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PREFACE.

T.m greater portion of the very graphic parable of our Lord, on which this work is
founded, has been allotted to a Navrator (Baritone) in the third person, but two
sections—viz., ¢ Give us of your oil”” and ¢ Open to us,” seemed more realistic if
sung in the first person by female voices. In the two instances of eight-part
writing on pages 62-100, it is suggested that, when sung by a limited number, the
four upper staves should be rendered by the soloists.

The reflections interspersed are an endeavour to accentuate the spiritual teach-
ing underlying the various sections of the Allegory: that from the Lord’s Prayer
has been approached with the utmost reverence (see foot-note, page 11). The use
of the ancient German chorale, ¢ Sleepers, wake,” scemed to be a fitting text to the
work and has been employed in various numbers.

The parable ends with the ominous words—¢ And the door was shut ”; but I
have preferred o end the work with the idea set forth in the words of the Psalmist,
¢« My song shall be of Merey and Judgment.”

In concluding this brief preface I desire to express my thanks to W. Dassano,
Esq., of Old Hill, Staifordshire, for suggesting the subject of < The Ten Virgins™ as
a {itling one for musical development, and to Mrs. W. Bassano for very valuable
assistance in the matter of the libretto; also to If. Mason, Esq., for his artistic
iliustration.  Lastly, I have to ackuowledge the courtcous manner in which
permission has been granted by the Publishers to use Miss Winkworth’s translation

of ¢ Sleepers, wake,” and Lord Tennyson’s ¢ Late, latc, so late.”

ALFRED R. GAUL.

Norrorx Iousr, MonuxeExT Roap, Bmmincray,

August 1, 1890.






THE TEN VIRGINS.

No. 1.—INTRODUCTION AND CHORUS.

Sleepers, wake, a voice is calling,

Go ye forth to meet your Lord ;

He 1is the light of the world :
‘Whoso followeth Him

Shall not walk in darkness,

But shall have the light of life.

John viii, 12.

CHORALE.

Midnight hears the welcome voices,
And at the thrilling ery rejoices ;

Come forth, ye virgins, night is past,
The Bridegroom comes, awake!

Hallelujah !
And for His marriage feast prepare,
For ye must go to meet Him there.
C. Winkworth.

No. 2.—Narrator (Baritone).

The kingdom of Heaven is like unto ten virgins,
Which took their lamps,
And went forth to meet the Bridegroom.

Matt. xxv. 1.

No. 24.%—AIR.— Tenor.

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done
On earth, as it is in heaven ;
Forgive us our trespasses,

Save us from temptation,

And deliver us from evil,

Our Father which art in heaven.

Matt. vi. 10—18.

* Tt is suggested that all should stand during the singing
of this, the Lord’s Prayer.

No. 8.—€CHORUS, QUARTET, AND DUET.

Let your loins be girded about,
And your lights be burning,
And ye yourselves
Like unto men
That wait for their Lord.
Blessed are those servants
‘Whom the Lord when He cometh
Shall find watching.
Therefore watch,
For ye know not at what hour
Your Lord may come.
They that trust in the Lord
Shall be like unto Mount Zion,
‘Which cannot be removed,
But standeth fast for ever.
Luke xii. 85—87; Matt. xxiv. 42 ;
Ps. cxxv. 1.

No. 4.—AIR.—Contralto.

Thou art the guide of our youth,
Lead Thou us on day and night;
Make our path clear as Thy truth,
Clear as Thy truth and Thy light.
Thou art the guide of our youth,
Be Thou so unto the end.
Lead Thou us into all truth,
Our Maker, our Saviour, our Friend;
Then, though we walk through the valley of
the shadow of death,
We will fear no evil, for Thou art with us;
Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort us.
Ps. xxiil. 4.

No. 5.—Narrator.

The kingdom of heaven is like unto ten virgins,
Which took thetr lamps,

And went forth to meet the Bridegroom ;
And five of them were wise,

These took oil in their vessels with their lamps ;
And five of them were foolish,

These took their lamps, but took no oil with them.



vi THE TEN VIRGINS.

SOLO.—Tenor.

Oh! that they were wise,
That they would cousider their latter end.
Deut. xxxii. 29.

SOLO.—Soprano.
Happy are they that get wisdoun ;
The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom.,
Lrov. 11l 185 Jodb xxviil. 28.

TRIO.—The Virgins.

Come, and lct us walk in the light of the Lord.

In Thy light we see light ;
Thy word is a lamp unto our fect
And a light unto our path.
Praise, O! praise our God.
s, exix. 1G5.

No. 6.—Narrator.

While the Bridegroom tarricd,
They all slumbered and slept.

INTERMEZZO ({nstrumental). — SLep.”

SOLO.——Duritone.

