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Jeff Manookian

SONGS OF ARMENIA

for orchestra

It was just a matter of time before my Armenian heritage caught up with me. | am, what is called, a “second-
generation” Armenian. My grandfather, Kerikan Manookian, narrowly escaped the horrific Genocide inflicted upon the
Armenian nation in 1915-23 by the, then Turkish regime. It was only through a few stories he disclosed to my father, that
I had any claim or knowledge of Armenia and its diverse and rich history. | was, after all, a self-proclaimed “American”
composer.

However, fate took its course. In the ultimate year of the 20" -century, | was commissioned to compose an epic
choral/orchestral work — “Symphony of Tears” — memorializing this, the world’s first, genocide of that century. Not only
did I have to be historically accurate in relating through text and music that horrific event, I took it upon myself to intensely
research Armenia’s rich tome of music.

“Symphony of Tears” found its way to Yerevan, Armenia for a performance and recording in Khachturian Hall.
Through this pilgrimage to the land of my blood, as well as via subsequent journeys to Armenia for additional
recording/performance projects with the Armenian Philharmonic Orchestra and intensely experiencing the land, the people,
and Armenia’s unique personality; | found that my research into this county and its music took on an intimate reality.

The music of Armenia was now not just a study, this music became, and remains, a vital part of me as a person
and as a composer. As a result of the profound experiences | had while in my “motherland,” I can label myself an
American-Armenian composer. Of course my roots are those of America, and my music indeed reflects that. But | can now
enjoy a duality of compositional personalty.

The music of Armenia figures among the world’s oldest written musical tradition, and its folk music is even older.
Indeed, it is cliche to state that Armenian music, both instrumental and vocal is copious. Its modalities and rhythms are
distinctive — unlike any other.

The “Songs of Armenia” is by no means my only work incorporating Armenian music quotations into my music.
However, what distinguishes the “Songs of Armenia” it that this grouping was not a commission. It was composed out of
the sheer joy of writing.

Each of the five orchestral-songs indeed reflects “borrowings” from Armenian folk music. Other than an occasional
four-measure melodic quote, the development, texture, and even counter-subject are original. | believe, nonetheless, |
have recreated a few aural glimpses into this proud nation and its heritage.

I have purposely not given titles to any of the movements. Although, some of the quotations did come from titled
songs. The character of each tune was changed enough that carrying over, o assigning any titles would interfere with this
work'’s intent — that of being pure music.

“Songs of Armenia” for Orchestra received its premiere July 30, 2011 by the Orquesta de la Provincia de Tucuman
(Argentina) in the San Martin Theatre during the years | served as Conductor of that orchestra.

INSTRUMENTATION

PiccoLo — 2 FLUTES — 2 OBOES — ENGLISH HORN — 2 BOCLARINETS — BOBASS CLARINET — 2 BASSOONS
4 HORNS IN F — 3 TRUMPETS IN C — 3 TROMBONES — TUBA

TIMPANI — 3 PERCUSSION 1. Tambourine, Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals, Wood Block
2. Bongos, Triangle, Bass Drum, Finger Cymbals, Snare Drum
3. Xylophone, Gléckenspie
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