his com-
panions to return with him, except one,
and that was an elephant.

Now what will your Excellency fay to-
this fine fragment of hiftory? It is no
poetical fiftion, as you may perhaps fuppofe.
The proofs of ancient monuments are in-
difputable. It is an authentic volume of
the Memoirs of Circe, excavated in digging
at the foot of the Circean mountain ; and,
befides the medals and citations which the
Marquis Maffei will {foon publith, we fhall
ere long have the fact amply detailed and
communicated in Tufcan charaéters. Hence
the narrative is moft certain.

What feems to me ftill more certain, my
dear Abate, you will fay, is, that you are a
moft tirefome creature, and fit only te prate
with filly women. Oh that is but too true,
and 1 plead guilty. The worft is, that this
new inclination for goffipping is one of the
many painful fymptoms, which convince
me that I grow old. I ought certainly -to
corret myfelf to-day, and throw this letter
into the fire inftead of fending it to the poft.
But on r(:ﬂeéhon, it appears to me, that if
I am culpable, your Excellency is not quite

X 4 innocent,

é
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innocent. The exceffive praifes beftowed
by you upon my former letters, have not a
little contributed to the length of this;
therefore receive it as a flight, but juft
punithment, for ‘the little charity with
which you have inflamed the vanity of a
poor poet. ‘To-night will be reprefented, in
this theatre, for the firft time, Acbilles in
Sciros. ‘The mufic of Jomelli, at the re-
hearfal, has far exceeded the great expeéta-
éions that were formed of it. |

Vienna, Auguﬁ 30, 1743, .

'LETTER IL

TO THE SAME PRINCESS,

Yovn moft refpe&ed letter. of Sept. 22d,
found me in Moravia, where, with a mili-
tary air, ] ramble about, exercifing the. pa-
tience of the hares and pheafants, of which
the abundance will not indeed be much di-
minithed by my dexterity ; they bexng much
more fnghtcncd than hurt by me (m). We

(m) A noble Peer, who is ftill living, after firing at a
Norfolk covey of eight or ten brace of partridges, on
fecing: none fall, ufed to cry out: « yes, you may go, but
you bawe it :

have
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have hitherto had the moft fmiling feafon,
both here and in the reft of Germany, that
can be imagined; but within thefe four
days, the Teutonic winter has unexpeétedly
appeared with all his magnificent-train, and
without the leaft precurfor to announce his
arrival. All is covered with fnow. :The
rivers as well as lakes were inftantly frozen
in a moft folid manner ; and the eold blown
from the feven neighbouring hills, is fo fubtil
and penetrating, that we cannot exclude it
_ from our warmeft apartments. But notwith-
ftandingall this unforefeen and violent change
of nature, I ftjll find much amufement here,
having been more formed for Arcadian tran-
.quillity than the buftle and magnificence of
courts, I am pleafed with the filent concord
of all exiftence ; the roving about in fearch
of well-known paths, fields, bufhes, paftoral, -
bowers, and every known obje& of which,
though the fall of fiow has changed the co-
Jouring, yet the defign is ftill refpetfully pre-
ferved, I'refle&, with fentiments of grati-
tude, that the friendly foreft which, by its
fhade, but lately defended me from the burn-
ing rays of the fun, now affords me materials
~ for cotnbatin’g the extreme fury of the fea-
fon. I laugh at winter with gll its horrors,

which
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which I fee without feeling; having it in
our power to compof¢ an artificial fpring in
our apartments at pleafure; but by an im-
pulfe of felf-love, what pleafes me moft, is
the ﬁndiﬂg out that,” compared with other
feafons, winter has ftill its conveniences,
beauties, and advantages. -
- In returming to Vienna, which will be
very foon, I fhall take by the hand my
poetics, in order to fee whether I had left
- them in a ftate fit to be feen, or whether I
muft have recourfe to new careffes.

e ) Joflowitz, O&, >_23, 1749.
{

———

In the fummer of this year, before h¢
quitted Vienna in order to vifit the Countefs
D’Althan, at her country feat in Moravia,
Metaftafio received a letter from the ad-
mirable Hafle, the compofer, requefting his
inftructions in fetting to mufic his opera of
Attilio Regolo, for the court ofy Drefden (n).
And his Anfwer may ferve as a ufefu] leffon
to future compofers of this drama, and in-

(») This was the opera that was written in 1740, for .
the Emperor Charles VI's. birth-day; but that Prince
dying before it was brought en the ftage, no ufe was made
uf it, till the period mentioned in the following letter,

.deed

'
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deed furnith many valuable hints to compos
fers of operas in general,

LETTER 1IV. -

To S1G. ApoLro Hasse, the celebrated Pro.
feffor of Mufic, detto il Saffone (called the
Saxon), conceming the Opera of ATTILIQ
REGoLo.

My dear Monfieur Hafle has never been
abfent from my heart fince I quitted Vienna;
but, hitherto, I have not been able to de-
vote myfelf to your fervice, becaufe in this
moft idle buftle I am hardly my own mafter
when I fleep. So fully am' I engaged in
walking, thooting, mufic, cards, and cone
verfation, that not a moment remains for
private meditation, without defrauding fo-
ciety. Yet, in fpite of all thefe impedi-
. ments, I am penetrated with fuch remorfe
for having fo long neglefted you, that I am
now determined to obey your commands.
But what can I poffibly fuggeft to you,
which has not already occurred to your own-
mind? After fo many illuftrious proofs of
knowledge, judgment, graéc, expreﬂion, in-

- ' vention,
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wvention, and ingenuity, with which you
only have been able to difpute the palm of
harmonic primacy with our nation: after
having breathed with your feducing notes
into fo many poetical compofitions that life
and foul which the authors themfelves were
unable to furnith or imagine, what light,
advertifement, or inftruétion, can you ex-
pet me to furnith? If I were only to
mention things with which you are nof ac-
quainted, my letter would already be fi-
~ pithed; but if you with me to converfe
with you, God knows when I fheuld have
dene. . |
‘And now, as Attiio Regolo is to be the
fubjeét of my letter, I fhall begin by de-
veloping the charatters, which, perhaps, are
pot exprefled in fo lively a manner in the
piece, as I had conceived them in my mind.
“In Regulus, it has been my intention to
delineate the charaéter of a Roman hero of
confummate virtue, according to the Pagan
idea, not only in principle, but pratice;
whofe fortitude has been long tried, and is
proof againft every caprice of fortune. A
rigid and fcrupulous obferver, as well of
juftice and probity, as of the laws and cuf-
:torgs which time and the.great authority of
: ' his
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his anceftors have rendered facred to his
country. Senfible to all the gentler paffions
of humanity, but fuperior to each. A great
commander, good citizen, and an affec-
tionate father ; but never confidering thefe
chara&ters as diftinét from his country, or
otherwife among the bleffings or evils of
life, than as they eventually contribute to
the welfare or injuty to that whole of which
he confidered himfelf as a part. A great
friend to glory, but regarding it merely as a
reward to which individuals fhould afpire, by
facnﬁcmg their own intereft and happinefs
to public utility. -

With thefe internal qualities, I attribute
to my prototype a mageftic exterior, with-
out pomp ; refle€ting, but ferene ; authorita-
tive, but humane; equal, confiderate, and
compofed. I fhould not like that his voice
or geftures fhould be violent, except in two
or three fituations of the opera, in which a
{enfible deviation from the conftant tenor of
his fubfequent conduét, would exalt his ruling
paffions, which are patriotifm and glory.
You muft not be alarmed, my dear Sir, I
thall be much fhorter in the defcnptxon of
thc other chara&ers.

In
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In the perfonage of the Conful, Mankius,
I have tried to reprefent one of thofe great
men, who, in the midft of every civil and
military virtue, fuffer themfelves to be car-
ried away by the rage of emulation; beyond
all warrantable bounds. I with this rivality
to be ftrongly marked, as well as his hoftile
difpofition of mind towards Regulus. Thefe
will appear in the firft {cone with Attilia, as
well as in the beginning of the next, in
which the' Senate ' hears Regulus, and the
Carthaginian Ambaffadors. His fubfequent
change of fentiment into refpect and tenders .
" nefs for Regulus, will render his charaéter.
more admirable, and more pleafing ; it will
exalt the virtue of Regulus, by demone
ftrating its efficacy in producing fuch ftu-
pendous effects, and will add to the fecond
fcene of the fecond aét, which is that for
which I feel the greateft partiality. The
chara&eriftic of Manlius is a natural pro-.
penfity to emulation, which when he difco-

vers, he corrects, but does not relinquith.
Publius is the young lion that promifes
all the force of the fire, but is not yet fur-
nithed with tutks and claws; and it may
eafily be conjcétured through his impetuofity,
paffion,
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paflion, and the inexperience of youth, what
he will be, when arrived at maturity. |

Lycinsms 8 a pleafing young man, valiant
and refolute, but extremely impaflioned.
Hence it is very difficult to convince him of
the neceflity of facrificing the genius of
his wife, and even the life of his benefaétor
to glory, and the fervice of his country.

Amilcar is an African, not accuftomed to
the maxims of probity and juftice, which
the Romans, at this time, profefled, and
much lefs to their praftice”: hence, from the
beginning, he remains. in aftonithment, be-
_ing unable to comprehend a way of think-
ing fo diametrically oppofite to that of his
country. He is, however, ambitious of
imitating what he fees; but, for want of
moderation, goes awkwardly to work. How-
ever, during his thort refidence at Rome,
if he did not acquire the Roman virtue, he
at leaft learned to envy thofe who pof-
fefled it. '

The ruling paffion of Atz is tendernefs
and veneration for her father, whom fhe not
only prefers to Rome itfelf, but to her
lover. Convinced by authority and ex-
ample, fhe, at length, adopts her father’s
{entiments, but in the trial of that fortitude,
' which

.
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which the withed to imitate, the manifeftly
finks under the weaknefs of her fex. In
Barces, 1 figured.to‘myfelf a pledfing, beau-
tiful and lively African. Her temperamdnt,
like that of her nation, is amourous, and
her tendernefs for Amilcar extremeé. In
him, all her hopes, her fears, thoughts and
cares, are centered. She i3 even more at-
tached to her lover than the manners of her
country; and is not only more indifferent
than him about the Roman paffion for glory,
but thanks the Gods for having preferved
her from its contagion.

Thefe are the general outlines .of the
portraits T tmeant to draw; but you know
that the pencil is not always faithful to the
traces of the mind. It therefore depends
upon you, who are not only an excellent
artift, but a perfet friend to clothe my per~
fonages in fo mafterly a manner, that if
their features fhould not ftrike, they may be '
recognizcd, at leaft, by their drefs and or-
naments. ‘

And now, to come to particulars, accord~
ing to your defire, I fhall {fpeak of the Reci~
tatives, Yome of which I fhould wifh to be
animated by Inftruments; but in pointing
them out I do not pretend to limit your

ideas:
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ideas: where mine meet your withes, adopt
them ; but where we difagree, I beg of you
not to change your opinion, in mere com-
placency. ,

In the firft a&, I find two fituations in
which inftruments may affift me. The firft

is the whole harangue of Attilio to Manlius,
~ in the fecond fcene, beginning

A che vengo ! Ab fino a quando.
Wherefore do I come! When, ah tell me when.

After the words A4 che vengo, the inftruments
fhould begin to be heard; and, afterwards,
fometimes filent, fometimes accompanying
the voice, and fometimes by reinforcing, to
give energy and fire to an oration in itfelf
violent; and I fhould like this accompani-
ment to continue to the end of the verfe

La barbara or qual ¢, Cartago, o Roma ?
Now which is the barbarian, Carthage, or Rome?

But I believe that it will be neceflary,
particularly in this {cene, to avoid the in-
convenience of making the finger wait for
the chord; otherwife all the heat and ener-
gy of the {fpeech would be chilled, and the’
inftruments, inftead of animating, would

VOL I. Y enervate
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enervate the recitative, and render the pic-
ture disjointed, obfcure, and fuffocated in
the frame. So that it feems here, as if all
ritornell, or interftitial {ymphonies, fhould
be avoided.

