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Foreword

An invention is a product of the imagination often producing
something useful. The inventions in this book are, of course, a product
of musical imagination, otherwise known as audiation. These
inventions were written during my last year as an undergraduate
student (1984) while I was studying and learning the art of music
composition with Professor Clifford Talyor. They are derived from the
imitative quality of the famous J.S. Bach Inventions.

The general tonal character of these inventions is a comprehensive
study in the arrangement of major and minor tonality and chords in
close rhythmic proximity. The general metric character is usual duple
and triple meters. Now, as a mature composer with over 25 years of
experience composing (this revision and publication occured in the
year 2010), I feel compassion for my limited rhythm pattern and meter
vocabulary of my youth. However, this limitation gave or forced me to
be more inventive with tonality. Interestingly, the more experienced I
become as a composer through work and effort over time, the more I
limit tonal invention and increase rhythm invention.

My revision and publication of these inventions in the year 2010 is
dedicated to my wife, Belinda Bell. She is a skilled pianist and a
constant inspiration for my composing efforts. When I look back upon
our youth, it was these inventions, composed 5 years before our
meeting, that I gave to her as a token of my affection.

Craig Bakalian
December 21, 2010



dedicated to Belinda S. Bell .
Fourteen Inventions
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Invention XIII
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