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CHARACTERS

®

RUDOLPH, a poet... ... Tenor
SCHAUNARD, a musiciat Baryton

BENOIT, a landlord ... Bass

MIMI .. ... Soprano

PARPIGNOL ... ... Tenor

I

MARCEL, a painter ... Baryton
CGLLINE, a philosopher... Bass

ALCINDORQ, a councillor
of state ... Bass

MUSETTA .. .. ... Soprano

Custom House SERGEANT... Bass

Students —Work Girls—Citizens— Shopkeepers
Street vendors —Soldiers- -Restaurant waiters— Boys
Girls, &c. &e.

~ DG~

Time about 1830 in Paris.
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... rain or dust, cold or heat, nothing stops these bold adventurers.
Their existence of every day is a work of genius, a daily problem
which they always contrive to solve with the aid of bold mathematics.
When want presses them, abstemious as anchorites—but if a little
fortune falls into their hands see them ride forth on the most ruinous
fancies, loving the fairest and youngesi, drinking the oldest and best
wines and not finding enough windows whence to throw their mo.
ney ; then—the last crown dead and buried—they begin again to dine
at the table d’hote of chance where their cover is always laid; con-
trabandists of all the industries which spring from art, in chase from
morning till night of that wild animal which is called the crown.
Bohenia has a special dialect, a distinct jargon of its own. This
vocabulary is the hell of rhetoric and the paradise of neologism.

A gay life; yet a terrible one!. ..

(H. MURGER, preface to the “Fie de Boh2me”) (%)

(") Rather than follow Murger’s novel step by step, the authors of the present
libretto, both for reasons of musical and dramatic effect, have sought to derive in-
spiration from the French writer’s admirable preface.

Although they have faithfully portrayed the characters, even displaying a certain
fastidiousness as to sundry local details; albeit in the scenic development of the opera
they have followed Murger’s method by dividing the libretto into four separate acts,
in the dramatic and comic episodes they have claimed that ample and entire freedom
of action which (rightly or wrongly) they deemed necessary to the proper scenic
presentment of a novel the most free, perhaps, in modern literature.

Yet in this strange book, if the characters of each person therein stand out clear
and sharply defined, we often may perceive that one and the same temperament bears
different names, and that it is incarnated, so to speak, in two different persons. Who
cannot detect in the delicate profile of one woman the personality both of Mimi and
of Francine? Who as he reads of Mimi’s “little hands, whiter than those of the God-
dess of Ease”, 1s not reminded of Francine’s little muff?

The authors deem 1t their duty to point out this identity of character. It has seemed
to them that those two mirthful, fragile and unhappy eéreatures in this comedy of Bo-
hemian life might aptly figure as one person whose name should be, not Mimi, not
Francine. but “ The Ideal”.

G.G-L. I
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