The other fituation is in the feventh {cene
of the fame att; andis precifely one of thofe
- little places in which I thould wifh Regulus
to quit his moderation, and think more of
himfelf than ufual. There are only twelve
verfes that I fhould with to have accompa-
nied ; which begin at :

Jo veniffi a tradirvi - - - -

Through fear I {hould betray you - - -

and end with :

Come al nome di Rema Africa tremi.
How Africa trembles at the name of Rome,

If you thould think accompaniment necef-
fary here, I recommend the fame ceconomy
of time as before ; that the actor may not
be embarraffed or obliged to wait, by which
that fire would be diminithed, which I wifh
to have encreafed. ’

And now we are {peaking of the feventh
fcene of the firft adt, if you have no objec-
tion, I fhould wifh to have a very fhort

fymphony
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fymphony after this verfe of Manlius,
Tacheta: ei vieme ®, to give time for the
Conful and Senatots to take their places,.
and to allow Regulus leifure for advancing
flowly, and in a penfive manner. The cha-
ralter of the fymphony thould be majeftic,
flow, and fometimes interrupted ; exprefling
as it were the ftate of Regulus’s mind, in
refle¢ting upon his now entering that place
as a {lave, in which he formerly prefided as
conful. I fhould like, that during one of
thefe breaks in the f{ymphony, Amilear
fthould come in to {peak ; when, during the
filence of the inftruments, he fhould pro-
nounce thefe verfes:

Regolo a che arrefti # E forfe nuovo
Per te quefio Soggiorno 2

Why doft thou ftep, O Regulus? Is if from thy
being unaccuftomed to this aflembly ?

And the fymphony fhould not be concluded,
till after Regulus’s anfwer:

Penfo qual ne partiiy qual vi ritornd,
I thirikk of what I was, and what I return.

But after thefe words, I fthould not wifh

the inftruments to perform any thing more
than a mere clofe.

* Silence: He comes.
Y 2 In
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In the fecond aét, there feems to me no
other recitative which requires accompani-
ment, than the foliloquy of Regulus, which
begins thus, fc. 7th.

Tu palpitiy o mio Cor !+ ~ - -
Thou trembleft, O my heart! = = - -

This ought to be recited fitting, till after
the following words :

e Ab n0. D: vili
Rueflo ¢ il linguaggio.
Ahno! this is the language of flaves.

The reft to be performed ftanding; foras
the exit of Regulus happens at the change
of {cene, it would be difficult if he were
fitting. But in order that he may have time
and fpace to move about flowly, ftopping
from time to time, and mamf’eﬁmg himfelf
to be immerfed in thought, it is neceffary
that the inftruments fhould introduce, affift,
and fecond, his refleCtions. While the
aftor is fitting, as his refle@ions confift of
doubts and fufpenfions, they will afford an
opportunity for extraneous modulation, and
thort ritornelli for the inftruments; but the
inftant he rifes, the reft of the {cene requires

4 refolution
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refolution and energy: fo that I recur to
my former with, for ceconomy of time.

And now we are fpeaking of this fcene,
1 muft beg of you to correét the original,
which I tranfmitted in the following man-
ner. There is 2 meaning implied, which
upon refle€tion feems to want clearnefs in
the expreflion.

Ab no ! Di vili

Queflo ¢ il linguaggio. Inutilmente nacque
Chi fol vive a fe fieflo: ¢ fol da quefto
Nobili affetto ad obbliar s'impara

8Se per altrui.  Quanto a di ben la terra,
Alla gloria fi dee.

Ah no! this is the language of the worthlefs. He is
barn to no purpofe who lives but for himfelfe It is only
from this noble affeCtion of forgetting ourfelves, that we
Jearn to be ufeful to others. Whatever the world cap
beftow that is moft valuable, is due to glory.

Though there are places in the third aét,
as well as in the other two, which I may
have neglefted to mention, where wiolins
may be opportunely employed; yet I muft -
obferve, that this :ornament fhould not be
rendered too familiar ; 'and I thould be glad,
if in this third a&, particularly, no accom-

Y3 ' panied
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panied recitative occurred, till the Zaf feene,
This is prevented by the noife and tumult of
the people, who cry out, Regolo refts, « ftay
with us Regulus. ”  The noife of thefe cries
ought to be great, to imitate reality, and to
maniteft what a refpetful filence the mere
preience of Regulus could obtain, from a
whole tumultuous people. The inftruments
thould be filent when the other perfonages
{peak ; and, if you approve of it, may be
employed whenever the Prototype {peaks in
the /aft fcene ; varying, however, the move-
ment and modulation, not merely to exprefs
and enforce the words or {entiments, as is
thought a great merit by other compofers,
but to paint alfo the fituation of mind of him
who pronounces thefe words and fentiments,
at which fuch mafters as you always afpire.
For you know, as well as I, that the fame
words and fentiments may be uttered, accord-
ing to the diverfity of fituation, in fuch a
manner as to exprefs either joy, forrow,
anger, or pity. 1 thould hope from fuch
hands as yours, that a recitative always ac-
companied by inftruments, would not. be
fuch a tirefome thing-as it ufually is, from
others. .In the firit place, becaufe you will
pr@fervc that ceconomy of time which [

have
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have fo much recommended; particularly,
“as you likewife fo well know how to perfet
the art, by the judicious and alternate ufe of
pianos and fortes, by rinforzandos, by flaccatos,
Murs, accelerating and retarding the mea-
fure, arpeggios, thakes, foftenutos, and above
all, by new modulation, of which youalone -
feem 'to know the whole arcana (o). But
if, in defpight of fo many fubfidiaries, you
thould be of a different opinion, I fhall
readily give way to your experience, and be
perfeétly contented, if the following verfes
are accompanied by violins ; that is, the firft
ten, from :

Regolo refti! Edio D afeolto ! Ed io
Stay Regulus! Anddo I hear this! Can I -- -

To the verfe:

Meritai Dodio veftro 2
How have 1 deferved your hatred ?

Then from the verfe :

No: poffibil non é. De’ mici Romani
No: ’tis impoffible. Of my Romans
To: '

Eforto cittadin : Padre commando.
I exhort you as a citizen: as a Father, I command.

(v). Thefe technical terms, and the refinements they ex-
prefs, were but little known, at leaft in England, forty
years ago, '

Y 4 and
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and laftly from

Romani, addio. Siano i congeds eftremi
to the end ().

() This being the celebrated piece of Recitative, whiehy
as fet by Jomelli, was conitantly encored when performed
in England, by Serafini, in 1754, I fhall give it here en-
tire, with a literal tranflation.

Rumani, addio. Siano 1 congedi Romans, adieu. Let this eur

effremi laft farewel
Degni di noi.  Lode agli Deiy wi Be worthy of us all.  Thank
lafcio, heaven I leave you,
Ewi lafeio Romani. Ab confervate Andleave you Romans. Ahftrive
to kee :
Ulibato il gran nome : ¢ voi farete  Unfullied tl?at great name; and
you will be -
Gk arbitri dilla terra; e il mondo ‘The Earth's fole arbiters. Al
intero human kind

Roman diventerd. Numi cufodi ~ Will Roman foon become. Y
) guardian pow’rs
Di queft almo terren; Dee protettrici Of this bleft land ! Diwinities who

watch
Della flirpe & Enca, confidoavai  Oe'r great Aneas’ fons? to youl
truft
Rueflo popol d'Eroi: fian wofira This race of heros; O protedt
cura with care

Rueflo fuol, quefletettiy e quefle mura. ‘This foftering foil, thefe man-
fions, and thefe walls.

Fate che fempre in effe May conftancy, and fortitude,
La coftanza, la fé, la glria al- With valour, juftice, glory, and
. berghi, good faith, .
La giuftiza, ilvalore. E, Jt giam- Fix here their facred dwelling,
_ mai and if :
Minaccia il Campidoglio Some evil and malignant ftar

Alcur’ aftro maligno mfuffi rei,  With influence dire the Capitol
) fhouid threat,
Ecco Regolo, O Dei : Regolo folo Behold eternal Gods, your Re-

lus :
Sia la vitiima voftra ; ¢ fi confumi  Liet hi‘ngx“your vilim pe, and, on
his head :
Tusta Vira del ciel ful eapo mio : Let all th:wmh of heav'n be
) fpent. Butah!
Ma Roma ifgfa « - - - Abquif Let Pome wnhurt, remain - -
paxged Addio. here—here
‘ I feel myféf unman’d! » - -

Adigu!
Yoy
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You imagine now, I fuppofe, that this
tirefome difcuffion is over. 'No, Sir, we
have ftill a fhort addendum to tack to it.
I thould wifh that the laft chorus were one
- of that kind, with which you have excited
in the audience a defire of hearing it, un-
known before; and that there thould be
fuch a ftamp fet on the addio, with which
the Romans take a final leave of Regulus,
as thall demonftrate, that this Chorus is not
like moft others, a' fuperfluity, but a' moft
eflential part of the cataftrophe.

I here quit the fubje®, not indeed, for
‘want of materials, or will to converfe with
you longer; but caufe I am rcally tired
myfelf, and fearful of - tiring you,

Signor Annibali, i is defirous that T fhould
write fomething to him, concerning this
part (a). ButI muft entreat you to read
to him fuch paffages of this letter, as you
may think likely to afford him any fatisfac- /
tion. Ihave not time to perufe what I have
written; think then, whether it is poflible
for me to tranfcrlbc any part of it,

() Annibali, whofe voice was a contralts, and who
performed the part of Attilio, was in Eng]and and fung
jn Handel’s Operas, at Covent Garden, in 1736-& 7
§cc his Charalter, Hiftory of Mufic,' vol. iv. p. 398. 402,

Prefent
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Prefent a thoufand affeftionate compli-
ments in my name, to the incomparable
Signora Fauftina, "and believe me, upon all
occafions, yours moft truly (4). -

Vienna, 1749.

LETTER V.

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. .

I sHOULD rejoice, without bounds, at your
happy arrival in your native country, if in
the letter which you have been pleafed to
write to me on the fubjeé, there tranfpired
the leaft fign that you would rejoice your-
felf. I wifh I may be miftaken in my con-
je€tures; but it is certain, that in your
Laconic epiftle, there does not appear the

(%) Regarding thefe memoirs as a kind of fuppliment to
my General Hiftory of Mufie, 1 have inferted a tranfla-
tion of this letter, at full length, however long and tech-
pical it may appear to fome of my readers: as I cannot
help regarding the inftrutions of fuch-a Poet, to fuch a
Mufician, as precious relics, not only worthy of prefer-
vation, but of being contemplated with reverence, by
young Opera compofers, ambitious not only to embellifh,
but enforce the imagery and fentiments of the Poetry
which they have to cloath with melody and harmony.

fmalleft
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fmalleft fpark of that content which ufually
inflames a mind, wozs compos. 1 with you
may enjoy that tranquility which you pro-
pofe to yousfelf, and with it from my heart;
would to God you may difcover the un-
known fource of happinefs.

My Artilio Regolo is preparing for the
Theatre Roval at Drefden, with all con-
venient ciupatch.  Annibali writes me
. word, that the mufic of the two firft alls,
has already been rehearfed before their
Majefties, and is moft excellent. I with,
as you may imagine, that its fuccefs may
anfwer expe@ation; but of this, you will
certainly have a more fincere account than
myfelf; however, if it thould faiP, there is
no likelihood that rumour will be filent, It
is long fince my tranquility was at the
mercy of popular breath. The public may
determine how they pleafe on the prefent
occafion; neither the excefs nor want of
approbation, wil] fuxprifé me. I am too well
convinced, that thefe rather depend on the .
fortuitous concourfe of a thoufand fecret and
minute accidents, than on the apparent ma-
tives to which they are afcribed.

Vienna, Dec. 27th, 1749,
- LET-



.LETTIER VI.

TO THE SAME, AT SIENNA.

"Your letter of the 19th of January,
changed the pleafure which I conftantly
* ufed to receive from your correfpondence,
into bitternefs, at your complaints of the ac-
complifhment of my prediction concerning
your migration into Tufcany. Good God!
have you then read, thought, and perbaps
written, fo much in vain about happinefs
being the more difficult to attain, in propor-
tion to the eagernefs with which it is pur-
fued! and have you then fuffered your ima-
gination 1o run away with you, fo far s
to think you fhall come to beggary? Oh,
but fay you, 1 was not in earneft, and our
old mafters tell you that tarpe eff dicere non
putabam : and, particuldily, when before you
took this ftep, your friends with zeal haf-
tened to your affiftance, as you well know,
upon ‘the firft rumour, and did every thing
in their power to énlighten you; they tried
to hold you by the {leeve, but you tore your-
{elf from their held. So true it is, that wife

: maxims,
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maxims can never enable the mind to. refift
the emotions of the heart, when, thanks to
daily pradtice, they. are mechanically -con-
verted into habits.. For our difgrace, the
trade of a poet confifts more in faying what
is right, than of prattifing it. But all this
fine homily is already out of feafon : confider
it merely as a tranfport of grief, I fhould
pleafe you more, if I were lefs interefted in
your welfare. . You regard me as Moliere’s
old man, who difturbed at the news of his
fon’s captivity, cries out every moment, bu¢
what the devi! bad he to do on fhip-board 2
You atk my help; but when you have ob
tained all that I can give, it will amount to
but little. Yet, however convinced I may be
of my debility, I fhall not remain with my
hands in my bofom, but fhall try, at leaft, to ",
ftimulate thofe who have more ftrength to
help you on. = I muft confefs, however, that
I thould have had much more courage, if I
were able to draw water from the fource:
there it is limpid and open, qualities which it
does not preferve in its canals.

