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Mount Carmel, or of the solemn majesty of ¢ that prophet’ whose name was too holy
for the scoffing Pharisees to utter.

Malachi’s prophecy must have filled the minds of men at the period that is
illustrated. The fragment of ancient Church melody which is adapted to the words St.
John quotes from Esaias, is sometimes employed also as an interlude to portions of the
narration that refer to the Baptist. That which is set to his denunciation of Herodias
is repeated whenever allusions to this arise, or to her consequent malice againt him. -
The two phrases are thus applied to suggest the association of St. John’s mission with
the oldest traditions of the Christian Church. The words of the Evangelist which
describe the nature of the Deity are assigned to the Narrator of those portions of the
history which are not dramatically presented, to render its application to the situation
where it oceurs impersonal. The final piece of the First Part and the two last picces
of the whole stand apart from the narration and the dramatic action; they are
designed to represent what may be the feelings of living hearers as much as of the
witnesses of the event with regard to those points of the story which are illustrated by
the selected texts. The shofar salutation which initiates the Oratorio as typical of the
expectation, recurs at the conclusion as significant of the coming of the Messiah—the
day has dawned, the Day-Star has arisen,




ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST - - - (Baritone).

HEROD ANTIPAS (Tetrarch of Galilee) - ( Tenor).
SALOME (the daughter of Herodias) - - (Soprano).
NARRATOR - - - - - - (Contralto).

Pt .

THE DESERT.

No. I. OVERTURE,
(representing the state of expectation which preceded the Advent.)

No. II. CHORTUS.

Behold, I will send My messenger, and he shall prepare the way before Me. And
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to
their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. Malacki iit., 1; iv., 6.

No. III. RECITATIVE.

Nagraror.—In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of
Judea. And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle
about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. Then went out to him
Jerusalem, and all Judexa, and all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of

him in Jordan, confessing their sins. And he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
come to his baptism. Mattkew iii., 1, 4, 5, 6, 7.

No. IV. SONG.

St. Jomn.—Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance : and think not to say within yourselves,
¢We have Abraham to our father;”’ for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones
to raise up children unto Abraham. And now also the axe is laid unto the roet of the

trees; therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and
cast into the fire. Alatthew iii., 2, 7—1).
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\ ‘No. V. DIALOGTUE.
Canrus oF Prorre.—What shall we do then to inherit the kindgom of heaven,
or to flee from the wrath to come?
Sr, Jomx.—He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and
he that hath meat, let him do likewise.
Cuorvus or Pusricaxs.—Master, what shall we do.?

Sr. Jomn.—Exact no more than that which is appointed you.

Cuorus oF Sorpiers.—And what shall we do ?

Sr. Jouxr.—Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be contcnt
with your wages.

Croorus oF Pmarisers.— Who art thou ? art thou the Christ or not?

Sr. Jom~x.—I am not the Christ.

Cmorus oF Pmarisers.—What then? art thou Elias?

St. Jorx.—1I am not.

Coorus or PmARIsEEs.—Art thou that prophet?

St. Jor~x.—No.

Cuorts or Pmarisees.—Who art thou ? that we may give an answer to them that
sent us. 'What sayest thou of thyself?

Sr. Jomy.—I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, ¢ Make straight the
way of the Lord” as said the prophet Esaias.

Cmorvus oF Pmarisees.—Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor
Elias, neither that prophet ? Zuke iii, 10—15. Jokn i, 19—25.

No. VI. SONG.

St. Jomy.—T indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; but He that
cometh after me is mightier than I, Whose shoes I am not worthy to bear : He shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. 'Whose fan is in His hand and He
will throughly purge His floor, and gather His wheat into the garner; but He will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. Matthew iii., 11, 12.

No. VII. RECITATIVE.

" NarraTor.—Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized
of him, but John forbade Him, saying ¢1I have need to be baptized of Thee, and
comest Thou to me?’ And Jesus answering, said unto him, ¢ Suffer it to be so now,
for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he suffered Him. And
Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water, and lo, the
heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove,
and lighting upon Him. Matthew iii., 18—16.



No. VIII. CHORUS.

This i ¥y beloved Son, ia Whom I am well pleased.  Matthew iii, 17.

No. IX. SOXG.

Narrammr.—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
e Word was (Ged. He came unto His own and His own received Him not; but as
many as reccived Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to

shem that believe on His name.,  Jokn 1., 1, 11, 12,

Xo. X. CHORTS.

My soul praise the Lord, speak good of His name,
O Lord our great God, how dost Thou appear

So passing in glory that great is Thy fame,
All honour and wisdom in Thee shine most clear.

Psalm civ., old version. Croff's tune.

Part 3.

MACHAZRUS.

No. XI. DUET.

Herop.—Whatsoever mine eyes desire, I keep not from them; I withhold not my
heart from any joy : my heart rejoiceth in all.  Eeclesiastes ii, 10.

Sr. JomNn.—Lord, how long shall the ungodly, how Ilong shall the ungodly
triumph? = How long shall all wicked doers speak so disdainfally, and make such proud -
Dboasting ?  Psalm xciv., 8, 4. :

Herop.—Is it fit to say to a king, “Thou art wicked,” and to princes, “ Ye are
apgodly ?  Job xxxiv., 18,



St. Jor~y.—1It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife. Mafthew xiv., 4.

Hzrop.—Prophet, thou speakest presumptuously. If I command to smite, they
smite ; If I command to kill, they kill. Deuteronomy xviii., 22. I Esdrasiv., 7,8..