How long, O heavenly Dridesroom,
How long wilt Thou delay ?
Avd yot how fow are grievieg
That Thou dost absent stay!
Gy, walke Thy slumboering virging,
Send forth the solewmn ery,
Let all Thy saints vepeat 16—
¢ The Bridegroom draweth nigh.”
J. G. Deck.

They know not, neither will they understand ;

They walk on still in darkness ;

All the foundations of the carth are out of
course. Ps, Ixxxil. 5.

No. 7.—Narrator.

And at midnight thers was @ cry made—
< fiehold, the Bridegroom cometh ;
Go ye out to meet Him.”
Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their
lamps,
And the foolish said unto the wise :

DIALOGUE CHORUS.—The Virgins.
Second Choir.
Give us of your oil, for our lamps have gone out.
Iirst Chour.
Not so, lest there be not enowah for us and youw ;
But go ye rather to them that sell and buy for
yourselves.

SOLO.—Soprano (not one of the Viryins).

Wisdom erieth in the streets—
She crieth :
“How long, ye simple ones, will ye love
simplicity ;
Turn ye at my reproof,
Because I have called, and ye refused ;
I have stretched out my hand
And none regarded.
For that they hated knowledge,
And did not choose the fear of the Lord,
Therefore shall they cat of the fruit
Of their own way,
And the way of peace
Shall they not kuow.
But whoso hearkencth unto me
shall dwell safely,
And shall be quict from the fear of evil.
furn ye! turn ye ! at my veproof,
Why will ye die 2
Prov. 1. 2028

No. 8 —CHORUS.

O how great is 'I'hy goodness,
Which Thon hast laid up
For them that love Thee.
Ps, xxxi. 21.

No. 9.—Nwrrator.

And while they went to buy,
Y'ne Bridegroom came.

MARCH (Fesran).

No. 10.—Narrator.

And they that were ready
Went in with Hiume to the marricye ;
And the door was shut.

QUARTET AND CHORUS.

Glory and Worship are before Him,

Power and Wisdom and Honour,

Glory, Worship, Power, Honour,
Are in His Sanctuary.

SOLN (Tenor) AND SEMI-CHOTUS.

Ascribe unto the Lord,

O ye kindreds of the people ;

Ascribe unto the Lord,

Worship and power ;

Ascribe unto the Lord

The honour due,

The honour due unto His Name:

Bring presents, and come into His Courts.
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QUARTET AND SEMI-CHORUS.

O worship the Lord,
In the beauty of Holiness ;
Let the whole earth
Stand in awe of Him.
Ps. xcvi. 6—9.

No. 11.—INTRODUCTION (Instrumental).

“ WEARINESS.”

Narrator.
Afterwards came also the other virgins, saying
Lord, Lord, open to us!* B
(Glory and worship are before Him.)
The Virgins,
Open to us, open to us !

Narrator.

But He answered and said—
Verily I say unto you,
I inow you mot.

The Virgins.
Open to us!
Narvator.

I know you not.
TRIO.—The Virgins.

Late, late, so late! and dark the night and chill !
Late, late, so late ! but we can enter still.

CHORUS.—Basses.

Too late, too late !
Ye cannot enter now.

The Virgins.

No light had we, for that we do repent ;
And learning this, the Bridegroom will velent.

CHORUS.— Basscs.

Too late, too late !
i'e cannot enter now.

T'he Virgins.
No light; solate! and dark and chill the nich!
Oh! let us in, that we may find the light.

* Four voices at a distance from the orchestra—to convey
the idea of Wedding Guests singing from within,

CHORUS.—Basses.

Too late, too late !
Ye cannot enter now.

The Virgins.

Have we not heard the Bridegroom is so
sweet ? .
Oh, let us in, tho’ late, to kiss His feet.

CHORUS.—Basses.

No, no ; too late!
Ye cannot enter now.
Tennyson.

No. 12.—CHORUSR.

The wicked are like the troubled sea,
Like the sea when it cannot rest;
There is no peace for the wicked.
Coine, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord.
Solo Voices.
Though your sins be as scarlet,
They shall be white as snow.

Chorus.
Come, and let us reason together, saith the
Liord.
Solo Voices.

Though your sins be red like crimson,
They shall be as wool.

Chorus.

The wicked are like the troubled sea,
Like the sea when it cannot rest;
There is no peace for the wicked.
Isa. 1. 18, Ivii. 20, #1.

No. 18.—80LO (Contralto) AND QUARTET,.

God willeth not the death of a sinner, but
that all should turn unto Hun and live.
Blessed are they, yea, blessed are they which
ave called to the marringe of the Lamb.
FEzek. xviii. 82; Rev. xix. 9.

No. 14.—CHORUS—For a Double Choir.
0, sing unto the Lord a new song,

Sing praises unto the Lord.
Ps. xcvi. 1.
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A, R. Gaul's Sacred Cantata— The Ten Virgins.” THE END.