That the Princefs Royal occupies herfelf
in tranflating my Atzilso, is ftill a fecret to
me. She has, however, communicated to me
many of her poetical produions, and with-

out
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out adulation, I declare, that I am always
more and more furprifed to find, that in fpite
of the delicacy of fex, and the weighty af-
fairs incident to her rank, the has-been able
to mount {o high on Parnaffus.

All the letters from Drefden confirm the
fortune of Attilie. But the moft flattering
of all proofs, is the approbation of the King,
who knows a great part of it by heart; a
circumitance of which he did not with meto
remain ignorant. He has deigned: to have
it infinuated to me, that he fthould have
been highly pleafed, if I could have been
prefent at -any one of the reprefentations;
and in fpite of the impertinence of my nerves,-
and of the uncommonly horrid winter which
this perverfe year has produced, 1 fhould
have given way to fuch an excufable vanity,
if the whole medical faculty, and the outcries
of my friends, had not prevented me. This,
my dear Abate, is the moft illuftrious pre-
mium that I can propofe to my labours,  the
reft is more an affair of others, than my
own. E

The Neapolitan Envoy at Drefden, loads
me with a mercantile care, little adapted to
my profeflion. He never had written tome
before ; but now writes only on this fubjeét,

and
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and is determined that I fhall have enough
of it, for he fpeaks of. nothing elfe. This
confidence does not more furprife, than hon-
our me. You, according to him, are to
fpeak to me on the fame chapter. Oh poor
humanity ! Adieu, believe me without ex-
aggeration, yours moft fincerely.

~

Vienna, February 7, 1750.

LETTER VIL

TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI.

I feel more pain than remorfe at not hav-
ing been able to anfwer your letter of the
25th of April, fooner.- My health, fome
domeftic affairs, a world of commiffions for
other people, and different malediétions, have
phyfically prevented me from being with
you, but not at all from thinking of you. I
have frequently fpoken of your affairs to
Count I.ofi, and have always found him
full of benevolence towards you. It would

" not be amifs, if you were to join in teazing
him, by thanking him for the partiality
towards you which he has repeatedly men-
tioned to me ; defcribing to him in the thort-
eft manner poflible, the true ftate of your

3 : affairs ;
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affairs; and magnifying the hope you place
in his kind offices.

I read with pleafure the Canzonetta of
Signora Livia Accarigi. It is poetical, happy,
graceful, and harmonious: and coming from
a lady, is, in thort, more than fufficient to
difgrace our whole fex. You may fafely
and confcientioufly congratulate her upon it
in my name. I know not whether our au-
guft patron has yet feen it; but I know that
I have laid fuch a train, that he eertainly
will fee it.

Vienna, June 6, 1730.

END OF THE SEVENTH SECTION.

SEC-
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'SECTION VIIL

[N

WE thall now refume the correfpondence
of our poet with his friend Farinelli, which
feems to have been the moft cordial and
conftant literary intercourfe he fuftained after
the death of the Romanini. Inaformer letter
to him that has been inferted in thefe me-
moirs (¢), Metaftafio {peaks of his 7a/a/ impa-~
tience for the arrival of a prefent of fnuff,
which had been{ent to him from Spain by the
vocal favourite of that court; and now he
gives an account of its being in his pofleffion.

LETTER L

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLIL

NorwiTHsTANDING a croud of letters
_that lie before me, and which will remain

_ ~ (¢) See above. p. 295, )
VoL, I. z in
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in peace, till the tortured nerves of my poor
head will allow me to anfwer them, I can-
not poftpone embracing you, and giving you
an account of the fnuff being arrived, and in
my. pofleflion, together with the vanilla,
and bark. I received the cheft two days
ago, proud of ever having had a fhare in
the Spanifh Flota. Itis impofiible to thank.
you1 in a more expreflive formula, than in
faying aloud, that the gift is worthy of your
heart. The whole city and court are al-
ready informed of it;.and I take efpecial
care, that juftice is dene to my moft beloved
twin. The bark and fnuff;-are arrived in the
higheft prefervation. The vanilla is a little
dry, and, infome of theextremities, it hascon-
tracted a kind of ruft, or mouldinefs, which
made me fear it was fpoiled. But the learns
ed-in fuch matters have cleaned it, and fay
that it will be ftill .ufeful. 1 fheuld enter
upon a long and formal acknowledgement,
but we know one another toe well: you
would fkip like a grafshopper ; @nd I thould
not fay half what I feel. You who are in
my heart, or rather who have 1t w1th. you,
afk it:-how it feels. '

Laft week I fent youthe drama -of the
Cincfi, with the additiopal past you defired.
1 : R
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If the paffage which- you propofed by 2
merchant thip, .is as fhort as it ought to be;
you will have it twenty-three, or twenty-four
~ days, hefore Eafter, But if not,-the fault
will be your correfpondent’s; not mine. The
prefent letter will go through: Pafis direétly
to Madrid. ‘Obferve, when you receive it,
he difference .of time that it has been on
the road, from that of former letters.
Marefchal Count APi_uos has been here, to
thank me for the partjality which you have
thewn tohis nephew. Heis impatient to
obey your commangs in fomething or other,
and extremely forry that the bufinefs of Sig.
Rodolfo is abfolutely 1mpra€tlcable He
entreats you to put hun to {fome other trial ;
and, in the mean time, if it fhould be con-
venierit and’ deﬁrable for his fon to try his
fortune, and enter into his fervice, he will
give him a company in his own regiment.

- Our Countefs d’Althan thanks you for.
the favourable notice you have taken of her
nephew ; is much pleafed with your remern-
brance; and having divided with her my
Tnuff, it will conftantly flimulate gratitude,
at leaft in the nafal fenfe.

By your filence concerning feveral -of my
.lettcrs, I bcgm to apprehend that they are
z2 loft.

(
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foft. Your laft is dated the 28th of No-
vember.

Whenever an. opportunity offers, I beg
you will never fail to lay at the feet of your
Deity, -the moft humble tributes of my pro-
found refpet: and fay, that authorifed by
Auch an oracle, my vanity begins: to become
a virtue. Adieu my dear Gemello. Thanks
again, and—No, no; you begin to bounce,
Love me as I do you, and 1 defire no.
more, '

Vienna, 3d of 17350 (d).

In the next letter to his old and zealous
friend, he refumes the ynfortunate fubjeét
of his Neapolitan place ; and fpeaks of the
profecutions of fortune, in fpite of all the
favour and partiality of the four pringipal
foverelgns in Europe, with equal energy
and indignation, And'it does feem, as if
princes were more negligent, ar lefs able
than is generally imagined, to reward fuch
captivating talents as Metaftafio’s, even at
the time when they were moft enchanted
by them, and when they moﬂ:fqpcn.ly cpns

- (2 In none of Metaftafio's Letters, written dunng tho
firt month of the year, is January mentioned.

fefled
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fefled their obligations. That ng one of
thefe princes would encourage the feizure-of
a purchafed place, in order to reward -his
merit at. another’s expence, was a .virtuous
forbearance ; but- that no one of. t'herx‘),', ot
that all together, would not indemnify- the
poet’s- lofs by an adequate penfion; is a moft
marvellous inftance of the inefficacy of royal
favour!

LETTER 1L
TO FARINELLI.

_ Arr the newfpapers are full of the royal
magnificence with which you have brought
out. my Demofoonte. In fhort Madrid,
thanks to your care, occupies the firft place
among all the theatres in Europe.- And
this will always happen, where princes have
good nofes, and can diftinguith a melon
from a pumpkin; in fhort, when they do
not order the fhoe-maker to do the bufinefs
of a barber; or the barber to make boots,
All this theatrical primacy on the banks of
the Manzanare, except the fovereign fup-
port, is your work: and whatever does you

honour, fweetly excites my twin tendernefs.
Z 3 You
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You may eafily imaginewhether I am flat-
tered or not, by the generous nation in which
you refide, honouring me with the title of
the great Spanifh poet: I thould be pleafed
if I were a‘hermit in a defert, or a mummy
baked into a monk of La Trappe; confider
then to what degree I muft be intoxicated,
being a poet, and living in a court. But the
venerated oracle pronounced in my favour,
by the firft ftar of this firmament, is fo great
and {o enviable a premium for my poor
labours, that I forget their inefficacy in pro-
curing me fome little favour from my ene-
.my fortune. I begin to with that fome
guthor would take it into his head to-write
my life, and without the leaft deviation
from trtuh, would begin thus: fn the eigh-
teenth century, kved a certain Abate Metafia-
Joo, a' tolerable poet among bad ones: neither
bandfome nor ugly ; more full of wants than
avarice 5 with the fair-fex tender, but refpedd-
Jul's faithful to bis friends, though ufelefs; en-
dowed with a defire to do good, but devoid of
the means. He ladoured during bis wbale life,
at once to infirut? and delight mankind; but
Jortune was always fo much his foe, that m
Sdite of the -rectitude, pity, and gramdeur, of
the mof juft fovereigns in Europe, be bad been

deprived,
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deprived, without a crime, of the my‘égaéle re-
doard of bis innumerable labours; and the means’
of fecuring the leaft provifion for old age ; but
Aotwithfianding fo many misfortunes, ke died
proud, and tontented s in remembring that one
of the greatefl, mofft enlightened, and moff
amiable princeffes upon earth, bad preferred
bim to all the poets who flourifbed during the
age in which be lived. :
~ Jomelli is the beft compofer, of whom
T have any knowledge, for words. *Be af-
fured that I have no partiality for him. It
1§ true, that he repeats too much; but it is
the prefent epidemical vice of Italy, of
which he will foon be corre@ted. He has
fometimes reftrained the caprice and am-
bition of fingers. But there are no Fari-
nellis, to whofe tafte and judgment a poet
may fafely refign himfelf.

© A company of ladies, enlifted under the
banner of the Countefs d’Althan, will have
me fpeak of them, and tell you how much
they love you, in fpite of the mifchief which
you have done them, in rendering your imi-
tators intolerable. But this would be a
long bufinefs; and 1 have hardly time to’
mention the affe€tion with which I am, &c,

zZ 4 To
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To relieve you from the tirefomenefs of
of this letter, I fend you a Canzonetta on the
departure of Nifa. You will find it very
tender, but do not wrong me fo far as to
fuppofe me in love. You know whether I
am capable of fuch imbecility. The mufic
is common, and my own; but whoever
fings it with a little expreffion, will find it
fufficient to Vanqui(h a Nifa. A better
compofition would acquire more applaufe to
the mufician, bnt fewer advantages to the
lover. '

Vienna, January 28, 1750

e e

A letter which he wrote to the Princefs
of Belmonte, with his beautiful Canzonet,
La Partenza, dated Feb. 21, 1750, has been
preferved in the family, and the following
tranfcript of it has been inferted in the me-
moirs of the poet, by Sig. Mattei.

“ I am fo pleafed and flattered by the
correfpondence with which your excellency
deigns to continue to honour me, that the
flighteft pretext for keeping it alive, feems
to me a moft weighty reafon for writing.
The excufe for the prefent letter, will be.
the inclofed canzonet, which makes me

begin
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begin to fancy.it good for fomething. 1
wrote it more than a year ago, through
mere complaifance, and thought it fo little
worthy of appearing in public, that I fup-
pofed it would either die almoft as foon as
~ born, or lead a folitary and obfcure life in
fome forgotton defk of the perfon for whom
it was unwillingly produced. But I per-
ceive, that I was miftaken: it was not born
for a monaftic life: it has begun to fuffer it-
- {felf to be feen by ftealth: difficulty enhances
the .price of every thing. It has acquired
fame (as often happens) by exaggerated
accounts of its beauty. . This fame has -
created an eager defire of pofleffion, in many
who have been but too eafily gratified by the
firft ravither. And fearing, that my ftroll-
ing Helen, paffing from one of her pretended
admirers to another, might poffibly be heard
of by your Excellence, before her exiftence
was announced by myfelf, I now fend her;
not from thinking her worthy of favour,
but to preclude the accufation of negligence.
Here the is.  Sufpend moft venerated prin-
cefs, your natural gentleriefs and candour:
treat her with feverity ; make her do penance,
and regard her as-a difobedient daughter,
who has had the affrontery to elope from

- her
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her father. Your Excellence has longknown,
that 1 am unable t» write any thing that is
to be fung, without imagining fome fort of
mufic. What I now fend, was written #
the mufic which accompanies it (¢). It is in-
deed a very fimple melody ; yet, if fung with
that tender expreflion which I fuppofe, it
will be fufficient to fecond the force of the
words : and whatever mufic of a more re-
fined and ftudied {pecies thall be applied to
them, may produce greater applaufe to the
*mufician, but will certainly be lefs advanta-
gious to the poet.”