Sr. Jory.—The Lord is far from the wicked, His wrath is against him that
causeth shame. Wherefore, O King! let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and breuk
off thy sins by rightcousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy.

Proverts xv., 29 ; xiv., 85. Daniel iv., 27.

Hzron. —I fear thee, knowing that thou art s just man, and an holy. I will
observe thee; yea, I will do many things; and I wili hear thee gladly. Mar vi., 20.

No. XII. RECITATIVE.

Nagraror.—Nevertheless, Herod sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound
him in prison for Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife, for he had married her;
and Herodias had a quarrel against John and would have killed him, but she could not.

Now Herod on his birthday made a supper to his lords, high captains, and chief
estates of Galilee. Mark vi, 17, 19, 21.

No. XIII. CHORTS.

Nopres.—O King, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy
countenance be changed. Thy enemies shall be clothed with shame : but upon thyself
shall thy crown flourish. Thy foot shall be dipped in the blood of thine enemies, and.
the tongue of thy dogs shall be red through the same.

Daniel v., 10.  Psalm cxxxii., 19; lxviii, 23.

No. XIV. CHORTS.

Nosres.—Lo, the daughter of Herodias cometh in. She danceth. She pleaseth
Herod, and us that sit with him. Let not this fair damsel fear to come to my lord and.
10 be honoured in his presence, and drink wine, and be merry with us. The maid is
fair, she is fair and beautiful, the maid is ruddy through the perfection of her beauty,
and her countenance is cheerful and very amiable. She pleaseth Herod and us that
st with him.  Mark vi., 22. Judith xii., 18. Esther il., 7; xv., 5.

No. XV. RECITATIVE.

Herop.—Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee; yea, I swear
unto thee, whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my
kingdom. Mark vi., 22, 28.



No. XVI. SOXG.
The king’s

Sarour.—I rejoice in my youth, my heart cheereth me in the days of my youth.
In the light

I will walk in the ways of mine heart, and in the sight of mine eyes.
wrath is as the roaring of a lion, but his favour is as dew upon the grass.

of the king’s countenance is life, and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain.
Proverbs xix, 12 ; xvi., 15,

Ecclesiastes xi, 9, 10.
No. XVII. DIALOGUE.

Crorus oF Nosres.—She goeth forth to take counsel with her mother. What

+rill she ask? Behold, she cometh straightway with haste unto the king. What will

she ask ?
Sarome.—O King, I will that thou give me, by and by, in a charger the head of

John the Baptist.
Heron.—I am exceeding sorry.
Sarowe anp Nopres.—The king hath said unto his servant (the damsel), * ask

of mo whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee;”” and he hath sworn to me (her),
*¢ whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thes, unto the half of my kingdom.”
Mark vi., 24—26, 22, 23.

No. XVIII. SONG.

Herop.—Alas, my daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and thou art one of

them that trouble me: for T have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go

Dback. Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful ; and the end of that mirth is heaviness.
Judges xi., 85. Proverbs, xiv., 13,

No. XIX. RECITATIVE.

NarraTor.—Yet for his oath’s sake and for their sakes which sat with him, Herod
would not reject her. And immediately the king sent an executioner into the prison, -
and commanded the head of John the Baptist to be brought. Mark vi., 26, 27,

No. XX. CHORUS. e

Nosres.—Lo! the wrath of the king is as messengers of death. If he command %
to smite, they smite: if he command to kill, they kill. The prophet hath spoken
presumptuously, let him be slain. Awake! O sword, awake! The sword is drawn

Let him be slain !

for the slanghter. Let him be slain !
Proverbs xvi., 14, I Esdrasiv., 8, 7. Deuleronomy, xviii, 22.
II Chronicles, xxiii., 14, Zechariah xiii., 7. Fzekiel xxi., 28.



No. XXI. SONG.

St. Jouy.—A man can reccive nothing except it be given him from heaven. I am-
not the Christ, but I am sent before Him. ‘

He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom,.
which standeth and hearcth hirh, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice =
this my joy, therefore, is fulfilled.

He must increase, but I must decrease. He that comcth from above is above all 3
he that is of the carth is carthly, and speaketh of the carth; He that cometh from
heaven is above all.

The Father loveth the Son and hath given all things into His hand. He that
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life : and he that believeth not the Son shall not
sce life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. Jokn iii., 27—31, 35, 36.

No. XXTI. RECITATIVE.

Nainrator.—And the exceutioner went and beheaded John in the prison, and
brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel; and the damsel gave it to-
her mother. And when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse
and laid it in a tomb. DMark vi., 27—29.

No. XXIII. QUARTETT.

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake; for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they when men shall revile them and persecute them,
and shall say all manner of evil against them falsely for the Lord’s sake; let them.
rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is their reward in heaven. Maltkew v., 10—12.

No. XX1V. CHORUS.

What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with the wind ®
But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment ? Behold, they
which are gorgeously apparelled and live delicately, are in kings’ courts. But what
went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, and much more than a prophet.

This is he of whom it is written, ¢ Behold I send My messenger, which shall
prepare the way before Me.”

Among those that are born of woman, there is not a greater prophet than John
" the Baptist; but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.

Hec was a burning and a shining light: a light shining in a dark place until the-
day should dawn and the Day-Star should arise.

LZuke vii., 24—~28. Jokn v., 85. I1I Peter i., 19.
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