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Robert Ronnes

Bassoon Sonata No2

”The Russian”

This sonata is written to my teacher Valery Popov,
bassoon professor at the Tschaikowsy Music Conservatory
in Moscow,Russia.

This work is a tribute to the Russian Tsar lvan Grozny, or Ivan The Terrible,
Who was crowned as a Tsar of Russia in 1547. At this ceremony it was sung
a improvisatoric song by a male voice. This song is used in the 2nd
movement this sonata.

1 Movement
llustrates Ivan Grozny in his energically madness.
Does madness gives creativity and energy?
Is some aspects of madness beautiful?

2 Movement
Portrays the Loneliness and inner mental struggle lvan Grozny
must have had.
The song played in the middle of the movement was sung under Ivan’s
coronation. The accompaniment is a Russian Kiev-song.
By combining these two themes, | create a new atmosphere.

3 Movement

The Piano illustrate the bells of the Archangel Cathedral in Moscow, against
the more song full frasing by the Bassoon.
In this movement | try to illustrate the contact between the large Russian
church room and the mythical persons that is buried in this churchroom.
Who was really Ivan Grozny? Is it possible to find the person behind the
myths? | have given my answer here in this sonata.

Robert Rgnnes

October1996-December 2010



To Valeri Popov

Bassoon Sonata no2

Allegro Energico J: 96

"The Russian"

For Bassoon and Piano
I : Allegro energico

Robert Rgnnes 1996/2002
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