As no doubt remains that the Canzonetta,
La Partenza, was written to the fame air
which the poet had fet to La Liberta, 1
thall here prefent my mufical readers with
another copy of that air, with which I have
been favoured by Doétor Haydn, who well
remembers the having heard Metaftafio fing
it. There is fome little difference between
this copy and that with which I was fur-
nithed by Cocchs; and in order to enable the

(¢) This is almoft a proof that the air which Metaftafio
.himfelf had fet to his Liberta, had ferved during the time
of infpiration, to regulate the metre of La Partenza, and
probably of his Palinodia, as the verfification of all thefe
three poems,. is the fame.

Englith
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~ -Englith reader to form fome faint idea of the.

~ beautiful fentiments of the original poem,
‘and to furnifh him with a fecond ‘excufe for
finging Metaftafio’s own melody, a verfion
in the fame fhort metre is attempted; in
which, the difficulty will but too plainly ap-
pear, of comprefling into our language, all
the ideas of the original, in the fame num«
ber of words.

There was a ftory current in Vienna, in
1772, concerning the occafion of the fol-
lowing Canzonet. The Nice, who had
been the heroine of La Liberta, was not the
heroine of La Partenza, nor was the diftrefs
which the poet defcribes, his own ; but that
of a young nobleman of very high rank,
who having been fo deeply enamoured of a
beautiful young opera dancer, as to make
his friends fear he would elope with her, and

. make her his wife, they entreated Metafta-
fio to reafon with the young lover, and try
to prevail on him to let her be fent away to
fome remote country, in order to facilitate
his cure. The poet tells the Princefs di
Belmonte, in the preceding letter, that he

. wrote the Canzonet znwillingly and through
mere complaifance ; and in a letter to Fari-

-« helli, written about the fame time, different
‘ ' from
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from that in which the little poem was fent,
we have the ftory, though confiderably dif-
guifed. In fpeaking of fuch performers of
all kinds as were then employed in the Im-
perial theatre, and who when their engage-
ments were out, might be of ufe in that of
Madrid, he fays: ¢ By the inclofed memo-
rial, you will perceive, that I reccommend
to you a female dancer, who is much ap-

plauded here. But you muft not judge of
her haftily. I am not acquainted with her,

nor have I ever fpoken to her in my life.

But every one knows how much I am yours,

and all apply to me. I am, however, not

exempt from intereft in this bufinefs, as I

now perform an office which may be of

fome utility in its confequences ; for by ferv-

ing this lady, a very defirable work will be

performed, which I fhall explain to you

in two words. ,

A young gentleman of my acquaintance,
though married to a moft beautiful lady, i
over head and ears in love with this nymph.
. By dint of preaching, I have prevailed
on him to part from her; but he pro-
tefts, that he is unable to refit her at-
tractions, if the remains here. If you could
poffibly employ her, I really believe fhe

: ' would
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would be approved. But at all events, let
me have fuch a letter from you, as when
thewn, fhall convince my friend that I did
not decenve him, when I promifed to write
to you.” ,

Late editors tells us, that the canzonet in
queftion, was written in 1746 ; but it ap-
'pe-ar_s from the author’s own account, that it
was written in 1749: we find, however, no
mention made of it to his moft confidential
correfpondents, till the year 1750.

The haplefs Jover feems to have impofed
on the poet, the defcription of his fufferings,
asa penance for the facrifice which he had
.made to-his g:]oquence and few, perhaps,
who can affume the defperate circumftances
.of a lover, relinquithing the objett of his
‘paffion for ever, yet retaining his affe@ion
without the moft diftant hope of its gratifi-
€ation, will think that the bard was no
-{uperficial judge of the mental difeafe of h1s'
“patient,

La
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LA PARTENZA, or the SEPARATION.

Ec-co guel fiero if - tan - te, Ni - ce, mia Nice, ad -

Ni-fa, the dreadful time Is come to bid a -
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8offti che in traccia almeno
Del mio perduta pace
Fenga il penfier jeguace
Su Porsme del tuwo pié.
Sempre nel tuo camino,
Sempre m’avrai wicino ;
E tu, chi fa fe mai
Ti fovverrai di me !

Let me in volant thoughs -
Ideal blifs renew,
By reminifcence taught
I'll fill thy feps purfise.
Full in my fight as now
Thy image e'er will be:
Yet, who can tell if thou

Wilt ever think of me !
o
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B fra remote fponde
- M-fio volgéndoi pa fF,
_ André cicdendo a i alff,
La ninfa mia dov’ &!
Dall una all’altra axrora,

Te andvé chiamando ognora :

E tu, cbi fa fe mai
Ti fovverras di me !

Do rivedrs fovente
Le amene piagge, o Nice,
Dove vivea felice
Quando vivea con te,

A me faran tormento
Centomemorie ¢ cento ¢
E tu, chi fu fe mai
1 fovverrai di me !

Ecco, (dird) quelfonte,
Dove avvamps di fdegno,
Ma poi di pace in fegno
La bella man mi dié.

Qui fi vivea di [peme ;
Lé fi languiva infieme ;
E tu, chi fa fe mai
i fovverrai di me! -

Ruantivedrai giungendo
Al auovo two foggiorno,
Quanti vernirti istorxo,
A offtirti amore e fé.

Ob dio ! Cbi [a fra tanti '
Teneri omaggiy e piantiy
Ob Dio! Cbi fa fe mai
Ti fovverrai-di me!

Penfa qual dolce firale,
Cara mi lafei in feno

1II.

In folitary ways,
While forrowing I go,
To rocks I'll fing thy praife,
To echo tell my woe.

The woods fhall hear my vow,
And Zephyr bring it thee:

, Yet, who can teil if thou
Wilt ever think of me !
Iv.

To fcenes my reftlefs mind
Will ever have the clue,
When time and fate were kind,
And Nifa was in view.

And thefe regretting, how
From pain can I be free:—
Yet, who can tell if thou
Wile ever think of me!

V.

Sometimes the fountain viewing,
Where Nifa onee look'd grave;
Then kindnefs fweet renewing,
Her beauteous hand fhe gave.

Here hope fate on thy brow,
There fear no hope could fee:
Yet, who can tell if thou

Wilt ever think of me!
VI.
What votaries foon will croud
v Thy fhrine both day and night,
Declare their fuit aloud, '
When I am out of fight ?

Oh heav’n! while thefe all bow
And bend the fupple knee,
Who, Nifa, knows if thou
Wilt €’er remember me !

VIIL

Think of the fatal dare,
I evermore fhall guard,

ot
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Penfache amy Filemo Deep rankling in mp heart, - -
Senza sperar mered : - Remote from all reward ¢

enfa, wria Vitk, a ueflo - Think from try mifery now,

. Basbar addiq funsfloy - How wretched I thall bee
Penfame—Ab, chi fa fe mai But dare I hope that thou

C Tkvvriaidme! Wik evet think of ma]

Y

LETTER 1L

TO THE SAME.

By the beginning of yours, dated the
13th of the prefent year, I perceive that,
deceived by the chearfulnefs of- the ftyle of
my letders, you think me in perfect henlth,
But do not truft to that, my dear Gemello
you thould remember,. that fi¢hon is the ca-
pital of us Poets; befides, you infpire me
with good himout, \irhenevcr I take up the
pen to write to you: for I find you the moft
efficacious antidote to the acidities and fla-
tulencies with which my poor flomach and
head are afflited, -and againft all the other
moft genteel maledictions, that are fodged in
my little thattered ‘machine; which, hows
ever, manifefts no outward fign of internal
perfecution. My circumference is not di-
minithed ; or my.countenance fallen; and

VOL. I Aa vety
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very 'often, when Iam engaged in the moft
violent confli® with my fufferings, I am
obhged to thank my friends for - their con-
gratulanons upop -my apparent - enviable
ftate of health. This woyld wear out my
~ patience, did I not refle®, that the fame
mockery happens to moft of thofe, whom
the world from external appearances, thinks
arrived at .the fummit-of human felicity,
amidft the rank, riches, and honours, with
which they are furrounded. How often
would thefe illuftrious wretches, gladly
change their condition with the moft mifera-
ble of their adorers)!:.;¥our Gemello has at-
tempted to defcribe thxs in - his Gﬂgfepp
rzconq/«':mta. s
. 8¢ a ciafeum I’ wmm.q_ﬁunm, :
. ,_,-'- : _St legeffe i in Jromte fexitty

.- Quanti mai che urpu{;q fannp
i farebbero pieta .’

. 1f mental fuﬁi-nngs we  could read
=% Fiifcribed with truth upori each brow, '
£ . ¥ .. With pity theri our hearté would blccd,
' ..+ For thole whom moft we envy now!" ‘
" But what hypochnndraxe demon has drp—
pcd me, into morality ! “What-a peftiferous
drug for'low fpirits ! If we -with for relief;
let us have recourfe to other’ means, . as thefe
have been lpng tried in vaip. L

B

You
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" You would have ‘me pif§ fot fich a
forcerer in Poetry; as' you ‘are' in Mufic;
but, my dear Gemello, you will' never have
an-accomplice in your crimes. If even my
verfes thould have the magical power which
you afcribe to them, I am always infinitely
lefs dangerous than you. Amoxig all the in-
habxtants of the globe, the number of thofe
who underftand the Italian languaorc is very
fmall; and among thofe, few have a tafte
for Poetry, and ftill fewer a critical know-
ledge of its beauties and defects. But every
living creature has ears, and all feel them-
felves. highly delighted by thofe fubil-and
infidious harmonical proportions, unknown
to your predeceflors, with which you only
have had the power to render praéticable,
the fecret road by which the ear carries
on an interceurfe -‘with the hedrt: - There-
fore repent, my dea.r Wizard, repent of your
crimes. - - e
© Where is the wonder that’ 1here thould
be difputes concerning thé lerigth- o:; thort-
nefs of the Princefs of Phrygid'® Taftes have
always: differed. - Some will have it Jong;
and fome fhort ;- -and -in -my’ aptmoxi “both
are-right ; becaufe; - accordlhg to t‘hc-hackﬁ
med axwm, de guftibus mon’ eff: dxﬂta‘andum.

A2 lam
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I am for the medium : and between the two
extremes, for the fhort: yet, as a Poet, |
muft adopt the long, whether I will or no;
for the following reafon: That whimperer,
AEneas, before he went to Carthage, to lead
aftray the poor widow of your acquaintance,
had a wife in Troy; and the D—I1 would
have it, that the was called Creu/a, like our
Princes.  Virgil, in his Aneid, repeats
the name of this good lady, at leait ten
times, and always places it at the end of a
verfe, making it conftantly confift of thres
fyllables, of which the pesu/tima is always
bng. : Npw, if, I had the temerity to oppofe
the authority of .Virgi!, I fhould run the
rifk of cxcommunication from the whole poe-
tical hierarchy ; nor would a pilgrimage to
Delphos or Helicon, be fufficient. to reconcile
me with Paraaffus. ,So .that. I muit, whe.
sher 1 will  or net, agcommodate myfelf to
the long name. But you, who for your
comfort are not dipped in poetry, are under
no rieceflity to attend to thefe circumftances.
1. admire youyr. temporifing, like Fabius
Maximus, and contenting both parties. You
could nat have dong: better, than by ordering,
as you have wifely done, that one half of
the fingers fhould. coptra@ the name, and

the
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the other lengthen it. The expedient pleafes
me fo much, that I fhall make ufe of it in
Mufic; and when there is any doubt, whe-
ther a third fhould be flat or fharp, 1 fhall
play it flat with one hand, and fharp with:
the other: thus the ears of every one will
be gratified.

The Countefs d’Althan, Marechal Vaf-
quez, and Count Efterhafi, falute you cor-
dially. I have already mentioned in my
preceding letter, the inundation of fnuff;
I therefore fhall not fatigue you with re«
fuming the fubje&, but merely tell you, that
every pinch I take, is a2 memento of the
amiable donor.

Let us now make peace about dates, be-
caufe by the reply to my laft letter, you have
well paid me for that which was forgotten 3
but we fhall ftill difpute affetion, as I fuf-

tain that I love you more than I havea nght
to expc& you to love me.

Vxenna, Feb 115 175%

a2z " TLET-
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LETTER 1IV.

TO THE SAME.

