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To the QUEENS

MOST

Excellent Majefty .

L MADAM,

| NLE Beft of Authors bave been abways Prefints for the

¢ i ) /';
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l Beft of Princes, and it wonld have been a great breach

of Duty inme, to lay thefe Excellent Performances any
where bue at Your Majefly's Sacred Feet.  Your Majefly has a
double Iighe to their Patronage, from Yoar Love to Muficls, and
affection to Devotion, and as You are an Lncourager of Bath, fo
both apply ibemfelves with all Humility for Your Protection.

Tour Majefly was pleafed to give Mr Purcell Yoar Royal
Approbation when Living, and it is Humbly hop'd the Memory
of 'f).".w will not e anpleafing to You wow He is Dead 5 and though
the Publifier bas no Merit tn bimfelf to Recommend Him to Your
Majefly's Prefence, Your Majefty will Gracioufly receive what
begs Your Acceprance, for the fake of thofe Ingenious Gentlemen
thar Oblig'd the World with thefe Compofitions.

The Lncouragement of Arts and Scrences is one of the Pre~
rogatives of Royalty, and the maft Glorious Reigns bhave allways
bad the Reputation of being the moft Learncd.  What may we not
then expect under Your Mayeftys Aufpicions Government ? This
makes me prefume to bope, that the Piety of the Words, and Artful-
nefs of the Mulick, will nor appear undeferving of Your Majefty's
Yayour.  Whichif they may be fo Happy as toobtain I fhall think
2t my Glory to continue my great coft and Pains in contributing to

the Publick fatisfadtion, and ever make it my endeavour to approve
my felf,  Madam,

Your Majelty's moft Dutyful,
Moit Devoted, and moit
Faithful Subject

Henry Pravrorb.
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P HE Youthtul and Gay have already been entertain’d with
varicty of Rare Compofitions, where the Lighter Sport-
ings of Wit lave been Tun'd by the moft Aveful Hands,
and made at once to gratity a Delicare Ear, and a wan-

ton Curiolity,

1 now therefore addrefs o others, who are no lefs Mufical, though
they are more Dewser.  There arc many P ious Perfons, who are
not only juft Admirers, but excellent Judges wo, boch of Mufick
and Wirs to thefe a Gngulae Regard 1s dug, and thar exquifice Re-
lih of the former ought not to be palld by an unagrecable Com-
pofition of the later. Diwvine Hymms are therefore the moft proper
Entertainment for them, which, as they make the fweeteft, and in~
deed the only, Mdowdy to a Religions Lar, fo are they in thems
felves the very Glory and Perfection of Mufick.

For s the meanclt and moft Mechanical Office of chis Noble Sei=
ence to ply upon the Far, and ftoke the Fancy with a fuperficial
Doights but when Holy and Spiritwal Things are its Subject, it
proves of a more fabtile and refined Nature, whilit darong ic felf
chrough the Organs of Senfe, it warms and actuates all che Powers
of the Soul, and fills the Mind with the brighteft and mott ravifh-
ing Contcemplavion. Mafick and Peeny have in all Ages been accon.
ted Divine, and therefore they cannot be more naturally employed,
than when they arc converfant about Heaven, that Region of Harmony,
from wenee they are derived,

Now as to this prefent Colletion, 1 need faid no more than that
the Werds were pen'd by fuch Perfons, as are, and have been very
Eminct Loth for Learnng and Pierys and indeed, he that reads
them as he ought, will foon find his Affections warm'd, as with a
Coal from the Altar, and feel the Breathings of Devine Love from
every Line.  Here therefore the Mufical and Devout cannot want
Matter both to exercife chere Skill, and heighwen their Devortionss to
which excellene Porpofes thae thefe ewo Books may be truly cftectu-
al is the hearty defire of

Tour humble Servan:,

Heary Playford
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