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MERTON MUSTIC

Merton Music is devoted to making rare string chamber music accessible to players
at prices which will positively encourage exploration. There are 925 items in the
catalogue from 197 composers, most of whose names you will find in the border. Not
all are masterpieces but very few deserve the neglect they have endured because
their original publishers allowed them to go out of print. All can be posted to you

direct from the publisher, Theo Wyatt, in London at the following standard price per

page of music, post-free; a fraction of the price of commercial publications:
U.K. £0.10

U.S.A $0.20
Germany €0,20
Holland €0,20
Australia A$0.30
Sweden SEK1. 50

The music is supplied in par"rs ready for the music stand on 100gsm A3 paper in a
160gsm cover. For many of these works separate scores are available.

For a free 24pp. catalog containing an order form and full instructions on how to pay

in your own currency contact one of the following:

Australia

Stephanie Hicks, 21 Bally Street, Kelvin Grove, Queensland 4059
Phone: (07) 3352 5576 Fax: (07) 3258 6444

e-mail: stephanie_hicks@freehills.com.au

Germany

Wolfgang Schreiber, Franz-Schubert-Str, 12/1 69168 Wiesloch
Phone: 06222/385117 Fax: 06222/385119 e-mail: wolfg@ngi.de

Holland

: Caroline Bouwman, Hobbemastraat 6''', 1071 ZA  Amsterdam Phone: 020 6737943

e-mail: caroline_willem@hotmail.com

\Swedenf

John Teague, Wivalliusgatan 15, 7tr. 11260 Stockholm Phone: 08-6188486
Fax: 08-6185407 e-mail: john.teague@telia.com '

U.S.A.

" Meriel Ennik, 811 Seaview Drive, El Cerrito CA 94530 Phone: 510 527 6620

e-mail: mertonusa@yahoo.com

U.K.

Theo Wyatt, 8 Wilton Grove, London SW19 3QX Phone/Fax: 020 8540 2708
e-mail: mertonmusic@argonet.co.uk '
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MERTON MUSIC

Merton Music is devoted to making rare string chamber music accessible to players
at prices which will positively encourage exploration. There are 925 items in the
catalogue from 197 composers, most of whose names you will-find in the border. Not

“all are masterpieces but very few deserve the neglect they have endured because

their original publishers allowed them to go out of print. All can be posted to you
direct from the publisher, Theo Wyatt, in London at the following standard price per
page of music, post-free; a fraction of the price of commercial publications:

U.K. £0.10

U.S.A  $0.20
Germany €0,20
- Holland €0,20
Australia A$0.30
Sweden SEK1.50

The music is supplied in parTs ready for the music stand on 100gsm A3 paper in a
160gsm cover. For many of these works separate scores are available.

For a free 24pp. catalog containing an order form and full instructions on how to pay
in your own currency contact one of the following:

Australia

Stephanie Hicks, 21 Bally Street, Kelvin Grove, Queensland 4059
Phone: (07) 3352 5576 Fax: (07) 3258 6444

e-mail: stephanie_hicks@freehills.com.au

Germany

Wolfgang Schreiber, Franz-Schubert-Str. 12/1 69168 Wiesloch
Phone: 06222/385117 Fax: 06222/385119 e-mail: wolfg@ngi.de

Holland

~ Caroline Bouwman, Hobbemastraat 6''', 1071 ZA Amsterdam Phone: 020 6737943
e-mail: caroline_willem@hotmail.com

Sweden '

John Teague, Wivalliusgatan 15, 7tr. 11260 Stockholm Phone: 08-6188486
Fax: 08-6185407 e-mail: john.teague@telia.com

U.5.A.