Waar kind of cruelty is this, my moft
inhuman, moft ungrateful, and, in {pite of
all this, moft beloved Gemello! Here, in
order to obey your commands, am .I up to
the chin in mud: I have thirty horfes to
guide, and ten beafts who govern them:
from mbrning to night am I befet with
horfe-thoes, faddles, harnefs, cloth-bags,
coachmen, poftilions, farriers, and fadlers,
who {pin my head like a top. I expe&t
every poft-day to be comforted with a letter
from you, but none arrives. You have
f:Q_m:et,hing elfe to do: I know it, and pity
you; but could not you, at leaft, order
fornebody elfe, merely ta write me word
howyou do? Youhave no conception, at fuch
a diftance,” how many melancholy thoughts
your filence generates. I love you as much
as you merit, that is without end ; and it is'
impoflible for any one to love at that. rate,
and not be afraid. I never doubt of your
heart, knowing it as 1 do. Tt is too great,

and
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and tos worthy, ot to cointide with one.that:
ds fo much yours as I aim 3 but the not heara".
iagfrom you for fuch a length of timeyis @
faft too long and rigorous,for the Metaftafian
ftomach; Adieu; I have no tithe to-day for
a longer letter, having been occupied in yout -
fervice anather way. 1f I do not put the
caravan in. motion, I know' not what would
foon happen: I have ho time to breathe.
I fent'you a canzonetta. Have you . re<
ceived it ! Adieu once more.

.P: 8 The letter- already written is long-
enough;-and yet I cannot help making a little .
addiﬁon‘to it, infavourof the agreeable Mada-
moifeHeCaftellina ; towhom I advifed the fa-
lubrious air of Aranjuez in company with her
phyfician. I have always in my former let-
ters begged of you to.fay and do-a.thoufand
kind things in my name ; but you have never
given.me the leaft affurance of having exe<
cuted my commiffion. Can you be jealous? -
Oh what a vile infirmity! I pity you ex=
tremely, mydear Gemello, particularly, when
I refle@, that no one is cured of this malady
in Spain. We good people of Germany
know nothing of fuch a diforder, except in
a.moft moderate degree; juft as a mere
fauce to love. You fouthern folks, devoid .

o Aay4 : . of
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of all chadity for your acighbours, want to:
keep the paffion of love wholly ta your-
falves, without affording she flighteft portion.
of its fweets to any one elfe, - But enough
of this; you fhould thark heaven, that we
are fo far afunder; otherwife, in fpite of
your numerous merits, and the paucity of
mine, I fhould give way .to all the ragel
could mufter againft you; but thefe are
caftles in the air. I threaten you with war
from the Danube, and you laugh defiance
on the Manashare. : B.sce facice fa ‘@otazdle
Ai ragione e no poco de ecbea.

-I wrote to you a few weeks ago, concem-
ing a young perfon, called Signara Gelsmbe
Megttes; and I wrote you the truth, thougkl
was commanded  to: make her panegync.

I hear that Madame Tefi has written to you
about her likewife, Without the leafk-myf-
tery, the is a good moveable, and pleafes
here very much. ..X beg you will waite .to
me .in fuck a manney that 1 may thew.moy-
principal how obedient I have been. A8,
however, it fuch a magner as fhall. fuit you
beft. There is me harm i your betng in-
formed of the merchandife of thas place, as
your may probably have. occafion. for it in
your fature theatrical diretion. .. o .

’ | noon My

-
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‘ ‘My ‘dear ‘Gémello, ‘your love ¥ every
thing to me, and wants to be fweetened by
no prefents: fnuff, however, excepted, which
cannet be refufed. There i3 fuch a mifera
ble fcarcity here at prefent of this drug, that
the worft quality isfold by the dealers at an
enormous price ; while the beft, which can
only be brought in with: the greateft diffi-
culty, is but ordinary, and my nofe is an
impertinent member, which will not be con-
tent with every fort. If you will take pity on
it, know that itdiflikes dry fnuff, and has pofi--
tively an infuperable averfion for that of a
reddith colour. Its favourite tint, is ‘e pale
yellow. I have already fpoken to the dealer,’
who, in confidertion of my poetical faculty,
will make me pay.only three florins a pound,
and will give me the earlieft intelligence of
the arrival: of the cheft that is direted to
me. Ibeg you will not think me trouble-
fome, becaufe, on the fubje& of fnuff, itis
fmpofiible to be modeit.

Co ' ' " Vienna, May 2, 1750,

. Metaftafio’s correfpandence with Sig.
Fran. 4" Argenvilliers, the banker, at Rome,
began this year; and though' thefe letters
<L chiefly



( 362 )

chiefly turn on his money concerns, in that
city, and at Naples, yet there are in them
frequent traits of .friendfhip, gratitude, and
genius, which in the Italian language are
interefting and beautiful. S
After acknowledging the kind manner in
which he had honoured the draughts which
his brother had prefented to him, he fays,
¢ T {hall not enter on the panegyrics due to
your attentive, diligent, and friendly ex-.
actitude. I feel, that the occafion which
I have for it, far furpafles my power of
praife. I hope you think my heart well
organized ; and zbat taken for granted, my
mere acknowledgment is worth a hundred
orations of Demofthenes. Continue to ho-
nour me with the place which you have
affigned me in your good heart, which I
thall always moft anxioufly endeavour to
deferve.” .
In the next letter he fays: ¢ The eager-
nefs which you manifeft for my coming to
Rome, I can affure you, without poetical
ﬁéhon, adds many _fimuli to my own paffion
for fuch a vifit. But how many curfed flutes
thould I have to tune, before that could
happen! Yet who knows? I have not re-
linquithed hope. In the meantime, I beg to
be
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Be honourdd with your affetion, in fpite of
my inveluntary Laconifm ; but pray believe
me orientally, and with the moft fincere,
grateful, and tender efteem, &c."”

In another letter of the fame year, after
thanking Sig. Argenvilliers for his kind' of-
fices, he adds: ¢ I am proud of your friend-
thip, and eorrefpondence; but I fhould be
more fecure and tranquil, if you could fuggeft
to me fome. expedient in.my power, of
which I am ignorant, to be of a little ufe
to you in return, that I might flatter myfelf
with not always fpunging upon you for my
own advantage. Pray analyfe my abilities.
It is true, for my mortification, that the
herbs in my garden are ufelefs ; and yet, in-
the hands of an excellent botanift, who
knows what virtues may be - found n
them?”. o

In anfwer to thlS lctter, hlS friend {feems
to have kept up the botanical metaphor; to
which Metaftafio, on the point of fetting
out for his annual excurfion into Moravia,
replies :

“ You fend me a botamcal challengc s
but, thank heaven, my dcparture furnithes.
me with a plaufible pretext for fhunning
Auch a trial. I 'hardly kngw:a pettle from a

thiftle,



. ( 36: )
thiftle, and you fpeak to-me’ of dittany and
wouhd-wort. But- thc poﬁihon is nnpa-
tient. Adien.”

“We fhall return, chronOIOgrczlly, to -this

correfponderice 3 but, at ‘prefent, it -is ne-
ceffary to refume that with FarineHi. '
" By the irregularity of the poft, - Metaftafio
bad been deprived of letters from his friend
at Madrid a confiderable time; and when
they arrived, after a long interval, he ad-
drefled him in the following manner.

R

LETTER V.
TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI.

~ Ar length you have given way to ré-
morfe, and your long, affectionate, and cor-
dial letter, has made me ample amends for
all my cruel fufferings, on account of your
filence. I thank you heartily, ‘and fend you
a legion of embraces. I thall not exaggerate
the pleafure which you have given me, as
vou, who have my heart in your "pofleffion,
may underftand me beft when I am filent.
Now I fhall reply to your letter, para-
graph.by paragraph; but if it were poffible
' for
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for mé ever to be fhort 1n writing to you,
thould be brief now; as I am prefled for
time. I hear, from the venerated Marquis
Enfcnada, the affe€tionate manner in which
you fpeak of me, from the extreme goodnefs
of your heart. But you were born to tafte
the bleflings of {weetening humanity. The
polleflion of a friend of fuch a caliber, is
not a fmall melioration of exiftence.

Your mufic to my canzonet is expreffive,
graceful, and the legitimate offspring of one
arrived at fupremacy in the art. I thank
you for communicating it to me, particu-
larly as a teftimony of your love; but if it
was malicioufly fent, as a critique on mine,
1 fhall take care to revenge myfelf on the
firft poetry that you thall fend to the prefs.
Yet, if the devil thould tempt you to become
a poet, who knows but you may untheath
fome other latent talent? Oh nothing elfe
is wanting to complete my ruin, but to have
you for a rival. Sia ditto n'funno a b
maro (f). And fo my canzonet has ob-
tained the approbation of the Dgity of the
Manzanare? And the name of the Poet

(f) This fentence is Neapolitan, and implies: may the
idea go 10 the bottom of the fea.
o " " Metaftafio

ve -
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Metaftafio Jtas had the:glory of being pro-
nounced by royalty? My-beloved Gemell,
voy who have procurcd me an honour which
confoles me fos alt the: labours of ‘my life,
fupport :mie .in-this. elevation: and if you
cannot in juftice exaggerate my merit, make
known at - leaﬂ: my humble joy and gra-
titude, - L |
I hope the duet wluch I mclofe will - ma-
nifeft my eagernefs to be of fome ufe; it
certainly is not the worft of my.produtioss.
Read it with attention, and you will find,
exclufive of the tendernefs and character of
the two interlocutors, an 1imitation of an
anfwer made to Louis XIV. by .the neice
of Cardinal Mazarin, who feeing him fhed
tears at her being feparated from him cries
out: Areyou a King, yet weep, and fuffer me
to depart 2. This : correfponds - very well
withithe incidents * oft the  Opera. . Believe
me, my.dear -friend,. that ever defirous of
{econding your withes’to the utmoft- of my
power, I would-on-all accounts do it in the
Opcra you defire, and what I will do for:
you, I'will do for no other living creature;
but this is not invention, but a long mental
fatigue, - and violent .-application which I
have never yet undergone without danger,

k
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It is true that life isthort, and for this very
reafon, I know that you would not wifh'me
to make it fill thorter. - If I find myfelf able
to -oblige you, moft certainly I fhall want
no fpur. I am fo much yours, that I'feem
to partake of the favours and honours "heap-
ed on you with foliberal a hand, “by ‘your
moft clement fovereign; fo, that it almof¥
feems .neceffary for me to thank them not
only in your name, but my own. -And on
account of this merit, 1 forgive fortune all
the cruelty with which fhe has treated me
in my own particular, You may judge
whether the is my enemy or no, by refleét-
ing, that with fuch a twin-brether as yours
felf, with the.protettors whom you procure
me, the divinities whom you render bene-
volent,” and- fuch numberlefs ‘reafons of
equity operating in my favour, I have been
fo long-unable, with fuch pains, recommen-
dations, -and humble prayers, -to obtain any
thing either from favour or juftice. I cone
fole mydelf, that life, as you obferve, is
fhort, -and that Madame Fortune, will not
long divert herfelf in’ perfecuting - me. In-
deed, my experience is fuch, as renders me
Jefs ‘vulnerable, and lefs fenfible to ‘the

3 : : ftrokes

AL
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firokes of this capricious cnemy than for
mcrly.

If you fthould cmploy ]ome.ﬂl, I truft you
will thank me for it; and 1if ever you ’
fhould fee him, you will be attached to him,
as heis certainly the moft amiable gowrmand
that ever exifted. At prefent, he is Maeftro
i Capella,of St. Peter’s at Rome, and is
the darling of that city; not only for his
profeflional abilities, but complacence, do-
cility, graceful deportment, and good morals.
And _all that are not prejudiced, fpeak of
him in this manner.

Oh, how . delighted has the Countefs
d’Altham been with the chapter which you
fent me for her! She, and all the ladies of
ber apquaiatance, t0 whom I have read a
part of your letter in the garden which you
know of, have cried out, in chorus, what I
thould tell you, what I thould do for you,
end the Lord knows what. A quire of

-paper would not contain all the congratula-
tions,, falutations, remembrances, and pa-
negyrics, with which I am charged. And
now I think it high time to- finith, that
the Poftman might have this letter in- time.
Adicu, my moft beloved twin. = Preferve
. ~ yourfelf
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yourfelf carefully, for your own fake, for
that of your friends, and, particularly, for
him who is moft conftantly and affetion-
ately yours. '

Vienna, June 13th, 1750,

LETTER VL

.TO THE SAME.

Two of your moft dear letters, though
of different dates, are arrived together: the
one of the 18th of May, and the other of
June gth. They have travelled extremely
flow ; but old as they are, coming from you,
they bave all the charms of youth. Let us
anfwer them chronologically. You have .
celebrated St. Peter’s day, without knowing
it. But let me thank you, and explain the
myftery. Not being able to have your
March executed in my own houfe, with a
fufficient number of inftruments, I gave it
ta the obliging Count d’Althan, and he
propofed having it performed in the great
Garden-hall.

