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NMONG the principal difficulties encountered

by students, in any of the arts or sciences, arc
those which artse from obscurity, or want of preci-
sion. in the technical terms.  The nomenclature of
Nusic has peculiar disadvantages, being m some
parts redundant, 10 others extremely deticient. For
instance, the words Airy, Son, and Tuwe, are nearly
svnonymous, While Kev, Neie, and [fone, have each
two or three distinct sionifications @ the great variety
also of foreign terms coniinually imported, calls tor
sore expianation than has yet been afforded by any

work of this kind in the English language.

Grassinecau's translation of Brossard, 1in 1740,
was indeed of considerable utility at the time 1n
which it appeared ; but its sources were not copious,
and 1ts execution 15, 1n many places, i1naccurate.

Rousscau’s elegant perforimance, written chiefly
to cxpose French music, and to demonstrate the
superiority ot the ltahian Schocel, as it 1s entirely
restrained to national terms, cannot be of general use.
An English version ot this book, published 1n

(TG, Is <o inaccurate, as to be exceptionable

Lhruughuuz i

The valuable L.exicon of Walther, in the Ger-
man language, 1s deservedly praised by Dr. Burney,

tor 1ls varitous and accurate 1ntormation. This

* See Mentlily Review, vol, Ix, p. 422,
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work, at present very scarce®, and intelligible but
to few 1n this country, will afferd a great pare of
thie matenals for this new design.

The Author was induced to undertake the conmpi-

Jation of a Dictionary, partly from liis own want of
a general 1ndex to many valuable treatises, of which

the arrangements are obscure; and partly from his
desire of communicating, 1n a clear and comprehen-

<sive manner, the principal 1deas contained in some
manuscripts which he had purchased.

He considered 1t also as a proper preparatory step
to a future publication, of a more scientiiic and
cxtensive work, chiefly extraéted from the manu-

sC11pts above-mentioned.

These consist of all the late Mr. Overend’s+
papers, with a treatise on the Science ot Music and
Composition by Dr. Boycet, 1n hius own hand writ-

* A copy ot this book 1s now the property of T. Sikes, Esq.
of Hackney, who, although personally urxnown, has hberally
lent 1t to the Author.

t+ Orgarnist of Isieworth, Middlesex.

* Some of Dr. Pepusch's MSS. which escaped the search of
Sir J. Hawkins, were the foundation of Dr. Boyce's theory ¢ the
subje€® was pursued through his mature years, and then uccupted
the whole attenticn of Mr. Overend. These papers, which have
now been accumulating tor lalf a century, are tortunately com.
pleted by the triendship of Mr. R. Cooke, wiho has favoured the
Author, by lending him a manuscript ¢f Mr. Traver,, which con.
tains examples composed upon the principies of Dr. Pepusch, and

which was in the colle@tien cof the late Dr, Cooke, an early pa-

cron of the Author.
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ing. The Possessor of such important trats on the
subject of harmonics, and of ancient music, can by
no mcans think hinself justiied i1n suffering the
labours of so great a master as Dr. Boyce to moulder

silentlv away.

The hberal friend<hip of Dr. Arnold, has kindly
presented to the Author all the materials which he had
tormerly prepared for a publication of the same na-
ture, and generously allowed them to be used in the
present work @ thus adding another proof of that
regard, which, extended through the last twelve
year~, has placed the Author in those situations he

now holds in the protession.

The Author 1s also happy to acknowledge how
much he 1s indebted to Dr. Burney, not merely for
the information conveved by his wvaluable publica-
tions, but particularly for the goodness with which
he has suffered his name to grace the present under-
taking *, and for the permission he has given to the
Author, to consult him on the more dificult parts
of this intended Dictionary.

The tollowing specimen of the manner 1n which
the work will be executed, 15 submitted to the judg-
ment of the public; and any usetul remarks, by
w hich a greater degree of pertetion may be attained,

will be estecemed a particular favour.

* Sir Wm. Parsons has also highly promoted this design, by
asststing the Author with some scarce treatises out of the late Dr.
Worgan's hibrary ; a particular account of which will be given 1n
tlie proper place,
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DICTIONARY OF MUSIC.

Onec ot the seven letters used 1n Music
g LO CXPICss the names ot the notes.

There are tour s~unds 1in common use. which bear thi,
name : the base A\, the renr A4, the treble a4, and 2% 1

Lol
w hich are thus reprosented in notes

Base A on the first space

lron the second lrme belo w the

trebl %.I’F.
T cener AL rebie

or,
Lon the hitth line »f the base starf

and in the d derent C C.e's, on the line |
bciow that upon which the Ciet .5 placed.

Treble Q

on the second space

2ad.0r a-  {(inalc'. on the hrst hine, _4 —
o L aboye e treble statt

These additional lines, above or be.ow, are
catled aso ledget lincs.

The double base, o1 violor

ceneral, have alo another double A A\, or AV an octave below
the base A on the hrst space.

e, and keved mst:uments in

forte, have

e

The vioiin, and the additonal kevs of the grand piano

ancther a', an octave above that wwhich as i ale
To distinguish these ditterent sounds, without the trouble

()f' USillg AW AV 111U5i(31 TN] SO (T I (he t}“u\_\ ;1‘1:; m.uner ot
representing them wiil be ado

I'w."