" Meriel Ennik, 811 Seaview Drive, El Cerrito CA 94530 Phone: 510 527 6620

e-mail: mertonusa@yahoo.com

U.K. | - S
Theo Wyatt, 8 Wilton Grove, London SW19 3QX Phone/Fax: 020 8540 2708
e-mail: mertonmusic®argonet,co.uk '
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Ludvig Norman
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Ludvig Norman (1831-1885)

Swedish composer, pianist and conductor. Born the fifth of seven children. His father
died in 1840 leaving Ludvig growing up under poor conditions. Thanks to the wealthy
family Josephson, contact was established with Adolf Fredrik Lindblad, (composer
and one of Mendelssohn’s closest friends) and the opera singer Jenny Lind. They
decided that the obviously talented young man should enter studies in Leipzig. One
year after Mendelssohn's death Ludvig Norman started a four year period of study in
Leipzig under Julius Rietz (composition) and Moritz Hauptmann (counterpoint).

Back in Sweden Norman immediately started to develop the musical life of the
Swedish capital, which he found to be way behind the musical frontline. He was the
first soloist in Sweden to play Schumann's piano concerto in 1853. He started writing
essays on music as well as working as a music critic for the newspaper Aftonbladet.
He was co-founder of Nya Harmoniska sallskapet (The New Harmonic Society), whose
debut concert in 1860 was a great success. This society lasted for some 20 years and
was replaced by Musikforeningen (Music Association). Today s Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra in Stockholm is the natural descendant of Musikforeningen.. One can
therefore claim that Ludvig Norman was the person who founded the tradition of the
first professional symphony orchestra outside the Royal Opera. In 1861 Norman was
elected hovkapellmdstare (principal conductor) of the Royal Opera Orchestra. This
was a beginning of one of the most prosperous periods in Swedish Opera tradition.

In 1864 he married Wilhelmina Neruda, who became one of the first internationally
famous woman violinists. The demands of her career put strains on the marriage
which led to divorce four years later. After Norman's death she married Sir Charles
Hallé.

On the occasion of the Bach and Handel bi-centennial celebrations in 1885 Norman
was taken ill, and had to be led of f stage after conducting the concert. He died a few
weeks later.

Norman's chamber music output is not large, but there are some gems: They include:
Six string quartets, of which one is lost: the last quartet (A minor, Op. 65) has an
Andante movement that in an arrangement for string orchestra has become the
composer’s most played piece;

One string quintet op. 35 (available in Merton Music), written just after the divorce,
and containing personal and autobiographical elements not normally found in his music;
One string sextet (still to be published),

This string Octet, op. 30. |

Three piano trios in D, G and B flat minor.

One early Piano quartet. :

Songs for voice and piano, mainly grouped into five large collections.

(Continued inside back cover)

Although a successful opera conductor, Ludvig Norman never tried his hand at writing
opera. There are instead three symphonies, and three grand overtures

The string octet was composed between November 1866 and January 1867. Even as
the score was being written by the composer the parts were being produced by the
copyist Miiller. The hurry suggests there may have been a performance in early 1867,
but T have not been able to trace one. There is a separate set of parts, perhaps
created for one later performance. On the score (manuscript) is written (with a
certain pride, one can assume) that the octet was performed in 1871 in Copenhagen
under Niels W Gade and six months later in Berlin. The first violinist on that occasion
was Joseph Joachim. Norman subsequently dedicated his string quintet to Joachim.
In modern times the octet has been heard twice: 1989 was a concert given by the
Swedish Radio Broadcasting Organization with young musicians from the Swedish
Radio Music School (Edsberg Institute). April 4th 2005, was the first performance of
the final version of the present edition. The musicians were seven amateurs from the
Mazer Society together with Patrik Swedrup (concert master, Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra). The performance took place in the former Royal Academy of Music, a
building where Norman spent a great deal of his time as one of Sweden’s most
important musical personalities.

Editorial principles. The manuscript score and the two set of parts differ markedly
from each other with respect to articulation and leave much room for doubt as to
whether the markings signify bowing or phrasing. I have not attempted to list the
many editorial decisions that had to be taken. The guiding principle behind those
decisions was to produce parts that were playable and to preserve consistency
between separate appearances of the same material.

Microfilm of the original score and parts was generously made available to me by the
Swedish Music Library.

Saltsjobaden, April 20 2005.
Krister Persson
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