VOL. I. Bb On
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On the evening of St. Peter, whofe hame

I bear, while the company was playing at
cards, and thinking as little of Mufic as of a
pilgrimage to Mecca; they were all put
inte the utmoft aftonithment, by a terrible
clatigor of inftruments, which threw both
the card-players and by-ftanders, into attis
tudes ridiculous enough for a pifture. The
furprife foon degenerated into tumult: they
threw down theit cards, overfet the tables,
and ran againft each other to the field of
battle.  Here the fonorous March, and
alternate graceful Minuet, tranquillized thefe
feditious people, who were wholly filent, till
the inftruments ceafed to play, and then
burft into a general applaufe. T then, with
a modeft air, returned thanks to the gentle
men and ladies for the honour they had done
 this bagatelle. What! they all cried out, is
it your Mufic? No, faid I, but it is the fame
as if it was mine, being compofed by my
twin-brother. Here 1 was obliged to give
a hiftory of our twin-fhip, and it was de-
cided by acclamation, that there was but one
Farinelli. Many fymphonies were played,
but nobody would go home till the March
had been again performed. Now,. my dear
| Gemells,
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Gemello, I was delighted to be in your
company, even during this applaufe. But |
as to the thoughts, converfations, and dreams
which this night may have occafioned, I
wafh my hands of them, and leave them to
your confcience. , '

I am proud to find, that my letter had the
power to move two fifters of {fuch 'differ-
ent charafters. I beg you will reverence
in my name, not only the gentle, but the
fcornful Lady. Taftes are various: hence
each may have her merit, in a different
way ; but, mixed together, they would con-
ftitute a dolce piccante, of the moft pro-
voking kind. Tell them, that they fhould
not defpife the fondnefs of friends. Their
fondnefs is different from that which we
have for the fair fex: the firft is encreafed
by abfence, the fecond by proximity. The
firft occupies the mind; the fecond agitates
the blood ; but that which does not difturb
the mind, can turn the brain. If-all this is
ineffe€tual, tell them, at leaft, for our
credit, that whoever can be an affeftionate
friend, would not make a contemptible
lover.
~ Our incomparable Countefs d’Althan fa-
lutes you without end, and is much pleafed

Bb2 by
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by your favourable opinions of D. Gaetano.
I have made her laugh with the Macherone
Pafticcio, and have no doubt but that it
will be mentioned in her letters to Paris,
where her nephew at prefent refides. =

The generous partiality with which, ac-
cording to your letter, I am honoured by
the moft worthy Marquis Enfenada, is
merely in confequence of our near relation-
thip. But now you have feduced him in
my favour, I beg you will not undeceive
him. Impofe upon hLim ftill further about
my tranfcendent merit ; but, whenever you
would fpeak to him, free from all danger of

exaggeration, pray tell him of my venera-
tion and gratitude : for I defy you to furpafs
the truth on thofe fubjeéts. .

I am glad to find that you remember our
banker, who has treated us with fuch great
courtefy, that gratitude is due to him. But
you are miftaken in the perfon. I never
fpoke to you concerning Rezzani of Ham-
bro, whom I do not know ; but of Meflrs.
Schmitmer of Vienna, with whom I have had
dealings. Whenever you have an opportu-
nity of ferving them, I beg you w1ll not
confound names.

1 : Signor.
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Sig. Amorevoli, who now fings on the
Vienna ftage for the fecond time, fays, that
you formerly invited him to Madrid, but
that he could not then leave his court: you
however wrote, or employed fomebody elfe
to write, to defire him to acquaint you
when he would be at liberty ; with which
requeft he complied, but has received no
anfwer. He knows not whether his letter
has mifcarried, or whether fome good friend
has not given an unfavourable accdunt of
him. He has begged of me to inclofe a lct-
ter addrefled to you, that he may be fure of
its being fafely tranfmitted to you, and duly
anfwered. He would willingly prefer Ma-
drid to London, but fhould be forry to lofe
both *.  So that he entreats you to favour
him with a categorical anfwer. This per-
former is fo well known, particularly by
yourfelf, that I thould do him an injury, in
attempting to defcribe his merit. I fhall
only fay, that I always hear him with the
fame pleafure, and that no Tenor, not ex-

#* Amorevoli had been in England before: he arrived
here in 1741, with Monticelli, and the Vifconti, and re-
mained in this kingdom, till the year 1744. His know-
ledge, tafte, and expreflion, well merited the praifes be-

* flowed on him by Metaftafio.

Bb 3 cepting
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cepting cven Paita, has fuch an effeét on
my feelings : {o that if this man were heard
in Spain, particularly being new to that
country, my opinion is, that he would do
you great honour. It appears to me by the
account he gives of his engagements, which
I do not very well underftand, that he be-
lieves himfelf at liberty from the Carnival
of 1752, to that of 1753.

Well, for the prefent, I think you have
had a good dofe ; another day I fhall be fill
more dry and prplix. Continue to love me,
if you would not be thought ungrateful:
for I believe it would be difficult to find a
fingle perfon from Madagafcar ‘to Nova
Zembla, who does not know with what
cfteem, fincerity, and affe€tion, I am yours,

Vienna, July 18, 1750.

LETTER VIL

TQ THE SAME.

"To-DAY, it certainlyis not any bufinefs that
we have to tranfat which exafts from me
thefe few lines, but mere impatience to em-
brace you; my hypochondriac affettions are
infrequent want of a cordial draught of Fari-

4 nelli,
L
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nelli, otherwife my humours would become
infupportable. Iknow not whether this de-
claration will pleafe the two fifters who
are fuch enemies to friendfhip ; but, at all
events, fome narcotic will be found in your
difpenfary to appeafe them. |

Now I have the pen in my hand, I rhuft
tell you that, according to advices which I
received from the Duke di Salas, your full
cheft ought now to be floating in the gulph
of Lyons ; and that our cavalry being in the
beft fate, from the tenth of laft month,
ought-to be at this inftant in which I am
wfiting, advanced far into France, So that
our fleet and our caravan muft needs be
approaching happily to their deftination. I
1 with to both, not mine, but your luck,
and am extremely impatient to fee which
. will get the better.

Our good and admirable Jomelli, is out
of his wits to execute your commiffion well.
He has written me a very long letter, in
which he fpeaks of nothing elfe. I am very
anxious that he fhould pleafe the public of
Spain. For your part, who judicioufly love
harmony and expreffion, 1 have ng doubt of
your approbation : but in Italy, at prefent,
there is a .tafte for nothtncr but extrava-

Bb 4 gance,
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gance, and vocal fymphonies; in which we
fometimes hear an excellent violin, flute,
or hautbois ; but never the finging of a.
human creature. So that mufic is now to
excite no other emotion than that of fur-
prife. Things are carried to fuch excefs,
that if not foon reformed, we fhall juftly
become the buffoons of all other nations,
Compofers and performers being only am-
bitious of tickling the ear, without ever
thinking of the hearts of the audience, are
generally condemned in all theatres, to the
difgraceful office of degrading the acls of an
opera, into intermezzi for the dances, which
occupy the attention of the people; and chief
part ' of the fpeftators. And it is to you,
my good mafter, that this degeneracy is
chiefly owing. It is your happy and won-
derful powers, which all are ftriving in vain
to imitate. But even to limp after you,

requires fuch legs as none are gifted with.
Mercy on us! I thought I had done,
when here comes a letter from you, dated
May ‘277th, which has been opened, and I
am glad of it. I feal my letters from habit,
not the defire of fecrefy. Nor fhall I, in
future, ever write a word lefs than I thould,
if this had never happened. I ¢ver had an
) ~averfion
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averfion to fuch things as fear public exami-
nation. -

If I do not inftantly finith my letter, it
eannot go this evening. Proftrate at the
foot of the throne, not only the poor Artilie
Regolo, but aifo the humble author. Love
and believe me per omnia_facula feeculorum.

Yienna, Auguft 1, 1750.

LET TER VIL

TO THE SAME. -

I REcEIVE two of your letters, one of a
date that was once known to God and your-
—felf ; at prefent, perhaps, to none but God
alone. The other is of the 11th of Auguft,
1 ought and thould have anfwered them in an
ample manner, the fubje&t required it; but
how could I? Being in the country where
the company is numerous, I am never fuf-
fered to be alone, but to fleep: fo that there
is no poffibility for a polite man to obtain a
rag of folitude, either to do good or evil.
Content yourfelf, therefore, for the prefent,
with a Laconic anfwer, which being written
under fuch inconveniences, may reafonably-

afpire at the merit of a long letter. .
I muft
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I muft confefs, my dear Gemello, that
among all my poetical imaginations, I have
never been able to find the mine of diamonds
in the mountains of Moravia, which you-
talk of. Thefe are miracles referved for
certain divinities of the firt order. Thefe
are words of courfe: fo that I fhall not at-
tempt to reconcile their excefs, with my too
great want of merit. But while you are
trying, with all the tendernefs of twinfhip,
to render thefe divinitied propitious to me,
if you cannot honeftly exalt my merits,
fpeak of my fubmiffion, fpeak of my grati-
tude, and affure yourfelf, that you run no
sifk of deviating from truth, however lively
and violent may be your expreflions. Ac-
cuftomed as you have long been to inhabit
my heart, you know its moft fecret receffes,’
and are able to judge of the fincerity of its
emotions.

Now your royal oracle has pronounced in
favour of my Attilio Regolo, I defy Sopho-
cles, Euripides, and all the Athenian Parnaf-
fus. The fublime fuffrage which I can boaft,
is worth that of all ancient Greece. But my
dear Gemello, in our moft recondite confi-
dence, let me difclofe to you my wonder.
Without injyring the angelic penetration

of
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‘of your divinity, I muft confefs, I never
thould have flattered myfelf, that the au-
fterity of my Regulus could ever have been
fuffered in that {phere. The delicacy of
fex, is naturally averfe to it, and royal in-
dulgence and delights do not accuftom the
palate to the harfhnefs of that rigid Roman
virtue which 1 have endeavoured to deline-
ate in my Attilie. A very uncommon foli-
dity of charaéter is neceffary to vanquifh in
this manner, both fex, and education. Oh,
my fortunate Gemello! If I was capable of
envy, you would be the objet of it. I thank
you for the defence which you have made
of us poor modern Romans: but confcience
fecretly reproves me. Whoever places us
below the ancients, has reafon on his fide; -
and the refleGtion is worthy of him who
made it.

But did any tyrant of Syracufe or -Agri-
gentum, ever torment a poor gentleman, as
you torment me for an’ opera? And have
I not reafon to call you a marine montter !
I begin to think you are breeding, as fuch a
longing fit never appertained to the mafcu-
line gender. You then believe, that con-
tinually tormenting my poor brains, is in-
vention. Do youregard it as a fable, thatl

live
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live in the fervice of ‘a fovereign, who de-
lights in poetry, and, luckily, from excef
of clemency, particularly of mine; yet dur-
ing five years, I have not been in a fituation
to write a fingle verfe in compliance with
her repeated infinuations! Do you believe
that I fthould not have been defirous of gra-
tifying a twin brother, and of procuring the
favour of {fuch exalted patrons?  Rather, in
charity, believe that I have thought and ftill
think of it; and that if it is not accomplith-
ed, it will not be from want of zeal, but
from a mere phyfical and invincible impoffi-
bility. The ceffation of all amufements far
a confiderable time, occafioned here by an
unhappy event, of which I fhall not {peak
through refpet for my miftrefs’s moft juft
and laudable afHliCtion, permits me at pre-
fent, to think of undertaking, leifurely, fome
poetical compofition. 1 fhall attempt the
ford ; heaven grant that I may not be left
in the paffage.

Jomelli wrote me word, fometime ago,
that he reccived an a& of Demetrio, with
which he was extremely pleafed. And my
brother at Rome tells me, that he had heard
the duet : {o thathe is at work.  Jomelli,
however, from mere complacence, is defi-

rous
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rous of pleafing every body, and every body
wants to employ him. He mutft, therefore,
be ftimulated ; I doit, and you muft not fail
to do it by means of your excellent fecretary
Marchefini, whom I now feize the oppor- .
tunity of faluting. I beg you to prefent my
invariable refpeéts to the worthy Marquis of
Enfanada, and tell him, thatif a motion is
not given to the waters of Parthenope in my
favour, they will be quite ftagnant, to
“which they feem much inclined. I am un-
worthy of fo much trouble, but the van-
quifhing my evil fortune, is an enterprife to

tempt Spanifh generofity. '
The moft excellent lady of the manfion,
and all her numerous guefts, charge me
with compliments to you. I would give
you a lift of the candidates of both fexes, but
neither time nor my head will ftand by me;
fo I haften to conclude, with my ancient and

moft conftant affetion.

Frain, September 15, 1750.
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LETTER IX.

TO THE SAME.

Your letter of the 3d of laft month, in
which you tell me of the happy fuccefs of
our little Pegafian expedition, is arrived,
and gives me the greateft pleafure, in the
midft of the moft cruel perfecutions of my
nervous affetions; which, this year, are more
obftinate, indifcrete, and ‘intolerable than
ufual. I fhall not defcribe to you my pre-
fent fufferings, as it would too much excite
your pity, and encreafe my own impatience.
In fhort, all I have for it, is heroically to
tolerate the prefent, and force myfelf to
hope for future good. I figh to convince
your glorious patrons, if not of my abalities,
at lealt of my zeal and attention to obey
them worthily. I am extremely impatient
to hear what was the fate of the laft expe-
dition in their opinion, and, afterwards, in
that of the public.