R
1L"'-..u

i \ A ; ik >
A ; A AR 1
below base teor tr=hH ¢ v AL “In alt.ssiro’
Bv these means, it occasion roquirces,

several octaves mav
be marked hicher or Dhwer than nstrumenss can reach, by
only adding the numerals 4. 5. 00 7, & o tae A n e ba.e
descending, or ~o the a i the trelaye ascenain 2.
This noce. raken 11 any obf s sirgations, is the o
siveh of the natural ~cale in the maor mode, and the key-no2
of the same scale ;0 the miner mode.



A B A

[t answers to the svllable 1A of the Guidonian natural
hexachord used by the ltahans in solmisation, and 1s always
termed LA by the French, as the sixth note of their oCtave,
w hether sharp, flat, or natural.

The note a, ot the treble, 18 taken alvo as a gencral
sHund to which the picch of atl struments, in a concert, s
IL"”LIIJ[L(J because the second open string ot the viohin, :md
thie Arst of the viola, or tenor. are tuned o a, and the hrst of
e violoncello o the tenor 4 1n the octave hclow.-—-L Abbe
R oussier has made soime ramarks on thas subject.— Memorr e

e A jue oy Ancien ) pl1520)

This note, waen the kev - o ot 1ts own major mode, re-

. < ,. \
CJUL T ON Ih['f:(' 5}.1.1[‘1%, L }‘, (_ . :lfltl (T, (O hC‘ pld(‘@d al l'h(:

' ‘

et o torm 1 waatome seale. But when it s made A flar,

“ )

then ot tegquaes toan tharsy viso W, Fyo0, and D, to torim 1t

droatore seale tnothie snare 1 s odee.

Aoy ot there not sy whe o natmal, are tund upon keved
Y L1 s U . e cE A, h..ll‘[mlt Lord, &o. by Ukin;
SICEE SIS hand Koy ct et b o, wWhich are placed
benweeit e ery paaces ot the thive s short ones.

4 P, LPOe (I Cr2an o ].J{'l‘wi(“ht)ld, & . IS th SAalTic¢<
novoas Botian namcly, the nestsheir kev to the night

A Hatcon the ¢ontrars s thie same keyv as G osnarp, namely,
the next short key oo he dotr,

—

(2) A, a o nr._u_hon i the score tor the
word alto, or mter tenor part.

(3) A, an Imh:m preposition, signifving
at, 1, tor, Xc.
| .oa o, as, e e plas folan pic;hurr:
LD v, as, e, o resular tan

[[[ t OR . Ay o e - tul A SN SR JILL‘S.

(1) ABACUS. The whole range ot kevs
m an orean, o, also the hev-board.

i :::*n_fz. S S P Soverat anventsion, Lave been
A o | L

Ia AT, /-#1‘ J O S SN ?ﬂ!f DO - b'y ulf}L‘TCII[ PQ'T—-

Crerman. 1) G0 v 0 s, o render e scale per-

evis by othe meseraon otinore Kevs wathin the compass ot an
Crave . but none ot heewe alterations have Leen Jd(“iptmi-——-—
Ao ool g ..L._..._; () _;_'>'=:.--- 2 VA R A SRS RE FOTIRR

. 3

T IR T S TR TS I A & S S N SV YT SR oTo W

L e Loonple or_an o has a sepatane Kev o G sharo and

. ey r ) o, ] . e i . . it
\ saroans akvo tor D) shap and koHars die ¢t dhe
"'!.'I - ) I -+ ' ' ' - » f r . :'-l* -4-1 > ’ 3 . '
L.:.ﬁ ;..l:,il‘l"‘_-I'Iilt-.. ‘—lli--:l\‘} '\.,l {Lu-lt-:'l; -.(\.-I. . 11‘\... 1.1 Lillf{-; L,_..l-l"\....iy.. \Lt \! pt-rCt:‘p—

t1hile
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tible to the ear.~—(Dr. Burney, vol. ui, 439.—Sir ¥. Fuw-
kins, vol. 11, 144, 1v, 354.)

Dr. Smith uses the term Abacus in its usual signification
of Mathematical Table.—(See Harmonic;, 2d edit. p. 201.)

(5) ACADEMY, a name sometimes given
to Musical Societies, or Concerts.

Academy of Ancient Music. A society formed by Mess.
Needler, Pepusch, Galuard, Gates, &c. at the Crown and
Anchor tavern, in the Strand, 1n the vear 1710, which was
continued under the diretion of IDr. Cooke after the death
of Dr. Pepusch 1n 1752, vll 1990, when Dr. Arnold was
appointed, and who sull condutts the concerrs.—/ S0 F. H.
vol. v, 123, 287, 346.—D». Burncy, vol. 11, 535, 1v, 636.)

IT is proposed, for the sake of gaining room, to number

every article, which will be found convenient when refer-
ences are necessary ; and also to make an Alphabenical [ndex
in each of the three toreign languages, with the numbers ot
those articles where the words are explained, as in the speci-

men (4) ABACUDb.

The Author also intends to insert in thie work, the names,
and descriptions, of mustical instruments, with a briet account
of Eng)is}l Masters lately decea ca . to whica wiil be added,
a list ot 1 heoretical Wiriters, with the dates ot their works ;
and, 1f ezough: necessoy, a general arrangemens ot all the
articles contamed in the Dictionary, i distinct cla e, sumiar
to that useful method adopred 1 the Lo edition of Chambers’

Encyclopzdia, by Dr Rees.
.LO?’IG,G?I, 1t Ao A, 1798