As foontas ever my complaints grant me a
truce, I fhall obtain great honour by the
beautiful Arietta that you have fent me,

which
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which by merely mumbling it between the
teeth, reminds me of my incomparable Ge-
mello. In the mean time I have had it
fung by Sig. Tedefchi detto Amadofi, a
Soprano deferving of much efteem; as, in_
a room, particularly, he is, in my opinion,
fuperior to all thofe who at prefent tread
the ftage in the reft of Europe ; and here,
at court, and among the nobility, he is
juftly in very high favour. This performer
comes te entertain and folace me in my
doleful hypochondriacs: and. when your
mufic is to be fung, I affume the charalter
of Maeftro, and he has the patience to bear
‘with me. :

I thould write much more, but my head
is difobedient.  So that after affuring you of.
the moft partial falutations of yours, and my
moft worthy Countefs d’Althan, I embrace
you with my wonted affection.

Vienna, December 13, 1730,

——

This was the laft letter of the year 17340
to Farinelli, which appears in the colle&ion.
Before we advance further, it will be necef-
fary to return back a few months, in order
to refume the poet’s correfpondence .with

Sig.
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* Sig. Filipponi, to whom he generally writes
. with much vivacity and good humour.

LETTER X

TO SIG. FILIPPONI.

NEeITHER my long refidence in the coun-
try, theidle carnival, nor the troublefome
and lying compliments of the feafon, have
prevented me from writing fooner ; but the
want of neceflary, ufeful, or, atleaft, amu-
fing, materials, joined to the natural horror -
of a vacuum, which I feel in common with
mankind, particularly in letters, and in the
purfe. Think not that our friendfhip can
fuffer diminution, from this interval of
filence. Its roots are fo ftrong, fo ancient,
and fo deep, that they can well bear a dry
feafon or two, without injury. It is not the
plane tree, the palm, or the oak, but the
leek, the lettuce, and the radifh, that perith,
if not conftantly watered.

It is very true, that there are many differ-
ent-propofals for reprinting my works ; but,
to'tell you the truth, I feel no temptation to
encourage any of them, unlefs induced by
the pleafure of feeing my children more

T . magnificently
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magnificently dreffed. 1know hot, as yet,
who is- inoft likely to excite this paternal
frailty ; and I fhall not communicate the few
inedited pieces I can find, nor engage myfelf
in the painful tafk of an exaft and general
correftion, in order to encreafe the number
of bad or middling editions which are al-
ready multiplied more than is neceffary.

You have perhaps already perufed my As-
tillio Regolo. Count Canale fometime ago,
fent 4 copy of it to Turin. I with to have
your opinion of it. If you want to khow
mine, here it is.

Though according to lettets from Saxo-
ny, the tranquillity of northern affetions
has been much difturbed by it at Drefden,
and though they write me word, that the
perforters of S. Samuele at Venice, have
reprefented it with great fuceefs; I am not
certain that it will ever occupy the firft
place among my moft popular dramas; yet,
I think it thc motft folid, the higheft finifhed,
and abounding with the feweft defeéts of
any of my operas ; and, in fhort, regard it as
that, which in preference to all the others,
I would preferve, if only oze could be faved
from deftrution. :

VOL. I. ¢cc You
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You have fent back the Count and Countefs
Canale very thin ; though in common honef-
ty you ought to have returned to us all that
we configned to you. We fhall there-
fore not let you have them again in a hurry.

I am glad that you are pleafed with the
country moufe (g); but this kind of labouris
not worth the pains it cofts. To do it well,
requires genius ; and whoever has a capital
of his own, is unwilling to reduce himfelf
to the meagre praife of having brought to

ight the labours of others.

Forget not to keep me alive in the
memory of the moft worthy Count della
Rocca, and the Marquis Ormea, whom I
love and venerate as much as they deferve,
that is, without end. I recommend myfelf,
to the pious fervor of your amiable prieftefs,
and am &ec. (4) .
: Vienna, February 20, 1750.

(g) This alludes to his tranflation of the fixth fatire of
the fecond book of Horace, which did not appear in any
edition of his works till after his deceafe. It isnow gene-
rally placed in the thirteenth or fourteenth volume, with
his other pofthumous works. The tranflation is in Terw
Rime, the verfification of Dante, and is extremely clofe
and happy. The original text xs prmtcd at the bottom of
the page.

(b) This was a title whnch he alwpys, in_ pleafantry,
gave to Signora Fxhppom.

LET-
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LETTER XL

TO THE SAME.

I owE you an anfwer to two charming
letters, and wifthed to pay you with intereft ;
but have not had time to attempt it. And
I now fnatch a moment that is hardly fuf-
ficient for the acknowledgement of my debt,
and prevent profcription. If I were to tell
you all my impediments, you would be in=
dulgent; but their detail would occupy more
room than a categorical anfwer; and thq
excufe would be more tirefome than the
fuppofed negligence.

I thank you for your partial analyfis of my
Regulus; you gratify my pious prurience by
it, as this opera is the Benjamin of all the
reft. The German a&tors here have repre-
fented it in their own language, with great
applaufe ; but I have never yet had the cou-
rage to go near it. The Teutonic air, in a
Roman hero, feems to me like the boar in
the fea, and the dolphin in the wood, which

Horace laughs at. :
cc 2 You
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You have procured me the good opinion
of the moft worthy Marchionefs of Lenzi;
take care to preferve it for me ; reprefent
to her how highly I think myfelf honoured
by her notice ; and how much for her ﬁk;
I am grieved, at having fo little merited her
favour, unlefs fhe places to my account, the
infinite refpe@t I have for her.

Vienna, June 16, 1750

LETTER XIL

TO THE SAME.

- A mosT agreeable letter fromi your was
delivered to me in Moravia, at the fame
time as a command from court to retutn to
Vienna, in order to write and dire& the
reprefentation of a very thort drama, which
is to be fung by three Arch-dutcheflés, in ce-
lebration of their moft auguft mether’s birth:
day. ‘This occupation; more indeed of body
than mind, has obliged me to make a fhort
parenthefis in the midft of all my civil
odconomical, political, literary, and voluptu-
ous affairs. You mauft not, theréfore, accufe
me - of  negligence, for not an{wering yout
letter {ooner, nor for doing it frow in fo fum-
: . mary
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mary a2 way; as I am obliged to divide
myfelf among a great number of creditors.

The printer of Turin does my writings
great honour, in fuppofing that an edition in
1zmo. little different from 1innumerable
others already publithed, would meet with
purchafers. His plan does net tempt my
~anity, The inedited pieces which I have
ftill by me, have occafion for the ax and
the file; therefore the time neceflfary for
preparing them, woyld vex him, and fatigue
me.  As to the order in which they fhould
appear, I have nothing more tofay, than
that I wifh all the writings of my early
-youth might be placed at the end of the
work ; but as the reft have no connexion
with each other, they may be difpofed at
pleafure.  Tell him, if it is not too late for
him to profit from the jnformatiop, that I
have lately received petitions of the fame
kind from Leipfic, Paris, and Piacenza;
and have made the fame anfwer.

In order to be doing fomething to remind
you of me, Ifha]l give direttions for an
excellent little picture of myfelf, which is
now in my pofleflien, to be copied for you.

Vienna, O&ober 22, 1750

cc 3 LET-
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LETTER XIIL

" TO ‘'THE SAME.

I smouLp have ‘anfwered your laft letter
{ooner, had I not waited till the pi€ture was
finithed ; and now, it being Chriftmas Eve,
I muft be thort, as the feveral offices, ative
and paffive, "have abforbed the whole day.

‘1 fend you one piture of me in wax,
which is moft excellently done. Another
in miniature, which I have had copied three
~ times; and, at length, with tolerable fuccefs.
‘It is now in the haads of a moft tedious en-
graver. When finithed, you fhall have a
print likewife from this. Adieu. I writein
~ company, and therefore can add nothing

more than ufual good withes.
L Vienna, Decembcr 24, 1750

LETTER XIV.

TO THE SAME -

. DurING my ﬁlencé, ‘I had to combat
with my complaints, and with ‘the mufes.
- T have written an opera, by command of

my
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my moft auguft Patron; I finithed it but
yefterday, and you are to regard my writing
ta you to-day, as no fmall mark of my
favour.

In order to appeafe you, I enclofe half a
dozen Metaftafios, upon whom you may
fatiate your vengeance, and then refume
your good humour. Adieu. Make my re-
verences to the amiable prieftefs ; look upon
this as a long letter, and try to fancy that it
merits fuch complaifance.

Vienna, April 19, 1751.

LETTER XV.

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI.

NoTwITHSTANDING appearances are {o
much againft me, my plagues and infirm-
ities were fuch, as not to permit me to
fend you even two lines by laft Saturday’s
poft, in anfwer to your moft agreeable let-
ter of the 2 5th of November, which I receiv- -
ed in the ufual way ; and at prefent, I know
not whether my eagernefs to write to you
will be fufficient to fubdue my difficulties.
But let us fpeak of pleafanter things. )
_ cC4 : The
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The Minifter Plenipotentiary, Dan Anto-
nio di Azlor, from your court, is arrived,
I have been twice at his door in vain; and
he has been once at, mine, with the fame
fuccefs. But at length we have met, and
we now {eec one another almoft every
evening, at the affemblies in Althan houfe.
He has already had an audience of my moft
Auguft Patrons, and I am told, has been
moft gracioufly received. He pleafes me
extremely ; and fuch fcems to have been his
fate with the nobility, and corps diploms-
tigue. He has an agreeable ferioufnefs in
his afpe€t, an openncfs in fpeaking, and fo
noble, courteous, and judicious an addrefs,
that I hope he will worthily and ufefully
fuftain. the charaé&ter with which he is ho-
noured. There is no aflerting any thing
pofitive for the future; but whoever begins
well, has half performed his tafk, I have
interrogated him very much congerning
yourfelf, as all are folicitous about what
is moft dear to them, and I am extremely
pleafed with his anfwers, He affures me,
that your profperity has not in the leaft
altered the fweetnefs and moderation of your
charafter. A rock, according to ancient
and modern examples, cxtremely difficult

ta
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to avoid ; and much more amidft the favours,
than the perfecutions of fortune. He has
ailured me, that though mounted to fuch an
enviable fituation, you have not an enemy.
Toobtain forgivenefsfor {uch profperity, Ican
cafily conceive how wife, how difinterefted,
and how beneficent muft be your conduét,
I congratulate you on thefe ineftimable cha-
ralteriftics, which are your ewn, and not
the gifts of fortune; and I congratulate my-
felf for having known and loved you, be-
fore you had given fuch jlluftrious proofs of
your eftimable and amiable qualities.

~ If you knew JomEeLL1 perfonally, you
would not wonder at the indolence of which
you complain. He has a tranquil and fe-
rene mind, and loves to faynter at his eafe,
and indulge the fatnefs of his well-fed body ;
giving way to every impylfe that can fave
him the trouble of refiftance : fo that he is
always influenced by thofe that are neareft
him. Grieve at this on your awn account,
if yoy will, or rather deplore in him this
moft troublefome defed, but never helieve
that he ever meant tq deceive you. A fraud
would involve his pacxﬁc dtfbﬂﬁtlml m toa
much troublg,

I would
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I would fay a thoufand things more, but
my ‘head has protefted againft it, for fome-
time. Adieu. -
' 4 Vienna, January g, 1751,

LETTER XVIL

TO THE SAME.

You began the world by performing
miracles.: and it is not one of a common
fort, to make me write verfes at this time of
life, when I'have: more reafon to execrate
my impertinent infirmities, which plague
me more and more every day. And you
will perform another miracle, if they fhould
let me finith this letter. ' - :
. -Here is Didone for you, abridged, as much
as poffible, without injuring it too much,
and even’ correfted in fome place. In the
firft at, I have not been able to make much
ufe of the fheers; in the fecond, but little;
in the third, however, they have been- very
attive. The nuraber of airs is that pre-
fcribed by yourfelf. - But-ih the third. ad,
as ' Jarbas, ‘after the combat, would have
come in without an air, and there.is a
change’of {cene, I have written two verfes

which
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which conne@® with the fenfe and fituation
of the recitative; but if fung, ercibreviffima,
‘to a Cavatina, they will give {pirit to the
entrance of the perfonage, and afford the
in‘ﬁrumen'ts an opportunity of feconding the
mutation, without lengthening the opera a
minute. The Licenza (7), if felf-love
does not feduce me, feems not to partake of
my fuffering ; which only fays, that it is all
the little I thould have been able to do, if
I had not'been fo tormented. Pray let'the
machinift read over and over again the re-
marks prefixed to the MS. that he may
underftand and faithfully exprefs your ideas
and mine.

I have received by the favour of the wor-
thy minifter plenipotentiary from your court,
free even from the heavy expences and in-
exorable demands of this cuftom-houfe, your
magnificent prefent of fnuff, porcelain, bark,
vanilla, and other unknown articles. 1 re-
turn thanks to the generous donor. And
with I may ever poffefs the faculty of me-
riting fuch enviable kindnefs. If my head

(?) Epilogue, or Finale, generally a compliment to
the fovereign for whofe court, and at whofe expence, the

opera is performed; like the prologues to the operas .of
Lulliy, written by Quinault for Louis XIV.

would
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would permit me to write much, this would
be an exceflive long chapter. It will be fo
ftill, when 1 am able., In the mean time, be
affured, that I am unable to fay whether I
am more glad or more confufed, I hope
that the Marquis d’Enfenada, to whom ]
beg my moft humble refpets, will believe
this truth; and that you will do the fame.
You wrote me word fometime ago, that
1 fhould find, in a flafk of earth, g7 berb that
was good for the breqfl, and a diuretic, Now
inftead of this herb, I have found a white
{ubftance refembling foap, but what it is, no
one in Vienna can tell. If you with that
your prefent fhould not be vfelefs, I begyou
will not forget, in your anfwer, to tell me its
name, virtue, and the manner of ufing it,
However, if it has been {poiled on the road,
I muft beg you to fend me another flatk.
The Countefs d’ Althan thanks you for
the little canifter of {nuff; but, luckily, itis
toa good for ladies; fo that it will come to
my fhare. Adieu; yon have performed the
fecopd miracle, atwhich I rejoice, and am,

. &c.

Viennz, January 30, 1951

LLET
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LETTER XVH
TO THE SAME:

You will wonder at my delay in anfwer-
ing your letter; but when you know the
caufe; you will wonder ftill more, at my
being able to fteal a moment to write thefe
two lines. After my laft letter, I went into
Moravia for the country air, which my
health, more impaired than ufual, required.
In the beginning of Autumn, we were
affailed among the mountains by a winter ex-
traordinary ; {0 farnithed with ice, with wind,
and all the ornaments of December, that in
defpite of ftoves, chimneys, and pellices lined
with fur, there wds no one of the company
who efcaped a cough, accompanied, more or
lefs, with its ufual atteridants ; and I, not lefs
favoured than the reft, had a_due fhare of
thefe bleffings. But at laft, when the feafon
began to grow milder, and I hoped to re-
cover my ftrength, comes an exprefs with
an Imperial mandate to transfer myfelf to
Vienna, as it was determined that the opera
for the ladies, which was to have come out
in December, fhould be reprefented in O&to-
ber. So’ that, with the bléfled remains of
; 3 ‘ - my
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mydefluxion and other numerous complaints,
I am here inthe midft of a crowd of tu-
multuous applications. For befides inftru&-
ing four young ladies, who are quite novices,
both in the language and ufe of the ﬁage,'
the weight of the direétor of the mufic falls
on my poor fhoulders, without my deriv-
ing from it either henour or advantage.
This isone of the court phenomena, in which,
without the leaft crime, I fhall fuffer all the
penalty. You know what it is to be a ftage
rudder; it is therefore needlefs to defcribe
to you my fituation. The opera will be
brought on the ftage in eight or ten days.
I fend you the words before they are pub-
lifhed, not only as my dear Gemello has the
preference in this, as well as in the reft of
-my heart, but becaufe it feems very fit for
his purpofe. Adieu. A crowd of people
.are waiting for me.

Vienna, O&ober 18, 1751.

LETTER XVIIL

TO THE SAME.

You muft imagine, that, till to-day, I
. could neither have the book, nor a moment

v I to
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. to finith this letter; which is the exaét truth.
I thall not plague myfelf in trying to per-
fuade you of this, becaufe you have been
often in my cafe; but with political and
ceconomical circumftances, much more fa-
vourable than mine!

This evening the opera appears on the
ftage for the firft time, therefore addio.

A propos to the ftage, at Naples my bu-
finefs is pleafantly fung. They have told
my agent, that when the archbithop of
Montreal is provided for, fomething will be
given to me. The archbifhopric of Mont-
real becomes vacant by the death of Cardi-
nal Acquaviva, and God knows which of
our nephews may live to fee him provided
for. Then, my beloved Gemello, what are
we to underftand by this precious fometbing 2
But I have no time for declamation; and
you may eafily conceive whether I have
been able to write verfes. Adieu, once
more ; they are all crucifying me at this
moment. .

Vienna, O&ober 27, 1751:

LET-
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LETTER XX,

TO THE SAME.

. Yours from the efcurial, of the 1zth; of

laft month, afHiéts me with the news of the
bad ftate of your dear health, and aggravates
my own fufferings ; which amid{t my plagues
in attending the rehearfals of 17 Re Pafore,
were tnore intolerable than uftal. One of
the difagreeable effets of this tumult, is my
not having been able to fecond the withes
of my beloved Gemello, inh writing fuch a
feftival drama as he had fuggefted to me.
I had intended to devote myf€lf to his fer-
Vice in the country, but I was there attack-
ed by a fever and defluxion, on my arrival ;
and before I was frecovered, comes an ex-
prefs which obliged me to gallop to Vienna,
where I alohe was forced to pradtice every
trade, .or rather to be Fack of all Trades.
And amidft my fatigues and the enormous
coldnefs of the Theatre; my ill-cured de-
fluxion has taken fuch deep root, and entered
into an alliance with my other complaints
fo clofely, that it affe¢ts my fpirits as well as
my health. I comfort myfelf with the
hope that I/ Re Paflore, which 1 fent you
the
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the inftant it came out of the prefs; will an-
{wer. your purpofe extremely well. It is gay,
tender, amorous, fhort; and has, indeed, all
the neceffary requifites for your wants. No
reprefentation here is-remembered to have
‘extorted fuch univerfal applaufe. The la-
dies who performed in it, did wonders, par-
ticularly as to aftion. The mufic is fo
graceful, fo well adapted arid fo lively, that
it enchants by its own merit, without ins
juring the paffion of the perfonage; and
_pleafes exceffively. I fhould inftantly have
had it copied and fent to yous; but as the
. four ladies are all fopranos, and there is no
part. for any other kind of voice, except
that for Aleflandro, which is a tenor, 1 did
not think it could be of ufe to you, without
alterations. If ever you thould with to have
it, read the drama with attention, caft the
parts; and I wil prevail on the compofer
himfelf to adjuft it to your purpofe, or new
fet whatever you pleafe. ‘The author is Sig.
Giufeppe Bomo: he was born at Vienna of
Italian parents, and fent by Charles VI. to
ftudy mufic under Leo, with whom he pafi-
ed his firft youth*, Iknow twa other Ger-
man

* This is the firft time that the name of this compofer

has come to my knowledge; of his works I am ftill ignorant;

VOL. 1 nd however,

*
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4n compofers, Gluck, and Wagenfeil
The firft has furprifing fire, but 1s mad; and
the other is a great harpfichord player.
Gluck compofed an opera for Venice, which
was very unfortunate. He has compofed
others here with various fuccefs. I am not
a man to pretend to judge of him.

My dear Gemellg, I can write no more,
my head rebels. Adieu, if you wifh me to
be well, {hew me a good example ; and be-
lieve that I am more vexed than you canbe,

-at my inability to oblige you. You know
fo- well how fincerely I fpeak, that it is un-
sieceffary to .enforce this affertion.

: Vienna, November 16, 151,

—

. Soon after the performance of Attilio Re-
golo at Drefden, the Mingotti, who. there
firft diftinguithed herfelf in the part of At
tilia, in that opera, being invited to the
theatre royal at Naples, to fing in the fame
drama, obtained a letter of recommendation
to the Princefs di Belmonte, from Metaftafio,

‘however, the charaler given of him here by Metaftafio,
-on whofe probity and good tafte we-may rely, affigns him
an honourable ftation among compofers whofe abilities
reft only on tradition, though his productions may never
have penetrated into this country,

4 C - which
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which has rot been inferted in the poet’s
correfpondence publithed at Nice, but ap-
pears in Sig. Saverio Mattei’s Memoirs,
which, though fhort, contain many curious
anecdotes relative to our Lyric Bard’s pri-
vate life, that, previous to this publication,
were .not to be found elfewhere (4). A
fketch of the life of the celebrated finger
and a&refs, Mingotts, has already been given
elfewhere, from her own mouth (¢); but as
this letter is not mentioned there, and is
fuch an unequivocal teftimony of the favour
in which fthe ftood with the poet in this
early period of her celebrity, it feems to be
connefted with the preceding account of
Attilig. '

LETTER XX
" TO THE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE.

“ SIGﬁonA Reging Mngotti,'one} of the
principal arnaments of the vocal band ap
Drefden, being engaged at Naples in the

 (b) Memorie per fervire alla yita del Metaftafio.raccolte

da Saverio Mattei.  Edizione prima. in colle. 1785. ,
(c) Prefent State of Mufic in Germany, &c. vol 1. Art,

MunicH,

pd2 _ fame
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fame rank, has not efcaped the épidemie
defire of being furnithed with a letter from
me to your excellence. This requeft, how-
ever, would have been fruitlefs, had fhe
not moft wickedly, and malicioufly, hit
upon the following expedient for vanquith- .
ing my well known repugnance to give way
to fuch applications, When fhe left the
court of Drefden, what does the do, but poft
away to Vienna; and without giving me
the leaft previous notice of my danger, ear-
ly one fine morning, prefents' herfelf in my
room, and in a military habit, preceded only
by her fame, and accompanied by all the
graces of youth, vivacity, and talents, and
what is ftill worfe, entitled to the chief
credit of the fuccefs of my At#d/io in Dref-
den. Now tell me, madam, with your
ufual candour, if ever you heard of fo cun-
fiing a mufical trick? It was like puttinga
knife to the throat of a poor chriftian. I
"know not not what Socrates, Cato, or Arif-
tides would have done in fuch a cafe; but
this I know, that I could net help writing
the letter, and even devoutly thanking Hea-
ven that the had the moderation to limit her
pretenfions to a letter only. .

- ‘This
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_ This letter has no date, but it muft have
been written in 1751, when Attilio was firft
reprefented at Naples: as a letter written
-that year by the poet, to the fame princefs,
to reprefs the too farfguine expeétations of
his firft patronefs, for the fuccefs of this
opera, appears in Sig.. Mattei’s Memoirs,
- which is the more curious, as it contains
- Metaftafio’s opinion of the talents of the ad-
mirable tenor finger, Raaf, then young,
and whofe fame like that of Mingetti, wag
fcarcely fledged.

LETTER XXL

TO THE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE.

TuoueH my Regulus is an opera, of
which I am the leaft athamed ; and though
my dear Raajff is fuch a performer as cannot
be paralleled; I believe that they are not made
for each other, and that, joined together,
they will both be facrificed. That is ta fay,
the part of Regulus will ruin my poor Raaff,
and Ragff will be the ruin of the part, and
of the opera. This drama cannot fucceed,
unlefs the principal perfonage pleafes ¢x-
tremely ; and our dear Ragff is phyfically

pd 3 unable
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unable to fupport this weight. The reafons
are numerous,founded on experience ; andI'
bope -that your excellence will believe a
man who venerates you, and efteems Razf
as much as he merits, that is to fay, excef-
fively.—Befides, that immenfe {pace in the
,great theatre of San Carlo, will abforb all
thofe inimitable graces, and that wonderful
agility, which rénder this charming finger
fo admirable in a room: indeed he has fplit
upon this rock elfewhere, in theatres three
times lefs {pacious than this; fo that I can
hardly hope that he will thare a better fate
in future.

The event, however, to the great joy of
Metaftafio, did not correfpond with his ex-
peftations ; the incomparable Raajff having
"overcome every.obftacle ; and the predicions
of the Princefs of Belmonte, were better
verified than thofe of the poet; who by the
firm confidence which the princefs placed in
the abilities of Ragff, began to doubt of the
rectitude of his own judgment, before the
opera was brought on the Neapolitan ftage;
and anticipating his defence in another let-
ter on the fubje@ to the fame princefs, he
~ fays, “wherever my matchlefs Raajf can be

heard,
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heard, he will doubtlefs ravith the hearts of
all the audience; but if the fize of this
theatre is fo.enormous as it has been de-
{cribed to me, it is impoflible to imagine
that the exquifite delicacy of his tafte and
expreflion will not be loft, and in fhort, all
the wonderful and peculiar graces of his ftyle
of finging. You, madam, will fay, that there
is no reafoning againft faQs : and I thall re-
ply, that men are obliged to reafon, but not
to prophefy; particularly about theatrical
matters, as they often elude all prudence
and conjeéture, and lefs frequently difgrace
miftakes, than credit prediftions, ™

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, -
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